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1In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: 
  We have a strong city; 
  God makes salva�on 
   its walls and ramparts. 
2 Open the gates 
    that the righteous na�on may enter, 
    the na�on that keeps faith. 
3 You will keep in perfect peace 
    those whose minds are steadfast, 
    because they trust in you. 
4 Trust in the Lord forever, 
    for the Lord, the Lord himself, is the Rock eternal. 
Isaiah 26 
  

I was reading a devo�onal by Billy Graham based on Isaiah 26 and thought about the similari�es to our 
situa�on today.  Peace, or Shalom as it is wri�en in Hebrew is not something that we can take too lightly, if for no 
other reason than it can be scarce in the �me of pandemic. 

 
            We have a strong city, though, at 1st Presbyterian.  God will make salva�on our walls and our ramparts.  Dr. 
Graham said that when we are presented with troubles, they tend to get our a�en�on.  Pain is too difficult to just 
ignore.  It makes it even more vital, then, to focus on God when �mes are troubling. 
 
            If our minds are steadfast (the King James Version puts it poe�cally: 3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee) and focused on God, we tend to be able to handle adversity 
be�er. 
            When our minds are stayed on God, we know we are in his hands. 
            When our minds are stayed on God, we won’t worry about the future. 
            When our minds are stayed on God, we yield our worry to him. 
          When our minds are stayed on God, we are busy doing his work.  Even if we are not worshipping  together at the 
same spot or the same �me, our worship is completed together by showing each other and even strangers the love of 
God. 
 
            The ministries of 1st Pres. con�nue even if we are not holding services.  Watch for daily devo�onals on our 
website and our Facebook page.  Keep in phone and email contact with members of the faith community.  See if there 
are ways that you can help.  Let us know if you need help.  Helping each other is the way we survive the �me of 
Pandemic. 
 
             Trust in God and wash your hands.  
 
 Rev. Paul Elgin 
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 April Anniversaries    April Birthdays 

Our Chris�an Sympathy is extended to the friends and family of Diane Goodman.  Diane passed away on February 

17.  Services were held on February 22. 

16. Earl and Vicky Hedrick 
23. Doug and Darlene Antrobus 
27. Dean and Evelyn Haug 
 

3. Doug Antrobus 
4. Bruce Nyman 
5. Pam Clapp 
7. Yolanda Howe 
8. Kay Mokma, Josiah Williams 
11. Patrica Neal 
15. Gerald Jessen 
17. Marilyn Hehr 
18. Steve Crabb 
19. Joan Mar�n 
24. Charlo�e Ducke� 
26. Aryol Brumley 
28. Lily Benge 
 

Next Newsle�er Deadline:   
April 15 

Please submit typewri�en ar�cles to the church 
office or to fpccasagrande@gmail.com. 

 Church Family News 



 Personnel Update 

 

The Personnel Team, comprised of Candy Bur�s, Denny Honodel, Larry Pazier, Pastor Paul, and Elder Ronny 
Douglass, updated and reforma�ed all 14 of First Presbyterian Church’s current job descrip�ons.  Bill Heinle’s job 
descrip�on and �tle were changed to reflect the du�es he has been and will con�nue to perform:  His �tle is now 
Commissioned Ruling Elder/Associate Pastor.  We also created a new job descrip�on for a half-�me Chris�an 
Educa�on Director, which our 2020 budget supports.  Session approved all 15 job descrip�ons at its February 27 
mee�ng.  The Chris�an Educa�on posi�on has been adver�sed in the Tri-Valley Dispatch and is posted on our 
website.  If you know of someone, preferably with an educa�on background, who might be interested in this part-
�me job, please take a look at our website (Employment Opportuni�es) or give me a call at (520) 316-0210 for more 
informa�on. 
 
Ronny Douglass 
Elder for Personnel 

 Church Ac�vity Update 
The Session of First Presbyterian Church has prayerfully come to the conclusion that First Presbyterian will be 
suspending physical Sunday morning worship services un�l at least April 5.  The Session will reconvene April 1 to 
reassess the situa�on as it then stands. 
 
