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Introduction

My oldest grandchild’s name is Kariss. When Kariss spent a night with me and her grandmother each week, it was 
my joyful task to take her out for doughnuts the next morning—although I went under strict orders not to buy 
any of those sugary angels for myself, since I didn’t need the extra calories. 

When we arrived at the doughnut shop, I would help Kariss decide what kind of doughnuts she wanted, tak-
ing care to recommend several kinds that looked good to me. I did this knowing full well that Kariss would never 
be able to eat the additional doughnuts. 

And without fail, she would look at me and say, “Poppy, I can’t eat all of this. Would you finish it for me?” 
With a smile on my face and my taste buds salivating, I happily agreed to finish her doughnut. After all, we want-
ed to teach our grandchildren not to waste food! My ingenious plan allowed me to eat doughnuts without actually 
purchasing them for myself. 

The problem with my eating those doughnuts was that although they tasted good, they didn’t provide me 
with any long-term nutritional value. The same is true today for Christians who are trading substance for succu-
lence in their neglect of God’s Word. We have become satisfied with the nonnutritious substitutes of religion, hu-
man philosophy, and other man-made ideologies at the expense of the powerful, transforming truth of Scripture.

For too many people, the Bible has become like the Queen of England-a high position 
but with no real authority

For too many people, the Bible has become like the Queen of England. It may hold a high position, but it has 
no real authority. The Bible may be a great showpiece under their arms, or on their desks or coffee tables, but the 
truth is that it occupies a very insignificant and unproductive place in their lives. 

In a world inundated with Christian music, Bible Studies, books and conferences, 
there is a massive disconnect between the power of God’s inerrant Word and the 
powerlessness of God’s people. —Tony Evans

How else can we explain the lack of power, victory, peace, testimony, and impact of God’s people today 
despite an unprecedented flood of Christian music, Bible studies, books, programs, and conferences? There is a 
massive disconnect between the power of God’s inerrant Word and the powerlessness of God’s people. 

This disconnect exists because Christians have become so secularized in our worldview that the Bible has 
been reduced to nothing more than a great work of spiritual inspiration instead of the authoritative Word of God. 
Increasingly, professing Christians are responding to opinion polls, popular human philosophies, concepts, and 
gimmicks to address the needs in their lives, demonstrating a lack of confidence in the sufficiency and authority 
of Scripture. More and more people are turning to Bible “supplements” to fix the emotional, relational, psycholog-
ical, financial, and spiritual issues they face. The Bible’s influence has also diminished because many pastors have 
stopped preaching it in its power and authority. Most preaching makes reference to the Bible, but often it is so 
mixed with human wisdom and opinions that it loses its divine authority and uniqueness. Thus, like a doughnut, 
the preaching may go down sweet because it is coated in sugar, but it has little real benefit.

This book was written to call us back from the spiritual famine now engulfing us—a famine of the Word of 
God (Amos 8:11). Because we are not feeding on the Word, our malnutrition is obvious to the watching world, if 
not to ourselves. 

There are two answers to every question: God’s anwer, and everybody else’s an-
swer—and everybody else is wrong.

But there is hope, because God’s Word has lost none of its power or ability to feed us on pure spiritual truth. 
We must understand this unique Book so we can experience God’s powerful reality in our lives, both personally 



and collectively. It is my unwavering conviction that there are two answers to every question: God’s answer, and 
everybody else’s answer—and everybody else is wrong. God has spoken clearly, and He has done so only through 
the Bible.

It is my prayer that by the time you have completed this book, your love for and desire to know the Bible will 
be rekindled, and you will experience the transforming work of God’s transforming Word in your life. 



Part 1

The
Nature

of
God’s Word



1
The

Bible
Is

Unique
An old story is told of two men who became lost in the forest. When night fell they realized the danger they were 
in and began frantically looking for the way home. 

As the men moved through the dark, frightening woods, they suddenly spotted a light in the distance and 
made their way toward it. The light was shining from an old cabin, but as one of the men approached the cabin 
and peeked in the window, he drew back in fear. The cabin belonged to a huge man who was well known in that 
region for being an eccentric hermit. Many scary stories had been told about him over the years, although no one 
knew for sure if he was really dangerous.

The man looking in the window quickly crawled back to his friend, being careful to stay hidden. 
“What’s the matter?” his friend asked. 
“It’s that hermit,” the first man replied. “There’s no way I’m going to knock on his door!” So the two men 

huddled in the dark woods. 
After about an hour, they were so hungry and cold they realized they couldn’t just stay in the forest all night. 

So they decided to take a risk and ask the hermit for shelter. But before they knocked they decided to have anoth-
er look in the window, just to see what he was doing. 

The second man volunteered this time, and he snuck up to peek in the window. He stared for a few seconds, 
then came running back to the other guy with a big smile of relief on his face.

“It’s OK!” he said excitedly. “He’s reading his Bible!”

There is no other book on earth that can turn fear into joy and doubt into assurance 
the way the Bible can.

There is no other book on earth that can turn fear into joy and doubt into assurance the way the Bible can. 
The Bible stands apart from and is unique among all other books and so-called sacred writings, because it alone 
is the very Word of God with the power to transform individual lives and entire cultures. One of the great state-
ments the Bible makes about itself is found in Isaiah 55: 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there without watering the earth and making 
it bear and sprout, and furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; so will My word be which goes forth from 
My mouth; it will not return to Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter 
for which I sent it. (vv. 10–11)

You will never find an unconditional guarantee like this in any other piece of writing—especially a guarantee 
that is still good some 2,600 years after it was first made. In fact, you will never find another book that can com-
pete with the Bible in any form or fashion whatsoever. It is without question the transforming Word of God. 

The Bible’s uniqueness may be comforting to you and me, but the world has never been quite sure what to 
do with the Word. Some simply try to ignore it, but that’s as impossible as trying to ignore a lion in your living 
room. Some people put the Bible alongside the great works of philosophy that human beings have written, or cat-
egorize it as a book of wise sayings and moral lessons. To still others the Bible is a book of guidance and principles 
for life—and it is all of these things, but also far more. We could never exhaust the subject of the Bible’s unique-



ness, but I want to begin by considering several things that set the Word of God apart. 

THE BIBLE IS UNIQUE IN ITS ORIGIN

Everything we are going to talk about in this book hinges on the fact that the Bible came from God. Scrip-
ture is unique because it is not the word of man, but of God. 

Now some people will challenge this claim because they say their book is the Word of God. Mormons make 
that claim for the Book of Mormon, and other cults say the same about their founders’ writings. And of course, 
Muslims make a similar claim for the Qur’an (we’ll have more to say about this later). 

The problem is that anyone can step forward and claim that he or she has received a revelation from God. So 
how do we know which claim to believe? Thankfully, we don’t have to guess, because there are stringent tests that 
any writing must meet to be validated as the true Word of God. Since the Bible claims to be the unique reve¬la-
tion of God, its words must stand out from all other words. It must be self-authenticating and superior to all 
other books. We will see how completely the Bible stands up to these tests and validates its claim to be unique.

