
   
Welcome to Spruce Street United Methodist Church 

March 21, 2021 
5th Sunday in Lent 

________________________________________________ 
Prelude 

Announcements  
 

**We Gather to Worship God:  
L: Jesus said, “When I am lifted up, I will draw all people to 
myself.”  
P: Blessed be the God of our salvation who bears our burdens 
and forgives our sins.  

 

 
 
Responsive reading: Psalm 51: 1-17 (#785) 
L: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;        
P: according to your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions.        
L: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from 
my sin! 
P: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before 
me.         

L: Against you, you only, have I sinned, and done that which is 
evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentience and 
blameless in your judgment.          
P: Behold, I was born into iniquity, and I have been sinful 
since my mother conceived me.         
L: Behold, you desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach 
me wisdom in my secret heart.        
P: Purge me with hyssop, and I Shall be clean; wash me, and I 
shall be whiter than snow;      
L: Make me hear with joy and gladness; let the bones which you 
have broken rejoice.           
P: Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.     
L: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right 
spirit within me.   
P: Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your 
holy Spirit from me.       
L: Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a 
willing spirit.   
P: Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will 
return to you.    
L: Deliver me from death, O God, god of my salvation, and my 
tongue will sing aloud of our deliverance.          
P: O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth your 
praise.      
L: For you have no delight in sacrifice; were I to give a burnt 
offering, you would not be pleased.        
P: The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken 
and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.       

 
Prayer for Illumination: 
L: Your Word, O God, has power to change our lives and to 
create a whole new world. As we meditate on your word this 
day, fill us with your Holy Spirit, that we may treasure your 
word with our whole hearts and fix our eyes on you.  
P: Amen.  
 
Scripture Reading:  John 12: 20-33 
 



Some Greeks Wish to See Jesus 
20 Now among those who went up to 
worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. 21 They came to Philip, who 
was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said 
to him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; 
then Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, “The 
hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, 

unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Those 
who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must 
follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. 
Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
Jesus Speaks about His Death 
27 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, 
save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have 
come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice 
came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.” 29 The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 
thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus 
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for 
mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this 
world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to indicate 
the kind of death he was to die. 

 

"Beneath the Cross of Jesus" 

 

Message 
 

Prayers of the People of God: (Prayer updates can be shared 
with Carolyn Carr at cdccarr@yahoo.com) 
Betty Miller     Addlyn Layton  
Quinn Williams   Marianne Friel and family  
Art and Eileen Ford   Neva Staley   
Charlotte Murphy   Charlotte Taylor  
Frances Lindamood   Nancy Friel    
Mary Belle Rowe   Roger and Saundra Britton 
Becky Digman   Dale Staley II   
Betty Jo Glendening  Jean Losh    
Larry Buchman   David Friend   
Penny Turley    Dana Trent    
Pam Todd    Phyllis Glowacky  
Sandy Long    Danny and Sue Hart  
Jerry Hott    Golden Layton  
Wyatt Deem     Doug Higinbotham 
Family/Friends of Joellen Turley Trippett 
   
Silent Prayer 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
L: During the final days of his earthly life, Jesus offered up 
prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears, and in 
faithful obedience, he opened the way to eternal salvation. Let 
us open our hearts this day as we lift up our deepest needs and 
concerns to the One who is mighty to save.  
P: Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within us. 
L: We pray for all leaders and people, that by the power of your 
cross you would drive out all violence, domination, and injustice 
in our world as you draw us to your Christ.  
P: Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within us. 
L: We pray for our war-ravaged world, that you would teach us 
to walk together in your way of righteousness and peace.  
P: Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within us. 



L: We pray for the vocation of the church, that our prayers 
would bear the fruit of action as we hear the cries of pain and 
suffering of those in need.  
P: Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within us. 
L: We pray for the poor, the terrified, and the oppressed, and 
those who are too much alone, that they may find a home in you 
as we serve them in your name.  
P: Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within us. 
L: As your son anticipated his death on the cross in light of your 
steadfast love, may all who have died or who are dying be at 
rest in your eternal care.  
P: Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within us. 
L: Through Christ, with Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, we 
glorify you, almighty God, with unending thanks and praise.  
P: Amen.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
We Offer our Skills, our Time, our Financial Support, and 
Rededicate Our Lives to service in the name of Jesus Christ 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving/Dedication 
L: God, our provider, in Christ you give us a spring of pure water 
that overflows to eternal life. Your love and hope fill our hearts, 
so we want to worship you in spirit and truth. Open our eyes to 
see the places in this neighborhood where our church’s 
ministries could reach new people. Direct our gifts and offerings 
for your purposes, so that our community will become like a 
field ripe for harvest. We ask this through Christ our risen Lord.  
P: Amen.  

