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Saying Hello 
 

 In this day and age, when we receive a letter 

from someone, it is not until we get to the end of the 

message that we find out who it is that has sent this 

writing to us.  We ascribe our name with some kind of 

a closing goodbye at the end of our letters.  However, 

in the days of the first century, it was the opposite.  

You knew immediately who was writing to you as they 

began their letter with a personal greeting first.  We 

find that example in the Epistles of the New 

Testament.  Many times as we start into a book of the 

New Testament, we want to move right into the meat 

of the book, and we may skim through, reading 

quickly a lengthy greeting as the letter begins.  

Knowing it is a greeting, we may consider it not of 

much significance other than a “hello”, but we can 

miss, even from the beginning, a nugget of knowledge 

there that is well worth studying.  

 I want to look specifically at the opening from 

Paul in his letter to Titus, “to Titus, my true child in a 

common faith:  Grace and peace from God the Father 

and Christ Jesus our Savior.” (Titus 1:4).  Titus was a 

faithful worker for the Lord, and a trusted companion 

to  Paul  as  he  accompanied  Paul  on a number of his 
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journeys.  As Paul’s life was drawing to an end, he 

wrote to Titus commissioning him to carry on the work 

started in Crete of teaching and training faithful 

disciples that Paul had begun there.  It is quite possible 

that Paul was personally involved in the conversion of 

Titus, a Gentile, to Christ for Paul refers to him in this 

greeting as “my true child,” literally, “his physically 

born child.”  What a very endearing term that would 

speak as to the closeness of their relationship and what 

Paul thought of this man Titus.  That family connection, 

Paul writes, is founded in a bond of “common faith,” the 

mutual goal they would both share in spreading the 

Gospel message of Jesus Christ to a world in need of 

salvation we have in Him.  How amazing to realize that 

we share in that same common bond with the Apostle 

Paul and the Evangelist Titus today by the faith we hold 

to and proclaim in Jesus Christ to the world we are 

living in today. 

 In this greeting to Titus, Paul writes of “grace and 

peace”.  Grace can be summed up as a manifestation of 

God’s love towards us, however, in detail, it is much 

more than that. Grace is God’s unmerited favor towards 

us; it is when we receive something that we did not 

deserve, something we cannot earn.  Our disobedience, 

sin, to God is deserving of punishment, death, that is 

what we deserve, but by God’s grace instead we can 

receive forgiveness and blessings.  And the peace Paul 

speaks of is a result of a harmony that we have again 

between us, the offender, and God when we are forgiven 

through Jesus Christ, “Therefore having been justified 

by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ,” (Rom. 5:1).   We were enemies of God, at   

Conclusion… 

 

odds with Him and deserving of His wrath upon us, and 

through the one mediator, Jesus Christ, and our faith in 

Him, we are reconciled back to a state of righteousness in 

God’s eyes. 

Paul also makes sure to let us know that these two 

blessings of grace and peace are bestowed upon us by 

both “God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.”  What 

a wonderful gift to recognize in our lives of how much 

has been given to us by God and Jesus in providing a way 

into salvation for an undeserving, unworthy lot such as 

ourselves.  THANK YOU LORD!  And may we serve 

Him every day with that gratitude in our minds and on our 

lips. 

In His service, 

 

Doug 
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     Health Concerns: 
     Charlie Cole 
     Cecilia Crowe 
     Austin McNew 
     Bill Miller 
     Dee Shelton 
     Dakota Thornburg 
     Holden Traylor 
     
     Missions: 
     Pregnancy Care Center (Winchester, IN) 
     Jane Rogers, Director 
     PCC is there to offer hope, facts, and help to those who  
     are faced with an unplanned pregnancy or have had an  
     unplanned pregnancy in the past.  The Pregnancy Care  
     Center of Randolph County does NOT perform nor refer  
     for abortions.        
          
     Assisted Living and/or Nursing Home: 
     Ambassador:  (Centerville, IN)         Helen Gesell  Rm. #407 
 
     Autumn Hills:                                                    Helen Stewart  
 
     Crown Pointe: (Greenfield, IN)                           Kathy Ratliff 
 
     Friends Fellowship:                       Esther Williams  Rm. #32 
 
     Modoc Group Home:                                 Rochella Newland 
   
     Randolph Nursing Home:                                Eula Newland 
                                                                                
     Summers Pointe:                                        Burnita Johnting                 
                                                                                    Ruth Welch 

Men’s Study 
Every Wednesday @ 6:00pm 

All Men Welcome! 

Ladies Bible Study 

The FCC ladies will meet next on Saturday, March 
5th and 19th in the Prayer Room at 10:00am. 
All ladies are invited to come and be a part of this 
study group.  ~Meet first, third, and fifth Saturday~ 

Church Groups Get Discount 
Every March the Newport Aquarium has one 
weekend designated as “Faith Weekend”.  This is 
where all church groups have a special invitation to 
come and enjoy the aquarium at discounted prices.  
If you order online and prepay, you will receive 
tickets for only $13/person for March 5th and 6th 
only.  Tickets are to be picked up on the day of 
your visit at the Faith Weekend Reservation Table.  
Go to www.newportaquarium.com or contact Robin 
and she will be glad to help!  Must order before 
March 2nd. 

Winter Jam @ Indy 
Friday, March 18 

See Philip if Interested in Attending! 

FCC Spring “Work Day” 

Building & Grounds Ministry has scheduled a work 
day for Saturday, March 19th.  Please mark your 
calendar and plan to come and help if you are 
able.  There are several odd jobs that need our 
attention.  Time to begin will be announced later.  
Thank You! 

Food Pantry Open 
Saturday, March 19 

9 - 11:00am 


