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Keep Prayin’ On 
 

 You may have noticed over the last few weeks that I 

have put an emphasis on praying.  A big part of focusing 

our prayers at this time was due to the presidential election 

coming up.  From the time of my writing this article to the 

time you read it, there should be a decision made as to who 

will lead this country for the next four years... but that 

doesn’t mean let up on your petitions to the Lord. 

 When you look at the path of a river with its twists 

and turns, it may seem that it aimlessly wonders around, 

but it does reach its goal of getting to the ocean.  The 

twists, turns, and switch backs are brought about by 

geological obstructions and barriers that change its speed, 

flow, and direction, but as the old song says, “that old man 

river...it just keeps rolling along.”   

 So it is with the ruler of a country, whether it be a 

king, a president, or some other leader of a nation, this 

leader may have a vision and goal that he wants to attain 

for those he rules over, and that agenda may be honorable 

or not so honorable.  For the president of the U.S.A. there 

will be many people and circumstances that come along 

during their time that may either impede or help in their 

progress toward what they see for the future of our country.  

We as Christians and citizens of this great United States 

need to be an important part of those circumstances and 

voices that help shape the decisions in our country.  That 

voice must continue even after an election is over. 
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Facts and Figures: 
 
 

10-28-12            General Fund                 $2499.00                        
10-28-12            Missions                         $  624.75                             
 
11-04-12            First Care Fund              $  300.00 
11-04-12            General Fund                 $2631.13 
11-04-12            Missions                         $  657.78 
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 God Almighty invites us to come join Him as His great 

plan unfolds, but the president’s heart is in His hands.  “The king’s 

heart is like channels of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it 

wherever He wishes.” (Prov. 21:1).  God knows who will be the 

leaders of nations and through it all, His purpose is fulfilled.  

“...For there is no authority except from God, and those which 

exist are established by God.” (Rom. 13:1).  God knows those 

who are going to come into authority, whether they get there by 

election, royal line, or in a violent take over.  God remains in 

control of this entire creation and he will accomplish His ultimate 

goal in it. 

 We look to the Lord and ask that He bless us with good 

and keep us from harm during fragile times, but have you taken 

the time to realize that God may use circumstances to administer 

consequences and give a lesson to those involved.  Even with His 

chosen people, the great nation of Israel in the Old Testament, they 

were given over to their enemies when they chose to turn away 

from God and His commands and follow their own selfish desires.  

That is what concerns me for our country. We cannot assume that 

God will always keep harm from befalling this country.  There 

may come a point, of which, we don’t know where that line is, 

when God will say, “enough,” and we may have to have to receive 

some chastisement.  For this reason I am asking for you to 

continue, without ceasing, your prayers, that you help fulfill the 

request of Paul as he spoke to Timothy, “First of all, then, I urge 

that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made 

on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, in 

order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness 

and dignity.” (I Tim. 2:1, 2).   

 I know this America has had great presidents, along with 

many other men and women, who have put a lot of prayer into the 

endeavors of this nation.  We have a great heritage in Americans 

who have believed in the God of the Bible, our Creator, and now 

we MUST, with great fervor, do the same in the days we have! 

 

In His service, 

 

Doug 

Elders 

 

Mike Alka . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  765-584-1474 

 

Jeff Boyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  765-744-1390 

 

         Church Staff 

 

Tina Austin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

     First Care Director 

                 Office:  765-874-2590 

 

Robin Brumbaugh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

     Secretary 

                 Office:  765-874-1826 

 

Doug Nolen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

     Minister 

                 Cell:      765-576-1338 

 

Philip Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            

Youth Program Coordinator 

                 Cell:       765-576-1184 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

UPCOMING 
 
November 07 
    . . . . . . . First Care Fall Pictures  
 
 

November 08                               
    . . . . . . . First Care Fall Pictures 
4:30PM . . . . First Care Ministry Mtg 
 
 
 

November 10 
10:00AM . . . . . . Ladies Bible Study 
     Chapter 9 - ‘Offer Forgiveness’ 
 
 

November 11 
4:30PM . . . . . Missions Ministry Mtg 
 
 
November 15 
7:00PM . . . . . . . . Team Leader Mtg 

EVENTS: 
 
November 17 

10:00AM . . . .Ladies Bible Study  
            Chapter 10 - ‘Trust God’ 
 
 

November 19 
7:00PM . . . . . . . Leadership Mtg  
 
 
 

November 21 
11:30AM . . . Thanksgiving Dinner            

                 for First Care Families 
 
 
November 22 & 23 
 

     THANKSGIVING BREAK 
             (First Care Closed) 



Fall Pictures 
 
 

The First Care children  and staff 
will be having their pictures taken 
on Wednesday, November 7 and 
Thursday, November 8 in the 
church foyer.  Photos taken by 
Enchanted Photography - Tina 
Meyers.                              