Jesus Testified to the Bible’s Uniqueness

The most important proof of the Bible’s uniqueness is Jesus’ testimony to the Scriptures. The main reason 
we know the Bible is God’s Word is that Jesus said so. He used the word Scriptures on a number of occasions to 
describe the Old Testament writings, whether the Law or the prophets (see, for example, Matthew 21:42; 22:29; 
26:56). 

Jesus also made a statement in the Sermon on the Mount that no one can ignore. “Truly I say to you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished” 
(Matthew 5:18). 

When we want to emphasize a statement we often say, “Now mark my words.” Jesus said that when it comes 
to the Bible, we can mark not only the words as true, but also every letter and even the smallest portions of the 
letters. In other words, the Bible is binding, authoritative, and dependable.

Jesus used the strongest language possible to declare that the Bible is God’s Word.

One implication of this is that to reject the Bible is to reject Jesus and accuse Him of being a liar. Many peo-
ple who want to claim Jesus don’t want to accept the Bible as His Word. But Jesus ruled out that option when He 
tied His life and ministry completely to the fulfillment of Scripture. Jesus used the strongest language possible to 
declare that the Bible is God’s Word. 

A Muslim once told me, “I don’t believe your holy book, but I believe Jesus was a great prophet.” 
“OK, let’s discuss that,” I said. “How great a prophet was Jesus?” 
“Oh, he was a great prophet just like Mohammed.” 
Then I asked him, “Could Jesus be a great prophet on a par with Mohammed, and yet be a persistent liar?” 

My Muslim friend agreed that Jesus could not be a persistent liar and a great prophet at the same time. 
Then I pointed out to him the inconsistency of Islam’s view of Jesus. “But that’s the position you have to 

take if you say you believe Jesus was a true prophet and yet reject the Bible, because Jesus affirmed again and 
again that the Bible is God’s Word. Even your holy book, the Qur’an, records Jesus as saying that the Bible is 
God’s Word. My holy book doesn’t say that Jesus ever affirmed the Qur’an as God’s Word. So was Jesus lying 
when He said the Bible is true and will be fulfilled down to the smallest stroke of its letters?” 

You see, we don’t have to be afraid to assert the uniqueness of Scripture, because everything Jesus said and 
did proved the Bible to be true.



The Bible Testifies to Its Own Uniqueness 

It would take another book to deal with all of the Scripture references where the Bible either explicitly or 
implicitly refers to itself as God’s Word. Of course, when we say the Bible speaks of itself as God’s Word, we are 
talking about the testimony of the authors of Scripture who recorded God’s revelation.

For example, hundreds of times in the Old Testament the prophets said “the word of the Lord” came to 
them. Many other times God spoke directly through the patriarchs or the prophets to His people, who never 
failed to acknowledge that it was God who spoke. 

One great statement of God’s uniqueness is found in Isaiah 43, where the Lord said: “Before Me there was 
no God formed, and there will be none after Me. I, even I, am the Lord, and there is no savior besides Me” (vv. 
10–11). If God is unique among all so-called gods, then His Word is unique.

A classic argument for the Bible’s validity is the way that the Word so naturally and continually, without 
the slightest self-consciousness or apology, refers to itself as the Word of God. This factor has to be taken into 
account, for if it were otherwise and the Bible was constantly trying to defend itself or insist that it was true, we 
would have reason to doubt its claims—much like a judge and jury might begin to doubt a witness who kept loud-
ly insisting that he was telling the truth.

Another proof of the Bible’s uniqueness is the very nature of the truths it teaches. What I mean here is that 
the Bible gives unmistakable evidence that its thoughts come from God and not man. We began this chapter 
by looking at Isaiah 55:10–11. Now I want to consider verses 8–9, which also make a strong case for the Bible’s 
uniqueness: “‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,’ declares the Lord. ‘For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.’” 

That’s a very strong claim, so if the Bible is indeed unique, then its thinking should be so far higher than our 
thinking that we could never figure it out on our own. And that is exactly the case with Scripture. This argument 
may not satisfy the skeptics, but the fact is that the doctrines of Scripture, such as man’s total ruin in sin and 
helplessness to save himself, and the incarnation of God Himself to save mankind, are utterly apart from any 
other religious teachings. Someone has said that the Bible is the only book that has the courage to tell us the truth 
about ourselves. 

Clearly, the Bible did not originate with men. The apostle Peter gave us the definitive word on God’s reve-
lation. “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no 
prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God” (2 Peter 
1:20–21). No author ever wrote a word of Scripture until the Holy Spirit moved him to write. 

The Bible’s Perfect Unity Testifies to Its Uniqueness

The Bible is also unique in the way it has come down to us. The Bible’s unity of message is nothing short of 
a miracle, given that it was written over a period of about fifteen hundred years by forty or more different people, 
who lived in several different countries with different cultures and came from every kind of background imagin-
able. 

Just try bringing together a liberator and national leader (Moses), a military general (Joshua), two kings 
(David and Solomon), a shepherd (Amos), a tax collector (Matthew), some fishermen (Peter and John), and a 
rabbi (Paul), have them write down even the simplest message, and see if they can agree with each other. That 
wouldn’t happen even if they were in the same room at the same time working with the same set of facts, let 
alone separated by hundreds of years. 

The thin red line of our Redeemer and His blood runs all the way through the Bible.

The thin red line of our Redeemer and His blood runs all the way through the Bible—from the first prophecy 
of a Savior and God’s slaying of animals to cover Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:15, 21), to the last chapter of Reve-
lation that invites the redeemed to spend eternity with God (Revelation 22:17). The Bible’s message is consis-
tent and unified from beginning to end. I love the psalmist’s statement: “The sum of Your word is truth” (Psalm 



119:160). 
Now don’t let anyone intimidate you on this one. Someone will say, “Yeah, but the Bible is full of contradic-

tions.” That’s an old charge that has never been demonstrated, and those who make it usually can’t point to one 
example. Let me tell you, the world has had about two thousand years to prove this charge, and yet the Bible still 
stands. The best answer to this charge is to hand the skeptic a Bible and ask him to show you an example of a con-
tradiction. Most people have no idea what to do because they’re just repeating a line they’ve heard. 

In the 1970s a mechanic came forward after the death of billionaire Howard Hughes, claiming that Hughes 
had made him his heir because the man had once rescued Hughes when he found him staggering around in the 
desert. The mechanic supposedly had Hughes’s true will, naming him as heir. 

This mechanic’s story had all kinds of holes in it, and it didn’t take skeptical officials very long to expose his 
claim as bogus. We’re talking about one man’s story that didn’t even depend on anyone else’s validation, and yet 
he couldn’t make it work. But even though the Bible has been examined, dissected, and attacked by the greatest 
minds in history, no one has ever made a charge of inconsistency or contradiction stick against God’s Word. You 
can relax, too, because it is never going to happen. No one but God could make one perfectly unified document 
out of sixty-six books. The unity of the Bible is like that of the human body, in which every part can only be ex-
plained in reference to the whole (see Psalm 119:160a).

Now someone might say, “You’re just using circular reasoning here. You’re going to the Bible to authenticate 
the Bible.” OK, then let’s turn to other sources outside of the Scripture to help verify its truth and corroborate the 
Bible’s witness to itself.

