
   
Welcome to Spruce Street United Methodist Church 

November 29, 2020 
First Sunday of Advent 

________________________________________________ 
Prelude 

 
Leader: If ever there was a year we 
needed Advent, this is the year. We 
hardly know how to describe the year 
we have lived through. We hesitate to 
reflect on all the mess around us in 
2020. All we know is that nothing seems 
right, nothing seems like it used to be, 
nothing. We need Advent! 
The prophet Isaiah cried out for us, “O 
that you would tear open the heavens 
and come down … To make your name 
known … so that nations might tremble 

at your presence.” So tear through the mess, O Lord, and come 
down to us again. We long to be your people, a people of hope. 
We light this first candle as a sign of our hope. Hope that you 
can meet us, even in the mess of our world. Hope that you still 
see us, though we feel we are lost in the rubble. Let this light 
be the guide that brings us to Emmanuel once more. 
People: O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 

 
 

Announcements  
 
 

**We Gather to Worship God:  
L: O that God would tear open the heavens and come down!  
P: Of that day or hour, no one knows, only God.  
L: Be alert! Keep awake!  
P: The time is drawing near: The beginning of the good news 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  
 

 
 
Responsive reading: #801, Psalm 80: 1-7 
L: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a 
flock! You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth! In 
the presence of Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, stir up 
your might, and come to save us!      
P: Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be 
saved!     
L: O Lord, God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your 
people’s prayers?      
P: You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them 
tears to drink in full measure.    
L: You make us the scorn of our neighbors; and our enemies 
laugh among themselves.  
P: Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we 
may be saved!  

 
Prayer for Illumination: 
L: Gracious God, heaven and earth will pass away, but your 
words will not pass away: Your Word stands forever. May our 
generation be attentive so that, by the power of your Holy 
Spirit, we remember your ways and gladly do right, meeting you 
wherever and whenever you appear. In Christ’s name we pray.  
P: Amen.  
 
 



Scripture Reading:  Mark 13: 24-37 

The Coming of the Son of Man 

24 “But in those days, after that suffering,  
the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give 
its light, 
25 and the stars will be falling 
from heaven, 
    and the powers in the 
heavens will be shaken. 
26 Then they will see ‘the Son of 
Man coming in clouds’ with 
great power and glory. 27 Then 

he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

 

The Lesson of the Fig Tree 

28 “From the fig tree learn its 
lesson: as soon as its branch 
becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is 
near. 29 So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know 
that he is near, at the very 
gates. 30 Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until 
all these things have taken place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away. 

The Necessity for Watchfulness 

32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels 
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Beware, keep 
alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like 

a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his 
work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. 35 Therefore, keep 
awake—for you do not know 
when the master of the house 
will come, in the evening, or 
at midnight, or at cockcrow, or 
at dawn, 36 or else he may find 

you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I 
say to all: Keep awake.” 

 

Message 
 
Prayers of the People of God: (Prayer updates can be shared 
with Carolyn Carr at cdccarr@yahoo.com) 
Betty Miller     Patricia Dierkes 
Addlyn Layton   Quinn Williams  
Marianne Friel and family  Art and Eileen Ford   
Neva Staley    Charlotte Murphy   
Loretta Harman   Judy and Doug Harman 
Charlotte Taylor   Charlie Ramsey  
Freda Courtney   Frances Lindamood  
Nancy Friel    Bill Covert    
Rev. Vicky Shepperd  Mary Belle Rowe  
Roger and Saundra Britton  Ed and Ginger Satterfield 
Stacy Wilson    Medical Providers  



Becky Digman   Sancie Smallwood  
Aiden Hart    Gealy Wallwork  
Dale Staley II    Kevin Fredette  
Helen Davis    Bobby Fox   
Betty Jo Glendening  Jean Losh    
John White    Larry Buchman  
Emily Griffith   Molly Oldham   
Ray Hubbard    Ashley Thornburg  
David Friend    Lauren Starcher  
Victims of Domestic Violence Jimmy Hughes   
First Responders   Kinsely   
Natural Disaster recovery  Jesse Abbott   
Gladys Campbell   Luke Farley 
The Cole Family   Gerie Thrash 
Aly Hutzel    Paskel Eddy  
Pauline Shahan   Owen Pload  
Penny Turley    Caleb Rowe  
Jakoba Rowe    Tia Biro    
Judy Utley    Dana Trent 
Pam Todd    Phyllis Glowacky  
Odell Miller    Rev. Melissa Nicholson Wolfe 
Chris Deavers   Annie Goddard   
Sandy Long    Paul Hanko   
N. “KD” Kumaravelam  Family of Kalyn Irvin 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
L: God of power and glory, we remember your awesome deeds 
across the ages—the times you saved us and brought us home. 
Yet, we also remember times when we felt alone and afraid.  
P: O God, we are your people, the work of your hand. 
L: Look upon us with your shining face, especially in the time of 
need. We pray for those who look to you for healing and hope … 
those who are sick or recuperating from illness and injury … 
those who are lonely and need companionship and care … those 
for whom the holidays bring sorrow or pain … those whose deep 
sadness overshadows joy.  

