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If you have been fas�ng from something (certain kinds of food or drink, for instance), Easter is usually the �me 
we break our fast. 

 
Throughout the Covid pandemic, this church has been fas�ng from singing.  Can you believe it has been just 

about a year that we have remained silent in our singing out of the respect and love for others who might be 
endangered by the virus? 

 
On Easter Sunday, we will break our singing fast!  There will be three services on Easter, April 4th. 

 
6 a.m. in the Memorial Garden, by the fountain 
9 a.m. in the Sanctuary 
10:30 a.m. in the Family Life Center 

 
It is a busy week in Holy Week, the days in between Palm Sunday and Easter.  Our regular services will be held 

Sunday morning (9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.), and there will be a Maundy Thursday service on Thursday, April 1st at 7:00  
p.m. in the Sanctuary.  Then, three services to celebrate Easter and end our silence in song! 

 
We are singing, but we are not giving up social distancing or forge�ng our masks.  If you have not yet been 

vaccinated and find yourself in any of the “endangered” categories, we recommend that you prayerfully consider how 
you a�end services, and if our online Live Streaming service on Facebook at 9 a.m. on Sunday is for you. 

 
Let’s keep safe and healthy, and praise God, for He Is Risen! 
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 April Anniversaries    April Birthdays 

 

Our Chris�an sympathy and prayers go out to the family and friends of DeeRinda Heinle.  DeeRinda passed away on 

March 16. 

16. Earl and Vicky Hedrick 

23. Doug and Darlene Antrobus 

27. Dean and Evelyn Haug 

 

3. Doug Antrobus 

4. Bruce Nyman, Be�y Silguero 

5. Pam Clapp 

7. Yolanda Howe 

8. Kay Mokma 

15. Gerald Jesen 

17. Marilyn Hehr 

23. Charlo�e Ducke� 

26. Aryol Brumley 

28. Lily Benge 

Next Newsle�er Deadline:   

April 15 
Please submit typewri�en ar�cles to the church 

office or to fpccasagrande@gmail.com. 

 Church Family News 



 Church History 
On May 3, 2021 we will reach a milestone. First Presbyterian Church of Casa Grande will be 125 years old! Leading up 
to that event, we will offer biographical sketches of the pastors who have served FPC over that period. 
 

Rev Henry Welton Rotz 1939-1941 
 

 Henry Welton Rotz was born February 27, 1911 to James Elmer Rotz and Verna Edith Disney. His 
family moved from Illinois to Michigan and Iowa before se�ling in Hutchinson, Kansas. He married Clara 
E. White and they had a daughter, Eleanor born in 1939. Rev. Henry Welton Rotz was called to serve the 
Casa Grande church in May of 1939. He came from a successful pastorate in McNary and was strongly 
associated with the Montlure summer camp. The Hutchinson News of January 16, 1937 reports, 
“Snowdri�s shoulder deep, temperature 15 below zero, 70 cases of flu in a li�le village, four deaths 
within a week from spinal meningi�s – That’s what mid-winter means in one Arizona  mountain logging 
town, McNary, Ariz., where H. Welton Rotz, a Hutchinson boy, is serving as pastor of the Community 
church. In a le�er to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. JE Rotz, 304 East 13th St., he says, wri�ng Jan 10: “We 

were just digging out from one storm when another hit and we have dri�s shoulder deep in our front yard. There is not 
a lot of ac�vity in this town with the snow on, but we manage to get along. We have not been cold yet although it was 
15 below last night. We have had nearly five feet of snow in the two storms. It melted a li�le today but not enough to 
no�ce it. The icicles hang from the eaves of our house to the top of the snow. They have been unable to get logs into 
town and tonight they are turning off the lights and water at 8 o’clock.” He served the church in McNary for two years.  
 
A�er arriving in Casa Grande, Rev. Rotz found supplemental income as a truck driver with the Standard Oil Company. 
Grady Thurman was the local consignee. He had to make some adjustments to the truck cab to accommodate the 
pastor’s girth. In fact, toward the end of his employment Rotz would bring a stack of newspapers to protect his 
trousers from the springs. Buying work clothes was probably out of the ques�on on a pastor’s salary. The one clothing 
store, Mandel, and Meyer, wouldn’t have carried his size and special orders would have increased the price. Rotz had 
an emergency appendectomy and was struggling to pay medical bills. When the crisis was over, Rev. Rotz went back to 
being a full-�me pastor, the thing he did best, and Thurman replaced the seat in his truck. In September of 1940, Pastor 
and Mrs. Rotz became the parents of a baby boy. He was named Charles Welton Rotz. 
 