History Testifies to the Bible’s Uniqueness

When I make this argument I am not talking about the Bible as a supernatural document, but as a work of 
historical literature. The point here is that if people accepted the same standards of validity for the Bible that they 
readily accept for other historical documents, they would have to admit that the Bible is the most widely attested 
book ever written. 

To show you what I mean, we can take any figure from history who is no longer on the scene. How do we 
know that George Washington was our nation’s first president? Nobody alive today can say, “I have seen George 
Washington. I’ve met him and heard him speak, and I know he was real.” We accept the historicity of George 
Washington because we trust the historical record we have about him. And the same can be said for many other 
people we could name from history. 

One test of the validity of any historical record is its proximity to the life of the person whose history it 
records. One reason the history of George Washington is considered reliable is that much of it was written during 
his lifetime by people who did see and know him, and more of it was written in the years very soon after his 
death. The closer the historical record is to the person’s life, the more valid it becomes. 

Well, guess what? The Bible comes through with shining colors on this score. The very latest part of the New 
Testament, the book of Revelation, was written in the 90s A.D., about sixty years after Jesus’ death. But it was 
also written by the apostle John, an eyewitness to Jesus’ life, so that gives his writings added weight. 

This is amazing testimony to the Bible’s trustworthiness. By comparison, some of the famous writings of an-
tiquity, such as those that tell of people like Julius Caesar, were recorded hundreds of years after the events they 
describe. Many critics attack the early dates for various books of the New Testament, because they know that if 
they admit the Gospels and Epistles were written so soon after Jesus’ life and death—mostly by eyewitnesses—
their case against the Bible is greatly weakened. 

Another test of the Bible’s historical validity is the number of existing manuscripts that corroborate it. We 
are told that ten copies exist of the account of Julius Caesar crossing the Rubicon, one of the most famous events 
of ancient history. The earliest of these manuscripts was written hundreds of years after the event, yet the fact of 
Caesar’s crossing has never been seriously questioned by historians. 

But the Bible puts that record, and almost any other historical record, to shame. We have about five thou-
sand copies of the New Testament in existence, from fragments of a single verse to entire books. These copies 



agree on the basic doctrines of the faith and the important facts of Jesus’ life, although there are many differences 
of words and the order of events. This record is unheard of in historical circles, yet the Bible continues to come 
under attack. 

But I can say it again. Fear not the doubts of the skeptics, for in God’s Word we have an authentic historical 
record. The Bible runs into trouble with its critics because of its supernatural, convicting character, not because it 
is of doubtful authenticity. 

THE BIBLE IS UNIQUE IN ITS TEACHING

A book that is unique in its origin should also be unique in its content and what it teaches. The Bible qual-
ifies on this point because it teaches what no other book does. The Bible claims to teach the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth about God, man, creation, sin, salvation, and any other subject it touches on. Let’s consider 
some of the Bible’s unique truths. 

Only the Bible Teaches About the Trinity

Other religious books may teach that there is a God, but only the Bible teaches that God is a triune Being. 
God’s Word is unique in affirming that God is “one in three”—three distinct Persons who share the same divine 
essence (see Matthew 28:19). 

If the doctrine of the Trinity sometimes keeps you up at night trying to figure it out and explain it, join the 
crowd. Theologians have been trying to do that for centuries, and yet the truth of the Trinity remains a mystery. 
Other religions reject it, and Muslims use it to claim that Christians are the “infidels,” or unbelievers, because they 
say we are polytheists who worship various gods, while they are the true monotheists who worship only Allah. 

But the mystery of the Trinity does not negate the fact that God has revealed Himself to us as Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. I liken the Trinity to a pretzel, which has three holes that are distinct yet completely intertwined 
and interconnected, all sharing the same piece of dough. 

We know the Persons of the Godhead are distinct because of statements like this by Jesus: “My Father is 
working until now, and I Myself am working” (John 5:17). Jesus also promised that God would send the Holy 
Spirit after Jesus’ resurrection (John 14:26). But at the same time Jesus also said, “I and the Father are one” 
(John 10:30). Three yet one is the glory and the mystery of the Trinity, and only the Bible teaches it. 

Only the Bible Teaches the Whole Truth About Jesus

Jesus testified to the truth of Scripture, and the Scripture also testifies to the truth about Jesus. The Bible’s 
teaching of Christ’s virgin birth, sinless life as perfect Man and eternal God in a human body, atoning death, and 
triumphant resurrection are enough to set this Book apart from all others. 

Jesus testified to the truth of Scripture, and the Scripture also testifies to the truth 
about Jesus.

The Bible presents Jesus as the God-man, totally unlike anyone else in history. One minute He was hungry 
because He was man, but the next minute He was creating enough food to feed five thousand people because He 
is God. He slept because He was tired, yet He also raised people from the dead. He died on the cross because He 
was man, yet He walked out of the grave because He is God. The guards who were sent to arrest Jesus one time 
came back so awed that all they could say was, “Never has a man spoken the way this man speaks” (John 7:46). 

Mohammed said he was a prophet whose job was to point people to Allah, the god of Islam. But Jesus said, 
“I am the true God.” Not only that, but He received worship that only belongs to God. The apostle Thomas con-
fessed after Jesus had answered his doubts, “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). Far from rebuking or correct-



ing Thomas, Jesus pronounced as blessed those who believe in Him without seeing Him (v. 29). 
Philip said to Jesus at the Last Supper, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us” (John 14:8). Jesus 

answered with a statement of His equality with God: “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to 
know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (v. 9). 

Perhaps the most startling claim Jesus made to His deity is when He said to the Jews one day, “Before Abra-
ham was born, I am” (John 8:58). That blew their minds, because they understood that Jesus was claiming to be 
the pre-existent God, the One who appeared to Moses in the burning bush and called Himself, “I AM WHO I AM” 
(Exodus 3:14). The whole truth about Jesus is that He is the God-man, and the Bible alone teaches that.

Only the Bible Teaches the Whole Truth About Man

The Bible’s teaching about the origin and nature of mankind also sets it totally apart. Other religious writ-
ings have their stories and myths about how the human race began, but the Bible is alone in portraying man as 
not only the unique creation of God, but as utterly ruined by sin and completely helpless even to improve himself, 
to say nothing of saving himself, apart from God’s intervention. 

Because it is the revealed truth of God, the Bible explains and probes the depth of human nature in a way no 
other book does. The testimony of countless people is that even though they thought they were reading the Bible, 
they realized that the Bible was reading them. This is so because the Bible is alive. Hebrews 4:12 says that God’s 
Word is “living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and 
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” 

You cannot get any deeper into a person’s life than to divide between the soul and spirit, the immaterial part 
of man. The Bible tells us our deepest needs, and explains why nothing or no one can meet those needs except 
God. 

We are creatures of dust, and yet the Bible says we breathe the very breath of God. We are deeply flawed by 
sin, and our nature is depraved—which means that on our own we are incapable of doing anything good that 
would commend us to God. The world is surprised when a sinner sins because the world doesn’t believe that hu-
man beings are sinners by nature and by choice. You won’t find that truth anywhere but in the Bible. 

