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(*indicates to stand if able) 

PRELUDE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME      PASTOR                      

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP         LITURGIST 
While I’m down here praying,  
Lord, search my heart.  
While I’m down here moaning,  
Lord, search my heart;  
While I’m down here crying,  
Lord search my heart! 
You know Lord, all about me!  
Do, Lord search my heart.  
 

MUSIC MINISTRY  
 
OPENING PRAYER                                            LITURGIST 
Almighty God, shield of the oppressed, hear us as we 
pray for the friendless and the lonely, the tempted and 
the unbelieving. Be merciful to those who suffer, in body 
or in mind, to those who are in danger or distress, and 
who have suffered loss. Let your love surround the 
infirm and the aged. 
Be especially near to those who are passing through the 
valley of death. May they find eternal rest, and light at 
evening time, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
FIRST READING Psalm 1   LITURGIST 
1:1 Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the 
wicked, or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the 
seat of scoffers; 
1:2 but their delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his 
law they meditate day and night. 
1:3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, which 
yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not 
wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 
1:4 The wicked are not so but are like chaff that the wind 
drives away. 
1:5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 



nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
1:6 for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT 
 

**GOSPEL READING LUKE 6:17-26    

6:17 He came down with them and stood on a level place, 
with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of 
people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre 
and Sidon. 
6:18 They had come to hear him and to be healed of their 
diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits 
were cured. 
6:19 And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for 
power came out from him and healed all of them. 
6:20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said: "Blessed 
are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
6:21 "Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be 
filled. "Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 
6:22 "Blessed are you when people hate you, and when 
they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account 
of the Son of Man. 
6:23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your 
reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors 
did to the prophets. 
6:24 "But woe to you who are rich, for you have received 
your consolation. 
6:25 "Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. 
"Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and 
weep. 
6:26 "Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is 
what their ancestors did to the false prophets." 
 
Sermon  “On the Level, Ending Hunger, Playing Football?” 
    
 

 



RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried;* 
the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Choral Anthem: “Beloved, Let Us Love One Another” 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you 
with our whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient 
church. We have not done your will, we have broken 
your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have 
not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry 
of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful 
obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
May today there be peace within. May you trust God that 
you are exactly where you are meant to be. May you not 



forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith. May 
you use those gifts that you have received and pass on the 
love that has been given to you. May you be confident 
knowing you are a beloved child of God. Let this presence 
settle into your bones, and allow your soul the freedom to 
sing, dance, praise, and love. It is there for each and every 
one of us. Amen. 

St. Therèse of Lisieux and St. Theresa of Avila 

 
WORSHIPPING THROUGH GIVING 
 God of the least, the last, and the lost: Jesus reminded 
us as he preached the Sermon on the Mount how much 
you pour your love down on the ones who are the poor, 
the meek, the heartbroken, the despised. In his words, 
we are convicted for ways we have clung so tightly to 
money and possessions, seeking the comforts, status, 
and control that they seem to provide. As we bring our 
gifts to your altar this morning, may your love soak into 
us in a way that it loosens our grip of the things of this 
world that do not last, so we may cling instead to your 
love and redeeming grace, which endures eternally. In 
Christ’s holy name, we pray. Amen.  
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING/DEDICATION: (Unison) 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
praise him all creatures here below 
praise him above ye heavenly host 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever.  Amen. 
 



 

Hymn: # 2171 The Faith We Sing, “Make Me a Channel of 
Your Peace”     
1. Make me a channel of your peace. Where there is 
hatred, let me bring your love. Where there is injury, your 
pardon, Lord, and where there’s doubt, true faith in you.   
 
2. Make me a channel of your peace. Where there’s despair 
in life, let me bring hope. Where there is darkness, only 
light, and where there’s sadness, ever joy.  
 
3. Oh, Master, grant that I may never seek so much to be 
consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love with all my soul.   
 
4. Make me a channel of your peace. It is in pardoning that 
we are pardoned, in giving of ourselves that we receive, 
and in dying that we’re born to eternal life. 
 

