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(*indicates to stand if able) 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME      PASTOR                      

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP         LITURGIST 
Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; 
Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
Which you have prepared in the sight of every people, 
A light to reveal you to the nations and the glory of your 
people, Israel. 
Lord, every nation on Earth shall adore you 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY  
 
OPENING PRAYER                                            LITURGIST 
Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to 
O God, you made of one blood all nations, and, by a star 
in the East, revealed to all peoples him whose name is 
Emmanuel. 
Enable us who know that your presence is with us. Be 
able to proclaim Christ’s unsearchable riches that all 
may come to his light and bow before the brightness of 
his rising. We pray to you, Lord who with the Son lives 
and reigns with the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

*GOSPEL READING  Matthew 2:1-23   PASTOR  
The Visit of the Wise Men 
2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and 
have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard 
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and 
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 



people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has 
been written by the prophet: 
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 
from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 
at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return 
to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
The Escape to Egypt 
13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and 
his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 
you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother 
by night, and went to Egypt, 15 and remained there until 
the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I 
have called my son.” 
The Massacre of the Infants 
16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise 
men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the 
children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old 
or under, according to the time that he had learned from 



the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah: 
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
    wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
    she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
The Return from Egypt 
19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 “Get 
up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of 
Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are 
dead.” 21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 
mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he 
heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being 
warned in a dream, he went away to the district of 
Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called 
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the 
prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT    PASTOR 
 
“Go Tell It On the Mountain”   Gary Schlobohm 
 
Homily: “Going Home by Another Way”   
    

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, 



and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE- (SEE SCREEN)    
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 

SERVICE OF TABLE 
INVITATION  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you 
with our whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient 
church. We have not done your will, we have broken 
your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have 
not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry 
of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful 
obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet 
sinners; that proves God’s love toward us. In the name of 
Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen.  
 
WORSHIPPING THROUGH GIVING 
God in the stars and in the stables: like the wise men in 
the gospel story, our journey has brought us once again 
into the light and warmth of your presence. We bring 
gifts, as they did, but in the light of your overwhelming 
generosity, they seem not more than tokens. Remind us 
of the power that you can infuse in the gifts we offer 
with loving hearts, and let us be changed by the giving, 



even as the wise men were changed. We pray it in the 
name of Christ, the Prince of Peace. Amen. 
 

DOXOLOGY (UNISON) 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
praise him all creatures here below 
praise him above ye heavenly host 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 
Great Thanksgiving Prayer (See Screen) 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT  

 

SENDING FORTH 

Hymn #245: “The First Noel” 
1. The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor 
shepherds in fields as they lay; in fields where they lay 
keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so 
deep.  
 
Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.  
 
3. And by the light of that same star three Wise Men came 
from country far; to seek for a king was their intent, and to 
follow the star wherever it went.  
 
Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 



5. Then entered in those Wise Men three, full reverently 
upon the knee, and offered there, in his presence, their 
gold and myrrh and frankincense.  
 
Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.  
 
*BENEDICTION IN UNISON 
May God, who led the wise men by the shining of a star 
to find the Christ, the Light from Light, lead you also in 
your pilgrimage to find the Lord.  
Amen! 
 
Postlude    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SPRUCE STREET 
ANNOUNCEMENT DISPATCH 

Sunday, January 2, 2022 
 
RADIO BROADCAST DEDICATION (92.1FM and 1300AM) 
Sending Happy New Year Blessings to all our Friends. 
 --Annonymous 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS DEDICATION 
(none at the time of printing) 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD:  
(Prayer updates can be shared with Carolyn Carr at 
cdccarr@yahoo.com) 
Quinn Williams    Art and Eileen Ford  
Charlotte Taylor   Frances Lindamood 
Becky Digman    Dale Staley II  
Jean Losh    Dana Trent   
Pam Todd    Phyllis Glowacky  
Jerry Hott    Jean Smith   
Delbert and Del Hilling   Pastor John Welch   
Elaina McCutcheon   Bob Jones    
Rita and David Friend   Dorothy Moore  
Debbie Davis    Connie Rutan   
Sarah Davis    Teresa Murray   
Debbie Summers   Sancie Smallwood  
Jimmy Neville    David Thompson  
Jane Thompson   Kevin Taylor   
Lynda Ware and family   Jessica Martin 
Keith and Carolyn Carr   Alice Smyth 
Hilda Ralston    Gerri DeFabio 
The family and friends of Marilyn Jean Smith 
The family and friends of Lois Mayfield     
Those affected by tornados 
Unspoken Prayers 

