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Sure seems like a lot is going on for a church that says it’s closed! 
 

How much, exactly, is going on?  We have our online ministry, of course.  
I never thought I would have to know this much about making videos and pu�ng 
them online.  Actually, one of the things this �me has taught me is how much I 
really do not know about it.  As I started seminary at the age of fi�y, I always 
coveted my (much) younger colleagues of their learning curve, vastly superior to 
mine. 

Yeah, I’m sure that’s why I had so much trouble with Hebrew! 
Now, if I have a technology issue, I almost always have to talk to one of 

my children.  It seems the young always are a step ahead, on a different, more 
technologically advanced track.  Me, I can barely make phone calls. 

One of the things this �me of pandemic has taught me is (when my kids are not around) how much we 
ul�mately have to rely upon God.  I put it this way in my prayers last Sunday: Are we going to let the pandemic force us 
to our knees? 

Maybe we should. 
Billy Graham once said, “To get a na�on back on its feet, it has to get on its knees.”  So reliance upon God alone 

is a good strategy. 
So, how much is going on, anyway?  Women’s ministry s�ll has Bible Study on Wednesday mornings on Zoom.  

Men’s Fellowship elects to meet live in Room 17, but also has a Zoom op�on.  Walking Club has started again!  It meets 
Mondays and Thursdays in the Family Life Center from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

Your Session is s�ll working for you, too.  Mee�ng the third Thursday of the month, the Board of Ruling Elders 
decided, given the informa�on we have now, to remain closed through July.  It will decide closer to August about what 
to do in that month. 

I would ask for your con�nued support in prayer during this �me.  I am star�ng to realize we could be using this 
�me to hone our skills in prayer.  I am reading a couple of different books right now on “40 Days of Prayer.”  We don’t 
know how long a pandemic will last, but everything I’ve been reading so far about prayer say that those 40 days, if you 
really dedicate yourself to them, can make a difference for the rest of your life.  If you would be interested in joining 
me on that journey, drop me a line at the church office or my email: pastorcgf@gmail.com. 
 We also ask for your con�nued support in your financial resources.  The July-August-September months have 
historically been thin for us, both in terms of a�endance and in giving.  You have been so faithful in giving this year that 
it overwhelms me with gra�tude.  I find it an inspira�on when I feel down about us not being able to get together face 
to face. 
 Someday we will.  Un�l then, see you on Facebook or Youtube. 
 If I can figure it out.  Kids, help! 
  
 God bless, 
 
 Pastor Paul 
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 Church History 

 August Anniversaries   August Birthdays 

Our Chris�an sympathy is extended to the family and friends of Elmer Cryer who passed away May 26, 2020, Dick 

Whi�ngton who passed away on June 26, 2020, and Suzanne Smith who passed away on July 8, 2020. 

8. J.D. & Clee�s Boyer 
10. Keith & Joy Mook 
21. Jim & Karen Morphew 
24. Louise Fairbanks 
25. Carl & Pam Clapp 
28. Bruce & Pam Nyman 
 

1. Phil Rafferty 
4. Candy Bur�s 
5. Roger DeGeest, Hal Lawson 
7. Gwyn Dean 
8. Dean Haug 
9. Margaret Dekker 
10. Carl Clapp, Louise Johnson 
12. Lois Ante, Cathleen Rafferty 
15. Ron Godwin 
20. Clee�s Boyer 
25. Dee Heinle, Charlo�e Riley 
30. Mike Beers 
 

Next Newsle�er Deadline:   
August 15 

Please submit typewri�en ar�cles to the church 
office or to fpccasagrande@gmail.com. 

 Church Family News 

On May 3, 2021 we will reach a milestone. First Presbyterian Church of Casa Grande will be 125 years old! Leading up 
to that event, we will offer biographical sketches of the pastors who have served FPC over that period. 

 
Rev James Lee Rames 1904-1905 

Rev. James L. Rames came to serve un�l 1905. He was born February 10, 1877 in Iberia, MO. He first 
married Clara C. Noll on October 8, 1902 in Tiffen, OH. At a presbytery mee�ng on April 24, 1906 in 
Bisbee, AZ JL Rames was ordained in an impressive service to ordain a total of three new ministers. Rev 
Rames later le� the ministry to become a medical doctor. He died in Woodson, Arkansas October 10, 
1923. 