Also canceled are all face to face First Presbyterian commi�ee mee�ngs, Bible Studies, Ministry mee�ngs, music 
rehearsals and gatherings on church property that have 10 or more par�cipants.  Outside groups that use church 
property will be self-regula�ng in terms of con�nuing their mee�ngs or not. 
 
First Presbyterian has gone digital for now.  There is a live streaming Facebook Worship  Service on Sunday mornings at 
8:30 or you may view it on our website at a later �me.  Pastor Paul will also offer a Daily Devo�onal on Facebook live 
every day at 2:00 pm.  We will make those available on the website as well. 
 
The church office will be closed to foot traffic during this �me, but staff will be available by phone during regular office 
hours by calling the church number at (520) 836-5981. 
 
If you have not been receiving communica�on from us regarding these changes, we probably do not have up to date 
contact informa�on for you.  Please call or email the church office at fpccasagrande@gmail.com to make sure we have 
a correct phone number and email address for you.  Thank you! 



 Church History 
Biographical Sketches of FPC Pastors 

 
 On May 3, 2021 we will reach a milestone. First Presbyterian Church of Casa Grande will be 125 years old! 
Leading up to that event, we will offer biographical sketches of the pastors who have served FPC over that period. 

 
 

Henry A. Thompson (1894-1896) 
 
 In January of 1894, a handsome young minister by the name of Henry Thompson began 
evangelizing in the Casa Grande Valley. He had not yet completed his seminary educa�on but was 
licensed to preach in 1892 by the Presbytery of St. Paul. For two years he preached in the area and built 
up a congrega�on in Casa Grande. They met at the one room adobe school. Henry was from Minneapolis, 
Minnesota and was staying with the HC Mann family who were founders of the Peoria church. Peoria AZ. 
was a community organized and se�led by people from Peoria, IL. Henry Thompson had many 
experiences while evangelizing in the Casa Grande Valley. He traveled with his team of horses and 
camped in the desert on his preaching circuit. He once discovered a sec�on house at the Sweetwater 

sta�on between Casa Grande and Maricopa had been robbed and a woman had been le� behind bound and gagged. In 
July of 1894 he became seriously ill with typhoid fever while at Sacaton. At one point Rev Thompson u�lized a railroad 
hand car to make his rounds between Toltec, Arizola, Casa Grande, and Maricopa. He went as far west as Gila Bend 
and north to Wickenburg and Congress Junc�on to preach. The following account by Col. McClintock which appeared 
in the Phoenix Gaze�e, March 12, 1895, gives an accurate picture of how he conducted work: 

“Religion in the saddle is a reality in Arizona. The Rev HA Thompson, delegated by the Presbyterian Board of 
Missions to carry the Gospel into the hamlets of Central and Southern Arizona, is a young man, full of health, vigor, and 
enthusiasm in the cause, yet quick to adapt himself to his environment. Clad in the usual fron�ersman apparel, with 
spur on heel and revolver at belt, mounted on a powerful nag that steps well out and jogs his forty miles a day, he 
looks in few respects different from the average “cowman” encountered on the trails that lead into the wilds.”  

Mr. Thompson had finished only a part of his college work when he came to Peoria, but he was ordained by 
the Presbytery of Arizona, mee�ng in Phoenix, having passed his examina�on with honor. On May 3, 1896 Endeavor 
Church was officially established to serve Arizola and Casa Grande. Rev Henry A. Thompson was at the ceremony as 
well as Rev Isaac T. Whi�emore who would assume the leadership of the church. His home in Peoria was burned to the 
ground when a man had an accident filling a gasoline stove and it burst into flame. That happened in July of 1897 and 
the original session records of the Peoria church were lost in the fire. In January of 1898 Rev Thompson would leave his 
pastorate in Peoria and Congress Junc�on to return to Lane Theological Seminary in Cincinna�, Ohio to finish his 
educa�on.  