 
THIS WEEK: 

• Monday, Jan 3: Heritage Bible Study, 1:30pm 

• Wednesday, Jan 5: Barnabas Group, 6:30pm 

• Thursday, Jan 6: Yoga, 10am 
 

 

mailto:cdccarr@yahoo.com


THE CHURCH STAFF 
Rev’d Bart Thompson: (304) 813-7213; pastor@sprucestreetumc.org 
Administrative Assistant (Madelaine Shultz): 
secretary@sprucestreetumc.org 
Communications (Judi McCracken): crack1111@comcast.net 
Building Supervisor (Bonnie Johnson): johnson26541@yahoo.com 
Prayer Focus (Carolyn Carr): cdccarr@yahoo.com 
Financial Secretary (Judy Kennell): finance@sprucestreetumc.org 
Music Director (Marguerite Bostonia): margbos6@gmail.com 
Choir Director (Sam Spears): samuelbspears@outlook.com 
Children’s Ministry (Lena Glowacky): 
childrensministry@sprucestreetumc.org 
 
CHURCH INFORMATION 
Spruce Street United Methodist Church 
Church Website: www.sprucestreetumc.org 
Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/sprucestreetumc 
386 Spruce St, Morgantown, WV. 26505 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM  
(closed Friday, Saturday) 
Office Phone: (304) 292-3359 

 
HOW TO GIVE ONLINE 
Please use our app 
https://www.givelify.com/givers/. 
 

COMMUNICATION MINISTRY: 
    

RADIO, WEB & SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE 
Church Website: www.sprucestreetumc.org 

Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/sprucestreetumc 
Check out http://mixlr.com/sprucestreetumc/ to connect to hear the 
live stream of our worship. To listen to past worship services, when 
on the homepage scroll down on the left-hand column and click 
Showreel items for past worship services. 

 
PRAYER & OUT REACH MINISTRY: 
Our prayer shawls, prayer squares, crosses in my pocket 
and masks are always available. If you desire or need them, 

please let us know. We will bring them to you.        
 

 

 

 

https://www.givelify.com/givers/
http://mixlr.com/sprucestreetumc/


Gifts of Love ministry is in need of twin size bed sheets, 
light weight blankets, bakeware, pots and pans, new 
standard size pillows and fans. Thank you for your 
generosity. 

Collecting for Friendship House Blankets and Toiletries 
 
Enjoy! Books are available in the church office, on 
Sunday’s in Seeker’s Hall, and by calling Roger Britton. 
Books are $40 and offer hundreds of dollars in savings from 
local restaurants and businesses. They make great 
Christmas gifts too! 
 
 
Yoga will be moving in the New Year! 
The Tuesday morning yoga class will move to Thursday’s at 
10am starting January 6, 2022. A Zoom link will also be 
provided in case of inclement weather.  
 
Children’s Church is on Zoom! Please contact 
childrensminsitry@sprucestreetumc.org for the link to 
connect.  
 
Volunteers are needed on Sunday, January 9th following the 
10:45 service to help take down and pack away the holiday 
decorations. 
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COVID PROTOCOLS UPDATE 

• We want to thank you all for being kind, caring, and 
loving people who love God and love neighbor. 

• We want to thank you for being a wonderful church 
family and following the Covid protocols and keeping 
people safe. #GREAT JOB DISCIPLES!!!! #YOU GUYS 
ROCK!!!!   

• We are going to reintroduce one congregational 
hymn into the service at the end of the service. 

o Masks will be required 
o Social Distance will be maintained 
o Hand washing and sanitizing are encouraged 
o Please wait till the ushers dismiss you, so as 

you wait:  
▪ Listen to the postlude 
▪ Pray 
▪ Know you are blessed, beloved, child of 

God, precious and beautiful to behold 

• Remember the protocols are an expression of 
discipleship and we are building a loving and caring 
church community that includes a place and home 
for most vulnerable of our population.  

• We are adjusting our bulletins and worship format to 
accommodate congregational singing.  

 

 

 


