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(*indicates to stand if able) 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME       PASTOR                      

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP         LITURGIST 
In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 
have seen his glory. 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY  
 
OPENING PRAYER                                           LITURGIST 
O God, Searcher of all our hearts, you have formed us as 
a people and claimed us for your own. As we come to 
acknowledge your sovereignty and grace, and to enter 
anew into covenant with you, reveal any reluctance or 
falsehood within us. Let your Spirit impress your truth 
on our inmost being, and receive us in mercy, for the 
sake of our Mediator, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.                    

(David Tripp, England, 20th Cent.) 
 

PROCLAMATION 
                 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT    PASTOR 
 

“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”  
  Jeridan Cowsert, soloist 
 
*GOSPEL READING  Ecclesiastes 3:1-14   PASTOR  

Everything Has Its Time 
3 For everything there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven: 
2 a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 



3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5 a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones 
together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8 a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace. 

The God-Given Task 
9 What gain have the workers from their toil? 10 I have seen 
the business that God has given to everyone to be busy 
with. 11 He has made everything suitable for its time; 
moreover he has put a sense of past and future into their 
minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from 
the beginning to the end. 12 I know that there is nothing 
better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as 
long as they live; 13 moreover, it is God’s gift that all 
should eat and drink and take pleasure in all their toil. 14 I 
know that whatever God does endures forever; nothing can 
be added to it, nor anything taken from it; God has done 
this, so that all should stand in awe before him. 
 
Homily  “Increased in Wisdom” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2022 COVENANT SERVICE 
Invitation:                          Pastor 
Commit yourselves to Christ as his servants. Give yourselves 
to him, that you may belong to him. Christ has many 
services to be done. Some are easier and more honorable, 
others are more difficult and disgraceful. Some are suitable 
to our inclinations and interests, others are contrary to 
both. In some we may please Christ and please ourselves. 
But then there are other works where we cannot please 
Christ except by denying ourselves. It is necessary, 
therefore, that we consider what it means to be a servant 
of Christ. Let us, therefore, go to Christ, and pray:  
 
Let me be your servant, under your command. I will no 
longer be my own. I will give up myself to your will in all 
things. 
Be satisfied that Christ shall give you your place and work. 
Lord, make me what you will. I put myself fully into your 
hands: 
put me to doing, put me to suffering, let me be 
employed for you, or laid aside for you, let me be full, 
let me be empty, let me have all things, let me have 
nothing. I freely and with a willing heart give it all to 
your pleasure and disposal. 
 
Christ will be the Savior of none but his servants. He is the 
source of all salvation to those who obey. Christ will have 
no servants except by consent; Christ will not accept 
anything except full consent to all that he requires. Christ 
will be all in all, or he will be nothing. Confirm this by a 
holy covenant. To make this covenant a reality in your life, 
listen to these cautions:  

• First, set apart some time, weekly, to be spent alone 
with the Lord. 

o Confess your sins to God. 
o Repent and change your mind and seek God’s 

help in love and assistance to forgive yourself 
and others.  



o Choose Christ’s way in the world and be 
people of grace and love in all matters. 

o Do not lie to God. Choose Christ. 

• Second, be serious and in a spirit of holy awe and 
reverence, love God and neighbor.  

• Third, claim God's covenant, rely upon God's promise 
of giving grace and strength, so you can keep your 
promise. Trust not your own strength and power.  

• Fourth, resolve to be faithful. You have given to the 
Lord your hearts, you have opened your lips to the 
Lord, and you have dedicated yourself to God. With 
God's power, never go back.  

• And last, be then prepared to renew your covenant 
with the Lord. Open your hearts to the Lord, as we 
pray.   

 
COVENANT PRAYER 

O righteous God, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
see me as I fall down before you. Forgive my 
unfaithfulness in not having done your will, for you have 
promised mercy to me if I turn to you with my whole 
heart. 
God requires that you shall put away all your idols. 
I here from the bottom of my heart renounce them all, 
covenanting with you that no known sin shall be allowed 
in my life. Against your will, I have turned my love 
toward the world. In your power I will watch all 
temptations that will lead me away from you. For my 
own righteousness is riddled with sin, unable to stand 
before you. 
Through Christ, God has offered to be your God again if you 
would let him. 
Before all heaven and earth, I here acknowledge you as 
my Lord and God. I take you, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, for my portion, and vow to give up myself, body, 
and soul, as your servant, to serve you in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of my life. 



