
How do I learn to pray  
kingdom prayers? 
   Practice. Following are ideas that may help you 
change your focus to make His kingdom your prior-
ity. There are further details, ideas, and Scripture 
prayers located at www.wnop.org. 
 

Changing Your Focus 

 

Monday—Missionaries 
   Cover missionaries with prayer. On this day, you can intercede 
for the needs and the requests of missionaries. You might want to 
consider adopting some missionaries and interceding for them and 
their work (www.upci.net/missionaries). 
 

Tuesday—Nations 
   Pray for the nations of the world. You might consider adopting a 
particular nation that you will pray for. You might consider praying 
for the nations in which the missionaries that you are praying for 
are serving. 
 

Wednesday—People Groups 
   Pray for particular people groups. You can adopt particular 
unreached people groups for which you will specifically intercede. 
You might consider tying this in with the other days by praying for 
the people groups among whom your missionaries are working. 
 

Thursday—World Leaders 
   Cover world leaders in prayer. You can find a list of the world 
leaders on the WNOP site. You might consider praying through 
this list over a period of time. Each Thursday, you might pray for a 
particular number of the leaders. You might consider praying for 
the leaders of the nations of the missionaries for whom you are 
praying. 
 

Friday—Listening Day 
   Use this day to simply wait on the Lord. Ask Him, "Jesus, what 
needs do You want me to pray for today? What missionaries do I 
need to pray for today? Guide me in how You want me to pray for 
the spread of the gospel today." As He impresses names and 
needs on your mind and heart, pray with fervency. 
 

Saturday—Bible Translation 
   Pray for the translation of the Scripture into the languages of the 
world. You might consider praying for the translation of the Bible 
into the languages where your missionaries are working. You 
might plead for the various nations and the translation of the Bible 
into their language. 
 

Sunday—Your Church and a Heart for Missions 
   Plead with God to give your church a heart for missions, both at 
home and around the world. Ask that the believers would be in-
volved in missions through personal witnessing, prayer, giving, and 
taking part in mission projects and trips. 

 
              What other people are saying about 

Kingdom Praying 
 
 
 

   "Thy Kingdom come..." is the first request in the 
pattern prayer given to us by Jesus.  Petitions for our 
needs to be supplied, for forgiveness, and protection 
come after a kingdom mind-set. Priority prayers 
should have a kingdom focus - the bigger picture of 
eternal values superseding temporal needs. "But seek 
ye first the kingdom... and all these things shall be 
added..." 

Thetus Tenney—International Prayer Coordinator 
 
 
 
 

   Kingdom praying opens doors! You hold the key to 
reaching cities, and even nations through your king-
dom praying. God promises, “If you ask me, I will 
give you the nations; all the people on earth will be 
yours” (Psalm 2:8, NCV). 

Jim Poitras—Missionary, Ghana 
 
 
 
 

   “Kingdom Praying” immediately puts a person into 
the flow of Luke chapter 8 where Jesus ministered to 
the woman with the issue of blood. Jesus stated that 
virtue flowed from him as the woman’s faith was able 
to access a dimension of compassion that releases heal-
ing. Kingdom praying not only puts our minds off our 
own problems, but releases us to enter into a compas-
sion level that is required for miracles to take place. 
Praying outside of our immediate needs and family 
gets God’s attention since His primary goal on earth 
was to minister to others. “Even as the Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give his life a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). 

Eli Hernandez—International Evangelist 
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What are kingdom prayers? 
   Praying for things on the heart of Jesus. What 
are those things? We find them in His Word. In 
general, the root of kingdom prayer is the expan-
sion of His kingdom. For example, we find that 
the number one prayer request of Jesus was for 
workers in the harvest (Matthew 9:37). 
 

What is kingdom praying? 
   Kingdom praying is simply making kingdom 
prayers a priority during our daily times of com-
munion with God. It is putting God’s work 
ahead of our own needs and desires consistently.  
 