 
  Rev Josias Friedli 1907-1908 

Apparently, the Casa Grande church had to fend for itself un�l 1907 when Rev. Josias Friedli came 
from Norwood, Ohio as pastor of Florence and Casa Grande. He was a na�ve of Switzerland, born 
January 17, 1877, and immigrated to America in 1886. In 1900 Rev. Friedli was 

graduated from Mission House Seminary. He took further studies at Lane and McCormick Theological 
Seminaries, and was ordained in 1900, a�er which he served a church in Bucyrus, Ohio. In 1905 he 

began a three-year term as a Presbyterian missionary in Arizona. 
Rev. Josias and Frances Friedli moved from Florence to serve a German Reformed Church in St. 

Paul, MN. He died January 19, 1969 in Sheboygan, Wisconsin. The following is an excerpt from his 
obituary. Described as "a giant of the faith" by Dr. Ralph Ley, president of the Wisconsin Conference of 
the United Church of Christ, Dr. Friedli served the denomina�on as a pastor, on various church boards 
and as a faculty member at Mission House (now Lakeland) College and Theological Seminary, near 
Sheboygan. Twice he was ac�ng president of the two ins�tu�ons. 



 

Sandy Morin 
Parish:  L—Man 

 
 Although she’s originally from Connec�cut, Sandy Morin has been �ed to Casa 
Grande since 2000 when she and her husband first started RVing here during the winter 
�me.  A�er re�ring, they travelled extensively visi�ng 49 states and 6 Canadian Provinces 
and also se�led in Casa Grande in 2007.  Sandy’s husband passed in 2011 yet she keeps 
busy helping others with various electronic gadgets like iPads and iPhones, cooking in a 
new Instant Pot, working on Puzzles, walking with her dog, Grace, and also playing water 
volleyball and billiards.  Besides being a new Deacon, Sandy is currently on the Missions 
Team and con�nues to discover more ways to help others in our church and community. 

Dr. Friedli had pastorates in Ohio, Minnesota and Wisconsin. He also did missionary work with Indians in 
Arizona in 1908 before the territory achieved statehood. "His death is more than the passing of an individual. It means 
the end of an ins�tu�on, an era, a guiding light in church leadership," commented Dr. Ley, a former student of Dr. 
Friedli. "Dr. Friedli was never too busy to help me in the classroom or his own home.  I will always remember his wit 
and his quiet, unassuming but dynamic way of teaching," said the Rev. Howard E. Beil, Belleville. "He had dedica�on to 
his Lord and concern for people. Though the history lessons may be forgo�en, the man who taught them will not be. 
Dr. Friedli's life was and will con�nue to be an inspira�on to all who knew and loved him," related Mrs. Donna Pautz 
Kehle, Tomah. "Dr. Friedli combined the vintage quali�es of wisdom, compassion, and Chris�an spirit that could use 
humor at its highest level. There never was a genera�on gap in his rela�ons with other people, the Rev. Hilton E. Grams 
of Brookfield, offered. Dr. Friedli was a graduate of Mission House Academy and Seminary. He did graduate study at 
Lane Presbyterian Seminary, Cincinna�, 0hio; McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, Illinois; and the University of 
Chicago. 

He was born in Davos, Switzerland and came to this country in 1886. His wife died last August a�er 67 years of 
married life. 

    
Rev Allen L. Kennedy 1908-1909 

Rev. Allen Kennedy served Casa Grande in 1908 to 1909, coming from First Presbyterian Church of 
Decatur, Michigan. Rev. Kennedy was born in Franklin County, Arkansas on November 7, 1866. He was 
married to Mary Jane Moorman November 20, 1888 in Chicago. They had a son, Victor, born in 
Portland, Oregon in 1892, a daughter, Hazel, born in Nebraska in 1894 and a son, Samuel, born in San 
Francisco in 1897. In 1900 they were living in Alameda, California. June 17, 1900 the cornerstone was 
laid for the new Allendale Methodist Episcopal Church. Rev Kennedy was the ac�ng pastor. In April of 
1902 he was embroiled in a controversy that was splashed upon the front page of the San Francisco 

