
   
Welcome to Spruce Street United Methodist Church 

March 7, 2021 
3rd Sunday in Lent 

________________________________________________ 
Prelude 

Announcements  
 

**We Gather to Worship God:  
L: The message of the cross sounds foolish to the world,  
P: But to us it is the power of God!  
L: We proclaim the scandal of Christ crucified.  
P: The foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and 
the weakness of God is stronger than our strength.  

 

 
 
Responsive reading: Psalm 19 (#750) 
L: The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament 
proclaims God’s handiwork.       
P: Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares 
knowledge.      
L: There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not 
heard;      
P: yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world.        

L: In them God has set a tent for the sun, which comes forth like 
a bridegroom leaving his chamber, and runs its course with joy 
like a strong man.         
P: Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to 
the end of them; and there is nothing hid from its heat.       
L: The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;      
P: the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple;    
L: the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;         
P: the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the 
eyes;    
L: the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever; 
P: the ordinances of the Lord are true, and righteous 
altogether.    
L: More to be desired are they than gold, even much find gold; 
P: sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.  
L: Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them 
there is great reward.        
P: But who can understand one’s own errors? Clear me from 
hidden faults.    
L: Also keep your servant from the insolent; let them not have 
dominion over me!      
P: Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great 
transgression. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation 
of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my rock and 
my redeemer.     

 
Prayer for Illumination: 
L: God of Glory, we cannot hear the heavens proclaim your 
handiwork, though the speech of the skies must be magnificent. 
We cannot hear what day and night are singing about 
you, though their song must be both bright and deep. Yet 
somehow you are made known to us through our own foolish 
proclamation. It is only by the power of the Holy Spirit that your 
Word can be heard in our words. Open our ears to what you are 
saying to us today, we pray; and perhaps we may also hear 
echoes of your glory in the broad firmament above. In Christ’s 
name we pray.  
P: Amen.  



 
Scripture Reading:  Exodus 20:1-17 
The Ten Commandments 
20 God spoke all these words: 
2 “I, the LORD, am your God, who brought you from the land of 
Egypt, from the house of slavery. 
3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 
4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image or any 
likeness of anything that is in heaven above or that is on the 
earth beneath or that is in the water below. 5 You shall not bow 
down to them or serve them, for I, the LORD, your God, am a 
jealous God, responding to the transgression of fathers by 
dealing with children to the third and fourth generations of 
those who reject me, 6 and showing covenant faithfulness to a 
thousand generations of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 
7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for 
the LORD will not hold guiltless anyone who takes his name in 
vain. 
8 “Remember the Sabbath day to set it apart as holy. 9 For six 
days[z] you may labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh 
day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God; on it you shall not do any 
work, you, or your son, or your daughter, or your male servant, 
or your female servant, or your cattle, or the resident foreigner 
who is in your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made the 
heavens and the earth and the sea and all that is in them, and 
he rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the 
Sabbath day and set it apart as holy. 
12 “Honor your father and your mother, that you may live a long 
time in the land the LORD your God is giving to you. 
13 “You shall not murder. 
14 “You shall not commit adultery. 
15 “You shall not steal. 
16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not 
covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female 
servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that belongs to 
your neighbor.” 

John 2:13-22 
Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found people selling cattle, 
sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their 
tables. 15 Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the 
temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the 
coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 He 
told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of 
here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17 His 
disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.” 18 The Jews then said to him, “What sign can 
you show us for doing this?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews 
then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-
six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was 
speaking of the temple of his body. 22 After he was raised from 
the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and 
they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

 

"Once Upon a Tree" by Choplin      

 

 

Message:  "Christ our Lord the way has trod"  
 from Francis of Assisi, ca. 1225, All Creatures of Our God and 
King, verse 6 
 
Prayers of the People of God: (Prayer updates can be shared 
with Carolyn Carr at cdccarr@yahoo.com) 
Betty Miller     Addlyn Layton  
Quinn Williams   Marianne Friel and family  
Art and Eileen Ford   Neva Staley   
Charlotte Murphy   Charlotte Taylor  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2020:1-17&version=NET#fen-NET-2061z


Frances Lindamood   Nancy Friel    
Mary Belle Rowe   Roger and Saundra Britton 
Becky Digman   Dale Staley II   
Betty Jo Glendening  Jean Losh    
Larry Buchman   David Friend   
Penny Turley    Dana Trent    
Pam Todd    Phyllis Glowacky  
Sandy Long    Danny and Sue Hart  
Whitley Leigeber   Jerry Hott    
Mel Carr    Rev. Dr. Roger Smith 
Wyatt Deem 
Friends/Family of Nida Louise Shaffer 
  
