
   
Welcome to Spruce Street United Methodist Church 

March 14, 2021 
4th Sunday in Lent 

________________________________________________ 
Prelude 

Announcements  
 

**We Gather to Worship God:  
L: O give thanks to the Lord, who is good;  
P: God’s steadfast love endures forever.  

 

 
 
Responsive reading: Psalm 107: 1-9, 33-43 (#830) 
L: O give thanks to the Lord, who is good, whose steadfast love 
endures for ever!       
P: Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom the Lord has 
redeemed from trouble and gathered in from the lands, from 
the east and from the west, from the north and from the 
south.       
L: Some wandered in the desert wastes, finding no way to a city 
in which to dwell; 
P: hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them.         
L: Then in their trouble, they cried to the Lord, who delivered 
them from their distress,          

P: and led them by a straight way, till they reached a city in 
which to dwell.        
L: Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, for his 
wonderful works to humankind.       
P: For the Lord satisfies those who are thirsty, and fills the 
hungry with good things.     
L: The Lord turns rivers into a desert, springs of water into 
thirsty ground,          
P: a fruitful land into a salty waste, because of the 
wickedness of its inhabitants.    
L: The Lord turns a desert into pools of water, a parched land 
into springs of water.  
P: The Lord lets the hungry dwell there, and they establish a 
city in which to live;      
L: they sow fields, and plant vineyards, and get a fruitful yield.  
P: They multiply greatly by the blessing of the Lord who does 
not let their cattle decrease.   
L: When they are diminished and brought low through 
oppression, trouble, and sorrow, the Lord pours contempt upon 
prices and makes them wander in trackless wastes;         
P: but the Lord raises up the needy out of affliction, and 
makes their families like flocks.     
L: The upright see it and are glad; and all wickedness stops its 
mouth.       
P: Whoever is wise, give heed to these things; consider the 
steadfast love of the Lord.      

 
Prayer for Illumination: 
L: Almighty God, by the power of the Holy Spirit, open your 
Word and illumine our darkened world, that we may see clearly 
and live faithfully by the light of your truth in Jesus Christ.  
P: Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading:  John 3: 14-21 
 
14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life. 



16 “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life. 
17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through 
him. 18 Those who believe in him are not 
condemned; but those who do not believe 
are condemned already, because they have 

not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is 
the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and 
people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds 
were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the light and do not come 
to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21 But 
those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be 
clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 

 

"When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" 
arr. by Stirling      

 

Message 
 
Prayers of the People of God: (Prayer updates can be shared 
with Carolyn Carr at cdccarr@yahoo.com) 
Betty Miller     Addlyn Layton  
Quinn Williams   Marianne Friel and family  
Art and Eileen Ford   Neva Staley   
Charlotte Murphy   Charlotte Taylor  
Frances Lindamood   Nancy Friel    
Mary Belle Rowe   Roger and Saundra Britton 
Becky Digman   Dale Staley II   
Betty Jo Glendening  Jean Losh    
Larry Buchman   David Friend   

Penny Turley    Dana Trent    
Pam Todd    Phyllis Glowacky  
Sandy Long    Danny and Sue Hart  
Whitley Leigeber   Jerry Hott    
Golden Layton   Wyatt Deem 
   
Silent Prayer 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
L: Sisters and brothers, confident in God’s love and mercy, let 
us pray for the world and for our needs, saying, Merciful God,  
P: hear our prayer.  
L: Holy God, you created us in Christ Jesus for good works. Help 
those who profess faith in Christ to do good in the world, 
following the way of life you have prepared for those who 
believe in him. For the church of Jesus Christ, Merciful God,  
P: hear our prayer.  
L: Your children walk by your light, doing what is true. Yet 
salvation is not earned by good works, but through trust in your 
grace. Dispel from your children arrogance of heart, that the 
world may be drawn to your truth by their humble witness. 
Merciful God,  
P: hear our prayer.  
L: In every age you call forth men and women of integrity to 
lead your people in the way of righteousness. Help pastors and 
teachers fulfill their calling; give them courage to speak the 
truth in love and shield them from temptation to misuse their 
authority. For pastors and teachers, Merciful God,  
P: hear our prayer.  
L: God, your reign encompasses all the earth, though the nations 
may rebel against your justice. Save the nations from the wrath 
of their disobedience. Help them to dwell in peace and promote 
the common good. For governments and leaders, Merciful God,  
P: hear our prayer.  
L: You hear the cry of the sick and the afflicted. Save them from 
their distress, heal them of their disease, and deliver them from 
the destructive power of suffering. For all who sorrow in 
distress, Merciful God,  



P: hear our prayer.  
L: O God, in Jesus Christ you have shown your love for the 
world. Receive our prayers, grant us what we need, save us from 
perishing, and bring us to everlasting life.  
P: Amen.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
We Offer our Skills, our Time, our Financial Support, and 
Rededicate Our Lives to service in the name of Jesus Christ 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving/Dedication 
L: Merciful God, we thank you for your wonderful works among 
humankind. Accept this offering with the dedication of our lives 
and help us be for the world an emblem of your steadfast love, 
in Jesus Christ.  
P: Amen.  
 

