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Earlier this spring, I found myself wandering through the 

bookstore on the campus of Johnson University.  On this 

particular day, the wandering began soon after I located the 

purpose of my mission for being in the store.  One of my 

professors at Johnson, Bob Martin, had written a manuscript for 

a theological book of meditations that the school had recently 

published following his death.  It was my intent to purchase a 

copy of his book that day, which I did. 
 

However, soon after I located the display of my professor's 

book, my eyes focused on another nearby display of books.  

This was a simple display table with several books stacked on 

top.  Above the books, a simple sign revealed that these books 

were previously owned and were available for purchase at a 

great discount rate... in other words, cheap prices! 
 

Of course, I am thinking that even though it is tempting to look 

through the stacks, it would probably not be that profitable.  

After all, most people do not sell or get rid of good books, do 

they?  So I decided to confirm my assumption (I prefer not to 

define this as "succumbing to temptation") by checking the 

titles of the books on the table. 
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For several minutes, it appeared that my assumption would be 

confirmed... until one title confused me.  Since I was standing in a 

bookstore on a Christian campus of higher learning, one would 

expect to find book titles related to the Bible, the Church, and the 

Christian life.  Of course, that is what I had found previously in 

the other titles.  Yet, here was one book with a title that seemingly 

had nothing to do with any of these expectations.  The title 

referred to a bird... yes, a bird... definitely one of God's creatures, 

but a bird?! 
 

Before you begin to think about some of the birds mentioned in 

the Bible (sparrow, eagle, etc.), to my knowledge and limited 

research, this bird has not been found in the Biblical text... ever!  

So, why was this book in this place, on that table?  After looking 

a little closer, I quickly found the answer... but it still left me a 

little puzzled. 
 

The name of the book is "the Blue Parakeet."  Strange title, is it 

not?   However, the subtitle of that book is "Rethinking How You 

Read the Bible."  Better, but this did not completely resolve my 

confusion.  So, I began to read a little further, trying to get "a 

handle" on the author's concepts.  After a brief scan of the book's 

jacket and table of contents, I quickly decided that this might be a 

dangerous book.  So, naturally, I bought it (cheap price, of 

course!) and began to read it with a very critical attitude. 
 

The book does have over 200 pages, but it did not take me long to 

finish it.  As it turns out, I still believe that it is a dangerous book 

for at least a couple of reasons.  First, and foremost, the author 

asks a dangerous question, "how do we read the Bible?"  Even 

more importantly, "how does God desire that we read His Word?"  

The answer to that question may transform you more than you 

may anticipate.  I will dig into this a little deeper next time... stay 

tuned! 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Elders 

 

Mike Alka . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  765-584-1474 

 

Jeff Boyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  765-744-1390 

 

         Church Staff 

 

Marjorie Alberson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

     First Care Director 

                 Office:  765-874-2590 

 

Robin Brumbaugh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

     Secretary 

                 Office:  765-874-1826 

 

Doug Nolen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

     Minister 

                 Cell:      765-576-1338 

 

Philip Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            

Youth Program Coordinator 

                 Cell:       765-576-1184 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

UPCOMING 
May 09 
4:30PM . . . . . . . .First Care Ministry 
6:30PM . . . . . . . . . . . Walk Through 
7:15PM . . . . . . . . .Worship Ministry 
 
May 11 
6:00PM . . . . . . . . . .Church Softball 
                                        Diamond 1 
May 12   
9-11:00AM . . . . Food Pantry OPEN  
 

May 13   MOTHER’S DAY           
4:30PM . . . . . . . . .Missions Ministry 
        
 
 
 

EVENTS: 
May 16  
6:30PM . . . . . . . . Walk Through    
 

May 18       
6:00PM . . . . . . . Church Softball 
                                   Diamond 1 
7:00PM . . . . FC Spring Program 
 
May 19 
10:00AM . . . . . . . . Ladies Study 
 
May 21 
7:00PM . . . .Leadership meeting  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Preschool Graduation 
 
 

Don’t forget our First Care Spring 
Program is just around the corner on 
Friday, May 18 at 7 p.m.  This is a big 
night for our preschoolers and they are 
very excited to have us come & listen 
to their songs.  Refreshments will be 
served in church basement afterwards.               

Registration for Church Camp   
 

If your child(ren) received a registration brochure 
from Western Buckeye Christian Camp recently, we 
want to encourage you to seriously consider making 
plans to register them for camp this summer. Please 
bring your completed registration form(s) to the 
camp display at church on Sunday morning, May 13 
and 20, with your deposit.  (Please address your 
checks to "Western Buckeye Christian Service 
Camp.")  In addition, we can 
also accept your completed 
registration forms and 
deposits at the church office, 
during regular business 
hours. 
 

Also, by bringing the registration forms to the church 
allows you to qualify for discounted rates offered by 
the camp and First Church of Christ... discounts of 
50% or more! Please submit your registrations and 
deposits by Sunday, May 20, in order to guarantee 
your discount rates. 
 

If your child(ren) have not received a registration 
brochure from Camp Christian, please find one at 
the literature table, just behind the auditorium. 
Thank you! 