Only the Bible Teaches the Whole Truth About Salvation

Here’s another unique characteristic of Scripture. Every other religion known to mankind tells you what you 
must do to make yourself acceptable to God. But the Bible tells you what God has already done to save you. 

There are really only two religions in the world—the kind in which you do your best to reach up to God, and 
the kind in which He gave His best to reach down to you. Unlike any other religious book, the Bible says we are 
saved by grace and not by works (see Ephesians 2:8–9). 

Even though I know that men’s hearts are sinful and they don’t want God, it still amazes me at times that 
people would reject God’s free offer of salvation. Everything that needs to be done to save us has been done. 
Most people want to do something to try to save themselves, but the Bible has no loopholes a person can squeeze 
through to make it into heaven apart from the blood of Jesus Christ.

Only the Bible Teaches History in Advance

Teaching history in advance sounds like an oxymoron—and it would be for any book but the Bible. God’s 
Word teaches about history hundreds of years before it happens, which is called prophecy. If we had no other 
validation of Scripture but its fulfilled prophecies, we would still be on very solid ground. 

There have been many so-called prophets in history, and some of them seemed to make some accurate 
prophecies. But the Bible’s standard is 100 percent accuracy, whether the prophecy is one hundred or five hun-
dred years in advance of its fulfillment. It’s not even worth discussing other prophets’ records, because no prophet 



in any holy book has ever claimed to prophesy the future on the scale of the Bible. 
One of the Bible’s most amazing prophecies to me is one of its most familiar: the prophecy that Jesus Christ 

would be born in the village of Bethlehem. This prophecy was given in Micah 5:2, which was written about seven 
hundred years before Christ’s birth. Its fulfillment is recorded in Matthew 2:5–6. 

The time frame of this alone is miraculous, but it’s even more so when you consider that Bethlehem is just a 
dot on the map. In other words, the chances of prophesying Jesus’ birth and getting it right by accident are zero.  

And don’t forget that biblical prophecy isn’t limited to religious events. The book of Daniel contains the 
progression of the Gentile world powers in the centuries before Christ, written hundreds of years before Alexan-
der the Great and the Greeks defeated the Medo-Persian Empire and then were in turn defeated by the Romans. 
You can close your Bible and open your history book, and you’ll find that God tells the story of world history in 
advance—because the Bible is unique in its teaching. 

THE BIBLE IS UNIQUE IN ITS IMPACT

We are going to consider two more ways in which the Bible demonstrates that it is unique, and then I want 
to ask you an important question before we go on to the next chapter. 

In some ways we have already made the point that the Bible has had, and continues to have, an influence 
that is unequaled by any book in history. My point here is simply to reinforce the incredible impact that God’s 
Word has made on the world. God promises in Isaiah 55:11 that His Word will always accomplish the purpose for 
which He sends it. That is obvious from the influence the Bible has in this world. 

The Bible Has Changed Millions of Individuals

When I was a student at Dallas Seminary, we used to hear a story that was told about the late Dr. Harry 
Ironside, who was one of the great Bible teachers in the early half of the twentieth century and a frequent lecturer 
at the seminary. 

The story goes that Dr. Ironside was preaching in a town once when a local atheist challenged him to prove 
the existence of God and tried to argue that atheism was as beneficial a way of life as Christianity. 

Dr. Ironside challenged the man to a contest. “I want you to find one hundred people whose lives have been 
changed and made better by atheism, and I will find one hundred people whose lives have been radically changed 
by the gospel of Jesus Christ. We’ll meet here tomorrow, and see which way is the true way.” Needless to say, the 
man couldn’t meet the challenge, because only the Bible has life-changing power. 

The Bible Has Changed Entire Cultures

The Bible has also changed entire cultures. I love the story of the unbelieving anthropologist who visited a 
primitive tribe that had accepted the gospel, seeking evidence against Christianity. The chief told the scientist 
that he knew Christianity was true. When his visi¬tor asked the chief how he knew that, he replied, “Because if it 
weren’t, we would eat you.” 

Closer to home, William Wilberforce was an Englishman who was elected to Parliament in 1780. He served 
there for many years, and in the course of time he became convinced from reading his Bible that slavery was 
wrong. He learned of the evils of slavery in the British Empire and launched a long and exhausting struggle to end 
the practice. Slavery was eventually outlawed, and Wilberforce is credited with being the main force behind the 
change. And he was changed by reading his Bible and allowing the Holy Spirit to convict his heart. 

The United States is far from perfect, but perhaps more than any other nation, many of our laws and ideas 
were intentionally based on the teachings of God’s Word. And even though our nation has strayed far from God, 
His Word still has a deep impact on our culture and ways of thinking.

The Bible has also influenced and changed cultures in areas such as science and literature, a legacy we can 



still see today even though the secular world is working hard to erode its influence. But nothing will change or 
bring down God’s Word. 

THE BIBLE IS UNIQUE IN ITS PRESERVATION

Someone has said that although a blacksmith’s anvil may take many blows from the hammer, the anvil 
stands firm while the hammers break. The Bible is an anvil that has shattered the hammers of many who have 
tried to destroy it. 

The Bible is also unique in its preservation. It has survived for several thousand years, even though kings 
and the world’s mightiest powers and intellects have been trying to destroy it for centuries. 

Think about it. How many books have not only survived for several thousand years, but are still being read, 
debated, and sold around the world today? I can only name one. Bible societies tell us that when they go into a 
country where Bibles are scarce, people stand in line for hours and even days to receive a copy. Chinese university 
students pass around any portion of the Bible they can get their hands on and memorize all they can. Would to 
God that American college students would start doing this! 

No book in history has been preserved like the Bible. Why wouldn’t it be, if God is the author? He is going to 
take care of His Book. Nations have outlawed the Bible, tried to destroy every copy, and killed people for translat-
ing and printing it. People like William Tyndale and John Wycliffe are among the heroes of the faith who dedicat-
ed their lives to making sure we have the Bible in our hands. 

The Bible records an amazing story in Jeremiah 36, an attempt made by King Jehoiakim of Judah to destroy 
God’s message that the prophet Jeremiah had recorded on a scroll. The king cut up the scroll and burned it (vv. 
22–23), but God simply told Jeremiah to get another scroll and write His Word on it again. 

The eighteenth-century French philosopher Voltaire despised the Christian church and boasted that within 
fifty years of his death, Christianity would be extinct and people would have to go to a museum to see a Bible. Yet 
after Voltaire died, his house was acquired by the French Bible Society and used to print and distribute Bibles. 

God says His Word will stand forever (see Psalm 119:89; Isaiah 40:8). “Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
My words will not pass away,” Jesus declared (Matthew 24:35). There is no destroying the Bible, because it is the 
eternal Word of God. 

IS THE BIBLE UNIQUE TO YOU?

That may seem like an unusual question, but I’m not asking if you believe that the Bible is the true Word of 
God. I pray that you do—or, if not, that you will by the time you finish reading this book. 

