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PRELUDE                     

 
CALL TO WORSHIP       
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. All things were made by God, and 
without God nothing came to be. What came to be through 
God was life, and this life was the light of the world. 
 
People: The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it. 
 
OPENING PRAYER                           
Good and Gracious God, you know our sorrows and you bear 
with us our pain. Help us to remember that we are not alone 
in the darkness, because you are always with us. In Jesus’s 
name we pray. Amen. 
 
Memory Notes  
During the readings, you are invited to write your sadness 
and sorrows on the blue note paper. These notes are for your 
eyes alone, no one will read them, and they will be 
prayerfully disposed of and recycled. 
 
Readings From Scriptures  
Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 
Everything Has Its Time 
3 For everything there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven: 
2 a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 



a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5 a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones 
together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8 a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace. 
The God-Given Task 
9 What gain have the workers from their toil? 10 I have seen 
the business that God has given to everyone to be busy 
with. 11 He has made everything suitable for its time; 
moreover he has put a sense of past and future into their 

minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the 

beginning to the end. 

 
Psalm 22 
Plea for Deliverance from Suffering and Hostility 
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
    Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my 
groaning? 
2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; 
    and by night, but find no rest. 
3 Yet you are holy, 
    enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
4 In you our ancestors trusted; 
    they trusted, and you delivered them. 
5 To you they cried, and were saved; 
    in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
6 But I am a worm, and not human; 
    scorned by others, and despised by the people. 
7 All who see me mock at me; 
    they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
8 “Commit your cause to the LORD; let him deliver— 
    let him rescue the one in whom he delights!” 



9 Yet it was you who took me from the womb; 
    you kept me safe on my mother’s breast. 
10 On you I was cast from my birth, 
    and since my mother bore me you have been my God. 
11 Do not be far from me, 
    for trouble is near 
    and there is no one to help. 
12 Many bulls encircle me, 
    strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 
13 they open wide their mouths at me, 
    like a ravening and roaring lion. 
14 I am poured out like water, 
    and all my bones are out of joint; 
my heart is like wax; 
    it is melted within my breast; 
15 my mouth[a] is dried up like a potsherd, 
    and my tongue sticks to my jaws; 
    you lay me in the dust of death. 
16 For dogs are all around me; 
    a company of evildoers encircles me. 
My hands and feet have shriveled;[b] 
17 I can count all my bones. 
They stare and gloat over me; 
18 they divide my clothes among themselves, 
    and for my clothing they cast lots. 
19 But you, O LORD, do not be far away! 
    O my help, come quickly to my aid! 
20 Deliver my soul from the sword, 
    my life[c] from the power of the dog! 
21 

    Save me from the mouth of the lion! 
From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued[d] me. 
22 I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters;[e] 
    in the midst of the congregation I will praise you: 
23 You who fear the LORD, praise him! 
    All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; 
    stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
24 For he did not despise or abhor 
    the affliction of the afflicted; 
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he did not hide his face from me,[f] 
    but heard when I[g] cried to him. 
25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
    my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
26 The poor[h] shall eat and be satisfied; 
    those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 
    May your hearts live forever! 
27 All the ends of the earth shall remember 
    and turn to the LORD; 
and all the families of the nations 
    shall worship before him.[i] 
28 For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
    and he rules over the nations. 
29 To him,[j] indeed, shall all who sleep in[k] the earth bow 
down; 
    before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, 
    and I shall live for him.[l] 
30 Posterity will serve him; 
    future generations will be told about the Lord, 
31 and[m] proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
    saying that he has done it. 
 
Psalm 23 
The Divine Shepherd 
1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters;[a] 
3     he restores my soul.[b] 
He leads me in right paths[c] 
    for his name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley,[d] 
    I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; 
    your rod and your staff— 
    they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me 
    in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 
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6 Surely[e] goodness and mercy[f] shall follow me 
    all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
    my whole life long.[g] 
 
John 1:1-5 
The Word Became Flesh 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being 4 in him was life,[a] and the life was the light of all 

people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 

not overcome it. 

 
SOLO “In the Bleak Mid-Winter”  
    
Litany of Remembrance   
We light this first candle to remember those whom we have 
loved and lost. We pause to remember clearly, their faces, 
their voices, their bodies. We embrace and give thanks for the 
memories that bind them to us in this season of expectation, 
when all Creation waits for the Light. 
 
All: We remember them with love. May God's eternal love 
surround them. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom 
captive Israel That mourns in lonely exile here, until the 
son of 
God appear-Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, 
O Israel.  
 