Reminder 
 
 

Doug will be out of the office 
the week of May 13 through 
May 20.  During this time you 
can contact the church office 
and Robin will help direct your 
call, or you can contact the 
Elders.  Thank You!            

Promotion Sunday/ 
Recognition of Our Graduates 

 
 

June 3, 2012 has been designated as 
the Sunday in which we here at First 
Church will “move up” or promote the 
children in the Sunday School classes.  
We are also going to recognize and 
honor all our graduates for the class of 
2012.   Hope to see you there!       

Another Service Opportunity 
 
 

Western Buckeye Christian Service Camp has 
again asked the church family to join with the other 
church families in the camp area by helping to 

provide some of  the food and 
supplies needed for the youth 
attending church camp this 
summer.  We have posted 
descriptions of several items the 
camp needs on a large cross near 
the library. 
 

Please prayerfully take at least one 
of the notes from the cross.  Use the note to remind 
you to pray for the camp daily.  Then bring the item 
described back to the church building by June 3, 
with the note attached. 
 

Thank you for each of your contributions that will 
help our young people learn more of God's Word 
and His Will! 

Ladies Study 
 
 

Next Bible study is Saturday, May 19 at 
10 a.m.  Lesson will be Chapter 7— 
“The Better Part”.     



Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns  
                       
 

Home (Health Concerns): 
Val Hugg, Kathy Ratliff 
   
Our Missions, including: 
Christian Benevolent Association/Mt. Healthy  
                            (Don Sams) 
  
Home (Cancer): 
Trinity Buck—    classmate of Olivia Thurston (3rd Grade) 
Pamela Cole—   Charlie & Ruth Cole’s daughter-in-law  
    
 

Assisted Living and/or Nursing Home: 
Modoc Group Home: 
                                  Rochella Newland 
 
Pine Knoll:          
                                  Karmen Kellams 
   
Randolph Nursing Home:  
                                 Virginia Frazier  
                                 Eula Newland 
                                                      
Summers Pointe:  
                                Beulah Kirk (ASSISTED LIVING) Room #32  
                                Ruth Welch 

     Servant Spotlight by Rebecca Glunt 
     John 10:14 states, “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep 

and my sheep know me…”. This is the favorite verse of Jami 

Stephan.  This verse is especially meaningful to Jami because as she 

tells this writer, God knows us and all about us, our intentions are 

good [even if] they don’t come out right.  God knows everything 

about us.  Jami says, “nobody else around us really knows what’s 

going on in our lives, heart, intention, except for Him.”  People only 

see us on the outside, but He knows who we really are.”  Married 

for nearly 12 years, Jerimy and Jami Stephan have two children; 

Morgan who is in the sixth grade and Kaibre in first grade.   

     Jerimy graduated from Randolph Southern High School in 1994, 

and then went on to graduate from University of Northwest Ohio in 

Lima, OH in 1995.  Jami graduated from Union High School in 

1997.  She has just recently been accepted to Western Governs 

University for an online teaching college degree program.  Jerimy is 

the bus barn maintenance manager at RS.  He also coaches varsity 

girls basketball in addition to farming 450 acres of land.  Jami 

works as a high school aid for students with independent 

educational program.  In the past, Jami was a preschool teacher at 

First Care for about three years.  As one can see, Jerimy and Jami 

keep fairly busy. 

     Their daughters, Morgan and Kaibre, also stay busy.  Morgan is 

in her sixth year of dance with her favorite type of dance being that 

of lyrical, which is similar to ballet.  She has played basketball for 

three years and started playing volleyball this year.  She is also on 

the Jr. High track team and on student council.  Morgan enjoys the 

DARE program which teaches children not to do drugs as well.  

Kaibre is in her fourth year of dance with her favorite type of dance 

being that of tap.  

     As members of FCC Lynn for about 10-11 years, they have 

served by helping organize VBS a few years ago and have also 

served other ways in VBS.  Jami has helped to chaperone 

SuperStart and she also leads the KidZone for the older children 

two times a month for about nine years.  Jerimy was a deacon for 

two years.  Jerimy has taught Sunday School for third through fifth 

grade for about five years.   

     One thing that you may not know is that the Stephans are very 

flexible people.  Jami can wiggle her ears.  Jerimy can do a head 

stand, and Morgan can do a back flip.  Furthermore, both girls and 

Jerimy can curl their tongues.   

     Many Christians can learn from the favorite verse of Jerimy 

Stephan that comes from John 20:29 which says, “Then Jesus told 

him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

These names and concerns have been  
reported or updated to the church in the last month. If you 
have a prayer request that the church family needs to be 

aware of, please contact the church office.    

Fish Groups 
 
 

Beginning next month 
the F.I.S.H. ministry 
groups will continue to 
focus on some biblical 
studies as revealed 
through favorite classic board games.  We begin each 
month of sessions (June, July, and August) by playing a 
classic board game (Sorry, CandyLand, or Scrabble).  
These games will involve everyone… including children!    
Sign Up Today!   