 
 

“Go Now In Peace” 
 

 
 
**Call to Discipleship and Blessing  

 
Postlude 

______________________________________________ 
Spruce Street United Methodist Church 
386 Spruce St, Morgantown, WV. 26505 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM  
(closed Friday, Saturday) 

Office Phone: (304) 292-3359 
Emails: 

secretary@sprucestreetumc.org 
pastor@sprucestreetumc.org 

 
Church Website: www.sprucestreetumc.org 

Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/sprucestreetumc 
Check out http://mixlr.com/sprucestreetumc/ to connect to 
hear the live stream of our worship. To listen to past worship 
services, when on the homepage scroll down on the left-hand 
column and click Showreel items for past worship services. 
 

Special Thanks to those who provide… 
Our Radio Broadcast (listen on 1300 AM or 92.1 FM): 

 
In honor of Bonnie Johnson’s 81st Birthday.  

Your lovely daughter 
 

You are still able to sponsor the radio broadcast or altar flowers  
by calling the church office at 304-292-3359 or emailing 

to secretary@sprucestreetumc.org. The cost is $80 for the radio 
broadcast (and can be divided for multiple sponsors) and $35 for 
the alter flowers and that can be mailed to the church or given 

through Givelify at https://www.givelify.com/givers/. 
 
Our church website, www.sprucestreetumc.org, has links to 
all of our current Zoom gatherings, including to the Bible 
Study (Wednesdays at 11 AM), and the Prayer Meeting 
(Wednesdays at 6 PM). Videos of past Yoga sessions for you to 
view are also available. 
 
The Trustees will meet at 7pm via Zoom on Monday, March 15, 
2021.  
 
The Re-Launch Team met and it was decided to return to in-
person worship on March 21, 2021. This will also mark the return 
of service at 8:30 as well as 10:45. Alter flower sponsorships are 
open.  
The office will also return to Monday-Thursday, 9-1 hours 
starting March 15-18, 2021.  
 
 

mailto:secretary@sprucestreetumc.org
mailto:pastor@sprucestreetumc.org
http://mixlr.com/sprucestreetumc/
mailto:secretary@sprucestreetumc.org
https://www.givelify.com/givers/
http://www.sprucestreetumc.org/


Our prayer shawls, prayer squares, crosses in my pocket and 
masks are always available. If you desire or need them, please 

let us know. We will bring them to you. 😍 
Gifts of Love ministry is in need of twin size bed sheets, bath 
towels, wash clothes and new standard size pillows. Thank you 
for your continued support. 
 
 

Ash crosses are available in the church office 
throughout Lent for those that were not able 
to pick up one on Ash Wednesday.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Join Pastor Neil for week 4 of a Lenten Bible 
Study Sunday at 6pm on Zoom.  
 
Let’s see Lent for the positive opportunity it 
offers. It’s spring cleaning for the soul! Lent 
offer you time to pause, consider, and renew 
your relationship with God – an altogether 
hopeful (not dreary) experience.  
 
“To arrive at newness of life, we first name 

part of our lives that are shrouded in darkness,” writes Parsons. 
“To put it very dramatically,… your first order of business is to 
break your heart for God. We walk through some much so that 
we can leave it behind and find Easter joy beyond…. With God’s 
help we will clear the darkness away and begin to experience 
greater joy and newness of life.” 
 
Materials can be found on the church website under the News 
and More tab. The Zoom link is the same as the one used for 

Wednesday Liturgy study and can be found on the website under 
the Announcements on the home page.  
 
 

Welcome to Portico! 

Even before the pandemic of 2020, clergy and laity leaders 
throughout our Conference have been asking for some type of 
online learning option. Through a partnership of the UM 
Foundation and the West Virginia Conference, we are excited to 
provide these e-Learning opportunities. 

This new Learning Management System (LMS) will be another 
resource to support our Conference mission to Discover, 
Develop, and Deploy passionate spiritual leaders who make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Our learning portal is called Portico in reference to ancient 
places where people would gather for learning. An example of 
this is Solomon’s portico in John 10:23 where Jesus taught and 
Peter healed the lame man in Acts 3:11. 
 
Connect:  wvumc.org/portico 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+3&version=NRSV


 
 
 
COVID-19 Vaccine:  
Call 833-795-7468 or visit the website: wvumedicine.org/vaccine 
to schedule an appointment.  
Vaccines are given at the old Sears store in the Morgantown 
Mall. Ages 50 and over at this time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