SENDING FORTH 
 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Amen.  
 

Postlude 

THE WORSHIP HAS CONCLUDED, THE SERVICE BEGINS  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SPRUCE STREET 
ANNOUNCEMENT DISPATCH 

Sunday, February 6, 2022 
 
RADIO BROADCAST DEDICATION (92.1FM and 1300AM) 
In honor of Brian Johns’ Birthday 

- Love Mom, Beverly, Leo, and Mackenzie 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS DEDICATION 
(none) 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD:  
(Prayer updates can be shared with Carolyn Carr at 
cdccarr@yahoo.com) 
Quinn Williams    Art and Eileen Ford  
Charlotte Taylor   Frances Lindamood 
Becky Digman    Dale Staley II  
Jean Losh    Pam Todd  
Phyllis Glowacky   Elaina McCutcheon 
Donna Martin    Dorothy Moore  
Connie Rutan    Sarah Davis   
Teresa Murray    Debbie Summers  
Sancie Smallwood   Jimmy Neville  
David Thompson   Jane Thompson  
Lynda Ware and family   Jessica Martin 
Hilda Ralston    Wayne Schaumburg  
Pete VanGilder    Rev Tomlinson  
Phonix Williams    Alice Beard 
Gerri DeFabio   
The Friends and Family of David Friend 
The Friends and Family of Charlie Friend 
Unspoken Prayers 

 
THIS WEEK: 

• Sunday, Feb 13: Soup-er Bowl Sunday, collecting 
money and canned soup for Scott’s Run and other 
hunger ministries (will continue to end of month) 

• Monday, Feb 14: Valentine’s Day, worship at Harmony 
at 3pm, NO SPRC mtg  

• Wednesday, Feb 16: Hybrid Bible Study at 11am,  
Zoom Prayer 6pm 

mailto:cdccarr@yahoo.com


• Thursday, Feb 17: Yoga at 10am and Choir Practice at 
7pm 

 
THE CHURCH STAFF 
Rev’d Bart Thompson: (304) 813-7213; pastor@sprucestreetumc.org 
Administrative Assistant (Madelaine Shultz): 
secretary@sprucestreetumc.org 
Communications (Judi McCracken): crack1111@comcast.net 
Building Supervisor (Bonnie Johnson): johnson26541@yahoo.com 
Prayer Focus (Carolyn Carr): cdccarr@yahoo.com 
Financial Secretary (Judy Kennell): finance@sprucestreetumc.org 
Music Director (Marguerite Bostonia): margbos6@gmail.com 
Choir Director (Sam Spears): samuelbspears@outlook.com 
Children’s Ministry (Lena Glowacky): 
childrensministry@sprucestreetumc.org 
 
CHURCH INFORMATION 
Spruce Street United Methodist Church 
Church Website: www.sprucestreetumc.org 
Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/sprucestreetumc 
386 Spruce St, Morgantown, WV. 26505 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM  
(closed Friday, Saturday) 
Office Phone: (304) 292-3359 

 
HOW TO GIVE ONLINE 
Please use our app 
https://www.givelify.com/givers/. 
 

COMMUNICATION MINISTRY: 
    

RADIO, WEB & SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE 
Church Website: www.sprucestreetumc.org 

Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/sprucestreetumc 
Check out http://mixlr.com/sprucestreetumc/ to connect to hear the 
live stream of our worship. To listen to past worship services, when 
on the homepage scroll down on the left-hand column and click 
Showreel items for past worship services. 

 
Children’s Church 

Children’s Church is on Zoom! Please contact 
childrensminsitry@sprucestreetumc.org for the link to 
connect.  
 

https://www.givelify.com/givers/
http://mixlr.com/sprucestreetumc/
mailto:childrensminsitry@sprucestreetumc.org


Roof Progress 
We still need to raise $14,535 to finish paying off the roof. 
Let’s finish it in 2022! Total project cost: $65,000, 
collected to date: $50,465.  
 

