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INTRODUCTION 

If you’re anything like me, you’re probably noticing that people are 

increasingly apathetic if not hostile to the things of God.

Today, so many people view Christianity as a relic of the past, 

a beautiful cathedral that’s empty on Sundays. But this isn’t some 

vague cultural issue—this is deeply personal.

These are our friends and our family members. These are the 

people we’re working with. And while this mass exodus from the 

church is tragic, there is hope.

2 Chronicles 16:9 says, “For the eyes of the Lord range throughout 

the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to 

him” (NIV). 

Consider the power of those words. The omnipotent Creator of 

the universe is actively looking for men and women who will give 

him their whole hearts so he can strengthen them as they step out. 

The purpose of this video series is to draw your heart closer to 

God, so you can experience his amazing power as you take risks 

to reach the secular world for Jesus!
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1

OPEN YOUR EYES
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We are living in desperate times. Much of the formerly 

“Christian” world is leaving its roots behind and is 

dominated by secularism (death to religion) and rel-

ativism (death to the truth). The Bible is no longer considered the 

moral compass; rather, everyone is free to decide for themselves 

what is right and wrong. 

Young people see the church as irrelevant to their day-to-day 

lives: a dead, empty tradition of the past. As a result, a cultural 

divide exists between secular youth culture and the church. 

As followers of Jesus, we need to respond—but how? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. Read Nehemiah 1:3. Are you aware of the needs around you? 

What are they, and how do they make you feel?

2. Reflect on the following statement: “There has never been a 

more unified youth culture than there is today.” What impact 

does this idea have on your approach to reaching young people 

outside the church with the gospel? 

3. Relativism, secularism, and tolerance are dominant thought-

forms in secular culture. What influence have these mindsets 

had on your family, workplace, and neighborhood? 
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4. Do you believe that, if given a chance, secular young people 

will respond to the gospel? Why or why not? 

NEXT STEPS:

1. Look up the lyrics of the top three Billboard Hot 100 songs. 

What messages are these artists communicating? What do 

these messages as a whole say about the state of culture 

today? What unique opportunities do these messages provide 

for sharing the gospel with secular culture? What disadvantages? 

2. Throughout the series, interview three people who, to the best 

of your knowledge, do not call themselves followers of Jesus. 

Do their views confirm or reject the premise that secularism and 

relativism are two dominant thought-forms among non-Chris-

tians today? 

3. Click on YouTube’s Trending list and watch the top five videos. 

What messages are these influencers communicating? What do 

these messages as a whole say about the state of culture today? 

What unique opportunities do these messages provide for 

sharing the gospel with secular culture? What disadvantages?



5

2

PRAY LIKE NEVER 
BEFORE
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When it comes to solving spiritual problems, why 

is it that we’re drawn to quick fixes and five-step 

programs instead of prayer? Every major move of 

God in my life has begun with prayer. Sadly, so many ministries 

and outreach programs are ineffective because prayer isn’t taken 

seriously.

Prayer is nonnegotiable if we’re going to change anything. 

Without it, we’re simply outmatched—the problems are too great 

and our abilities are too limited. It’s incredibly naive to think that we 

have the skills and resources required to make a lasting difference. 

What we do have is access to the Creator of all things, who is 

infinite in power, resources, and wisdom, and who inexplicably chooses 

to use us as part of his plan. Realizing this changes everything! 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. Reflect on the following statement: “Real moves of God are built 

on prayer, not strategy.” Do you agree with this? How might this 

conviction change the way you act in the future? 

2. What comes to mind when you think of God? Reflect on the 

idea that your view of God has a tremendous impact on your 

prayer life.
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3. Read Hebrews 11:6. What are some desperate prayers God 

is asking you to pray?

NEXT STEPS:

1. Do an honest evaluation of your prayer life. In a given week, 

how much time do you spend in prayer? 

2. Challenge yourself to double the current amount of time you 

pray each day. 

3. Assess the types of prayers you pray. Are you praying unrea-

sonable prayers? Persistent prayers? 

4. Write down three unreasonable prayers and commit to praying 

them for thirty days straight. 

5. Reflect on what comes to mind when you think of God. Does 

your view of God match what you see in the Bible? 
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3

CHANGE MY COLD, 
HARD HEART
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Henry David Thoreau wrote, “The mass of men lead lives 

of quiet desperation.” People don’t go around announcing 

their brokenness, but don’t be deceived: they are hurting 

and desperately in need of hope. 

Like Nehemiah, you must be willing to step outside your comfort 

zone and enter the suffering of others. Once you do, God will 

change your heart and use your life to make a difference. We need 

to push beyond ourselves and to share Jesus with a world that is 

desperate for answers. God’s devotion to the lost is undeniable. 

I have no doubt that God wants to use your life to reach the 

secular world for him. But if your efforts aren’t fueled by his power 

and motivated by his love, they will not produce fruit. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. After reading Luke 15:1–7, write down some attributes of the 

good shepherd.

2. Reflect on the following statement: “Before doing anything for 

God, you had better be clear about your motivation.” Why is 

your motivation so important?

3. After spending time in prayer, ask God to bring to mind people 

for whom you need a broken heart.
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NEXT STEPS:

1. Spend an hour honestly assessing your motivation for wanting 

to reach the secular world. Do you truly have God’s broken 

heart for the lost? 

2. Write out three steps you’ll take to expose yourself to the needs 

of those around you. 

3. Go for a walk in a part of your city where you’ll find secular 

youth culture and ask God to give you his heart for the people 

you see. 

4. Ask God to break your heart for one specific person who isn’t 

following him. 