God has given the Lord Jesus Christ as the only way and 
means of coming to God. 
Jesus, I do here on bended knees accept Christ as the 
only new and living Way, and sincerely join myself in a 
covenant with him. O blessed Jesus, I come to you, 
hungry, sinful, miserable, blind, and naked, unworthy 
even to wash the feet of your servants. I do here, with 
all my power, accept you as my Lord and Head. I 
renounce my own worthiness, and vow that you are the 
Lord, my righteousness. I renounce my own wisdom and 
take you for my only guide. I renounce my own will and 
take your will as my law. 
Christ has told you that you must suffer with him. 
I do here covenant with you, O Christ, to take my lot 
with you as it may fall. Through your grace I promise 
that neither life nor death shall part me from you. 
God has given holy laws as the rule of your life. 
I do here willingly put my neck under your yoke, to carry 
your burden. All your laws are holy, just, and good. I 
therefore take them as the rule for my words, thoughts, 
and actions, promising that I will strive to order my 
whole life according to your direction, and not allow 
myself to neglect anything I know to be my duty. 
The almighty God searches and knows your heart. 
O God, you know that I make this covenant with you 
today 
without guile or reservation. If any falsehood should be 
in it, guide me and help me to set it aright. And now, 
glory be to you, O God the Father, whom I from this day 
forward shall look upon as my God and Father. Glory be 
to you, O God the Son, who have loved me and washed 
me from my sins in your own blood, and now is my Savior 
and Redeemer. Glory be to you, O God the Holy Spirit, 
who by your almighty power have turned my heart from 
sin to God. O mighty God, the Lord Omnipotent, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, you have now become my Covenant 
Friend. And I, through your infinite grace, have become 



your covenant servant. So be it. And let the covenant I 
have made on earth be ratified in heaven. Amen. 
 
You are advised to make this covenant not only in your 
heart, but in word; not only in word, but in writing. 
Therefore, with all reverence, lay the service before the 
Lord as your act and deed. And when you have done this, 
sign it. Then keep it as a reminder of the holy agreement 
between God and you that you may remember it during 
doubts and temptations. 
 
SIGN 
HERE:___________________________________________ 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan 
Tradition (Contemporary Version)  
I am no longer my own, but yours. 
Put me to what you will, place me with whom you will. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be put to work for you or set aside for you, 
Praised for you or criticized for you. 
Let me be full, let me be empty. 
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 
I freely and fully surrender all things to your glory and 
service. And now, O wonderful and holy God, 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,  
you are mine, and I am yours. 
 
So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made on earth, 
Let it also be made in heaven.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE- (SEE SCREEN)    
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
 



WORSHIPPING THROUGH GIVING 
We give joyously to our Lord with our time, talents, gifts, 
service, presence, and witness.  
DOXOLOGY: (UNISON) 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
praise him all creatures here below 
praise him above ye heavenly host 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

SENDING FORTH 

THE THREE GENERAL RULES OF METHODISM  
Be mindful sisters and brothers of the three general 
rules of the people called Methodist, namely: First by 
doing no harm, by avoiding evil of every kind; Secondly 
by doing good of every possible sort and as far as 
possible to all persons and thirdly by attending upon all 
the sacraments and ordinances of God, which are the 
means of grace. Thus, by accepting God’s grace and 
following the general rules we renew our covenant and 
affirm our faith to be Disciples of Jesus Christ Amen. 
 
Hymn #224: “Good Christian Friends”  
1. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and 
voice; give ye heed to what we say: News, news! Jesus 
Christ is born today! Ox and ass before him bow, and he is 
in the manger now. Chris is born today, Christ is born 
today! 
 
 
 



2. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and 
voice; now ye hear of endless bliss: News, news! Jesus 
Christ was born for this! He hath opened heaven’s door, 
and ye are blest forevermore. Christ was born for this, 
Christ was born for this! 
 
3. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and 
voice; now ye need not fear the grave: News, news! Jesus 
Christ was born to save! Calls you one and calls you all to 
gain his everlasting hall. Christ was born to save, Christ was 
born to save! 
 
*BENEDICTION IN UNISON 
Go forth in peace, the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  Amen. 
 