My question has to do with the fact that so many of the people who say with their lips that they believe the 
Bible is the one and only Word of God don’t say it with their lives. That is, they don’t allow the Word to shape 
their lives, and the way we know this is by the large number of Christians and church people who go to every oth-
er source but the Word for the solution to their needs and problems.

What we believe in our head always shows up in our feet.

You see, what we really believe in our heads always shows up in our feet. If the Bible is the last place we go 
for help, we can’t expect God to get excited about helping us. If our attitude is that we only go to the Bible when 
all else has failed, we may go years without getting things right. 

This is why the Bible seems to have no life or power for so many of us. We read it, but find it unhelpful or 
even boring. Voltaire was dead wrong about the Bible being only a museum piece, but many Christians treat it 
that way when they display it on their shelves or coffee tables, but don’t live by it.

But let me tell you, when the Word of God gets down into your heart, you will be different! When you un-
derstand that the Bible is the very breath and mind and heart of God on paper, then you’ll discover it’s alive. And 
you’ll understand why Jesus said, “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the 



mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). 



2
The

Bible
Is

True
A college professor stood up before his class one day and said, “I want to begin this philosophy class by getting to 
the bottom line with a statement that will govern everything we study and talk about this semester. The bottom 
line of this philosophy class is that there are no absolutes. There is no such thing as absolute truth, no proposi-
tions that are true in every circumstance. Let me say it again. The bottom line of this philosophy class is that there 
are no absolutes.” 

A student in the back raised his hand and said, “Professor, may I ask a question?” 
“Yes.” 
“You said there is no such thing as absolutes, and no such thing as a statement of absolute truth. Are you ab-

solutely sure about that? Because if you are, you have just given us a statement of an absolute that is true in every 
circumstance, which is a contradiction of the assertion you just made that there are no absolutes.”

That exchange may sound like the kind of academic double-talk that makes parents wonder what in the 
world their children are learning in college and why they have to pay so much for it. But the student who chal-
lenged his professor made a very important and valid point about the issue of truth, and about the absurdity and 
contradictions people get themselves into when they try to deny the existence of a concept called truth. I don’t 
know what grade that student got in his philosophy class, but he deserved an A.

You see, that professor would have been a lot more honest with himself and his students if he had said, 
“Look, I have a personal bias when it comes to philosophy that you need to know about, because it is going to 
govern everything I present to you this semester. In fact, I’m going to try to persuade you to accept my bias as 
your own. My bias is against the concept of absolute truth, which to me is an outmoded relic from our religious 
past that needs to be discarded. 

“Now I realize that I can’t demonstrate to you with perfect certainty that truth does not exist, but truth is 
not part of my personal worldview because I don’t want to be governed by any absolute standard, or answer to 
any Being who claims to have absolute truth. This is my bias and belief, and I am going to proceed on that basis 
in this class. If you believe differently, it’s because you are still afflicted with your parents’ outmoded mind-set or 
some kind of religious training.”

This is what the professor was really saying; he just didn’t want to admit it. Plus, it’s a lot easier and takes 
less breath to announce, “There is no such thing as absolute truth.” But I want you to see that this is actually a 
statement of faith as surely as when you and I say we believe that Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world. The 
problem with a professor’s bias is that it has a ring of authority and finality to it because of his status, and the 
students often buy into his views.

THE INESCAPABLE ISSUE OF TRUTH

How would you react to a doctor who was unsure of his diagnosis of your condition, but gave you a prescrip-
tion anyway, which you took to a pharmacist who wasn’t even sure he was giving you the medicine the doctor had 
hesitantly prescribed? You would probably run for your life from both of them, since your health and life might 
be at stake! You want to go to a doctor and pharmacist who believe in truth, a fixed standard of reality that guides 
their decisions.



The problem is that many people who insist on living by truth in the physical realm confidently reject it in 
the spiritual realm. But simply announcing that truth does not exist does not solve anything. We are faced with 
this thing called truth, and we have to do something with it. 

Pontius Pilate asked the question of the ages when truth Incarnate in the Person of Jesus Christ stood be-
fore him on trial. Jesus said to Pilate, “For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify 
to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice” (John 18:37). 

Pilate responded, “What is truth?” (v. 38).
If that evil Roman governor had been an honest seeker, he would have found the answer to his question. In 

fact, Jesus had definitively answered Pilate’s question the night before at the Last Supper, during His prayer to 
the Father on our behalf: “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth” (John 17:17). The Bible is truth—the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth. 

Looking for Truth in All the Wrong Places

There may have been a day when affirming among ourselves as Christians that the Bible is true would have 
been enough, and we could close this chapter and go on to the next one. But if that simpler day ever existed, it 
doesn’t anymore. Not only is the world today more confused about truth than ever, but the church is confused 
too. That’s why we need to talk about the implications of Jesus’ statement that the Bible is truth.

The world has always been confused and divided on the question of truth. There have been a myriad re-
sponses to the question, “What is truth?” We have just talked about the denier, for the lack of a better term. This 
is the person who simply dismisses and rejects the very concept of truth. 

The agnostic says that absolute knowledge on issues such as God’s existence cannot be attained in this life. 
Since the word agnostic literally means “without knowledge,” the agnostic’s answer to Pilate’s question would be “I 
don’t know.” This person is supposedly the perpetual questioner and seeker after truth—although in reality, many 
people who claim to be agnostics aren’t working very hard to search out the truth. They are content to say that 
truth can’t be known and leave it at that. 

The rationalist says that human reason and experience are the ultimate criteria for determining truth. 
Rationalism focuses on the mind and simply says that whatever the mind conceives of as being reality is, in fact, 
truth. Rationalism thus limits the search for truth. It is one of the theories that came into play during the eigh-
teenth-century movement known as the Enlightenment when the truths upon which Christianity is based came 
under sustained attack and were largely abandoned.

When I was in college, we learned about a school of thought called positivism, which said truth is limited to 
that which can be validated by the scientific method. If science authenticates a theory, then perhaps we can regard 
it as truth. Positivism doesn’t leave any room for a supernatural Savior with a supernatural revelation, because 
these things cannot be reduced to the scientific method of testing something and repeating it time and again in 
the lab until its reality can be established.

Another of mankind’s many answers to the question of truth is fideism, which reacted to the rationalistic 
and scientific method by saying that truth is subjective and personal. Truth is what we feel at the moment to be 
true, so therefore what’s true for me may not be true for you. 

Pragmatism is yet another means of seeking to arrive at truth. Pragmatism appeals to a lot of people be-
cause it says that truth is whatever works. This kind of approach is tailor-made for our American love of “common 
sense” thinking that looks at a problem and wants to produce solutions. 

I need to mention one other significant route people have taken to try and arrive at truth. This is man-made 
religion, defined as humanity’s best attempts to reach up to and understand God—or even deny that He exists or 
cares about what happens to us. The religionist may be the hardest person of all to deal with, because he’s the guy 
who claims to be a follower of God and a seeker after spiritual truth. But more often than not, religion begins by 
denying the absolute truth that God has spoken with finality in Jesus Christ (see Hebrews 1:1–2).



