
 
 
Spruce Street United Methodist Church 

March 2, 2022 
Ash Wednesday, 7pm 

 
* Indicates stand if able 
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Prelude 
 
Greetings 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God's holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God's benefits. 
Who forgives all your sins and heals all your infirmities; 
who redeems your life from the grave, and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness. 
 
Music Ministry 
 
Prayer 
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all who 
are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our 
sins and acknowledging our wickedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect 
remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Old Testament Lesson       Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
2 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the 
land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near—2 a day of darkness and gloom, a day of 
clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army 
comes; their like has never been from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to come. 
12 Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and 
with mourning; 13 rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is 
racious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing. 
14 Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering 
and a drink offering for the LORD, your God? 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a 
solemn assembly; 16 gather the people. Sanctify the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the 
children, even infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy. 
17 Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep. Let them 
say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword among the 
nations. Why should it be said among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 
 
Litany 
Cry, and God will answer. 
Call, and the Lord will say, "I am here." 
If you do away with the yoke, the clenched fist, the wicked word; 
if you give bread to the hungry, and relief to the oppressed; 
call, and the Lord will say, "I am here." 
Your light will rise in the darkness and your shadows become like noon.  



The Lord will always guide you, giving you relief in desert places. 
Cry, and God will answer. 
Call, and the Lord will say, "I am here." 
 
*Gospel Lesson             Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
6 “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no 
reward from your Father in heaven. 2 “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before 
you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by 
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your 
left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your alms may be done in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you.  
5 “And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray 
to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  
16 “And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so 
as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17 But 
when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that your fasting may be seen not by 
others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where 
thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also. 

 
Silence 
 
Invitation to the Observance of Lenten Discipline 
 
Thanksgiving over the Ashes 
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. Grant that these ashes may be 
to us a sign of our mortality and penitence, so that we may remember that only by your 
gracious gift are we given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Imposition of Ashes 
 
Psalm of Confession #785, Psalm 51:1-17 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  
Against you, you only, have I sinned, and done that which is evil in your sight, so that you are 
justified in your judgement.  
Behold, I was born into iniquity, and I have been sinful since my mother conceived me.  
Behold, you desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.  
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow;  
Make me hear with joy and gladness; let the bones which you have broken rejoice.  
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your holy Spirit from me.  
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.  
Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.  



Deliver me from death, O God, God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of our 
deliverance.  
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth your praise. 
For you have no delight in sacrifice; were I to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. 
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will 
not despise.  
 
Reconciliation and Commendation 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole 
life to Christ our Lord. 
To you, O Lord. 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
 
Hymn: #340 “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy 
1. Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, weak and wounded, sick and sore; Jesus ready stands to save 
you, full of pity, love, and power.  
I will arise and go to Jesus; he will embrace me with his arms; in the arms of my dear Savior, O 
there are ten thousand charms.  
 
2. Come, ye thirsty, come, and welcome, God’s free bounty glorify; true belief and true 
repentance, every grace that brings you nigh.  
I will arise and go to Jesus; he will embrace me with his arms; in the arms of my dear Savior, O 
there are ten thousand charms.  
 
3. Come ye weary, heavy laden, lost and ruined by the fall; if you tarry till you’re better, you will 
never come at all.  
I will arise and go to Jesus; he will embrace me with his arms; in the arms of my dear Savior, O 
there are ten thousand charms.  
 
4. Let not conscience make you linger, nor of fitness fondly dream; all the fitness he requireth is to 
feel your need of him.  
I will arise and go to Jesus; he will embrace me with his arms; in the arms of my dear Savior, O 
there are ten thousand charms.  
 
Benediction 
May God, who has forgiven us now, make us strong for these days ahead. May Jesus lead us, 
and we be found faithful to follow. May the Spirit drive us into the wilderness, burning away 
the chaff of our lives, and purifying our hearts for all to see and be blessed. And may the 
blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Mercy, Master, and Fire, be with us and remain 
with us always! 
 
Go in peace, to love and serve God and your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God! Amen 
 
Postlude 
 