A period of silent reflection  
 
We light this second candle to remember the pain of loss: 
loss of relationships, loss of trust, loss of jobs, loss of health, 
loss of faith, the loss of joy. We acknowledge and embrace 
the pain of the past, O God, and we offer it to you, asking 
that into our wounded hearts and open hands you will place 
the gift of peace, shalom. 
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All: We remember that through you all things are possible. 
Refresh, restore, renew us, 0 God, and lead us into your 
future.  
O come thou Wisdom from on high, who orders all things 
far and nigh. To us the path of knowledge show, and teach 
us in her ways to go Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come 
to thee, 0 Israel. 
 
A period of silent reflection  
 
We light this third candle to remember ourselves this 
Christmas time. We pause and remember the past weeks, 
months, or years that have been heavy with our burdens. We 
accept and lay before you, God, the sharpness of memory, the 
sadness and grief, the hurt and fear, the anger and pain. We 
accept and lay before you the ways we feel we have fallen 
short, and the times we have spent blaming ourselves, and 
you, for all that we have suffered. 
We accept and lay before you the times we have walked 
alone, in darkness; and in knowledge of our own mortality. 
 
All: We remember that though we have journeyed far, and 
that while lost, we may have turned away from the light, 
the light itself has not failed. We remember that though 
winter is upon us and though the night is dark, with the 
turning of the wheel the dawn will come, and dawn defeats 
the darkness. O come thou day-spring, come and cheer our 
spirits by thy advent here 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark 
shadows put to flight Rejoice, rejoice Emmanuel shall come 
to thee, O Israel. 
 
A period of silent reflection  
 
We light this fourth candle to remember faith, the gift of light 
and hope that God offers to us in the story of Christmas, 
which began in insecurity and humbleness, and in a poor 
stable. 



We remember that the loving God who came to share this life 
with us promises us comfort and peace. 
 
All: We remember the One who shares our burdens, who 
shows us the way to the Light, and who journeys with us 
into all our tomorrows. O come desire of nations, bind all 
peoples in one heart and mind from dust thou brought us 
forth to life; 
deliver us from earthly strife. 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
A period of silent reflection  
 
The Prayers of the People  
God of wisdom, we come to you this Christmas Season tired, 
in turmoil, and in pain. As the nights have grown longer, so 
has darkness grown and wrapped itself around our hearts. 
In this season of longest night, we ask your healing blessings 
upon all that we carry in our hearts -- 
sorrow we fear may never end, wounds we cannot even put 
into words. Lord, hear our prayer, 
 
All: And in Your merciful love, answer.  
 
God of mercy and compassion, there are those among us who 
are grieving over what might have been. Death or loss or 
terrible hurt has changed our experience of Christmas. We 
remember that once it was a special day for us, too, but 
someone or something precious has gone away from us in this 
life. We have lost a beloved, a job, a goal, a cause, a dream. 
We find ourselves adrift and alone. We are weary from the 
journey, and we have found no room at the inn. We come to 
you seeking rest and peace, and shelter from the storm. Lord, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All: And in Your merciful love, answer. 
 
God of grace, in the spirit of the season, grant us all that we 
need to comfort us as we journey through this Christmas 



season. 
We ask that you shelter and sustain all of us, both here and 
throughout the world, who wander or want or are heavy 
laden, 
that we may be lifted up in courage and journey on in thy 
peace. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
All: And in Your merciful love, answer.  
 
God of love, in this Christmas season we embrace and offer up 
to you all that used to be which is now lost to us and cannot 
be again. With celebration all around us, memories of what 
was, and fears of what may be, weigh heavy on our hearts. 
Please hold us close in your embrace, and be near to us this 
night, until the light returns, and morning comes. Lord, hear 
our prayer, 
 
All: And in Your merciful love, answer.  
 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch or 
weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who 
sleep. 
Tend the sick, Lord; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 
soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; all 
for thy love's sake. Amen. 
 

Prayer for Nights in Advent  

Lord, it is night. The night is for stillness. Let us be still in the 
presence of God. It is night after a long day. What has been 
done has been done; what has not been done has not been 
done; let it be. The night is dark. Let our fears of the 
darkness of the world and of our own lives rest in you. The 
night is quiet. Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, all 
dear to us, and all who have no peace. The night heralds the 
dawn. Let us look expectantly to a new day, new joys, new 
possibilities. In your name we pray. Amen.  



 
Blessing and Dismissal  
 
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to 
shine upon you and be gracious unto you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you 
peace, both now and forever more. Amen. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 
People: And also with you. 
 
Postlude    

 
*As you depart this service, please leave the blue paper with 
your burdens written upon it behind you in the basket, and 
take a candle with you to remind you that the light of Christ 
will always overcome the darkness.  
 


