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“Bring Them to Jesus” 
 

When it comes to “practicing religion,” what is the 

most common activity most of us expect from those 

who do so?  Although many of us would probably 

suggest “attending church on a regular basis” as the 

first definition of that expression, according to several 

surveys over the past 25 years, a large majority of us 

in the United States identify ourselves as “people who 

pray on a regular basis.”  Of course, we could debate 

whether “praying” or “attending church” or some 

other activity most properly defines “practicing 

religion.”  However, the best use of our time, no 

doubt, would be spent actually doing what God says 

in the Scriptures, instead of debating survey results. 

 

For example, in the nineteenth chapter of Matthew’s 

Gospel, we can read the following:  “Then the people 

brought their little children to Jesus so He could put 

His hands on them and pray for them.  His followers 

told them to stop, but Jesus said, ‘Let the little children 

come to me.  Don’t stop them, because the kingdom 

of heaven belongs to people who are like these 

children.’”   When  we  have  read  this  account  in the                 
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past, we often focused on the last part of Jesus’ 

statement.  Yes, we need to demonstrate the kind of 

trusting faith in God in our lives that children typically 

have for their earthly parents.  However, there is 

another valuable truth that Jesus commanded in this 

conversation that we should not overlook. 

 

The account begins with the picture of parents bringing 

their children to Jesus (probably with the hope that 

God’s blessings would come to pass all through their 

children’s lives).  After attempts were made to keep 

them away, Jesus said not to stop them.  In other 

words, Jesus said to bring the children to Him. 

 

In response to Jesus’ command, we have to find a 

slightly different way to bring our children to Jesus since 

He is no longer walking on this earth.  Many parents try 

to be obedient by bringing their children to the church 

building each week... and/or send them to church camp 

and other youth activities and conferences.  Of course, 

those places can help our children.  However, I believe 

there is another way to bring our children to Jesus that 

has even more potential and power to help them 

become disciples of Christ who will lead others to 

Christ. 

 

When we lift our children to God through prayer in the 

name of Jesus, we access the Ultimate Power of the 

universe to bless the lives of our children.  At the same 

time, praying for our children can bring them closer to 

God fulfilling His perfect will in their lives.  In addition, 

praying  for  them  will help in leading us to become the    

 

Seeking Volunteers for Dinners 
Janet is looking for extra volunteers (male or female) 
in helping with the funeral dinners.  We need to 
update the Contact List. 
 
There will be those who are asked to prepare food 
and simply drop off, but others are needed to help 
with washing dishes and general clean-up 
afterwards.   
 
If you are willing to help with any of this, please sign 
up at the Welcome Center.  Thank You! 

Conclusion... 
 

kind of parents our children need us to be,  which will 

give them a better understanding of God. 

 

Knowing that none of us have lived our lives perfectly, we 

understand that we need help in bringing our children to 

Jesus... especially, through prayer.  In the days just ahead, 

we will be offering you the opportunity to 

become a “One for One (1-4-1) Prayer Pal” 

with the children who worship with us.  If 

you have any interest or questions, please 

talk to me right away.  Regardless, we will 

be contacting you soon, because your prayers can “lay 

the tracks” for God to move forward and make a real 

difference in the lives of our children! 



These names and concerns are  
updated every month.  If you have a 

prayer request that the church family 
needs to be aware of, please contact  

the church office - Thank you. 

Prayer ConcernsPrayer ConcernsPrayer ConcernsPrayer ConcernsPrayer ConcernsPrayer ConcernsPrayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns           

      
     Health Concerns: 
     Charlie Cole 
     Cecilia Crowe 
     Austin McNew - classmate & friend of Nate Reynolds 
     Bill Miller 
     Dee Shelton 
     Dakota Thornburg 
     Holden Traylor 
 
     
     Missions: 
     Orchard Group 
     Brent Storms, President and CEO 
     Church planting in the northeastern United States and  
     major international cities.  This includes the New York City  
     metropolitan area and cities abroad in Ireland and Japan. 
      
