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PRELUDE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME      PASTOR                      

 
COME HOME - Pastor 
 The Return (inspired by Luke 15:1-3, 11-32) 
 

Let this be the welcoming place 
the place of return 

and let it be built by a love 
that bends towards those who return here 

for it is a love that has been waiting 
like a candle in the window 
ever lighting the way back 

and  
never willing  

to let go 
the hope that each child 

will return home 
let it be the place  

where 
the only appropriate response 

to love  
that has come 

 to the end  
of its longing 

is to kill the fatted calf, 
feast and celebrate 

send up balloons 
and prepare the party 

for that which has been lost 
has returned  

to be among us 
once more… 

Written by Roddy Hamilton 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP         LITURGIST 
One: The psalmist writes that the faithful should  
pray to God in troubled times.  



All: Reconciling God, we pray with those in trouble  
Who are impacted by hurricanes, fires, war, political 
unrest, and poverty.  
One: The psalmist writes that God surrounds us with songs 
of rescue.  
All: Reconciling God, we pray with those in need of 
rescue 
Who are suffering from viruses, famine, war, forced 
migration and climate disaster.  
One: The psalmist writes that faithful love surrounds us.  
All: Reconciling God, make us ambassadors for Christ  
to extend your faithful love through our support of 
UMCOR, which allows all of us to be there to love and 
serve our neighbors.  
 
MUSIC MINISTRY  
 
OPENING PRAYER                                            LITURGIST 
Reconciling God, we rejoice in the promise of a new day.  
Pour out your Spirit through this time of worship. Equip 
us to be ambassadors for Christ. Open our hearts to sing 
songs of praise, rescue, and protection for our siblings 
around the world who are suffering. As we celebrate the 
work of UMCOR today, integrate our lives with love and 
care for others. May we see and welcome all into your 
new creation including the prodigal and especially those 
who are sullen, and ill at ease with forgiveness. Amen.  
 

FIRST READING 2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-21      Liturgist  
16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human 
point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a 
human point of view, we know him no longer in that 
way. 17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 



them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to 
us. 20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making 
his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT 
 
Choral Anthem: " When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" by 
Pethel 
 
**GOSPEL READING LUKE 15:1-3, 11b-32 
15 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near 
to listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were 
grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” 
3 So he told them this parable: 
11 Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two 
sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, 
give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ 
So he divided his property between them. 13 A few days 
later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a 
distant country, and there he squandered his property in 
dissolute living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe 
famine took place throughout that country, and he began 
to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of 
the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to 
feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have filled himself 
with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave 
him anything. 17 But when he came to himself he said, ‘How 
many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to 
spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go 
to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son; treat me like one of your hired 
hands.”’ 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while 
he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with 



compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed 
him. 21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, 
‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; 
put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And get 
the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to 
celebrate. 
25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came 
and approached the house, he heard music and 
dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was 
going on. 27 He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your 
father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him 
back safe and sound.’ 28 Then he became angry and refused 
to go in. His father came out and began to plead with 
him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these 
years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have 
never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given 
me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my 
friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who has 
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the 
fatted calf for him!’ 31 Then the father said to him, ‘Son, 
you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But 
we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has 
been found.’” 
 
Sermon  “Prodigal Ambassadors” 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Jesus Prayer – Breath Prayer 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me a 
Sinner. 

Be Silent and Breathe 



Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me a 
Sinner. 

Be Silent and Breathe 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me a 
Sinner. 

Be Silent and Breathe 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me a 
Sinner. 

Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
A broken and contrite heart is the acceptable sacrifice to 
you, O God. And so, we come before you today, as 
sinners in need of your mercy. Grant us your 
forgiveness, O God. 
Help us turn from our old ways. Lead us into newness of 
life and be witnesses of grace and hope so that our 
actions may be found pleasing in your sight. Amen. 
 

Moments of Silence for Personal Confession 

One: By Christ’s work, we are reconciled and united with 
God and with one another. Thanks be to God for the Good 
News. 
 
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen.  
 
WORSHIPPING THROUGH GIVING 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING/DEDICATION: (Unison) 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
praise him all creatures here below 
praise him above ye heavenly host 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
  
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
Hymn: #348 “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling” 
1. Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
Calling for you and for me; 
See, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, 
Watching for you and for me. 
REFRAIN: Come home (come home), come home; 
You who are weary, come home, 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
Calling, O sinner, come home! 
 
2. Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
Pleading for you and for me? 
Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 
Mercies for you and for me? 
REFRAIN: Come home (come home), come home; 
You who are weary, come home, 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
Calling, O sinner, come home! 
 
4. O for the wonderful love he has promised, 
Promised for you and for me! 
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 
Pardon for you and for me. 
REFRAIN: Come home (come home), come home; 
You who are weary, come home, 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
Calling, O sinner, come home! 
 
 



SENDING FORTH 

Go into the world as an Ambassador for Christ, 
filled with the Holy Spirit to share the good news of 
reconciliation; partnering with God to build up a new 
creation. 

Go in peace, to love and serve God and your neighbor. 
 
People: Thanks be to God! Amen! 
 