Postlude    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SPRUCE STREET 
ANNOUNCEMENT DISPATCH 

Sunday, December 26, 2021 
 
RADIO BROADCAST DEDICATION (92.1FM and 1300AM) 
In honor of the birthdays of Aryn Rodeheaver and Mick 
Yanak 
 --Lynn Yanak  
 
ALTAR FLOWERS DEDICATION 
Happy Heavenly birthday to Joe Helen Trippet  
 --Penny Turley 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD:  
(Prayer updates can be shared with Carolyn Carr at 
cdccarr@yahoo.com) 
Quinn Williams    Art and Eileen Ford  
Charlotte Taylor   Frances Lindamood 
Becky Digman    Dale Staley II  
Jean Losh    Dana Trent   
Pam Todd    Phyllis Glowacky  
Jerry Hott    Jean Smith   
Delbert and Del Hilling   Pastor John Welch   
Elaina McCutcheon   Bob Jones    
Rita and David Friend   Dorothy Moore  
Debbie Davis    Connie Rutan   
Sarah Davis    Teresa Murray   
Debbie Summers   Sancie Smallwood  
Jimmy Neville    David Thompson  
Jane Thompson   Kevin Taylor   
Lynda Ware and family   Jessica Martin 
Keith and Carolyn Carr   Alice Smyth 
Hilda Ralston    Gerri DeFabio 
The family and friends of Lois Mayfield     
Those affected by tornados 
Unspoken Prayers 

 
THIS WEEK: 
 

Just a reminder: the office is closed between 
Christmas and New Year’s. Pastor Bart is on call as 
needed.  

mailto:cdccarr@yahoo.com


 
 

THE CHURCH STAFF 
Rev’d Bart Thompson: (304) 813-7213; pastor@sprucestreetumc.org 
Administrative Assistant (Madelaine Shultz): 
secretary@sprucestreetumc.org 
Communications (Judi McCracken): crack1111@comcast.net 
Building Supervisor (Bonnie Johnson): johnson26541@yahoo.com 
Prayer Focus (Carolyn Carr): cdccarr@yahoo.com 
Financial Secretary (Judy Kennell): finance@sprucestreetumc.org 
Music Director (Marguerite Bostonia): margbos6@gmail.com 
Choir Director (Sam Spears): samuelbspears@outlook.com 
Children’s Ministry (Lena Glowacky): 
childrensministry@sprucestreetumc.org 
 
CHURCH INFORMATION 
Spruce Street United Methodist Church 
Church Website: www.sprucestreetumc.org 
Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/sprucestreetumc 
386 Spruce St, Morgantown, WV. 26505 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM  
(closed Friday, Saturday) 
Office Phone: (304) 292-3359 

 
HOW TO GIVE ONLINE 
Please use our app 
https://www.givelify.com/givers/. 
 

COMMUNICATION MINISTRY: 
    

RADIO, WEB & SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE 
Church Website: www.sprucestreetumc.org 

Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/sprucestreetumc 
Check out http://mixlr.com/sprucestreetumc/ to connect to hear the 
live stream of our worship. To listen to past worship services, when 
on the homepage scroll down on the left-hand column and click 
Showreel items for past worship services. 

 
PRAYER & OUT REACH MINISTRY: 
Our prayer shawls, prayer squares, crosses in my pocket 
and masks are always available. If you desire or need them, 

please let us know. We will bring them to you.        
 

 

https://www.givelify.com/givers/
http://mixlr.com/sprucestreetumc/


 

 

Gifts of Love ministry is in need of twin size bed sheets, 
light weight blankets, bakeware, pots and pans, new 
standard size pillows and fans. Thank you for your 
generosity. 

Collecting for Friendship House Blankets and Toiletries 
 
Enjoy! Books are available in the church office, on 
Sunday’s in Seeker’s Hall, and by calling Roger Britton. 
Books are $40 and offer hundreds of dollars in savings from 
local restaurants and businesses. They make great 
Christmas gifts too! 
 
 
Yoga will be moving in the New Year! 
The Tuesday morning yoga class will move to Thursday’s at 
10am starting January 6, 2022. A Zoom link will also be 
provided in case of inclement weather. Just a reminder, 
yoga is cancelled for December 28.  
 
Volunteers are needed on Sunday, January 9th following the 
10:45 service to help take down and pack away the holiday 
decorations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COVID PROTOCOLS UPDATE 

• We want to thank you all for being kind, caring, and 
loving people who love God and love neighbor. 

• We want to thank you for being a wonderful church 
family and following the Covid protocols and keeping 
people safe. #GREAT JOB DISCIPLES!!!! #YOU GUYS 
ROCK!!!!   

• We are going to reintroduce one congregational 
hymn into the service at the end of the service. 

o Masks will be required 
o Social Distance will be maintained 
o Hand washing and sanitizing are encouraged 
o Please wait till the ushers dismiss you, so as 

you wait:  
▪ Listen to the postlude 
▪ Pray 
▪ Know you are blessed, beloved, child of 

God, precious and beautiful to behold 

• Remember the protocols are an expression of 
discipleship and we are building a loving and caring 
church community that includes a place and home 
for most vulnerable of our population.  

• We are adjusting our bulletins and worship format to 
accommodate congregational singing.  

 

 