          
     Assisted Living and/or Nursing Home: 
     Ambassador:  (Centerville, IN)         Helen Gesell  Rm. #407 
 
     Autumn Hills:                                                    Helen Stewart  
 
     Crown Pointe: (Greenfield, IN)                           Kathy Ratliff 
 
     Friends Fellowship:                       Esther Williams  Rm. #32 
 
     Modoc Group Home:                                 Rochella Newland 
   
     Randolph Nursing Home:                                Eula Newland 
                                                                                
     Summers Pointe:                                        Burnita Johnting                 
                                                                                    Ruth Welch 

FCC Men’s New Bible Study 

The men have just started a new Bible study on 
Wednesday evenings.  They are continuing on with 
the ‘Walk With God’ series from authors Don 
Cousins and Judson Poling.  Join us for “Building 
Your Church” Using Your Gifts, Time, and 
Resources.  Every Wednesday at 6:00pm.  If your 
schedule won’t allow you to come every 
Wednesday night, then come when you can - every 
other week, or once a month, etc.  Get a book from 
Doug today - cost is $7.  All Men Are Welcome! 

Money Donations 

We are now accepting money donations for our 
latest project here at FCC.  We want to purchase 
gift cards for every college student here at First 
Church.  As soon as all donations have been 
received, we will then be able to determine how 
much we can spend on each student and buy each 
a greeting card with gift card enclosed.  We would 
like everyone to have an opportunity to sign each 
card before sending out.  Thank you! 

Deadline Coming Up 

Our Baby Bottle Campaign deadline is fast 
approaching.  Please bring all bottles back to 
church building by Sunday, February 14th.  All 
bottles brought back by the deadline will be 
counted towards our goal of $700.   
 
Please fill those bottles with coins, bills, and 
checks and help First Church of Christ to reach its 
goal and to help save lives - Thanks! 



Winter Concert 
Winter Jam 2016 is just around the corner.  If you 
would like to attend, please see Philip to reserve 
your seat on the church van.  Leaving right after 
school on Friday, February 19th.  Final plans for 
location of departure will be disclosed later.   
 
Will need to bring money for concert ($10 at the 
door) and for any food or souvenirs you may want 
to purchase. 

Dinner and/or a Concert 
Make your reservation now for this special Men for 
Christ Rally ‘Ladies Night’ on Monday, April 4th.  
The Vintage Gospel Lads will be performing at the 
Hoosier Gym in Knightstown, Indiana.    
 
A complete Swiss Steak dinner will be catered by 
Sugarbakers.  Seating limited to four hundred.  
Cost is $11.00/person which includes cost of use 
of facilities.  Reservations Are Required.   

 
Additional 600 Seats Available for Concert 

A love offering will be taken up for the “Lads” and 
their performance. 
 
If anyone is interested in attending or you have 
any questions, please contact church office. 

Monthly Church Meeting 
Monday, February 15 

7:00pm 

Faith Weekend in March 

The Newport Aquarium is offering tickets for $13 
per person for Faith Weekend on March 5th and 
6th.  Tickets must be ordered and prepaid before 
March 2nd.  This can be done online.  If you would 
like help with this, please see Robin.  You will be 
able to pick your tickets up at the Faith Weekend 
Reservation Table on the day of your visit.   
 
Go and have some fun with the whole family! 

In Deepest Sympathy 

The First Church of Christ family would like to 
extend condolences to our beloved Joan Pike in 
the loss of her mother, Cynthia Mae Polley.     
Cynthia Mae passed away on January 26, 2016.  
She was 99 years old.  Our hearts and prayers and 
thoughts are with you and your family, Joan. 

Next Ladies Study 
Saturday, February 20 

10:00am 

Paper/Cardboard Containers 

If anyone has empty, half-gallon milk or juice 
containers that are made of paper/cardboard, 
please save and give to Rebecca Glunt.  She 
needs approximately eight (8) more for a Girl Scout 
campout.  Will need by mid March.  Please contact 
Rebecca if you are able to help.  Thank You! 