P: Let your face shine upon us, O God.  
L: We pray for people in need of restoration and reconciliation: 
for those battling addictions and those in recovery … for people 
estranged from those they love … for someone lost in grief … for 
someone far from home.  
P: Let your face shine upon us, O God, that we might be 
saved.  
L: Renew the spirit of a world grown weary with waiting and 
hoping. Especially we pray for wars to end, for hunger and 
poverty to be crowded out by abundance. And we pray, too, for 
the church because we also grow weary in our waiting and 
watching for your power and glory to be made known. Grant us 
clarity, passion, and true fellowship so that we are awake to 
your presence. Let your face shine upon the church and all this 
weary world, we pray; in the name of the One born in a manger 
and coming again on clouds of glory.  
P: Amen.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
We Offer our Skills, our Time, our Financial Support, and 
Rededicate Our Lives to service in the name of Jesus Christ 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving/Dedication 
L: Faithful God, we thank you that Christ is being revealed in 
every time and place until he comes again in the fullness of 
glory. Strengthen our testimony and spiritual gifts; increase 
generosity in us, we pray, as we wait for the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  
P: Amen.  

 
 

**Call to Discipleship and Blessing  
 



Postlude 
______________________________________________ 

Spruce Street United Methodist Church 
386 Spruce St, Morgantown, WV. 26505 

Office Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM  
(closed Thursday, Friday, Saturday) 

Office Phone: (304) 292-3359 
Emails: 

secretary@sprucestreetumc.org 
pastor@sprucestreetumc.org 

 
Church Website: www.sprucestreetumc.org 

Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/sprucestreetumc 
Check out http://mixlr.com/sprucestreetumc/ to connect to 
hear the live stream of our worship. To listen to past worship 
services, when on the homepage scroll down on the left-hand 
column and click Showreel items for past worship services. 
 
You are still able to sponsor the radio broadcast or altar flowers  

by calling the church office at 304-292-3359 or emailing 
to secretary@sprucestreetumc.org. The cost is $80 for the radio 
broadcast and $35 for the alter flowers and that can be mailed 

to the church or given through Givelify at 
https://www.givelify.com/givers/. 

 
Our church website, www.sprucestreetumc.org, has links to 
all of our current Zoom gatherings, including to the Bible 
Study (Wednesdays at 11 AM), and the Prayer Meeting 
(Wednesdays at 6 PM). Videos of past Yoga sessions for you to 
view are also available. 
 
 
 
 
 

We have Angels from the Salvation Army Angel 
Tree in the church office. If you are interested 
in sponsoring or buying for an Angel, please call 
or stop in the office. Place gifts inside a white 
garbage bag (individually for each Angel). Put 
the top portion of the Angel tag (with child’s 
name and wishes) inside the bag. Tear off the 

bottom portion of the tag with # and tape to the outside of the 
bag.  
Beginning Nov. 25th, bring your Angel gift to 34 Commerce Road, 
Suite 601, Morgantown, WV. 26501 (Mon. – Sat. from 12-6 pm). 
Gifts can also be delivered to Spruce Street UMC (Mon.-Wed. 
from 9 am – 1 PM).  
All gifts are due back by December 4th.  
Please call the church office or Bonnie Johnson for more 
information.  
 
Advent Study 
Join Pastor Neil for a four week advent study starting Sunday, 
November 29th at 6pm on Zoom (no in-person) 

 
Exploring Advent with Luke, Four Questions 
for Spiritual Growth by Timothy Clayton 
 
In this fresh, new contemplative Advent 
companion, Timothy Clayton guides readers 
into a scriptural exploration of the events 
leading up to the birth of Christ. He deftly 
shows how Luke composed this first chapter 
of his gospel to deepen understanding of the 
birth of Jesus and how meditation on the 
questions posed by its main characters can 
help resolve issues that hinder the joy of 
Christmas. 
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Thank you to all who are supporting our Gifts of Love ministry. It 
is constantly evolving and meeting the needs of those who are 
creating a new home. We continue to welcome donations 
primarily of kitchen items that are in good condition. If you have 
any questions please contact Pastor Neil, Madelaine, or Carolyn. 
 
