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Have We Forgotten the Expiration Date? 

 

As I write these words, news has reached many in our 

county of the tragic death of a young man in an 

automobile accident who was scheduled to graduate 

from high school in a few days.  According to other 

news reports, his death occurred just a week after 

another schoolmate, having graduated just last year, 

also tragically died in a separate automobile accident.  

Of course, deaths of young people have occurred 

many times in the past and will most likely occur 

again, regardless of the many and various efforts 

designed to prevent it. 

 

These two recent deaths may not create any 

significant response or change in the lives of those 

who never knew them or their families.  Yet, if for no 

other reason, these recent deaths should be a bold 

reminder to us that all God-honoring parents have 

very little time, with no guarantees given, to lead our 

children and families in knowing and following Jesus. 

 

Last month, in this space, I attempted to share the 

basic elements we need to lead and help members of 

our families to become disciples of Jesus, our brothers 
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May 31 
10:30am . . . . Graduate Recognition 
       Carry-In Meal after AM Worship 
 
June 7  Church Camp Begins 
        Junior High group (June 7 - 12) 
 
June 8 thru 12 
   Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
                   Summer Mission Project 
 
June 10  Block Party 11a - 1:00pm 
 1:30pm . . . . First Care Ministry Mtg 
  

 

. . .Continued from previous page 

 

and sisters in Christ.  The elements I listed previously 

included 1) reading and studying the Holy Scriptures 

together, 2) spending time together talking with God 

(prayer), 3) understanding and making the commitment 

to obediently be immersed (baptized) into Christ in 

order to receive His forgiveness and the gift of the Holy 

Spirit, and then, by the power of the Holy Spirit working 

in our lives through our daily “dining” on the word of 

God, 4) we, in turn, will live the kind of lives that honor 

our heavenly Father and cause others to know that we 

have been with Jesus. 

 

Of course, many of us who have been frequently 

attending worship and Sunday school, already 

understand and try to practice each of those elements 

in our lives.  However, the big question we need to ask 

ourselves is this:  Who have I been helping to do the 

same in their life?  What have I done this past week? 

 

With that said (and honestly answered), please allow 

me to conclude with two brief reminders.  First, please 

note that, even though I did not specifically include 

inviting and/or bringing individuals to Sunday school 

and Worship in the basic list of discipleship elements, 

we still believe and understand that the priority of 

being fully engaged in those activities should not be 

forgotten.  In other words, do not assume that 

discipleship will “take root” in someone’s life if we only 

invite them to church... nor will it happen if we only 

spend time with them and never help them get 

connected with a church family.  Both approaches  need 

to be used to better help the ones we lead to become real 

disciples of Jesus. 

 

Second, for parents who have spent great amounts of time 

raising their children to understand the difference between 

right and wrong choices, please remember (as we stated 

earlier) that we have a limited amount of time to lead our 

children to follow Jesus.  Yes, it is important for our children 

to learn proper behavior that they may grow up to be 

productive citizens in our communities.  However, please 

also remember that their eternal lives “hang in the 

balance” and God has given us this opportunity to work 

with Him in leading them to follow Jesus.  I pray that we all 

keep on... or begin again... renewing our efforts and 

priorities to focus our daily schedules to line up with God 

and the responsibility He has given us to lead those who 

follow in our footsteps... before the opportunity expires! 
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     Health Concerns:  
     Steve Brewer 
     Kathy Clark 
     Charlie Cole 
     Steve Hill 
     Peggy Myer (Tammerrie-mother) 
     Nolen family                        
     Barbara Quick 
      
     Missions: 
     A Lamp Unto My Feet (Christian Missionary Fellowship)     
     Will Walls - Indianapolis, IN  
     Dr. Will Walls offers quality care to missions who have  
     their hearts and minds set on Kingdom matters.  He  
     helps missionaries find mental, emotional, and spiritual  
     health.     
         
     Assisted Living and/or Nursing Home: 
     Addison House:                                              Kathy Ratliff 
 
     Autumn Hills:                                                Helen Stewart  
 
     Modoc Group Home:                            Rochella Newland 
   
     Randolph Nursing Home:                  #206  Eula Newland 
                                                                                
     Summers Pointe:                                  #24     Beulah Kirk                     
                                                                                Ruth Welch 

Christian Concert in September 
 
We have secured a few “early-bird” priced tickets 
for the annual illumination Festival concert at the 
Darke County Fairgrounds on Saturday, 
September 19th.  This concert will feature several 
Christian artists and groups, including Mandisa, 
Crowder, and Unspoken.  Please contact Philip no 
later than May 31st if you plan to attend.  Thanks! 

Recognition of Our Grads      

Come and help us celebrate the Graduates of 
2015 here at First Church of Christ on Sunday, 
May 31st during the AM Worship Service.     
 
Afterwards we invite you to stay for our Fifth 
Sunday Carry-In Meal in the church dining and 
fellowship area.  Please bring a covered dish to 
share.  Tableware and drinks will be provided. 

Camp Begins! 
June 7th starts off the church camp season 
beginning with the Junior High group.   
 
Please bring all donations to the church building 
no later than June 7th that will be going to Western 
Buckeye Christian Service Camp to help with 
restocking the pantry and supply closets.  Thank 
you for all the many donations we have received! 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

 
From June 8th through the 12th the FCA will be 
working in the Lynn community (consisting of 
approximately 150 students) doing odd jobs during 
the daytime.  First Church will be helping, along 
with other local churches, to provide some meals 
for this group of young people.  Anyone who is able 
to help with serving the food, please contact Cindy 
Williams.  FCC will provide 3 meals (breakfast, 
lunch, and supper) on Wednesday, June 10th.  We 
will need several volunteers not only to help serve 
food, but to also be there in representing the First 
Church of Christ.  We would appreciate to hear 
from YOU!  Thank you. 