Pray for the kingdom first? 
   You are probably familiar with the verse that 
encourages us to “seek ye first the kingdom of 
God . . . and all these things shall be added unto 
you” (Matthew 6:33). Praying for the kingdom 
first, is one of many ways to fulfill the this  
Scripture. 
 

What is my primary concern? 
   It’s hard to pray about someone else’s needs 
when we have pressing ones of our own, isn’t it? 
Yet one of the surest ways to get an answer to a 
difficult situation is to pray for someone else 
who is in greater need. Does Jesus get the im-
pression from your prayers that His cause is 
more important to you than anything you have 
need of? 
 

Where do I begin? 
   Take a look around you. What has recently 
been reported in the news that would affect mis-
sionaries or believers around the world? What 
national issues are dividing the nation or causing 
rifts in families? What community concerns are 
you aware of at this very moment? These things 
are the stuff that kingdom prayers are made of. 
 

Help me with an example? 
   If you pray for a personal need and your 
prayer is answered you have touched one soul. 
   If you help to pray down communism in 
China, for example, you have the possibility to 
impact 1.3 billion souls. 

“God please help me. I need a financial 
blessing. Please help me get a better job 
with good benefits. I ask your intervention in 
this situation in my neighborhood. I need 
encouragement and direction. I need healing 
in my body. God bless my family.  Help me 
be a witness.” 
 
Sound familiar? 
 
How about this one? 
 
“God I ask you to open doors for the Gospel 
to be spread all over the world. I ask You for 
a mighty outpouring of Your Spirit on all 
flesh. I ask that doors open in countries with 
no established works. I ask that You send 
laborers forth to the fields which are ripe for 
harvest. I pray for a spirit of giving on Your 
people to finance the sending of missionar-
ies. Let there be victory over Satan’s king-
dom. Break yokes of bondage that have peo-
ple bound. Reveal Yourself in a mighty way 
to those of other religions. Let the powers of 
darkness be overcome by Your light.” 
 
Which of these prayers do you identify with 
most? 
 
The Bible says to “seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you." Another translation says, 
“Your heavenly Father already knows all your 
needs, and he will give you all you need from 
day to day if you live for him and make the King-
dom of God your primary concern” (Matthew 
6:33, NLT). 
 
Could it be that we have it backwards when we 
pray for our needs first? Could it be that we pray 
the wrong prayers to get our needs met? What 
would happen if we prayed kingdom prayers 
first? Would we not begin to line up with the 
Scriptural example? 

While it is not necessarily wrong to pray for our 
needs, the problem comes in when we put our 
needs and desires first and leave God’s pur-
pose until the last. 
 
Have you ever thought about what might hap-
pen if our prayers were answered the instant we 
asked them? My guess is that many people 
would be healed and blessed, and financial 
problems would go away, and we'd all like our 
jobs, and so on. But what impact on the king-
dom of God would there be?   
 
The way I see it, God is basically saying "If you 
will handle My business before yours... then I 
will bless yours.” God wants to be first in all 
areas of our lives – including our prayers. 
 
How do we do this?  We begin by asking God to 
show us His will (which can be found in His 
Word) and we begin to pray it. We pray for the 
family of God all over the world instead of just 
our family and local congregations. We pray for 
the deliverance, healing and salvation of lost 
people throughout the world. We pray for the 
Spirit of God to bring understanding to the 
unsaved. We pray for unity in the body of Christ 
world wide.  
 
Our prayers will carry the greatest power and 
have the greatest impact if we get our priorities 
right. It is time to enlarge our vision. It is time to 
lose our tunnel vision and see the big picture.  
 
Do your prayers show how concerned you are 
for the kingdom? If not, start today putting the 
things of God first. From this day forward, I 
promise there will be a difference in your life. 
The principle works, when you handle God’s 
business first, God is going to take care of you. 
You can count on it because you’ve got it in 
writing. 

Written by: Lisa Marshall 

Our prayers will carry the greatest power and have the greatest impact if we get our priorities right. 
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