Beginning at the Beginning

All of these approaches may have elements of truth to them, but they are all inadequate in and of themselves 
as means of arriving at what the late Christian philosopher Francis Schaeffer used to call “true truth,” which is 
the truth about God and His Word. The problem is that even though the world’s greatest minds have been taking 
these routes and hitting dead ends for thousands of years, multimillions of people still continue to follow them, 
because, as we said earlier, people don’t want to be held accountable to a God who will judge them by an absolute, 
unswerving standard. 

As you can see from our brief list, the problem is not that people refuse to search for truth. They just re-
fuse to begin with the real Source of truth. Jesus said to those who opposed Him and His message, “You search 
the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; and you are 
unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life” (John 5:39–40). Paul also spoke of people who are “always 
learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Timothy 3:7).

The proliferation of television and radio talk shows is one example of what the Bible talks about when it says 
people are always looking and never finding. Former Tonight show host Johnny Carson once joked there were so 
many talk shows popping up that producers were going through the telephone book to get hosts. “So if your name 
hasn’t come up yet,” Carson said, “just be patient. You’ll get your chance.”

Although there are some informative programs on the air, the average show features all manner of guests 
who offer their opinions—and everybody has an opinion. And now viewers and listeners can call and weigh in 
with their views. But rather than being a discussion of truth, these shows are often babble by the hour. So if the 
issue of truth is inescapable, we need to ask what the nature of truth is and what the Bible has to say about man’s 
endless quest for something that is real.

THE NATURE OF TRUTH

It’s interesting to read a dictionary definition of truth. You probably haven’t done that in a long time, so let 
me give you a few of the terms you might encounter. One source says that truth is “actuality,” “fact,” a “transcen-
dent fundamental or spiritual reality.” 

Terms like these suggest an informal definition of truth that most people on the street would agree with. 
That is, truth is that which conforms to reality, the way things actually are. Truth is an accurate statement of the 
facts. My generation grew up with Sergeant Joe Friday of the television program Dragnet, whose famous state-
ment was, “The facts, ma’am, just the facts.” The opposite of truth in this definition is falsehood, and the opposite 
of telling the truth is lying.

Now the academic world may be debating and debunking the whole idea of truth, but the Bible clearly dis-
tinguishes that which is actual and genuine from that which is false. To say that something is true or false only 
makes sense if those two realities exist. 

The Bible says clearly that truth not only exists, but that it is knowable if we truly 
desire to know it.

The Bible says clearly that truth not only exists, but that it is knowable if we truly desire to know it. Both 
halves of this claim may have been normative in our grandparents’ day, but they sound radi¬cal in today’s increas-
ingly truth-less world. Jesus said in John 8:32, “You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” Jesus 
said that truth was not only knowable, but powerful since it is the door to true freedom. 

Notice that the Lord strengthened His statement by putting the definite article “the” in front of “truth.” This 
tells us that for Jesus, truth was a definite body of material or reality. We are seeking to establish in this chapter 
that this body of truth which is “the truth” is the Bible. 



There Are Many Claims to Truth Today

Now if you’re tracking with me, you may already see the problem that our culture has with truth today. The 
man on the street may not disagree with you that there is such a thing as truth, but he may passionately believe 
that there is no such thing as truth that is the same for every person in every place and time. More than likely, he 
will tell you that there are many kinds of truth that are different for everyone. In other words, truth is whatever is 
right for you.

As I write these words, our culture is in the middle of a fierce debate over the issue of same-sex marriages 
and the push by homosexuals for full recognition. I have a feeling this issue will be as relevant when you read this 
book as it is while I’m writing it. 

When people are debating issues like homosexuality, we often hear this question raised: Whose truth are we 
going to accept? Those who believe the Bible say that this activity is sin, while the psychological profession has 
now removed homosexuality from its list of disorders. Christians hold to the Bible as revealed truth from God, 
but as far as the world is concerned the Bible is just one voice among many in the marketplace claiming to present 
the truth. 

I am not saying that people cannot discover certain truths on their own. But the problem with the world’s 
“truth” is that it often has to be revised or discarded when new facts are uncovered. Hundreds of years ago, people 
were convinced the earth was flat. It was feared that if explorers sailed to the edge of the earth, they might fall off. 
But that “truth” had to be discarded as new evidence was found.

How about a contemporary example of changing truth? If you follow the world of nutrition and health to-
day, your head is probably spinning trying to keep up with all of the new, and sometimes conflicting, information 
about the content and value of certain foods. I understand that the government has just lowered the numbers for 
what is now considered a safe blood pressure level, and some medical researchers want to lower the borderline 
figure for blood sugar levels too. 

Since research is constantly going on, today’s facts may be tomorrow’s myths. There seems to be no final 
word there. And we can’t trust our moral instincts to determine truth, because we have been corrupted by sin. 
Our intellect is also a poor guide to truth, because we are finite creatures whose knowledge is extremely limited. 

One way of determining truth we haven’t talked about yet is just to go along with the majority. Take an 
opinion poll, or vote on it, and the answer with the most percentage points or votes wins. We can thank the game 
show Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? for demonstrating in prime time the fallacy of trusting the majority. I re-
member watching one night when a contestant used his lifeline and asked the audience for help. The audience was 
strongly in favor of one answer, and he went with it. But their answer was wrong, and the man lost out. 

The old saying used to be that the majority can’t be wrong. Sorry, but the majority is often wrong. Jesus 
Christ was crucified by the majority. 

There is another definition of truth that rises far above the confusion and babble of our day. It is timeless 
and unchanging, a fixed standard by which everyone and everything can, and ultimately will, be measured. 

Truth Conforms to the Nature of God

The only reason we can know any truths at all is that God is God. Truth is not just that which conforms to 
reality, because there is no reality apart from God. Truth is that which conforms to His nature. We as Christians 
can make an unapologetic, uncompromising, definitive statement about truth because of the perfectly true 
nature of God. The Bible calls God the Father “Him who is true” (1 John 5:20), and Jesus made the astounding 
statement, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14:6, italics added). 

Here’s one example of the way God’s nature is the standard for what is true. The Bible says, “God is not a 
man, that He should lie” (Numbers 23:19). Lying is wrong not just because it messes people up and causes harm, 
but because it violates God’s very nature. The same can be said for murder and theft and adultery and coveting. 



These things are out of line with God’s character. Truth and purity are part of His eternal attributes. 
So while the world says truth is whatever we want to make it, God says truth must conform to a fixed stan-

dard. If I gave you a sheet of paper and a pencil and asked you to draw a straight line freehand, no matter how 
meticulous you were your line would not be truly straight. But if I gave you a ruler with a sharp edge to draw your 
line against, the outcome would be totally different. As long as your pencil follows that fixed standard, your line 
will be straight. And anyone else can take that same ruler and make a straight line too. Since God is by nature 
true, in order for something to be true it must conform to Him and His written revelation. 

THE SOURCE OF TRUTH

If truth is a fixed standard of reality, and of right and wrong, that has been determined by the God who is 
true and unchanging, then we had better be giving careful attention to the Book He gave to communicate His 
truth to us. 