 The Friday, September 27, 1940 edi�on of the Casa Grande Dispatch states: “Rev. Mr. Welton Rotz, pastor of Casa 
Grande’s First Presbyterian church, in a recent strenuous illness resul�ng from food poisoning, lost 18 pounds. With 
commendable courage, waging a determined countera�ack via the fried chicken pla�er, he has regained ten of the 18 
pounds. Despite his assiduous applica�on to the comeback treatment, however, he remains to this day a mere shadow 
of a man, balancing the scales at a meager 282. Amid his tribula�ons, Mr. Rotz finds comfort in the arrival of a first son, 
Charles Welton, who appeared on the scene ten days ago, coincident with the appearance in Phoenix of the father’s 
favorite presiden�al candidate, Wendell Willkie. Whether or not his views are affected by the coincidence as to �me of 
arrival in Arizona, young Charles, according to his father, is a rabid Willkie supporter, and when not listening to Willkie 
speeches over the radio sits with chin in fist pondering the burden of New Deal taxes. I suspect Father Rotz has a sense 
of humor and is kidding the editor a bit about the Willkie-Roosevelt business, but he wasn’t kidding  when he imparted 
the startling informa�on that the young one is without a doubt the most wonderful boy ever born – in fact and beyond 
peradventure the personifica�on of that o�en men�oned but seldom seen phenomenon, the superman.  
 

(Con�nued on Page 4) 

Rev Henry Welton 
Rotz 



(Con�nued from Page 3) 

 

An examina�on of Session minutes from September 23, 1941 reveals opposi�on to Rev. Rotz from a religious 

educa�on commi�ee. Between the mee�ng of August 23, 1941 and November 13, 1941, the 

Phoenix Presbytery refused to recommend the dissolu�on of the pastorate of Rev. Mr. Rotz. 

However, he could candidate at other churches, so that by the �me of the November 13th 

congrega�onal mee�ng, he had received a call from Community Presbyterian Church in Miami, AZ and he was 

released to go there. The same night a mo�on was passed asking the moderator (Mr. Rotz) to appoint members of a 

commi�ee to obtain a new pastor. Appointees to that commi�ee included Grady Thurman, Mrs. Amandus Peters, 

and Mr. Jay Wilson. June 27, 1946 Rev Rotz was installed as pastor of Romulus Presbyterian Church in Romulus, NY. 

He was hired as a professor by Boise State University in the 1950’s. In 1983 he was residing in Sitka, AK. Henry 

Welton Rotz died at the age of 75 on September 22, 1986 in Sea�le Washington. He is buried in Bucklin Cemetery in 

Bucklin, KS.  

 

 

 

Rev Alexander Muirden 1942-1943 

 

  At a congrega�onal mee�ng held January 18, 1942 a unanimous vote was cast to call 

Rev. Alexander Muirden of Las Cruces, New Mexico to become the pastor of First 

Presbyterian Church. Rev. Muirden had served First Presbyterian Church of Las Cruces for 

seven and a half years. He was installed March 29, 1942. Being a na�ve of Scotland, he 

knows his Presbyterian Church. He received his college educa�on in Scotland while preparing for a law career. He 

took his theological course at Chicago Theological Seminary. Mr. Muirden says he believes the minister should 

“have but one textbook, and that the Holy Bible.” His friends regard him as a Bible preacher and teacher. At a 

congrega�onal mee�ng held September 26, 1943 the Rev. Mr. Muirden asked the congrega�on to join him in asking 

the Presbytery to dissolve the pastoral rela�onship on account of “extreme heat.” 

 

Rev Alexander Muirden  

 



John and Julie Liles have been doing mission work in the country of Indonesia since we began suppor�ng them some 
12 to 15 years ago, and perhaps longer.  A few years ago, in 2016, they started a school for the underprivileged with 
just seven children.  According to their last update, those schools, yes they now have several, have blossomed.  A�er 
moving the teaching venture out of their home, they got an eight room school building, then another person opened 
their home to 15—30 students and another school is being conducted in an alley with 25—50 children from the 
poorest families, and refugees, all of them now being exposed to the Word, to reading, to wri�ng, and to arithme�c. 
 
Indonesia is burdened with refugees from the Middle East, Asia, and Africa.  In addi�on, they conduct Bible studies 
and counsel those who feel  overwhelmed, while con�nuing their personal educa�on in the counseling field.  All of 
this is happening in an environment rather hos�le to Chris�anity, so con�nuing prayer for Julie and John, together 
with ongoing support for their mission, will likely put a smile on the face of our LORD. 