Examiner. Rev Kennedy was accused of mistrea�ng a 20-year-old woman, who had recently come to stay with him 
from Missouri for health reasons, by using money sent to her by her parents and circula�ng false rumors about her 
character leading her to be admi�ed to an insane asylum. In June he was exonerated of the charges by church officials. 
He then joined the Presbyterian Church serving in Tullahoma, TN., and Decatur MI. before coming to Arizona. By 1910 
he and his family were living in Santa Ana, California. Rev Kennedy held pastorates in Tus�n, Miramonte, Lompoc, and 
Santa Ynez, CA. Rev. Allen L. Kennedy died April 23, 1918 in Lompoc, California. 

 Deacon Spotlight 



 Missions 
 
A�er listening to Pastor Paul’s sermon in early July about plan�ng seeds, I thought this would be a perfect �me to 
remind our congrega�on of our Mission and Vision for the Ministry for Missions and Outreach Team here at First 
Presbyterian Church. 
 
MISSION: 
To reflect God’s love in the world by using our gi�s and talents for works of service to build up the Kingdom of God.  
(Ephesians 4:12) 
 
VISION: 
To serve as the hands and feet of Jesus to: 
                 Provide for the needs of the needy 
                 Sow seeds of hope to the hopeless 
                 Empower others to be strong and independent 
                 Share God’s love in the world            ( Romans 12:6, Ma�hew 25) 
 
God equipped each one of us with unique gi�s and talents to serve in special ways.   We believe service changes our 
hearts and minds, both for the ones who serve and the ones being served.  We are so blessed here at FPC to have 
such giving people who are constantly working and sharing their �me and talents to support the many projects and 
ac�vi�es here at our church.   Thanks to all of you!     The following two poems by Helen Lowrie Marshall say it best:  
                  
WHATEVER YOUR GIFT                                                                                           ALONG THE WAY 
What is that you hold in your hand?                                                       We cannot all be ministers 
Nothing, you say?  Look again.                                                                 And preach with learned phrase; 
Every hand holds some special gi� –                                                       Nor can we all be soloists 
A hammer, a broom, a pen,                                                                      With golden song of praise; 
A hoe, a scalpel, an ar�st’s brush,                                                            But we can live a sermon here 
 A needle, a microscope,                                                                            And we can live a song, 
A violin’s bow, a way with words                                                             And neither song nor sermon 
In the giving of faith and hope.                                                                 Need be either loud nor long; 
What is that you hold in your hand?                                                       But quietly, in li�le things 
Whatever your gi� may be,                                                                       We do from day to day - 
It can open your door to abundant life –                                                Some simple, kindly deed, 
You hold in your hand the key.                                                                 Some word of comfort we may say - 
                                                                                                                        And, even though we’re unaware 
                                                                                                                        That such has been our goal, 
                                                                                                                        Somewhere along the way an angel 
                                                                                                                        Writes, “He saved a soul!” 
 

 

Elder Vicki Cooper 



 Seeds of Hope 
The lunch program con�nues to be open. Everyone that enters the building has their temperature taken before they 
are allowed to stay. The volunteers all wear masks and gloves. Devo�on is s�ll at 10:30. Food is served at 11, 11:30 and 
noon if needed. Par�cipants are seated three per table for a total of 18 at each sea�ng. A�er the first 18 are served, 
they leave and we wipe things down ready for the next group to come in. Food and clothing is s�ll given out as 
needed. We are serving around 28 people per day. 
 
The senior program con�nues with no more than 10 mee�ng per day. Their temperature is taken before they can sit 
down. Last week we had six seniors take CPR classes which were funded by our CDBG Grant.  We found out that one of 
our a�endees tested posi�ve on May 6, but they had not been to the center since mid-January. We average around 
seven people coming per day. 
 
The a�erschool program started its summer hours on June 1. Again, we take temperatures prior to the children being 
accepted for that a�ernoon. Peer leaders and volunteers are wearing masks. The children are spread out throughout 
the classrooms and we have a staggered ea�ng schedule. Whenever school starts, we will adhere to their prac�ces 
regarding masks, etc. We are averaging, with the peers, around 20 children per day. 
 