Bible Study 
 
 

The FCC ladies are getting close 
to finishing up their study on truth 
& integrity.  Will meet on 
Saturdays, November 10 and 
November 17 at 10:00am.  Then 
they plan to break until after the 
holidays.  Be looking for 
information later down the road 

concerning when the next session will be!      

All Team Leaders  
 
 

Team Leaders—mark your 
calendars for Thursday, 
November 15.  We are 
meeting to see how each 
ministry is doing and if there 
are any areas in that 
particular ministry that may need to be addressed.  
This is a perfect time to get together to communicate 
and share ideas.  If at all possible, please plan to be 
there.                        

Christmas Shoe Boxes  
for Children Overseas 

 
 

Operat ion Christmas Chi ld is 
underway here at FCC.  You can bring 
your box to church any time.  All 
packages have to be delivered to the 
collection sites by November 19, so 
last day for drop off here at the church 
will be Sunday, November 18.  If you 
have any questions, Amy Alka will be 
happy to talk to you!        

International Conference  
On Missions 

 
 

S.I.C.O.M. / I.C.O.M. will be at 
Indianapolis this year.  Our 
M i ss i on s  M in is t ry  h a s 
registered and paid all fees for 
First Church of Christ, so 
anyone interested in going 
(adults & youth) can go at no 
cost.  Dates are November 15 
through November 18.  If you 

have any questions, please see Doug or Philip.       



PPrayer Concernsrayer Concerns 
 
 

Home (Health Concerns): 
Kathy Clark, Bob Stewart, Amanda Thompson (Amy Alka’s 
sister-in-law), and Skyler Wilson 
   
Our Missions, including: 
Purdue Christian Campus House   
  
Home (Cancer): 
Pamela Cole 
    
 

Assisted Living and/or Nursing Home: 
Addison House (New Castle):   Kathy Ratliff 
 
 
Bell Trace (Bloomington):         Helen Stewart 
 
 
Modoc Group Home:                 Rochella Newland 
 
   
Randolph Nursing Home:  
                                                     Virginia Frazier  
                                                     Eula Newland 
                                                                                         
Summers Pointe:  
                                                     Beulah Kirk  
                                                     Ruth Welch    
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Please keep the family of George Stewart in your 
prayers.  The Stewarts have lost their eldest son 
Bobby.     

         
     Bill graduated from Northeastern High School in the first class 

from the school in 1968.  He went for one year to the Electronics 

Institute in Louisville, KY in 1970.  Then Bill went on to work as 

a mechanic for six years for Vivian Buick and Shell gas station.  

He also worked for General Telephone for two years.  Later, he 

worked splicing telephone cables for two years as an independent 

contractor.  After that, he worked for two years selling dinnerware 

for the West Bend Company.  He has recently been self-employed 

for 35 years with Miller’s Cleaning Supplies.  Bill also repairs 

pressure washers.  The Millers also have their own private label of 

hand cleaner, Crystal Green, which is shipped all around the 

country to about 20 states.   

     Brenda graduated from Hagerstown High School in 1971.  She 

later went to Johnson Bible College from 1971-1972, studying 

Christian Education, and worked at a Children’s Home while 

there.  After that, she worked at Reid Hospital from 1972-1988 as 

a CNA.  In 2001 she went to work at Friends Fellowship as a CNA 

where she currently works four evenings a week.  Brenda became 

interested in the healthcare field because of  her great grandmother 

living with her family in order to assist with healthcare needs; as 

well as living with three generations of people when she was very 

young.  

     In the church, Bill and Brenda have served faithfully.  Bill has 

been a trustee and a deacon in past church settings.  He has also 

performed maintenance work on various churches in the past.  Bill 

also serves communion.  When asked about his church service Bill 

replied, “If they ask, I do it.”  The entire church family knows that 

Bill is famous for his fish frys; which he has been doing for about 

24 years.  Brenda has taught Sunday School since she was in high 

school.  She has served in healthcare by taking people out to the 

movies, dinner, and also having them at her house for dinner.  She 

was also a 4-H leader for four years with a dog club.  In the past 

she was president of the Extension Homemakers service 

organization, which gave books to mothers at Reid Hospital.   

     One interesting fact that you may not know about Brenda is that 

she has been asked to make a special cookie for the tea for the 

mothers and the queen contestants of the 4-H fair.  The top and the 

bottom of this sandwich cookie has whip cream, butter, and flour 

and is mixed together with butter, powdered sugar, and peppermint 

for the filling.   

     A verse that seems appropriate for the Millers is found in 

Matthew 4:19, in which Jesus admonishes Peter and Andrew, and 

that we all need to follow is, “Come, follow me…and I will make 

you fishers of men.” 

Servant Spotlight by Rebecca Glunt 
 

     “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the 

heavens: (Ecclesiastes 3: 1).” This is part of the passage that is Brenda Miller’s 

favorite section of Scripture.  Bill and Brenda Miller have been married for 25 

years.  Their family consists of Steven, Scott and Charlotte all grown as well as 

Karen Brock who attends First Church of Christ with her husband and son, 

Luke, one of Bill and Brenda’s five grandchildren. 