 Missions Update 

 Seeds of Hope 
Please join us on Arizona Gives Day Tuesday, April 6, as we strive for our goal of $72,021. This is our big fundraising 

event that supports our ministry throughout the year. If you are a current/ past volunteer or financial supporter, 

please reach out to your family and friends and let them know why you are part of the SOH family and how they can 

be too ! Go on-line, stop by the office, or join us at Boston’s Pizza that night from 4pm to 8pm. You will receive 15% off 

of your order and that money will go to SOH.  We are very excited and hope are too! 

 

Mark your calendar for Na�onal Day of Prayer Thursday May, 6.  We will be doing the car rally event like we did last 

year. We had 104 cars last year and hope to have 150 in 2021! Come out and show our community how we need  

prayer in all aspects of our lives. More informa�on will follow. 

 

For more informa�on on these events or on any of our ministry’s follow us on facebook, our website 

www.seedso�opeaz.com or call our office at 836-6335. 

 

Blessings to All, 

Mark  



 Church Birthday Celebra�on 
First Presbyterian Church of Casa Grande is going to be 125 years old in May and we want to have a party!  Come join 

us for a provided meal and an opportunity to learn the church’s history from our own resident historian, Bill Heinle.  

We will enjoy a delicious meal, eat cake, and have some fun as a community.  We have been unable to gather safely 

for nearly 1 1/2 years and it feels like it might be finally �me.  We will do our best to maintain safe social distancing 

within the guidelines at that �me.  We will meet in the Family Life Center on May 5 at 5:00 pm.  Please join us if you 

are able.  Don’t bring anything except yourselves. 

Women’s Bible study will start up again on May 12.  The plan is to look at our hymns, once a week, hopefully in a 

hybrid offering of Zoom and in-person.  We will look at the history at the �me of each hymn’s wri�ng, the writers 

themselves, any interes�ng stories related to the hymns, scriptural references, and memories brought up by the 

hearing.  June Graber and Roberta Doerges have graciously offered to play the hymns for us, so we might even sing!  

Elizabeth Elgin will be the leader this summer.  She is open to sugges�ons of hymns you would like to learn about, or 

stories you know about them.  Watch the announcements for updates as they happen.  Let’s make this a musical 

summer! 

 Women’s Bible Study 



  April 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
 
8:00 Men’s 
Fellowship 
8:00 Walking 
Group 
 
 
7:00 Maundy 
Thursday Service 

2 
 
6:45    Al-Anon 
10:00   AA 

3 
 
6:45 AA 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30    Al-Anon 
6:30    AA 

4 
 
6:00 Sunrise 
Service 
6:45 AA 
9:00 Tradi�onal 
Worship 
10:30 
Contemporary 
Worship 

5 
 
8:00 Walking 
Group 
10:30 Prayer 
Group 
 
 
4:00 Missions 
Team 

6 
 
9:00 Staff Mee�ng 
 
 
 
12:00 Womens AA 
6:30 5th-8th 
Grade Youth 
Group 

7 
 
9:00 Li�le Ones’s 
Montessori 
 
 
 
2:00 Praise Band 
7:00 High School 
Youth Group 

8 
 
8:00 Men’s 
Fellowship 
8:00 Walking 
Group 
 
 
 
4:30 pm  Deacons 

9 
 
6:45    Al-Anon 
10:00   AA 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
6:45 AA 
7:30 Traffic School 
8:30 Montlure 
Board 
9:00 Blood Drive 
 
6:30    Al-Anon 
6:30    AA 

11 
 
6:45 AA 
9:00 Tradi�onal 
Worship 
10:30 
Contemporary 
Worship 
 

12 
 
8:00 Walking 
Group 
10:30 Prayer 
Group 

13 
 
9:00 Staff Mee�ng 
 
 
 
12:00 Womens AA 
6:30 5th-8th 
Grade Youth 
Group 

14 
 
9:00 Li�le Ones’s 
Montessori 
 
 
 
2:00 Praise Band 
7:00 High School 
Youth Group 

15 
 
8:00 Men’s 
Fellowship 
8:00 Walking 
Group 
 
1:00 Memorial 
Commi�ee 
3:00 Session 

16 
 
6:45    Al-Anon 
10:00   AA 
 
 

17 
 
6:45 AA 
8:00 Eye Openers 
Business Mee�ng 
 
 
 