I am not going into any elaborate arguments to prove to you that the Bible is the source of ultimate truth. 
We demonstrated in the previous chapter that the Bible is unique and completely worthy of the confidence we 
place in it, and I am going to proceed on that basis. We noted earlier Jesus’ prayer: “Sanctify them in the truth; 
Your word is truth” (John 17:17).

The worst thing that could happen to the human race is to be cut off from the source 
of truth, which is why the devil works so hard either to take the Bible away from 
people, or to take people away from the Bible.

Jesus made many statements like this that have staggering implications. We talked about another one earli-
er, which is that, according to John 8:32, truth is knowable. The worst thing that could happen to the human race 
is to be cut off from the source of truth, which is why the devil works so hard either to take the Bible away from 
people, or take people away from the Bible. 

But because God is full of grace and truth, He has revealed His Word to us so that we may walk in the truth 
as His children (see 3 John 4). We will study in detail the Holy Spirit’s role in the process of recording God’s truth, 
so suffice it here to say that the Spirit is called “the Spirit of truth” (John 14:17, see also 15:26; 16:13). 

The Holy Spirit directed the revelation of Scripture in such a way that what was produced is pure truth from 
God. It could not be any other way if God is pure truth at the core of His being. Don’t tell me that God wrote the 
Bible, but at the same time try to tell me that there are mistakes in the Bible. That is a contradiction in terms. God 
the Holy Spirit safeguarded the Bible, and how He did it is amazing. 

God Used Human Authors to Record His Word

Whenever we say that the Bible is God’s Word, the argument we often get is, “But the Bible was written by 
imperfect human beings who were limited in their knowledge, and they were subject to all manner of errors and 
mistakes.” 

Now the fact that the Bible was written by human authors whose lives and work are attested by history and 
backed by all kinds of witnesses ought to be a source of joy for us, not a problem. I say that because when you 
check out the cults, invariably you will find that their so-called scriptures were allegedly given to the founder in 
some secret, mysterious revelation that only the founder or maybe a few others experienced. In other words, no 
one else can verify even the process, let alone the result. But God’s Word was written in the light by people who 
had nothing to hide and no personal heresy to promote.

That being said, we need to answer the charge that a perfect Bible cannot be the product of imperfect au-
thors. And we do have an answer to that charge, which is that God did with the Bible what He did with His own 
Son in the Virgin Birth. 

The Bible declares Jesus was sinless, even though a human being was the vehicle, so to speak, of His birth. 



How could an imperfect human being like Mary give birth to a sinless Son? Because the Holy Spirit came upon 
Mary (see Luke 1:35), which meant that the child in her womb was conceived by God. This ensured that Jesus was 
free from the contamination of sin, since the Bible says that sin entered the human race by Adam (see Romans 
5:12–21). God safeguarded the purity of His Son, so that it was possible for a human being to produce a perfect 
result.

God Safeguarded the Truth of His Word

God did the same thing with the Bible through the process called divine inspiration. The apostle Peter, who 
experienced this inspiration, said the Holy Spirit oversaw the writing of Scripture so that there was no contamina-
tion in it (see 2 Peter 1:20–21). This is why we can say that God is the Bible’s true Author.

But even though the Bible’s human authors were “moved” or “carried along” by the Holy Spirit, they often 
appealed to their own experiences and witness as reliable. Peter said, “We did not follow cleverly devised tales 
when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His 
majesty” (2 Peter 1:16). Peter went on to relate the transfiguration of Jesus, which Peter saw and heard (vv. 
17–18). John, another apostolic eyewitness, wrote about “what we have heard” and “what we have seen with our 
eyes” (1 John 1:1). 

The writers of Scripture were safeguarded from error by the Holy Spirit, who moved them to write and bore 
them along in the process. These men were so convinced of the truth that they were willing to die for it—which is 
a strong argument for the Bible’s truth, by the way. 

Let me tell you, even if I was part of a conspiracy to say that Jesus was the Son of God and had risen from 
the dead when I knew it was a lie, when people said they were going to kill me, I’d be showing them where the 
body was. But the writers of Scripture stood by the Word even when it meant their deaths. 

THE TRUTH WITHOUT ERROR

The final point I want to make has to do with the nature of the Bible’s truth. We have said that the Bible is 
the complete truth, and now I want to give you an important term for this doctrine. That word is inerrant, which 
means “without error.” Some people will say the Bible contains truth or contains the Word of God. But that’s only 
half the truth, because it leaves open the possibility that the Bible also contains other things. 

Some people will say that the Bible contains truth or contains the Word of God. But, 
that’s only half the truth, because it leaves open the possibility that the Bible con-
tains other things.

The inerrancy of Scripture means that the Bible is true no matter what the subject. You can probably see 
where this takes us, because many people like to claim that the Bible is filled with historical, geographical, and 
scientific errors. But that’s all right, these people say, because the Bible is not meant to be a textbook. All that 
matters is what the Bible says about matters of faith. 

It’s Easy to Fall Off a Slippery Slope

But this position is a “slippery slope” that can lead to all kinds of problems. For example, if God can’t even 
get a few scientific facts straight in the Bible when He claims to be the Creator of the universe, how do we know 
that what He is telling us about how to reach heaven and avoid hell is the straight deal? Denying the Bible’s truth 
on any level opens the Word up to the charge of errors everywhere. 

Now at this point some Bible critic will be quick to point out that the existing manuscripts we have of the 
Bible vary one from another in thousands of places. So the argument goes that we can’t talk about the Bible being 



inerrant because we don’t have the original manuscripts, called the autographs. 
There are two solid answers to that objection. The first has to do with human nature, and this simply is that 

God knows that if we had the original autographs of Scripture, we would be tempted to make an idol out of the 
Book and worship it instead of its Author, which would be a sin. If you don’t think humans have an incurable 
need to make something visible to worship, go to Israel and see all the religious shrines with ornate altars and 
thousands of lights and candles that various Christian groups have built over the centuries at holy sites.  

What about the objection that the copies of Scripture we do have contain tens of thousands of variations in 
words and phrasing? This is true, but the fact is that these copies do not contradict each other on the basic tenets 
of the faith such as the Person and work of Christ. This in itself is astounding. 

It’s Important to Know We Have a Perfect Standard

But the reason we still affirm the Bible’s inerrancy in the autographs even though we don’t have them is that 
it is absolutely crucial to believe and know that we have a perfect standard to work against as we compare the 
various existing manuscripts. Where the texts of biblical manuscripts differ, scholars work to reach the closest 
consensus possible on what the original said. All this work is worthwhile because it matters what the original said. 

Maybe an illustration will help here. A speaker was delivering a lecture one day when a member of the 
audience suddenly jumped up and challenged his facts. This happened several more times before the man in the 
audience finally said, “If you don’t have any documentation with you to show me right now, then you won’t mind 
if I call you a liar.”

The speaker replied, “OK, I see what you’re saying. I don’t have all of my papers with me today, but let me ask 
you a question. Are your father and mother legally married?”

“Of course they are!” the man replied indignantly.
“Do you have their marriage certificate with you today?”
“No, I don’t.”
The speaker replied, “Then you won’t mind if I call you a liar.”
You see, it is vital that we can know our faith rests on a sure foundation. It is vital that we know God spoke 

the truth when He spoke. Jesus made an incredibly important correlation between the spoken and written Word 
of God when He was tempted by the devil in the wilderness (see Matthew 4:1–11). 