Rev Thompson was unmarried when he began his work in Arizona and like many young ministers found his 
bride in his first parish. She was Miss Mary Alice Mann, daughter of the family by whom the church at Peoria was 
begun. The two became engaged while Mr. Thompson was serving as pastor, but were not married un�l the Fall of 
1900, at Peoria, Illinois, in the home of DeLoss S. Brown. Mr. Thompson held pastorates in the Midwest before 
returning with Mrs. Thompson to Peoria, Arizona in 1911. Five children were born to Rev and Mrs. Thompson, one of 
whom, Wilbur A., was an elder in the Peoria Presbyterian Church many years later. During the years that followed, Rev 
Thompson, while not becoming pastor of the church, frequently supplied the pulpit and kept the flock together, at 
�mes when there was no regular pastor. A faithful and colorful life given in service for his Lord ended May 17, 1933 at 
his ranch home near Peoria. 

 



Due to the closing of all schools in Casa Grande, we faced a challenge in our partnership with Co�onwood School to 
collect shoes for our project.  We reached out to Funds2Orgs and requested an extension un�l April 30 to finish 
collec�ng our goal of 2,500 pair of gently worn or new shoes.  As of March 20, we had collected 1,750 pairs.  We 
believe we can s�ll meet our goal with your help.  Look for the red boxes around church when services resume on 
campus. 
 
In February, we began furnishing bags of food each weekend for ten (10) children at Co�onwood School.   The bags 
include non-perishable food items such as granola bars, oatmeal packets, crackers, canned chicken or beef, pretzels, 
etc.   All children should have food for the weekend. 
 
Coming soon we will begin the Goody Bag project where we furnish bags of hygiene items for the homeless.  Last 
year we gave bags to Seeds of Hope and the Police Department.  Our congrega�on is so generous and we appreciate 
all of your support for these important community projects. 

 Missions 

 Seeds of Hope 
It’s not too late to do your AZ Tax Credit again. Remember it’s a dollar per dollar credit up to $800 on your AZ return. 
You can donate now and have up to April 15th 2020 to apply those tax credits. 
 
Arizona Gives Day is Tuesday April 7th !!  Help us exceed our goal this year of $60,000. You can make your dona�on on-
line, stop by or office or join us for some fun at Boston’s Pizza from 5pm to 9pm that night. If you eat there Boston’s 
will be dona�ng a percentage of your �cket to SOH. Great cause, great food – it’s a win win for all of us,  
 
Our annual golf tournament will be at Dave White Golf course on Saturday May 2nd.  Help support us by ge�ng your 
team together, enjoying a great round of golf and lunch. 
 
Na�onal Day of Prayer is Thursday May 7th. We will be partnering up with area churches for a �me of prayer and reflec-
�on. Details to follow.   
 
For more informa�on on these events or on any of our ministry’s follow us on Facebook, our website 
www.seedso�opeaz.com or call our office at 836-6335. 
 
Blessings to All, 
Mark  



 Session Update 
Thank you notes from Sue Houser, Combined Office Administrator, Presbyteries of Grand Canyon and de Cristo, to 
Pastor Paul and Elder Cooper were read in apprecia�on of everything our leaders and volunteers did to make a great 
annual mee�ng. 
 
Sympathy extended in the death of our Deacon Diane Goodman on February 17 and Jean Moffe� on January 25. 
 
Denny Honodel spoke on United States Flag E�que�e.  The American Flag is on the right side of  the speaker (pulpit), 
all other flags to the le� of the American Flag.  Elder Bo� will purchase new flags for the FLC. 
 
The Scouts of America Troop 919 will be affiliated with FPC and will present the colors when appropriate, sell 
Christmas wreaths in the Parlor and the FLC in October, assist in building the labyrinth, and help with the Shoe 
Project. 
 
Presbytery de Cristo Vision 2020 Task Force ques�ons were discussed. 
 
A list has been composed of members’ interest in helping our congrega�on by the Worship Team.  Tradi�onal and 
Contemporary services are in need of volunteers. 
 