6:30    Al-Anon 
6:30    AA 

18 
 
6:45 AA 
9:00 Tradi�onal 
Worship 
10:30 
Contemporary 
Worship 

19 
 
8:00 Walking 
Group 
10:30 Prayer 
Group 

20 
 
9:00 Staff Mee�ng 
 
 
 
12:00 Womens AA 
6:30 5th-8th 
Grade Youth 
Group 

21 
 
9:00 Li�le Ones’s 
Montessori 
 
 
 
2:00 Praise Band 
7:00 High School 
Youth Group 

22 
 
8:00 Men’s 
Fellowship 
8:00 Walking 
Group 

23 
 
6:45    Al-Anon 
10:00   AA 

24 
 
6:45   AA 
7:30 Traffic School 
8:00 POW WOW 
10:00 Helen 
Erdman funeral 
 
6:30    Al-Anon 
6:30    AA 

25 
 
6:45 AA 
9:00 Tradi�onal 
Worship 
10:30 
Contemporary 
Worship 

26 
 
8:00 Walking 
Group 
10:30 Prayer 
Group 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 5th-8th 
Grade Youth 
Group 

28 
 
9:00 Li�le Ones 
Montessori 
 
 
 
 
7:00 High School 
Youth Group 

29 
 
8:00 Men’s 
Fellowship 
8:00 Walking 
Group 

30 
 
6:45 Al-Anon 
10:00 AA 

 



Ministry Connec�on 
 

Ministers:  Whole Congrega�on 
 

Associate Pastor  Bill Heinle 
Bell Choir           Susan Quintanar 
Chancel Choir   June Graber 
Custodian   Harold Lovell 
Grace Groups   Carol Adamavich
    Linda Irvin 
Memorial Commi�ee  Marcey Honodel 
Men’s Ministry  Rev. Paul Elgin 
Nursery A�endants  Alison Gomez  
Office Manager  Heather McNu� 
Organist/Pianist  Richard Hurley 
Pastor   Rev. Paul Elgin 
Seeds of Hope  Mark Vanderheyden 
Sexton   Pete Vogel 
Special Events Coord.  Renee Lovell 
Stephen Ministry  Bill Heinle 
Women’s Bible Study  Donita Godwin 
Youth Intern   Taylor-Ann Kirkbride 
 

Phone:  (520) 836-5981 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 

7:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
(closed for lunch 12:30-1:30) 

E-mail:  fpccasagrande@gmail.com 
      pastorcgf@gmail.com 

www.firstpresbyteriancasagrande.com 
 h�ps://www.facebook.com/

firstpresbyterianCG 

How To Reach Us 

Session 
 

Eric Bertness (Finance)                 ericbertness@hotmail.com 
Travis Bo� (Proper�es)                                                tlbaz@yahoo.com 
Vicki Cooper (Missions)     vcooper9@centurylink.net 
Ronny Douglass (Personnel)              rwdouglass@cox.net 
Jean Gomez (Chris�an Educa�on)          gojean22@yahoo.com 
Lester Hehr (Finance)                   lmhehr@msn.com 
Denny Honodel (Finance)     denmar1455@yahoo.com 
Marge Jantz (Congrega�onal Life)        margejantz@gmail.com 
Jim Morphew (Missions)       jmorph1996@gmail.com 
James Picke� (Proper�es)       jamesp2305@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer: Gary Ellis 
Clerk of Session: Kay Svedjan 
 
 

Deacon Parish Assignments 
 

Be�y Silguero                                                   A-Bo 
Anne Collis (Meals, Funerals, Transporta�on)               Bou-Cla 
Janell Heinle (Recording Secretary)      Cle-El 
Karen Morphew      Et-Gra 
Pam Walton (Funerals)                                           Gre-Hog 
Cathleen Rafferty (Awareness)                    Hol-K 
Sandy Morin                                  L-Man 
Dick & Barb Bradley                                Mar-Ol 
Mary Jane Nichols (Funerals)                 Or-Rem 
Ron & Jan Poe (Meals)                                   Ric-Sl 
Barb Hogse� (Meals)         Sm-T 
John & Marlene Grentzer (Guest Services)                      V-Z 

Vision Statement: 
Belong to God and to each other 

Believe God’s word 
Be more like Christ 

Build a be�er community 

Youth Group has begun!  5th—8th Grade 

meets at 6:30 on Tuesday nights and High 

School meets at 7:00 on Wednesday nights 

in Room 14.  All students are welcome! 


