
Divine Service Four 

540 Christ, the Word of God Incarnate  

5 Christ, the way that leads unfailing  
    To the Father’s home on high, 
Christ, the truth that frees the captive,  
    Christ, the life that cannot die.  
Mediator to the Father, 
    Sacrifice and great High Priest: 
Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions, 
    There to share Your wedding feast.
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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the 
infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.



C Amen.

Introit   Ps. 43:3–5; antiphon: Ps. 43:1–2a
Vindicate me, | O God,* 

and defend my cause against an ungodly | people,
from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me!* 

For you are the God in whom I take | refuge.
Send out your light and your truth; let them | lead me;* 

let them bring me to your holy hill and to your | dwelling!
Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my ex- | ceeding joy,* 

and I will praise you with the lyre, O | God, my God.
Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil with- | in me?* 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation | and my God.
Vindicate me, | O God,* 

and defend my cause against an ungodly | people,
from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me!* 

For you are the God in whom I take | refuge.

Kyrie  

Salutation and Collect of the Day  
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
C Amen.

Old Testament Reading    Genesis 22:1–14
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 

“Here am I.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of 
which I shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and 
took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the 
burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. On the 
third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. Then Abraham said 
to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and 
worship and come again to you.” And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering 
and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they 



went both of them together. And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he 
said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a 
burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.

When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar 
there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on 
top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter 
his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, 
Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do 
anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your 
son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, 
behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took 
the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the 
name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of 
the Lord it shall be provided.”
 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm    Psalm 43 (antiphon: v.5)
Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause

against an ungodly | people,* 
from the deceitful and unjust man

de- | liver me!
For you are the God in whom I take refuge;

why have you re- | jected me?* 
Why do I go about mourning

because of the oppression of the | enemy?
Send out your light and your truth;

let them | lead me;* 
let them bring me to your holy hill

and to your | dwelling!
Then I will go to the altar of God,

to God my ex- | ceeding joy,* 
and I will praise you with the lyre,

O | God, my God.
Why are you cast down, O my soul,

and why are you in turmoil with- | in me?* 



Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
my salvation | and my God.

Epistle   Hebrews 9:11–15
But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 

through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation) he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of 
goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal 
redemption. For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls 
and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, how much 
more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 
blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.

Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems 
them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual
Deliver me from my enemies, | O LORD!* 
   Teach me to do your will, for you | are my God! 
[You} delivered me from my | enemies;* 
   you rescued me from the man of | violence. 

Verse

Holy Gospel   John 8:46–59
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
 

Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 
Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is 
that you are not of God.”



The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and 
have a demon?” Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and 
you dishonor me. Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is 
the judge. Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 
The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did 
the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ Are 
you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you 
make yourself out to be?” Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is 
my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ But you have not 
known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like 
you, but I do know him and I keep his word. Your father Abraham rejoiced that he 
would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet 
fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, before Abraham was, I am.” So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus 
hid himself and went out of the temple.
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed  
C I believe in one God,

     the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth
          and of all things visible and invisible.
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
     the only-begotten Son of God,
     begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     very God of very God,
     begotten, not made,
     being of one substance with the Father,
     by whom all things were made;
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
     and was made man;
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
     He suffered and was buried.
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
          and ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of the Father.
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
     whose kingdom will have no end.
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the Lord and giver of life,



     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
     who spoke by the prophets.
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth  
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Sermon

Choral Offering 

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

Preface  
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 



Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus  

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, . . . 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord's Prayer  

The Words of Our Lord  

Pax Domini  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei  

Distribution



430 My Song Is Love Unknown  

6 In life no house, no home  
    My Lord on earth might have; 
In death no friendly tomb  
    But what a stranger gave. 
What may I say?  
    Heav’n was His home  
    But mine the tomb  
Wherein He lay.

7 Here might I stay and sing, 
    No story so divine! 
Never was love, dear King, 
    Never was grief like Thine. 
This is my friend, 
    In whose sweet praise  
    I all my days 
Could gladly spend!
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547 The Lamb  
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634 The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord

5 We dare not ask how this can be, 
But simply hold the mystery 
And trust this word where life begins: 
“Given and shed for all your sins.”

6 They who this word do not believe  
This food unworthily receive, 
Salvation here will never find— 
May we this warning keep in mind!

7 But blest is each believing guest 
Who in these promises finds rest; 
For Jesus shall in love remain  
With all who here His grace obtain.

8 Help us sincerely to believe  
That we may worthily receive  
Your Supper and in You find rest. 
Amen! They who believe are blest.
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Nunc Dimittis



Post-Communion Collect  
A Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction
A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.

440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

5 If my sins give me alarm 
    And my conscience grieve me, 
Let Your cross my fear disarm; 
    Peace of conscience give me. 
Help me see forgiveness won  
    By Your holy passion. 
If for me He slays His Son, 
    God must have compassion!

6 Graciously my faith renew; 
    Help me bear my crosses, 
Learning humbleness from You, 
    Peace mid pain and losses. 



May I give You love for love! 
    Hear me, O my Savior, 
That I may in heav’n above  
    Sing Your praise forever.

Public domain    Acknowledgments   Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book  Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are 
from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.   Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.