Elder Jantz reported the Women’s Bible Study group is enjoying Liz Cur�s Higgs videos and study.  Deacons are doing 
a great job at the Welcome Table.  Le�ers are being sent to visitors. 
 
Missions had a very successful Spaghe� Dinner!  Laundry Love provided for approximately 150 loads of laundry, plus 
snacks, sandwiches, and drinks.  Shoes are coming to the church, but we have not met our goal yet.  Co�onwood 
Elementary School is involved in this project.  Seeds of Hope raised about $8.000.00. 
 
Personnel has worked very diligently with all job descrip�ons.  CRE Bill Heinle will be adding Associate Pastor to his 
�tle.  Chris�an Educa�on Director was added. 
 
Proper�es Elders have made arrangements to have the weeds sprayed twice a year.  Wai�ng for a bid on roof 
repairs.  Working on a bridge to connect the FLC and parking area. 
 
Karen Lloyd and Elizabeth Elgin prepared lunch for Habitat for Humanity March 7. 
 
Good Samaritan Fund will receive the Fi�h Sunday offering in March. 

The Women’s Ministry Tea originally scheduled for March 28 has been postponed.  Please stay tuned for updates or 

contact Renee Lovell at rlovell919@gmail.com for more informa�on. 

 Women’s Ministry 



April 2020 
*All mee�ngs/events are pending and are subject to change based on the Session Mee�ng April 1 and the COVID-

19 situa�on as it unfolds.  Please con�nue to check our website for up to date informa�on. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
 
6:45 AA 
10:00 AA 
 
 
 
 
12:00 Al-Anon 
3:00 Session 

2 
 
6:45 AA 

3 
 
6:45 AA 
6:45    Al-Anon 
10:00   AA 

4 
 
6:45 AA 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30    Al-Anon 
6:30    AA 

4 
 
6:45 AA 

5 
 
6:45 AA 
10:00 AA 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
6:45 AA 
 
 
 
 
 
12:00 Women’s 
AA 

8 
 
6:45 AA 
10:00 AA 
 
 
 
 
 
12:00 Al-Anon 

9 
 
6:45 AA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
6:45 AA 
6:45    Al-Anon 
10:00   AA 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
6:45 AA 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30    Al-Anon 
6:30    AA 

12 
 
6:45 AA 
8:30 Worship 
10:00 Worship 
11:11 Worship 
 
 

13 
 
6:45 AA 
10:00 AA 
 
1:00 Game Room 
4:00 Missions 
Team 
4:30 WW 
6:00 Cub Scouts 

14 
 
6:45 AA 
9:00 Staff Mee�ng 
 
 
 
 
12:00 Women’s 
AA 

15 
 
6:45 AA 
10:00 AA 
 
12:00 Al-Anon 
5:00 Bell Choir 
5:45 Fellowship 
6:15 Adult Bible 
Study 

16 
 
6:45 AA 
8:00 Men’s 
Fellowship 
 
 
 
1:00 Adamavich 
Grace Group 

17 
 
6:45 AA 
6:45    Al-Anon 
10:00   AA 
 
 

18 
 
6:45 AA 
7:30 Traffic School 
8:00 Eye Openers 
Business Mee�ng 
 
 
6:30    Al-Anon 
6:30    AA 

19 
 
6:45 AA 
8:30 Worship 
11:11  Worship  

20 
 
6:45 AA 
10:00 AA 
 
 
 
1:00 Game Room 
4:30 WW 
6:00 Cub Scouts 

21 
 
6:45 AA 
9:00 Staff Mee�ng 
 
 
 
 
12:00 Women’s 
AA 

22 
 
6:45 AA 
10:00 AA 
 
12:00 Al-Anon 
5:00 Bell Choir 
5:45 Fellowship 
6:15 Adult Bible 
Study 

23 
 
6:45 AA 
8:00 Men’s 
Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
5:30 Session 

24 
 
6:45 AA 
6:45    Al-Anon 
10:00   AA 
 
 
 