PRAYER & OUTREACH MINISTRY 
Our prayer shawls, prayer squares, crosses in my pocket 
and masks are always available. If you desire or need them, 

please let us know. We will bring them to you.        

 
Gifts of Love 
Thank you for your continued generosity in support of our 
Gifts of Love ministry.  
This ministry is not just for one group of people. These 
Gifts of Love are to be shared with whoever is in need. If 
you are ever in need please let me know or visit the room. 
You can also support the ministry by reaching out to 
someone who you know is in need. Love is always better 
when shared.  
 
Collecting for Friendship House: Men’s cold weather 
clothing – Coats, gloves, hats, socks; also Blankets and 
Toiletries 
 

HELP WANTED 

LITURGISTS- USHERS- GREETERS- ALTAR GUILD 
You are needed to help make the worship better. The 
worship service takes a lot of people and it need your 
help.  
 
Sign-up sheets in Seekers Hall or talk to the pastor or an 
Usher or an existing member. I know you will have fun 
serving the Lord-this way!!!!  
 

Spiritual Gifts – Find yours 
www.wvumc.org/spritual-gifts/ 
 

http://www.wvumc.org/spritual-gifts/


Today may be Soup-er Bowl Sunday, but you can continue 
to bring in canned soup through the end of the month! Help 
tackle hunger by supporting Scott’s Run and our other 
hunger ministries! 

General news in United Methodist Women 
Our women’s group will meet on February 22 at 6 p.m. via 
Zoom. Anyone who has not received a Zoom invitation (it 
was an oversight, and we apologize) or whoever received 
an unwanted invitation (again – sorry!), please send email 
to crack1111@comcast.net so we can place you on our list. 
We try to perform good works with funds raised. (In fact, 
we are trying to replenish our coffers from past good 
works.)  We recently sent the MonValley District UM Women 
our check to missions ($250), and we have assisted with the 
roof fund, just to list a few. Scotts Run Settlement House 
receives attention during the holidays, and we try to reach 
out to other community organizations needing help, unless 
a pandemic prevents our so doing.   
Please join us and bring your ideas. COVID has brought 
changes, but we can meet on Zoom or telephone, drop off 
gifts to charities on their doorsteps, and offer a virtual 
shoulder to one another in many different loving ways. We 
are so excited to begin 2022.  
Please drop in – our last meeting was 45 minutes long, and 
everyone was home in record time! 
 
**Items were inadvertently left out of the February 
Newsletter! An updated version can be found on the 
website under News and More, Newsletter. And an updated 
version was emailed out on Monday. Please make sure you 
read about all the upcoming activities the UMW have 
planned! 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:crack1111@comcast.net


Rev. Joseph Lowery, UMC Pastor and Civil Rights Activist, 
October 6, 1921 to March27, 2020. 
 
Rev. Joseph Echols Lowery was born on October 6, 1921, to 
LeRoy Lowery and Dora Fackler Lowery in Huntsville, AL. As 
told in a 2001 Atlanta Journal Constitution article, Lowery’s 
call and conviction to civil rights and justice activism began 
when he was walking out of his father’s candy store and had 
an encounter with a white police officer. In the article, 
Lowery recounted the interaction this way, “He hit me in the 
belly and said, ‘Get back, (N-word). Don’t you see a white 
man coming in?’” He said, “I went home and looked for my 
father’s pearl-handled .32. I got it and was gonna look for 
that cop.” But as he got to the porch, his father, LeRoy 
Lowery, appeared and asked why he was crying. His father 
took the gun and gave him a lecture. That lecture changed 
the course of Lowery’s life. Although some were pushing him 
to become a preacher, he wanted to be an attorney. As 
Christians, we are thankful for the wisdom of an earthly 
father that can speak love instead of hate. Violence is never 
the answer. Lowery said he knew his “call to preach involved 
social justice as much as it did heaven.” 
 
