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In a recent edition of The Lookout magazine, Shawn McMullen reminded 
his readers of the advantages of the biblical model of youth ministry ("The 
Best Environment for Youth Ministry").  In a few paragraphs, Shawn 
highlights four of those advantages:  Immediacy, Consistency, 
Transparency, and Security.  ( For the complete article, find a copy of the 
January 8 edition of The Lookout or access it on the internet at http://
www.lookoutmag.com/articles/editorsdesk.asp ) 
 
Of course, the biblical model can be examined in several places 
throughout the Word of God.  Perhaps, the most popular passage occurs 
in one of the Old Testament books of the Law of Moses.  Deuteronomy 6 
instructs us, not only to obey the commands of God, but also to daily 
teach them to our children as a part of the parental responsibility.  In that 
chapter, God tells us, "The commandments I give you today must be in 
your hearts.  Make sure your children learn them.  Talk about them when 
you are at home.  Talk about them when you walk along the road.  Speak 
about them when you go to bed.  And speak about them when you get 
up.  Write them down and tie them on your hands as a reminder.  Also tie 
them on your foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of your houses.  
Also write them on your gates."  In other words, as parents, God has 
given us the command to continue to find opportunities to teach our 
children about God and our proper response to Him. 
 
It has been interesting to observe the different approches that churches 
have used to disciple our children through the past five decades of my 
experience in the Christian community.  During my early years of life, 
most of the church staff that focused on programming for children were 
volunteer Sunday School teachers.  Some churches may even have had 
a Sunday School Superintendent.  Even though a few churches had 
separate worship programs for the preschool and elementary aged 
children, those were usually organized and staffed by volunteers, as well.  
The same was true for the summer Vacation Bible Schools.  The other 
aspect that I remember in those early years, that should not be forgotten, 
was that those volunteers included adults of all ages and generations. 
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By the time I began attending high school classes, I began to hear about 
some youth ministers in some larger churches.  In fact, when I began 
attending Johnson University, I eventually completed the youth ministry 
requirements in their program, even though that was not my primary goal at 
the time.  Since my graduation, the professional youth minister career in the 
churches of this country has exploded.  From my perspective, and others, 
this explosion occurred for different reasons. 
 
First, perhaps, it happened in response to the the "revolution" this country 
experienced in the 1960's.  No doubt, many adults at that time thought that 
"the generation gap" had a primary role in that revolution.  In response, the 
church decided that preparing missionaries (youth ministers) to reach that 
group would help end the revolution. 
 
Second, as the world began to develop more specialized professions to 
address new ideas and technology in "the space age,"  the church began to 
pursue a similar path.  We began to understand the importance of preparing 
the youth to be the future church of tomorrow.  What better action to take, it 
seemed, than to begin investing in professional staff to address those 
needs?   
 
In retrospect, and based on several recent studies, the revolution of the 
sixties' has been replaced with a different one.  Some may even suggest 
that many aspects of the old revolution has begun to return.  What has 
occurred, it appears, is that the traditional youth ministry model has not 
properly prepared our children to become the church of tomorrow.  In many 
instances, they became a part of the church of yesterday.  Those studies tell 
us that many, if not most, of our children do not continue to remain in the 
church when they leave home.  Much of that has occurred because the 
church assumed that specialized and separate programming for our children 
would be the best preparation.  In reality, the Word of God, as always, has it 
right.  Those studies and research have confirmed that our children need to 
have consistent connections with their parents and other adults during their 
early years of life.  Those connections will better prepare them and keep 
them growing in the wisdom of God and His word. 
 
For that reason, the youth ministry team has begun the process of adapting 
our programming to support and follow the biblical model.  Our goal is to 
help parents to give the love of God to their children, just as the scriptures 
instruct.  We desire to see the church of today become the church of 
tomorrow.  We need to restore the methods of preparation that endorse the 
instruction of God's word. Therefore, please pray that this church family will 
continue to be sensitive to the need of preparing our children to hear and 
obey the word of God and that we will choose His path of instruction for 
accomplishing that vital mission.     

 

 
Williams' Wacky Wisdumb:  Flexible people never get bent out 
of shape. 

 
 

Elders 

 

Mike Alka . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  765-584-1474 

 

Jeff Boyer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  765-744-1390 

 

         Church Staff 

 

Marjorie Alberson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

     First Care Director 

                 Office:  765-874-2590 

 

Robin Brumbaugh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

     Secretary 

                 Office:  765-874-1826 

 

Doug Nolen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

     Minister 

                 Cell:      765-576-1338 

 

Philip Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            

Youth Program Coordinator 

                 Cell:       765-576-1184 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

UPCOMING 
January 18 
6:30PM . . . . . . . . . . . .Walk Through 
 
January 21           
10:00AM . . . . . . . . . . . .Ladies Study 
 
January 22  (Sanctity of Human Life) 
 

. .  .Baby Bottle Campaign begins. . .  
 

6:00PM . . . . Evening Study & Youth 

EVENTS: 
 
January 25   
6:30PM . . . . . . . . . Walk Through    

 
January 29       FAMILY SUNDAY 
12:00PM . . .FCC Carry-In Dinner 

 
February 01 
6:30PM . . . . . . . . . Walk Through 
 



Leadership Meeting 
 
 

 

Next Leadership meeting is Monday, February 20th 
at 7:00PM.  Doug will lead devotions.   

In Deepest Sympathy 
 
 
 

We would like to inform the church family that 
Nelson Collett passed away on Tuesday, January 
3rd and was laid to rest at Hollansburg, OH on 
Saturday, January 7th.  Please keep the Collett 
family in your prayers this week.             