6:30 Godwin 
Grace Group 

25 
 
6:45   AA 
7:30 Traffic School 
 
 
 
 
6:30    Al-Anon 
6:30    AA 

26 
 
6:45 AA 
8:30 Worship 
11:11   Worship 

27 
 
6:45 AA 
10:00 AA 
 
 
 
1:00 Game Room 
4:30 WW 
6:00 Cub Scouts 

28 
 
6:45 AA 
9:00 Staff Mee�ng 
 
 
 
 
12:00 Women’s 
AA 

29 
 
6:45 AA 
10:00 AA 
 
12:00 Al-Anon 
5:00 Bell Choir 
5:45 Fellowship 
6:15 Adult Bible 
Study 

30 
 
6:45 AA 
8:00 Men’s 
Fellowship 

 
 

 



Ministry Connec�on 
 

Ministers:  Whole Congrega�on 
 

Associate Pastor Bill Heinle 
Bell Choir          Kim Freyermuth,  
   Susan Quintanar 
Chancel Choir  June Graber 
Choir Accompanist Kim Freyermuth 
Custodian  Harold Lovell 
Grace Groups  Linda Irvin 
Kitchen Ministry Karen Lloyd 
Memorial Commi�ee Marcey Honodel 
Men’s Ministry Rev. Paul Elgin 
Nursery A�endants Jasmin Diaz 
   Alison Gomez  
Office Manager Heather McNu� 
Organist  Jane Ethington 
Pastor  Rev. Paul Elgin 
Seeds of Hope Mark Vanderheyden 
Sexton  Pete Vogel 
Special Events Coord. Renee Lovell 
Stephen Ministry Bill Heinle 
Trad’l Worship Music Roberta Doerges 
Women’s Bible Study Donita Godwin 
Women’s Ministry Renee Lovell 

Phone:  (520) 836-5981 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 

7:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
(closed for lunch 12:30-1:30) 

E-mail:  fpccasagrande@gmail.com 
      pastorcgf@gmail.com 

www.firstpresbyteriancasagrande.com 
 h�ps://www.facebook.com/

firstpresbyterianCG 

How To Reach Us 

Session 
 

Jim Antholz (Proper�es)             colojim@hotmail.com 
Eric Bertness (Finance)                 ericbertness@hotmail.com 
Travis Bo� (Worship)                                                   tlbaz@yahoo.com 
Vicki Cooper (Missions)     vcooper9@centurylink.net 
Ronny Douglass (Personnel)              rwdouglass@cox.net 
Jean Gomez (Chris�an Educa�on)          gojean22@yahoo.com 
Dean Haug (Proper�es)                           deanhaug@yahoo.com 
Lester Hehr (Finance)                   lmhehr@msn.com 
Marge Jantz (Congrega�onal Life)        margejantz@gmail.com 
Bruce Nyman (Proper�es)        pamnyman@yahoo.com 
Larry Rucas (Finance)       akrukus1@mtaonline.net 
Reg Wax (Missions)                 regwax@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer: Gary Ellis 
Clerk of Session: Kay Svedjan 
 
 

Deacon Parish Assignments 
 

Jackie Shinn                           Moderator 
                                                    A-Bo 
Anne Collis                     Br-Coo 
Evelyn Rucas (Meals)      Cop-Et 
Jim & Karen Morphew      Ev-Gre 
Ken & Judy Davenport (Guest Services)    Gri-Jac 
Cathleen Rafferty (Awareness)                    Jah-La 
Ki�y Bertness (Funerals)    Le-Mod 
Marcey Honodel (Meals)                Moe-Pic 
DeeLane Heinle         Pl-Sch 
Renee Lovell (Awareness)    Scl-Thu 
John & Marlene Grentzer (Guest Services)                  Tow-Z 

Vision Statement: 
Belong to God and to each other 

Believe God’s word 
Be more like Christ 

Build a be�er community 

 

The church office will be closed through April 1.  
Please con�nue to check the church website for 

updates on when ac�vi�es will resume on 
campus and to stay in touch with our church 

family. 