This year due to our new reality we have adjusted some of our 
outreach to the community at the request of the agencies 
involved. Scott’s Run and The Burlington UM  Home for Children 
have requested monetary donations which can be sent directly 
to them. Scott’s Run Settlement House, P. O. Box 590, 
Morgantown , WV 26546 and Burlington UM Home for Children, 
Route 50,  Burlington, WV 26710.  
Other agencies such as Pantry Plus and RDVIC have a list of 
needs:   
 
List for Pantry Plus - Peanut butter, canned chicken or tuna or 
ham, bread, jelly, spaghetti sauce, mac N cheese, diced 
tomatoes, and rice.  
These items can be dropped off at 9 Rousch Drive in Westover 
across from Launchpad Trampoline Park any time day or night. 
We have blue barrels there for donations. 
 
List for RDVIC - Paper towels, toilet paper, Kleenex, Disinfectant 
spray, wipes, and cleaner, laundry detergent (liquid), liquid 
hand soap, non-perishables, bottled water, umbrellas, alarm 
clocks, nail clippers, full size bottles of shampoo, conditioner, 
body wash; boys and girls coats (size 10 and up), phone chargers 
(all types), pajamas for children (all sizes), pajamas for women 
(all sizes but larger sizes needed). 
You may also make a monetary donation if you desire. Donations 
may be taken to - Pineview Gynecology, 1322 Pineview Dr. 

Since we won’t be able to do our Burlington Bags this year I 
encourage you to adopt an extra Salvation Army angel. We have 
the angel slips available in the church office.  

Our prayer shawls, prayer squares, crosses in my pocket and 
masks are always available. If you desire or need them, please 

let us know. We will bring them to you. 😍 
 
Enjoy Books are here! 
The United Methodist Men are selling the Enjoy Morgantown 
coupon books with discounts up to 50% at restaurants, fast food, 
pizzerias, ice cream shoppes, florists, golf courses, theatres, 
and many more in the Morgantown, Fairmont, and Uniontown 
areas. Books are available at the church office for $30 each. If 
you want a book and are not able to come to the office, please 
call the office or Roger Britton (304-292-8832) and delivery can 
be arranged.  
 

 
 



The Old Stone House is in it for the LONG RUN in 2020! 
“HOLIDAY SHOPPING MARATHON” 

Every Friday, Saturday & Sunday beginning November 
6 through December 20 CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS!! 
Gift shop hours are Fridays & Saturdays from 11am-
3pm & Sundays noon-4pm. *Exception: Small 
Business Saturday on November 28 has extended 
hours 10am-6pm. Safety protocols are being followed 
and four shoppers are allowed in the shop at one time. 
PRIVATE SHOPPING APPOINTMENTS during hours 
that the shop is closed to the public are available and 
encouraged by calling or texting “private shopper” at 
304-685-5947 to reserve a day and time. 
 
Jingle Bell Sale December 4, 5, 6:  A jingle bell will be 
chosen for a discount of 10-30% off a total purchase; 
Catholic Services is the Charity Partner during this time 

Pre-Holiday Sale December 18 (20% off), 19 (25% 
off), 20 (30% off): on all Fall & Christmas merchandise; 

Meals on Wheels (Morgantown) is the Charity Partner 
during this time 

 
The Old Stone House will be CLOSED Dec 21, 2020 
through Jan 7, 2021.       
 
The gift shop will reopen for a Post-Holiday Sale 
January 8 and 9: 35% off on all remaining Fall & 
Christmas merchandise. No Private Shopping 
Appointments accepted Jan 10 through 14, 2021.  
 
Beginning January 15 and 16, 2021: the OSH will 
resume a 2-day per week schedule (open Friday and 
Saturdays only, 11am-3pm) and accept PRIVATE 

SHOPPING APPOINTMENTS during hours that the 
shop is closed to the public.  The 2-day per week open 
schedule with Private Shopper appointments will 
continue into 2021 months until otherwise determined. 
 
Charity Partner Dates (includes days the shop is 
open and dates that are available for private 
shopping): 
Oct 19 thru 24 - Community Kitchen at Trinity Episcopal Church 

Nov 6 thru 12 - Catholic Services 

Nov 13 thru 19 - Christian Help 

Nov 20 thru 26 - St. Ursula Food Pantry & Outreach 

Nov 27 thru Dec 3 (Small Business Saturday, Nov 28, 10am-6pm) 
- Pantry Plus More 

Dec 4 thru 10 (Jingle Bell Sale) - CASA for Kids 

Dec 11 thru 17 - Mon County Child Advocacy Center 
Dec 18 thru 24 (Pre-Holiday Sale) - Meals on Wheels 
(Morgantown)  
OSH CLOSED: Dec. 21, 2020 - Jan. 7, 
2021
  

OSH Reopen: Jan. 8 & 9, 2021 – (Post-Holiday Sale) 
 

 
 