The Stanfield Clinic has not met since March. It will be Dr Muthu’s decision when it starts back. At the MACC clinic, Dr 
Burke has only done RX refills in April, May, and June.  July they did not meet. 
 
At the Community Garden, we just finished with the tomatoes and squash. Looking forward to the watermelon and 
cantaloupe being ready in the next couple of weeks. Will be plan�ng pumpkins later this month. Two raised bed areas 
have been built and we plan to plant them in September.  
 
For more informa�on on these events or on any of our ministries, follow us on Facebook, our website 
www.seedso�opeaz.com, or call our office at 836-6335. 

 Session Notes 
A Cer�ficate of Service was presented to Roberta Doerges by Denny Honodel during the 9:00 am worship service June 
14.  
  
Elders and Deacons were installed June 21 at both services.  Our newly elected Elders are: Denny Honodel, Jim 
Morphew, James Picke�, and Dean Waibel. Deacons: Dick and Barb Bradley, Janell Heinle, Barb Hogse�, Sandy Morin, 
Mary Jane Nichols, Ron and Jan Poe, Be�y Silguero and Pam Walton.  
   
Elder Cooper reported the Shoe Project brought in $1,064.80 (2,662 pounds of shoes). Co�onwood Elementary School 
will receive $500.00 for their par�cipa�on.  
  
Laundry Love asked FPC to support the Methodist Church with a $100.00 dona�on for the LL session in June.  Missions 
will host their next session August 12.  
  
The Iowa Mask Brigade sent 50 face masks to FaithWorks in Flagstaff, which were delivered to the Navajo Tribe in 
Leupp.  Grand Canyon Presbytery has set up a Navajo Relief account for dona�ons to help the Navajo Na�on.  Checks 
may be sent to Grand Canyon Presbytery with a nota�on “Navajo Relief.”  The Mission Team has donated $250.00 to 
the fund.  
  
Missions donated 25 Hygiene bags to SOH. An addi�onal 75 bags will be filled and donated to the city and other 
organiza�ons who are helping the needy.  



 Kitchen Coordinator Needed 
A�er three years of faithfully managing our commercial kitchen and being there for all food related church events, 

Karen Lloyd is passing on the “spatula,” giving up her “happy place,” and providing an opportunity for someone to 

step in and take over these responsibili�es.   

 

Obtaining a Food Handler’s Permit and following Pinal County Health Department protocol is required.  A job 

descrip�on is available at the church office.  Karen has offered training and has expressed there is an outstanding 

kitchen crew as well as volunteers.  We need someone to take charge of the kitchen, pantry, purchasing supplies, and 

working with the kitchen crew for all church food events.  If you are that person, we would love to hear from you so 

we can transi�on seamlessly when COVID restric�ons allow us to do so.  

 

 

 



  August 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
 
6:45 AA 
7:30 Traffic School 
 
 
 
 
6:30    Al-Anon 
6:30    AA 

2 
 
9:00 Worship 

3 
 
10:30 Prayer 
Group 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
9:00 Staff Mee�ng 

5 
 
10:00   Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
 

6 
 
8:00 Men’s 
Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
1:00 Adamavich 
Grace Group 

7 
 
6:45    Al-Anon 
10:00   AA 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Godwin 
Grace Group 

8 
 
6:45 AA 
8:30 Montlure 
Board 
 
 
 
6:30    Al-Anon 
6:30    AA 

9 
 
9:00 Worship 

10 
 
10:30 Prayer 
Group 

11 
 
9:00 Staff Mee�ng 

12 
 
10:00 Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
 

13 
 
8:00 Men’s 
Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15 Deacons 

14 
 
6:45    Al-Anon 
10:00   AA 
 
 

15 
 
6:45 AA 
7:30 Traffic School 
10:00 Jean 
Moffe� Memorial 
Service 
 
6:30    Al-Anon 
6:30    AA 

16 
 
9:00 Worship 

17 
 
10:30 Prayer 
Group 
 
 
 
 
4:00 Missions 
Commi�ee 

18 
 
9:00 Li�le Ones 
Montessori 
9:00 Staff Mee�ng 

19 
 
9:00 Li�le Ones 
Montessori 
10:00 Women’s 
Bible Study 
 
 
 