Ladies Study and Fellowship 
 
 
 

The ladies are starting a 
new Bible study, “Having a 
Mary Heart in a Martha 
World”.  Join us on 
Saturday, January 21st at 
10:00AM.  All ladies are 
welcome!  Lesson is 
chapter one—A Tale of 
Two Sisters.           

Sanctity of Human Life 
 
 

Sunday, January 22nd has been designated as this 
year’s “Sanctity of Human Life Day”.  FCC will be 
starting their Baby Bottle Campaign on the 22nd 
and running through till Sunday, February 19th.  
Donations will go to help support the Pregnancy 
Care Center of Randolph County.  Please take a 
bottle or two and return them filled with coins, bills, 
or a check.  Thank You!                  

 

Donations for Children’s Home 
 
 
 
 

The Women’s Ministry is 
accepting for the month of 
January donations of canned 
chicken or canned tuna for 
Woodburn.  You can leave your 
canned items in the hallway along 
the wall where the sign is posted.  
Your help is 
g r e a t l y              
appreciated.                

All Church Carry-In  
 
 

Everyone is invited to our 
Fifth Sunday Carry-In Dinner 
on Sunday, January 29th, 
immediately following AM 
Worship Service. Please 
bring a covered dish.  
Tableware and drinks will be 
provided.  Come for the food, 
fellowship, and fun!         

Congregational Meeting 
 
 

Sunday, February 5th, immediately following AM 
Worship Service.   



Prayer ConcernsPrayer Concerns  
  
  
  
  
  

 HANCOCK REGIONAL HOSPITAL:  Kathy Ratliff  
                                                            (DeLynn’s mom) 
 
 
Home (Health Concerns): 
Val Hugg, Jason & Ashley Vanderpool, and  
Esther Williams 
   
 

Our Missionaries: 
Orchard Group 
  
 

Home (Cancer): 
Trinity Buck—    classmate of Olivia Thurston (3rd Grade) 
Pamela Cole—   Charlie & Ruth Cole’s daughter-in-law  
    
 

Assisted Living and/or Nursing Home: 
Arbor Trace:       
                            Karmen Kellams  #208 
 
Modoc Group Home: 
       
                            Rochella Newland 
   
Randolph Nursing Home:  
                            Virginia Frazier  
                            Eula Newland 
                                                      
Summers Pointe:  
                        
                            Beulah Kirk  
                            Ruth Welch 
 
 
 

 
 

     Servant Spotlight by Rebecca Glunt 
 

When Jesus’ disciples rebuked the people who were bringing little children to 

Jesus so that He could touch them, He said, “Suffer the little children to come 

unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God” (Mark 

10:14 KJV).  This is the favorite verse of Karen Meyers.  It is meaningful to 

her because she has always been interested in kids ever since she was young.   

     Perry and Karen Meyers have been married for 44 years.  They have three 

children named William (Bill) 43; Carl Robert (Bobby) 43; and Mary 

Jeanette (Jeannie) 39 years old, respectively.  Karen has been a member of 

FCC Lynn for about 29 years and Perry for about 24 years.  They have four 

grandchildren including two boys and two girls.   

     Karen graduated from Milligan College in TN with a B.A. in Social 

Studies and with a minor in Education.  She later received her Master’s 

degree from Ball State in Education.  She taught in Homer, Alaska for four 

years at the Alaska Christian Children’s Home.  Later, she was a substitute 

teacher and an aid at Northeastern for several years.  She also worked at First 

Care Daycare for nearly 15 years.   

     Perry graduated high school from Fountain City in 1958.  He worked at 

Miller’s Dairy in Cambridge City for three years.  Later, he worked at 

Johnson Sheet Metal in Richmond, IN for about 30 years. 

           When he was 24 years old, he served in the army as a M.P. Courier in 

the Pacific Theater for two years, from 1962-1964.  The U.S. was advising in 

Vietnam.  Perry had a briefcase padlocked on his left arm with secret 

messages that he could not open.  During his time in the service he went to 

Europe four times including London, Paris, Rome and to Jerusalem three 

times.  During this time, he was able to see some of the Holy Land.  After he 

left the Pacific Theater, Vietnam went to full scale war.  After his time in 

Vietnam, he then was transferred to Johnson Door Company of Richmond, 

where he stayed for 20 years.   

     Besides working and service to his country, Perry has been an elder and a 

deacon in the past.  He is currently on the First Care Ministry as well as the 

Maintenance ministry.   

     Karen has served many years in the nursery.  She also currently teaches in 

the Kidzone time.  She has taught in a class for 3-5 year old class as a teen in 

her home church when she was 16 years old.  Karen also taught 2-3 years in a 

class at Northside Church of Christ in Richmond, IN.  She is currently in the 

Ladies Bible Study group as well.   

     Besides church activities, Karen also enjoys her home economics club.  

She has been on the Home Economics County Council, that makes all the 

plans for the Randolph County home economics clubs, handles money and is 

in charge of what reports are due etc. for the individual clubs.  Karen also 

reads books to Head Start children.  She was also a sponsor for Little 

Hoosiers; which was a program that teaches children about the history of 

Indiana.   

     Through Perry’s life, there has been one verse that has stood out to him.  

After the children of Israel crossed the Red Sea and Pharoah’s army was 

swept into the sea, the Israelites, “came to Elim, where there were twelve 

springs and seventy palm trees, and they camped there near the 

water” (Exodus 15:27)  The idea that God provides rest and shade at times 

when one needs it, is a concept that has brought comfort to Perry and his 

family throughout his life.   

These names and concerns have been  
reported or updated to the church in the last month. If you 
have a prayer request that the church family needs to be 

aware of, please contact the church office.    