 

Postlude 

THE WORSHIP HAS CONCLUDED, OUR SERVICE BEGINS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Announcements 
Sunday, March 20, 2022 

 
RADIO BROADCAST DEDICATION (92.1FM and 1300AM) 
In memory of my mother, Joann Elliott 
   Robyn Lindamood 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS DEDICATION 
In memory of my mother, Joann Elliott 
   Robyn Lindamood 
 
How to Give Online: www.givelify.com/givers/ 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD:  
(Prayer updates can be shared with Carolyn Carr at 
cdccarr@yahoo.com) 
Charlotte Taylor  Alma Jean Beard    
Becky Digman   Kayla Glowacky 
Jean Losh   Tom Poole   
Phyllis Glowacky  Hallie Hall    
Art and Eileen Ford  Robyn Lindamood  
Frances Lindamood  Frank Tulak   
Dale Staley II   Alison Carr    
Pam Todd   Sylvia Chico 
Dorothy Moore   Josh and Julie Davis 
Jimmy Neville   Mark Wise 
Luke Sigler   Joseph Goulet   
Pete VanGilder  
David Thompson 
Jane Thompson 
Monty Brown 
Wayne Schaumburg    
      
The Family and Friends of Sancie Smallwood 
     
Our Prayer chain & list are important parts of our ministry to each 
other and the community.  We have long term or continuing prayer 
requests and some that are current or short-term requests.  
Starting in April, we will provide you with the list of long term or 
continuing requests in the newsletter. The current requests will be 
listed in the bulletin and moved as needed to the long-term list or 
removed.  We have removed some names from our lists to keep them 
up to date. If you have any requests or questions, please let us know.  
 
 

mailto:cdccarr@yahoo.com


THIS WEEK: 

• Sunday, March 27: Lent Study at 6PM  

• Monday, March 28: Administrative Council Mtg at 6PM, ReLaunch 
Mtg at 7PM 

• Wednesday, March 30: Bible Study at 11AM, Prayer Mtg at 6PM 

• Thursday, March 31: Yoga at 10AM, Choir Practice at 7PM 
 

    

RADIO, WEB & SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE 
Church Website: www.sprucestreetumc.org 
Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/sprucestreetumc 
http://mixlr.com/sprucestreetumc/ to connect to hear the live 
stream of our worship.  

Children’s Church 
Children’s Church is on Zoom! Please contact 
childrensminsitry@sprucestreetumc.org for the link to connect.  
 

PRAYER & OUTREACH MINISTRY 
Our prayer shawls, prayer squares, crosses in my pocket and 
masks are always available. If you desire or need them, please 

let us know. We will bring them to you.        

 
Gifts of Love 
Thank you for your continued generosity in support of our Gifts 
of Love ministry.  

In addition to our basic list our specific needs right now 
include bath towels, small containers of cleaning supplies, 
& bakeware such as cookie sheets, pie plates, etc.  Thank 

you.      
 
Collecting for Friendship House: Men’s cold weather clothing – 
Coats, gloves, hats, socks; also Blankets and Toiletries 
 
Scott’s Run Easter Baskets 
Remember if you signed up to donate an Easter Basket for 
Scott’s Run, they need brought to the church no later than 
Sunday, April 4! 
 
Alms Bags 
Alms bags are in Seeker’s Hall if you wish to pick one up for your 
Lenten devotional giving. Also, if you wish to have the donation 
credited on your year-end contribution statement, please put 
your name on a slip of paper in the bag.  

http://mixlr.com/sprucestreetumc/
mailto:childrensminsitry@sprucestreetumc.org


Prayer Cross 
Please join us in adding your prayers (colored yarn) or praise for 
answered prayers (white yarn) to the prayer cross in Seeker’s 
Hall. The cross will remain up through the Lenten Season.  
 
Prayers for Ukraine 
Candles are available in Seeker’s Hall to take home to pray for 
Ukraine.  
 

HELP NEEDED 

LITURGISTS- USHERS- GREETERS- ALTAR GUILD 
You are needed to help make the worship better. The worship 
service takes a lot of people and it need your help.  
 
Sign-up sheets in Seekers Hall or talk to the pastor or an Usher 
or an existing member. I know you will have fun serving the 
Lord-this way!!!!  

 
Parking Passes 
Once again, we find ourselves missing several parking passes in 
the office and mysteriously, no one has signed them out! If you 
have a parking pass for the church, please return it!  
Thank you! 
 
Lent Study 
It's not too late to join the Lenten Study, Prayer: Where to Start 
and How to Keep Going by Stephen Cottrell. Materials are 
available on our website under News and More along with the 
Zoom link.  
 
ReLaunch 
Reminder: There is a Re-Launch meeting on Monday, March 28 at 
7PM. This meeting will be in-person and via Zoom.  
 
Confirmation/Membership Class 
Pastor Bart will teach a class for anyone who is interested in 
joining the church through confirmation or membership 
affirmation. Maybe you wish to have a refresher on United 
Methodist beliefs and want to take the class too. Parents are 
welcome to attend. The class is open to anyone in sixth grade up 
to 120 (meaning no upper age limit).  
 



The class will be taught on Sundays during the Sunday school 
time starting at 9:45am-10:30am, April 24, May 1, May 8, and 
May 15th. We will have a field trip and end our time with a one-
time celebration meal at a mutually agreed to place. These will 
occur outside of the Sunday School hours.  
 
Confirmation will be on Pentecost Sunday June 5th.  
 
Please contact Pastor Bart if you are interested: 304-813-7213 or 
pastor@sprucestreetumc.org.  
 
Community Assistance Fund 
This is our local mission giving. This is our heart of Morgantown 
giving. This is our giving to our neighbors that we see every day 
and sometimes it is helping our own. This fund is supplied 
monthly at Holy Communion when you give at the Chancel rail. 
But you can give at other times to this ministry through our 
givelify app just designate your giving or by check just write on a 
memo line or cash if you use an envelope. Please help us 
continue to help our local friends and family who are in need. 
The needs of our community seem to be growing and your 
generous help allows us to be a Matthew 25 people which gives 
the hungry food, the thirsty something to drink, and the cold a 
coat.  
 

mailto:pastor@sprucestreetumc.org

