
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
Welcome to Spruce Street United Methodist Church 

“A Church at the Heart of Morgantown  
with a Heart for Morgantown” 

Christmas Eve             December 24, 2021 

(*indicates to stand if able) 
Altar Flowers sponsored by Henry and Marge Lee, In honor or past and 
present SSUMC Members. 

GATHERING 

Prelude: Pastorale from Messiah, by Handel 
Lighting of Worship Candles 
Welcome 
 

*Call to Worship              
Christ is born; give him glory! 
Christ has come down from heaven; receive him! 
Christ is now on earth; exalt him! 
O you earth, sing to the Lord! 
O you nations, praise him in joy, for he has been 
glorified! 

 
    Infant Holy, Infant Lowly   Handbell Choir 

      
Opening Prayer               
Send, O God, into the darkness of this troubled world, 
the light of Your Son. Let the star of your hope touch the 
minds of all people with the bright beams of mercy and 
truth; and so direct our steps that we may ever walk in 
the way revealed to us, as the shepherds of Bethlehem 
walked with joy to the manger where he dwelled, who 
now and ever reigns in our hearts, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
 



THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE               
A reading from the Epistle Titus:  Titus 2: 11 
 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to 
all. 
 
Prayer:  We light this candle as a symbol of the 
incarnation.  Send, O God, into the darkness of this 
troubled world, the light of your Son.  Let the star of your 
hope touch the minds of all people with the bright beams 
of mercy and truth; and so direct our steps that we may 
ever walk in the way revealed to us, as the shepherds of 
Bethlehem walked with joy to the manger where he 
dwelled, who now and ever reigns in our hearts, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
O Holy Night by Adam  Bronwyn Clagett, soloist 

 
PROCLAMATION 

Bidding Prayer     Pastor 
 
Beloved in Christ, 
this Christmas Eve it is our duty and delight  
to prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the 
angels, and to go in heart and mind to Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which is come to pass, 
and the Babe lying in a manger.  
Therefore, let us hear again from Holy Scripture 
the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of 
our sin until the glorious redemption brought us by this holy 
Child; and let us make this house of prayer glad with our 
carols of praise. But first, because this of all things would 
rejoice Jesus’ heart, let us pray to him for the needs of the 
whole world, and all his people;  
for peace upon the earth, he came to save; 
for love and unity within the one Church he did build; for 
goodwill among all peoples.  
And particularly at this time let us remember 
the poor, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed; 



the sick and them that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; 
the aged and the little children; 
and all who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not,  
or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.  
Lastly let us remember all those who rejoice with us, but 
upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude 
which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word 
made flesh,  
and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are 
one.  
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the 
throne of heaven, in the words that Christ himself has 
taught us.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER    (Unison) 
 
BLESSING     Pastor 
The almighty God bless us with divine grace, Christ give us 
the joys of everlasting life, and unto the fellowship of the 
citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.  
 
First Lesson   Micah 5:2-5a  
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
    who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
    one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
    from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
    when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
    to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of 
the LORD, 
    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
    to the ends of the earth; 
5 and he shall be the one of peace. 



    If the Assyrians come into our land 
    and tread upon our soil 
  
O Come, O Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus arr. by Spears 
 
Second Lesson  Luke 1:26-45  

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 
town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29 But she 
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort 
of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be 
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 
will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this 
be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this 
is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37 For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, 
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from 
her. 

Mary Visits Elizabeth 
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a 
Judean town in the hill country, 40 where she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, 



and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this 
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to 
me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, 
the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she 
who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord.” 
 

Mary, Did You Know? by Lowry       Dawna Johnson, soloist 
 
Third Lesson  Luke 1:46-55 

Mary’s Song of Praise 
46 And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
48 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his 
servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 
 
Behold That Star by Burleigh             Sam Spears, soloist 
 
 
 
 



Fourth Lesson  Luke 2:1-20 
The Birth of Jesus 

2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus 
that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they 
were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 

The Shepherds and the Angels 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her 



heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 
 
Away in a Manger    Emily Helms, soloist 
 
Fifth Lesson  John 1:1-14 

The Word Became Flesh 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 
all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being 
through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came 
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 
will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full 
of grace and truth. 
 
What Child Is This?    Rick Probst, soloist 
 

SERVICE OF TABLE 

Invitation  
The Offering    

 
 



Prayer of Dedication  
Great God, our Redeemer, we sing your praises. Your 
glorious love shines in the face of Jesus, born a babe in 
this dark world. We marvel that he generously humbled 
himself to bring salvation. How precious is your gift of 
love! Let the light in our sanctuary and our songs of 
praise spill through the windows to neighbors dwelling in 
darkness. May our gifts and offerings reflect the light of 
Christ and, as beacons in the night, draw people far and 
near closer to you. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 
(Luke 2:1-20) 
 
Sacrament of Holy Communion (See Screen)       

“Everyone is welcome to come to the table for Holy 
Communion.” 

 
Sharing of the Sacrament  
 
Carol Singing 
HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners 
reconciled!” 
 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in 
Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “glory to the newborn King!” 
 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of 
Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his 
wings. 
Mild he lays with glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second 
birth.  
 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “glory to the newborn King!” 



IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR 
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of 
gold: 
“Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven’s all-
gracious King.” 
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
 
For lo! The days are hastening on, by prophet seen of old, 
When with the ever-circling years shall come the time 
foretold 
When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors 
fling, 
And the whole world send back the song which now the 
angels sing. 
 
JOY TO THE WORLD 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her 
King: 
Let every heart prepare him room, And heaven and nature 
sing,   
 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her 
King: 
Let every heart prepare him room, And heaven and nature 
sing,   
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the 
nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love,  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE GOING FORTH- CANDLE LIGHTING 
 
Carol “Silent Night”                              
 
1. Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright  
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender 
and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly 
peace.  
 
2. Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;  
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing 
Alleluia!  
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!  
 
3. Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light;  
radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of 
redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at 
thy birth.  
 
4. Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light;  
with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;  
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!  
 
Dismissal:                                            
May the Christ who by his Incarnation gathered into one 
things earthly and heavenly, fill you with the sweetness of 
inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 
you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Blessing:                   
Go forth in peace and joy. Thanks be to God. Alleluia 
 
Postlude: Russian Carol of the Bells arr. by Uehlein 

 