   
Silent Prayer 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
L: Holy God, you have called us to live before you and with one 
another. Unable to live as you intend, we inflict harm and hurt 
on others and on ourselves as well.  
P: In all these ways, we know we grieve your heart also.  
L: Hear, then, our prayers of intercession. Restore us to 
communion with you and one another that we might live in the 
freedom you have bestowed. We pray for people who are 
victims of crime, from petty theft to murder.  
P: We pray that those harmed will find healing and will dwell 
in safety.  
L: Hold especially close to your heart, O God, those who have 
lost a loved one to violence; and help us to offer tenderness and 
care in their struggles and grief. We pray also for those who 
have committed crimes, that they may seek and find 
forgiveness, and begin a new life of responsibility and integrity 
before you and in the community. We pray for healing and 
reconciliation…  
P: …where trust has been broken, hostility has flared, or 
misunderstanding has grown.  
L: Restore us not only to one another, but reconcile us to 
ourselves and to you, loving God. If restoration proves beyond 

hope, then grant new beginnings and possibilities for all. In 
every relationship, we seek your grace as we honor others by 
caring for them, being truthful, and working for their welfare. 
Root out in us any jealousy toward what others possess… 
P: …and let generosity grow in and among us instead.  
L: Gracious God, we pray for those who are ill, in mind, body, or 
spirit; for those lonely and isolated from community; for those 
burdened by guilt or grief, by depression or despair. Do not let 
us turn inward as a church, lest we shut out or neglect those 
who long for a community of welcome and companionship. Send 
us out in love, with open eyes, ears, and hearts. Make us true 
neighbors to one another and true children of your own calling. 
We pray in the name of Christ, who has come to set us free.  
P: Amen.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
We Offer our Skills, our Time, our Financial Support, and 
Rededicate Our Lives to service in the name of Jesus Christ 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving/Dedication 
L: O Lord our God, we want to follow all your commandments—
to love only you, not worshiping the things of this world; to love 
our neighbor freely, not desiring for ourselves something they 
possess. Accept these offerings, we pray, and teach us to be 
generous, giving fully of ourselves that we may truly be the body 
of Christ in this world.  
P: Amen.  
 

 
 

“Go Now In Peace” 
 

 
 
**Call to Discipleship and Blessing  

 
Postlude 



______________________________________________ 
Spruce Street United Methodist Church 
386 Spruce St, Morgantown, WV. 26505 

Office Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM  
(closed Thursday, Friday, Saturday) 

Office Phone: (304) 292-3359 
Emails: 

secretary@sprucestreetumc.org 
pastor@sprucestreetumc.org 

 
Church Website: www.sprucestreetumc.org 

Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/sprucestreetumc 
Check out http://mixlr.com/sprucestreetumc/ to connect to 
hear the live stream of our worship. To listen to past worship 
services, when on the homepage scroll down on the left-hand 
column and click Showreel items for past worship services. 
 

Special Thanks to those who provide… 
Our Radio Broadcast (listen on 1300 AM or 92.1 FM): 

 
In memory of Mr. and Mrs. Harley Stanger  

by Doug and Jeanette Stanger 
 

You are still able to sponsor the radio broadcast or altar flowers  
by calling the church office at 304-292-3359 or emailing 

to secretary@sprucestreetumc.org. The cost is $80 for the radio 
broadcast (and can be divided for multiple sponsors) and $35 for 
the alter flowers and that can be mailed to the church or given 

through Givelify at https://www.givelify.com/givers/. 
 
Our church website, www.sprucestreetumc.org, has links to 
all of our current Zoom gatherings, including to the Bible 
Study (Wednesdays at 11 AM), and the Prayer Meeting 
(Wednesdays at 6 PM). Videos of past Yoga sessions for you to 
view are also available. 
 
Special Thanks to our speaker this morning, Eldon Callen. 
 

 
Financial support received for February 2021: $21,643.33 
 
Financial support needed to support our ministry budget for 
February 2021: $20,800* 
This number was incorrectly listed as $22,000 in the newsletter. 
 
 
The Re-Launch Team met and it was decided to return to in-
person worship on March 21, 2021. This will also mark the return 
of service at 8:30 as well as 10:45.  
Information was emailed out to all members and is also 
available on the website under the Announcements on the Home 
Page.  
 
 
 
Our prayer shawls, prayer squares, crosses in my pocket and 
masks are always available. If you desire or need them, please 

let us know. We will bring them to you. 😍 
 
 

Ash crosses are available in the church office 
throughout Lent for those that were not able 
to pick up one on Ash Wednesday.  
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Join Pastor Neil for week 3 of a Lenten Bible 
Study Sunday at 6pm on Zoom.  
 
Let’s see Lent for the positive opportunity it 
offers. It’s spring cleaning for the soul! Lent 
offer you time to pause, consider, and renew 
your relationship with God – an altogether 
hopeful (not dreary) experience.  
 
“To arrive at newness of life, we first name 

part of our lives that are shrouded in darkness,” writes Parsons. 
“To put it very dramatically,… your first order of business is to 
break your heart for God. We walk through some much so that 
we can leave it behind and find Easter joy beyond…. With God’s 
help we will clear the darkness away and begin to experience 
greater joy and newness of life.” 
 
Materials can be found on the church website under the News 
and More tab. The Zoom link is the same as the one used for 
Wednesday Liturgy study and can be found on the website under 
the Announcements on the home page.  
 
  

 
 
COVID-19 Vaccine:  
Call 833-795-7468 or visit the website: wvumedicine.org/vaccine 
to schedule an appointment.  
Vaccines are given at the old Sears store in the Morgantown 
Mall. Ages 70 and over at this time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


