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Do We have a Grown-Up Love? 

 

In the current issue of the Restoration Herald 

magazine, “Kent B. True” (a.k.a. Harold N. Orndorff, 

former associate minister of this church family), 

commented in his monthly column on an article by Dr. 

Thomas E. Bergler, current professor of Ministry & 

Missions at Huntington University, Huntington, 

Indiana.  The title of Dr. Bergler’s article came from his 

book, entitled The Juvenilization of American 

Christianity.  “Mr. True” identified the premise of Dr. 

Bergler’s writing to be that the American church, in 

spite of the emergence of many “mega church” 

families and other church growth strategies, has been 

regressing spiritually since the end of World War Two.  

The cause of this downward slide, according to Dr. 

Bergler, comes from the adaptation by the American 

church during this period of time to use methods 

“designed to appeal to the teenage culture.”  After 

using several excerpts from Dr. Bergler’s article to help 

paint the image of the current declining status of the 

American church, “Mr. True” laments “...how many 

[current] church leaders are not themselves products 

of a juvenilized Christianity?”  He then concludes his 

column by asking, “...if the vast majority of Christianity  
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that exists in our culture is highly juvenilized, who will 

be able to provide this hoped-for antidote?”  In other 

words, where can we find spiritually mature individuals 

who can lead and teach the younger generations the 

Good News of Jesus and help them learn how to pass 

their faith in Christ to those that follow them? 

 

Interestingly, the challenge that Dr. Bergler and Mr. True 

present to us in their articles and book may have a very 

close relationship to the challenge with which we 

continue to struggle in the youth-focused work of this 

church family.  In reporting on the youth ministry team 

efforts of 2011, we recorded the observation that “...we 

have to find the means and the methods for reaching 

our families with resources and programs to help them 

be intentional in rearing their children to a lifelong 

journey with Jesus.”  Over the past four years, we have 

endeavored to transition our programming to begin 

trying to reach that goal... to help us fully appreciate 

the God-given primary responsibility parents (not the 

church alone) have in raising their children to follow 

Christ.  While we have made some adjustments along 

the way towards it, much work remains.  We knew that 

this process would take some time in order to see 

significant results.  We also understand the importance 

of the church family restoring her methods of helping 

individual families take ownership of their Biblical roles 

in regards to discipleship.  And so, we realize that the 

time factor may take a secondary priority in our 

strategy, as long as we can continue to identify progress 

in the process. 

. . .Conclusion 

 

Perhaps one of the strongest barriers to progress in this 

process of helping families restore their role in training 

disciples (who can train disciples... and so on) is in finding 

the balance of reaching lost families and individuals in a 

way that makes Christianity attractive, but will also help 

them “count the cost” of following Jesus.  (As we know, 

“outward beauty is only skin deep.”)  It may be that 

reminding ourselves and others concerning the cost of 

not following Jesus will provide the “attraction” needed 

for many to get connected to the church family and 

thereby, get motivated to help one another with our 

eternal relationship with the heavenly Father. 

 

Of course, the only real and lasting motivation needed for 

this (or any) church family to reach this goal is to find the 

means and methods to increase our love for God and our 

desire to be in His presence.  When our love for God gets 

real, no power will keep us away or distract us from 

worshiping Him and doing His work.  How strong is our 

love for the One who gave Himself to pay our debt and 

restore our eternal relationship with God? 

 

 



Prayer ConcernsPrayer ConcernsPrayer ConcernsPrayer ConcernsPrayer ConcernsPrayer ConcernsPrayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns           

      
     Health Concerns: 
     Charlie & Ruth Cole 
     Cecilia Crowe 
     Joan Drake 
     Karmen Kellams 
     Zeagen, Zahndria, and Zanden Meyers 
     Bill Miller 
     Dee Shelton - Becky Reynold’s mother 
     Bob Stewart 
     Dakota Thornburg 
     Holden Traylor 
     Esther Williams 
 
     
     Missions: 
     SALT    
     George & Xena Al-Salty (Cincinnati, OH) 
     SALT Mission is to make Christ available to Arabs  
     worldwide through the use of technology - computers, cell  
     phones, etc.   
     Vision:  It is our hope through this online community that  
     missionaries and native leaders will be adequately  
     equipped to plant churches in all twenty-two Arab countries  
     located in the Middle East, Arabian Peninsula, and North  
     Africa. 
 
          
     Assisted Living and/or Nursing Home: 
     Ambassador:  (Centerville, IN)                          Helen Gesell 
 
     Autumn Hills:                                                    Helen Stewart  
 
     Crown Pointe: (Greenfield, IN)                           Kathy Ratliff 
 
     Modoc Group Home:                                 Rochella Newland 
   
     Randolph Nursing Home:                                Eula Newland 
                                                                       Cynthia Mae Polley 
                                                                                
     Summers Pointe:                                        Burnita Johnting                 
                                                                                    Ruth Welch 

FCC College Students 

If you have a college student(s), please turn all 
names and addresses into the church office.  We 
are getting ready for next month when we will send 
all our college students a gift card from the church 
family.   
 
This is a project that we postponed during the 
holidays since we had several things happening at 
the same time.     
 
We will collect money donations in February for 
these gift cards.  At this time we are needing 
names and addresses, please!  Thank you. 

Ladies to Resume Study 

On Saturday, January 16th the FCC ladies will 
resume their Bible study.  As always, all ladies are 
welcome to join us.  We meet on the first, third, and 
fifth Saturday at 10:00am in the Prayer Room. 

S.O.H.L. Sunday 

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday is January 17th and 
this will be our Kick-Off for the Baby Bottle 
Campaign.  Please take a bottle(s) and fill with 
loose change and/or bills to go towards the 
Pregnancy Care Center of Randolph County.  If 
you prefer, just make a check out to “Pregnancy 
Care Center” and put inside bottle.  
 
There are twenty-four bottles and our goal for 
2016 is to raise $700.  Will you help us?    
 
We are asking for all bottles to be brought back to 
the church by Sunday, February 14th.  Thank You! 



Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, January 17, 2016 

Immediately Following AM Worship 

Carry-In Meal 
Everyone is welcome to come to our Fifth Sunday 
Carry-In Meal on Sunday, January 31st.  We’ll eat 
right after AM Worship.   
 
Please bring a covered dish to share.  You won’t 
have to bring anything else because the tableware 
and drinks will be provided.   
 
So, come and join us for some great food and 
wonderful fellowship! 

Monday, January 18, 2016 
Bldg. & Grounds Meeting @ 6:00pm 
Monthly Church Meeting @ 7:00pm 

Hosts From Church Family Needed 

Connection Overtime (Jr/Sr High Youth) continue 
to meet twice a month for lunch, fellowship, and 
studytime after AM Worship.   
 
Would you like to invite this group of young people 
into your home for just an hour or two?  We are 
looking for church family who will allow us to come 
to your home for studytime and fellowship only.  No 
food required!   
 
Looking for hosts for February and March.  Please 
contact Philip, Youth Program Coordinator. Thanks! 