Lowery’s journey continued into young adulthood, as his 
post-secondary education begins. After high school, he 
attended both Knoxville College and Alabama A&M 
University before getting his undergraduate degree from 
Paine College in Augusta. Later he began his first 
appointment, which came in 1949. He was appointed to his 
first church, East Thomas United Methodist in Birmingham, 
AL. In 1953 he transferred to Mobile to take over the Warren 
Street Methodist Church. He later organized a bus boycott in 
Mobile and that brought him to the attention of the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. He also fought against the Jim Crow 
laws around transportation for black people and was a part 
of monthly meetings with other preachers that were activists 
in Montgomery for this same cause.  
 



In 1957, Lowery, King, and the late Ralph Abernathy were 
among a group of ministers and civil rights workers who 
formed the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC). King was elected president and Lowery was his vice 
president. Later he became chairman of the board, and from 
1977 to 1997, its president. He refocused the organization 
around issues such as AIDS education, protecting African-
American workers’ rights, and getting guns off the streets. 
 
In 1965 he was asked by King to lead the delegation of 
protestors and marchers fighting for the voting rights, which 
was from Selma, AL to Montgomery. These marches included 
the “Bloody Sunday” march and two other subsequent 
marches, and on the third march, the president of the United 
States, but not the governor of Alabama, heeded to the 
demands for rights. In 1968 after the assassination of Dr. 
King, he moved to Atlanta and continued to pastor United 
Methodist churches until he retired.  
 
In 2008, Lowery capped his civil rights career by working on 
the Obama campaign as a national co-chair for voter 
registration. After the election, President Obama picked 
Lowery to deliver the benediction at his inauguration.  
 
On January 20, 2009 – a cold, blustery day – Lowery delivered 
that benediction by reciting “God of our weary years. God 
of our silent tears,” lines from James Weldon Johnson’s “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing,” also known as “The Negro National 
Anthem.” President Obama would later bestow the highest 
level of civilian awards of hone, the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, in 2009, on Lowery. He was also given the Fred L. 
Shuttlesworth Human Rights Award by the Birmingham Civil 
Rights Institute that year.  
 
Rev. Lowery was not afraid to speak truth to power that 
included political leaders, to black people who had forgotten 
what it is to be marginalized because of their “American 
success,” and to others in power.  



 
 
From the ReLaunch Team:  
 
Because we care, we have updated our COVID response. 

- If you are experiencing any symptoms of cold, flu, or 
stomach upset, please stay home and join us on the 
radio or mixlr.  

- If you test positive, please wait 2 weeks before 
joining us in person again.  

- Please continue to wear masks while in the building.  
- Please continue to follow the protocols for spacing 

and entering/exiting the building.  
 
Thank you for continuing to take care of each other.  
 

COVID PROTOCOLS -UPDATED 

• Please follow our existing protocols and signage so that all are 
made to feel welcome and safe at Spruce Street UMC 

o Please Wear Your Mask (required) 
o Please Wash Your Hands 

o Please Follow the Enter and Exit Signs 
o Please Wave, Fist Bump, or Elbow Bump When Greeting 

or Saying Bye 

o Please Follow the Social Distancing Recommendations 

• If you notice a line, add distance, and wait 

• Be kind to each other 
o We are in this together 
o We care and love each other  

o We are beloved and all our God’s children 

o Since we are being kind; pray before you- 
▪ Text 

▪ Tweet 
▪ Post 

▪ Email 

▪ Call 

• May all our words build up and an 
express the Love of Christ 

• May they express hope 

• May they express kindness 



• May they express love 

• We want to thank you all for being kind, caring, and loving 
people who love God and love neighbor. 

• Continue to wear your masks because we love God and our 
neighbors  

• We are going to continue with one congregational hymn into 
the service at the end of the service. 

• Please wait till the ushers dismiss you, so as you wait:  
▪ Listen to the postlude 

▪ Pray 
▪ Know you are blessed, beloved, child of God, 

precious and beautiful to behold 

• Remember the protocols are an expression of discipleship and 
we are building a loving and caring church community that 
includes a place and home for most vulnerable of our 
population.  

 


