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Welcome – Pastor Paul 

Opening Voluntary – My Country, Tis of Thee/Eternal Father, Strong to Save Richard Hurley 

Call to Worship 

We come to worship you, O God, and to receive from you the words of life. Help us to be 

diligent in preparing our hearts to receive you and your word that our lives may be beautiful reflections 

of your love and grace. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession 

Let us confess to God and before one another our sins and especially the way we allow our 

hearts to grow hard, stony, and thorny. Please pray with me. We confess to you, O God, and before one 

another that we have sinned. Though you are faithful to send the seed of life to us, we are lax in 

preparing ourselves to receive it. We allow the worries of life to grow up and choke new life. We 

allow the circumstances of life to make our hearts hard. We allow past events to be like rocks just 

below the surface of our hearts. Forgive us for blocking your gracious gifts and send your Spirit upon 

us so that we may work the soil of our hearts to prepare for your gracious work within, among, and 

through us. Amen. God’s grace is good and long-suffering. God’s desire is always to send us life and to 

send life to others through us. God’s forgiveness and Spirit are ours.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are 

forgiven! Thanks be to God. 

Scripture – 2 Chronicles 7:12-22 

12 the Lord appeared to him at night and said: “I have heard your prayer and have chosen this 

place for myself as a temple for sacrifices. 

13 “When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a 

plague among my people, 14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray 

and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their 

sin and will heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in 

this place. 16 I have chosen and consecrated this temple so that my Name may be there forever. My eyes 

and my heart will always be there. 

17 “As for you, if you walk before me faithfully as David your father did, and do all I command, and 

observe my decrees and laws, 18 I will establish your royal throne, as I covenanted with David your father 

when I said, ‘You shall never fail to have a successor to rule over Israel.’ 

19 “But if you turn away and forsake the decrees and commands I have given you and go off to serve 

other gods and worship them, 20 then I will uproot Israel from my land, which I have given them, and will 



reject this temple I have consecrated for my Name. I will make it a byword and an object of 

ridicule among all peoples. 21 This temple will become a heap of rubble. All who pass by will be 

appalled and say, ‘Why has the Lord done such a thing to this land and to this temple?’ 22 People will 

answer, ‘Because they have forsaken the Lord, the God of their ancestors, who brought them out of 

Egypt, and have embraced other gods, worshiping and serving them—that is why he brought all this 

disaster on them.’” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Prayers of the People & Lord’s Prayer 

Special Music O Beautiful for Spacious Skies Richard Hurley 

Scripture – Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30 

16 “To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling 

out to others: 17 “‘We played the pipe for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not 

mourn.’ 

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came 

eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 

sinners.’ But wisdom is proved right by her deeds.” 

25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 

these things from the wise and learned and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, Father, for this is 

what you were pleased to do. 

27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no 

one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you 

and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my 

yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

Sermon – Pastor Paul  
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Benediction 

Postlude Battle Hymn of the Republic Richard Hurley 
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