5. To which “lost sheep place” is God calling you to go?
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4

SPEAK THE RIGHT 
LANGUAGE



12

We need to reintegrate into secular culture and elimi-

nate the superficial differences that keep us isolated 

and irrelevant. Jesus’s life demonstrates a delicate 

balance: being part of culture while not being polluted by it. 

We need to get out of our Christian ghettos, develop authentic 

relationships with unbelievers, ask them questions, and really listen. 

It may seem simple, but the impact of doing this will be huge.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. Assess your ability to communicate in the language of secular 

people. Have you become a foreigner in your own city?

2. Are all your friends believers? Has it always been this way? 

Why do you think this is? 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Write down examples of “church language” that could impede 

someone’s understanding of your message.

2. What are some specific steps you can take to get out of your 

Christian bubble, and how can you begin to implement them?

3. Are you organically interacting with nonbelievers? If not, prayerfully 
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identify one person you can befriend in a genuine way. 

4. Practice sharing the gospel out loud (perhaps with a friend). Pay 

attention to any words or phrases that you use that wouldn’t 

make sense to someone with no church background. Rework 

your dialogue and try it again.
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5

SHOW THEM, THEN 
TELL THEM
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If I were to go into a secular club or workplace, stand on a table, 

and shout, “I am here in the name of Jesus,” it’s likely no one 

would listen—and not just because they’d think I’d lost my mind. 

This approach would be ineffective because most unbelievers 

have an inaccurate perception of Jesus. Common culprits are 

popular media, adverse experiences with Christians, and simple 

ignorance. Regardless of the reason, this false Jesus they reject 

is one you would also reject.

To get beyond misconceptions, we need to show people the 

gospel, and then tell them about it. We do this by pointing to God’s 

heart and character evident in nature and art, by demonstrating 

outward evidence of inward transformation, and by being merciful 

with others’ shortcomings. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. Read John 8:1–11. What is Jesus’s attitude toward the woman 

committing adultery? What can we learn from this? 

2. Reflect on the following statement: “Most unbelievers have 

an inaccurate perception of Jesus.” Does this change your 

approach to evangelism? If so, how? 

3. Discuss this statement: “Hypocrisy is a major barrier to secular 
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people coming to God.” Is this consistent with your experience? 

Is there truth to this? 

4. Do you agree that “the world sees Christians taking plenty of 

moral stands, but it doesn’t see us showing mercy enough?” 

And if so, why?

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Ask a secular friend, colleague, or neighbor what comes to 

mind when they think of God, Jesus, or the church. 

2. What stands out in their answer? Consider what misconceptions 

are based on confusing words or extra-biblical church culture. 

Without changing the gospel, what can you change to share 

the heart and character of Jesus more accurately? 

3. Identify a specific area in your life that you believe God would 

want to transform to give you greater authority in reaching your 

secular friends. 

4. Examine your heart and ask God to reveal your attitude toward 

others. Do you show mercy as Jesus invites you to? 
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6

DON’T ASSUME 
THEY ASSUME 
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We live in a post-God society where many young people 

don’t see God or the Bible as sources of authority. 

What’s more, they believe morality is relative, and 

that heaven and hell are not likely to be real. 

Given this reality, we can no longer approach the doubts and 

questions of nonbelievers with “the Bible says it, and that settles it.” 

Becoming relevant begins with taking a step back from our 

assumptions and finding common ground with those we are trying 

to reach.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. Read 1 Peter 3:15. Why is it important to “defend our hope”? 

What does Peter say about the kind of tone and attitude we 

should have in defending our hope? 

2. What assumptions do you need to step back from to effectively 

engage the secular world?

3. Assess the role of apologetics in your interactions with 

non-Christians. Are you able to defend your faith and address 

barriers to belief in God? If not, what practical steps can you 

commit to taking to change that?
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NEXT STEPS: 

In the next week, interview one fellow believer and one non-Chris-

tian colleague, neighbor, or friend. Ask them the following questions: 

1. How did the universe, our world, and human beings come into 

existence?

2. What’s the meaning of life? 

3. Is there such a thing as right and wrong? Who decides? 

4. What happens when we die? Is there an afterlife? 

Compare the differences in responses. Assess your ability to 

offer a coherent Christian response to these questions. What 

additional research/study do you need to do to better “defend” 

your faith? 
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7

NO CROSS, 
NO POWER
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Very few Christians are sharing their faith today. The con-

sequence of our silence is great because without the 

resurrection, there is no power. I have personally seen 

that when you’re willing to share the gospel outside of the church, 

God moves, and people are changed. 

God has called all of us to reach the secular world for Jesus, 

but only through his power will we be fruitful, and this power only 

comes when we talk about the cross. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. Read Romans 1:16. Sharing the gospel can be difficult. Assess 

the role that shame has played in preventing you from telling 

someone about Jesus. In your opinion, how was Paul able to 

overcome this shame? 

2. What do you find most challenging about sharing the gospel?

3. Reflect on the following statement: “Where there is no cross, 

there is no power.” What does this mean to you? 

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Share the gospel with one unbelieving person this week. 
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8

TAKE A STEP
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God can break your heart for the lost, you can drop to 

your knees in desperate prayer, but unsmatil you step 

through fear and act, you will produce no fruit.

In Luke 17:33, Jesus says, “Whoever seeks to preserve his life 

will lose it, but whoever loses his life will keep it.” We were not 

made for self-preservation; we were made to change the world. 

Following God could cost you everything, but there is no greater 

reward than seeing lives changed!

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. Read Hebrews 11:6. How does our view of God impact our 

ability to step through fear?

2. Write down a definition of “courage.” Do you believe it lines up 

with the biblical definition of the word?

3. Do you agree that courage is a decision rather than a feeling? 

If so, why is that significant?

NEXT STEPS: 

1. Write down ONE specific step of courage you believe God is 

asking you to take.
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