20 
 
8:00 Men’s 
Fellowship 
9:00 Li�le Ones 
Montessori 
 
1:00 Adamavich 
Grace Group 
3:00 Session 

21 
 
6:45    Al-Anon 
10:00   AA 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Godwin 
Grace Group 

22 
 
6:45   AA 
7:00 POW WOW 
Produce 
Distribu�on 
 
 
6:30    Al-Anon 
6:30    AA 

23 
 
9:00 Worship 
 
 
30 
 
9:00 Worship 

24 
 
10:30 Prayer 
Group 
 
31 
 
10:30 Prayer 
Group 

25 
 
9:00 Li�le Ones 
Montessori 
9:00 Staff Mee�ng 

26 
 
9:00 Li�le Ones 
Montessori 
10:00 Women’s 
Bible Study 

27 
 
8:00 Men’s 
Fellowship 
9:00 Li�le Ones 
Montessori 

28 
 

29 
 
7:30 Traffic School 



Ministry Connec�on 
 

Ministers:  Whole Congrega�on 
 

Associate Pastor Bill Heinle 
Bell Choir          Kim Freyermuth,  
   Susan Quintanar 
Chancel Choir  June Graber 
Choir Accompanist Kim Freyermuth 
Custodian  Harold Lovell 
Grace Groups  Carol Adamavich  
   Linda Irvin 
Kitchen Ministry Karen Lloyd 
Memorial Commi�ee Marcey Honodel 
Men’s Ministry Rev. Paul Elgin 
Nursery A�endants Jasmin Diaz 
   Alison Gomez  
Office Manager Heather McNu� 
Organist/Pianist Richard Hurley 
Pastor  Rev. Paul Elgin 
Seeds of Hope Mark Vanderheyden 
Sexton  Pete Vogel 
Special Events Coord. Renee Lovell 
Stephen Ministry Bill Heinle 
Women’s Bible Study Donita Godwin 
Women’s Ministry Renee Lovell 

Phone:  (520) 836-5981 
Temporary Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 

8:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
E-mail:  fpccasagrande@gmail.com 

      pastorcgf@gmail.com 
www.firstpresbyteriancasagrande.com 

 h�ps://www.facebook.com/
firstpresbyterianCG 

How To Reach Us 

Session 
 

Eric Bertness (Finance)                 ericbertness@hotmail.com 
Travis Bo� (Proper�es)                                                tlbaz@yahoo.com 
Vicki Cooper (Missions)     vcooper9@centurylink.net 
Ronny Douglass (Personnel)              rwdouglass@cox.net 
Jean Gomez (Chris�an Educa�on)          gojean22@yahoo.com 
Lester Hehr (Finance)                   lmhehr@msn.com 
Denny Honodel (Finance)     denmar1455@yahoo.com 
Marge Jantz (Congrega�onal Life)        margejantz@gmail.com 
Jim Morphew         jmorph1996@gmail.com 
James Picke� (Proper�es)       jamesp2305@gmail.com 
Dean Waibel (Worship)                                           ormalee1@msn.com
    
 
Treasurer: Gary Ellis 
Clerk of Session: Kay Svedjan 
 
 

Deacon Parish Assignments 
 

Be�y Silguero                                                   A-Bo 
Anne Collis (Funerals, Transporta�on)                Bou-Cla 
Janell Heinle          Cle-El 
Karen Morphew (Transporta�on)    Et-Gra 
Pam Walton (Funerals)                                           Gre-Hog 
Cathleen Rafferty (Awareness)                    Hol-K 
Sandy Morin                                  L-Man 
Dick & Barb Bradley                                Mar-Ol 
Mary Jane Nichols (Funerals)                 Or-Rem 
Ron & Jan Poe (Meals)                                   Ric-Sl 
Barb Hogse� (Meals)         Sm-T 
John & Marlene Grentzer (Guest Services)                      V-Z 

Vision Statement: 
Belong to God and to each other 

Believe God’s word 
Be more like Christ 

Build a be�er community 

 
 
We are “LIVE” streaming the 9:00 am service if 
you cannot a�end.  It will be on our Facebook 

page (firstpresbyterianCG). 