 
 
“God Be With You Til We Meet Again” 

 
 

**Call to Discipleship and Blessing  
 

Postlude 
______________________________________________ 

Spruce Street United Methodist Church 
386 Spruce St, Morgantown, WV. 26505 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM  
(closed Friday, Saturday) 

Office Phone: (304) 292-3359 
Emails: 

secretary@sprucestreetumc.org 
pastor@sprucestreetumc.org 

 
Church Website: www.sprucestreetumc.org 

Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/sprucestreetumc 
Check out http://mixlr.com/sprucestreetumc/ to connect to 
hear the live stream of our worship. To listen to past worship 
services, when on the homepage scroll down on the left-hand 
column and click Showreel items for past worship services. 
 

Special Thanks to those who provide… 
Our Radio Broadcast (listen on 1300 AM or 92.1 FM): 

In memory of Loretta Harman 
--the Handbell Choir 

 
Altar Flowers:  

In honor of all of the saints that have shared the love of 
God through Spruce Street United Methodist Church 

--Kathy and Paul Hanko 
 

You are able to sponsor the radio broadcast or altar flowers by 
calling the church office at 304-292-3359 or emailing 

to secretary@sprucestreetumc.org. The cost is $80 for the radio 
broadcast (and can be divided for multiple sponsors) and $35 for 
the alter flowers and that can be mailed to the church or given 

through Givelify at https://www.givelify.com/givers/. 
 

mailto:secretary@sprucestreetumc.org
mailto:pastor@sprucestreetumc.org
http://mixlr.com/sprucestreetumc/
mailto:secretary@sprucestreetumc.org
https://www.givelify.com/givers/


Our church website, www.sprucestreetumc.org, has links to 
all of our current Zoom gatherings, including to the Bible 
Study (Wednesdays at 11 AM), and the Prayer Meeting 
(Wednesdays at 6 PM). Videos of past Yoga sessions for you to 
view are also available. 
 
During Holy Week swing by the Church Office (Monday-
Thursday, March 29-April 1, 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM) and pick up a 
bag of sidewalk chalk for “Chalk Your Walk”. This is a fun and 
easy way to share the Good News of Easter that HE IS ALIVE! You 
are invited to write or draw a message on your driveway or 
sideway so that those who travel by can see a message of hope, 
life, and love found in Jesus’ Resurrection!  (**And email or text 
photos to the church office (secretary@sprucestreetumc.org) so 
that we can share your creativity and joy with others!) 
 
In person Maundy Thursday worship on April 1st beginning at 7:00 
PM. 
 
 
Our prayer shawls, prayer squares, crosses in my pocket and 
masks are always available. If you desire or need them, please 

let us know. We will bring them to you. 😍 
Gifts of Love ministry is in need of twin size bed sheets, bath 
towels, wash clothes and new standard size pillows. Thank you 
for your continued support. 
 
 

Ash crosses are available in the church office 
throughout Lent for those that were not able 
to pick up one on Ash Wednesday.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Join Pastor Neil for week 5 of a Lenten Bible 
Study Sunday at 6pm on Zoom.  
 
Let’s see Lent for the positive opportunity it 
offers. It’s spring cleaning for the soul! Lent 
offer you time to pause, consider, and renew 
your relationship with God – an altogether 
hopeful (not dreary) experience.  
 
“To arrive at newness of life, we first name 

part of our lives that are shrouded in darkness,” writes Parsons. 
“To put it very dramatically,… your first order of business is to 
break your heart for God. We walk through some much so that 
we can leave it behind and find Easter joy beyond…. With God’s 
help we will clear the darkness away and begin to experience 
greater joy and newness of life.” 
 
Materials can be found on the church website under the News 
and More tab. The Zoom link is the same as the one used for 
Wednesday Liturgy study and can be found on the website under 
the Announcements on the home page.  
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Welcome to Portico! 

Even before the pandemic of 2020, clergy and laity leaders 
throughout our Conference have been asking for some type of 
online learning option. Through a partnership of the UM 
Foundation and the West Virginia Conference, we are excited to 
provide these e-Learning opportunities. 

This new Learning Management System (LMS) will be another 
resource to support our Conference mission to Discover, 
Develop, and Deploy passionate spiritual leaders who make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Our learning portal is called Portico in reference to ancient 
places where people would gather for learning. An example of 
this is Solomon’s portico in John 10:23 where Jesus taught and 
Peter healed the lame man in Acts 3:11. 
 
Connect:  wvumc.org/portico 
 

 
 
 
COVID-19 Vaccine:  
Call 833-795-7468 or visit the website: wvumedicine.org/vaccine 
to schedule an appointment.  
Vaccines are given at the old Sears store in the Morgantown 
Mall. Ages 50 and over at this time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10&version=NRSV
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