In the first temptation, the devil urged Jesus to turn the stones around Him into bread, since He had been 
fasting for forty days and was hungry. But Jesus answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, 
but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God’ ” (v. 4). Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy 8:3, which 
equates the words that God spoke with His written Word. There was no difference for Jesus.

This is why Paul could affirm, “All Scripture is inspired by God” (2 Timothy 3:16). The word inspired means 
“God-breathed,” which is another term for the work of the Holy Spirit as the very breath of God. If there is error 
anywhere in the Bible, there could be error everywhere. 

It’s Important to Let the Bible Speak for Itself

Now this does not mean that the Bible does not record the errors or lies of others. When a character in the 
Bible said or did something that was erroneous or an outright lie, the Bible faithfully records these things. But it 
presents them as just what they are, errors or lies. The Bible never presents a lie as the truth. So don’t let someone 
tell you that the Bible records lies and so cannot be the whole truth. 

The assertion that the Bible is inerrant also does not rule out the fact that the Word uses normal figures of 
speech that we use, such as talking about the rising and setting of the sun, or the hand or face of God. We know 
the sun doesn’t rise or set, and we know that God is pure spirit. The Bible’s writers wrote what God told them to 
write, without trying to say that the sun literally rises or that God really does have hands. 

There is no limit to what the Word can do when we allow it to take root in our hearts, 



because it is always right.

If you want a good exercise, read all of Psalm 119 in one sitting. It contains 176 verses, making it by far the 
longest chapter in the Bible, and it has only one subject: the majesty and wonder of God’s Word. After you have 
finished reading Psalm 119, close your Bible and spend some time thanking God for the gift of His Word and ask 
Him to let it saturate your mind and heart. There is no limit to what the Word can do when we allow it to take 
root in our hearts, because it is always right. It will never adjust to you, but it will do wonders for you when you 
adjust to it. 



3
The

Bible
Is

Authoritative
It’s hard for people in our culture to understand what it’s like to live under the kind of absolute authority that a 
king or queen can wield. But that was not a problem for the subjects of King Frederick II of Prussia, known as 
Frederick the Great. 

One man who tasted Frederick’s authority was an inmate in the prison at Berlin. As the king toured the pris-
on one day, all of the inmates loudly protested their innocence—except for one man, who said nothing.

Frederick called to the man, asking him what crime he had committed. When the man replied that it was 
armed robbery, the king asked, “And are you guilty?”

“Yes indeed, Your Majesty,” the prisoner answered. “I entirely deserve my punishment.”
Frederick was so impressed with the inmate’s honest confession that he ordered him released immediately, 

and the man walked out of prison free. 
We may read this story and think how bad it was that a convicted criminal was released. But don’t miss the 

point. Frederick the Great had supreme authority over his subjects, and no one could undo what he decreed even 
if his word nullified the way things usually operated. 

The supreme authority that a king holds over his subjects by virtue of his office, the Bible holds by virtue of 
its Author, who is the King of creation and thus Ruler over all the earth. The Bible’s authority is inherent in its ev-
ery word and even every portion of a word, as we will see. The Bible is supremely authoritative because it is God’s 
revelation in history. Just as there was no higher authority that King Frederick’s subjects could appeal to, there is 
no higher authority you and I can appeal to than the Word of God. And although the Bible may not be taken as 
seriously in society as it once was, a witness who takes the stand in court must still lay a hand on the Bible and 
take a solemn oath to tell the truth. 

Now I hope you know that the Bible’s authority is at the heart of many of the moral issues that threaten to 
tear our culture apart. For example, is the Bible authoritative for all time and every culture when it condemns 
homosexuality as sin? The organized church, what we would call Christendom, doesn’t answer that question with 
a unified voice because some segments of the Christian world don’t truly believe that the Bible is the supreme 
authority in people’s lives. 

Many of these church leaders may affirm their belief in the Bible. And they may appeal to the Bible’s teach-
ing on love as evidence that their approval of same-sex relationships also has God’s approval. They may not say it 
this way, but these people really believe that in the final analysis, human interpretations stand in judgment on the 
Bible, rather than the Bible standing in judgment on human interpretations. 

We need to understand that as Christians we must receive the Bible as completely 
reliable and trustworthy on every matter it records, or else it will eventually become 
nothing more than a collection of inspiring words that are nice to read but don’t 
have the authority to direct our lives.

The debate over homosexuality illustrates the danger of trying to decide which parts of Scripture are au-
thoritative as they stand, and which parts need to be amended in light of changing social standards. We need to 
understand that as Christians we must receive the Bible as completely reliable and trustworthy on every matter 
it records, or else it will eventually become nothing more than a collection of inspiring words that are nice to read 



but don’t have the authority to direct our lives. 
By the way, this matter of short-circuiting the Bible’s authority isn’t just a problem in the so-called liber-

al church. Those who consider themselves to be evangelical, Bible-believing Christians can fall into the trap of 
treating God’s Word as little more than a book of nice stories or moral platitudes to inspire us and lift us up when 
we’re down, rather than as God’s authoritative message to us. 

How can we do this? By listening politely when the Word is read or taught, then filing out of church and go-
ing about business as usual as if nothing happened. By reading the Word ourselves and yet failing to let it search 
and change us. By displaying the Bible on our coffee table to give everyone the impression it’s the Book we live by 
when we know different.

Now make no mistake. The Bible can inspire and lift you up. But I can give you other books of inspirational 
sayings that will do the same thing. God does not simply want to inspire us by His Word. He wants us to put our-
selves under its authority as the very voice of God.

THE BIBLE IS GOD’S VOICE 
SPEAKING TO US TODAY

When I say the Bible is God’s voice, I mean that the words of Scripture come from His mouth. This is the 
doctrine of inspiration, which we’ll consider later. Christians talk about hearing God’s voice in His Word, or hear-
ing God speak to them through His Word. This is the Holy Spirit’s ministry of illumination, another upcoming 
chapter in this book. 

God’s Voice Is Timeless in Its Authority

I want to use the term “God’s voice” here to help you grasp what we might call the immediacy of the Bible’s 
authority. That is, the Bible’s authority is timeless. For example, when we read in Exodus 20:3, “You shall have no 
other gods before Me,” this command has the very same force behind it today that it had when God first thun-
dered these words to Moses more than three thousand years ago. This is important because one problem I see as a 
pastor is that people disregard God’s Word because to them, it’s just ink on a page. 

Our problem is that we weren’t there when God first spoke His Word—because if we had been there, we 
wouldn’t be so casual about it. To get an idea of the terror that gripped Moses and all of Israel when God gave His 
commandments, read Hebrews 12:18–21. Even Moses said, “I’m so scared my knees are knocking together” (v. 
21, Evans translation). 

Remember the day you came home from school and your mother was gone for some reason, so she left you 
a note about a chore she wanted done before she got back? You knew she meant what she said, but somehow that 
note just didn’t seem to have the same authority behind it as when your mother said, “Boy, you better get that 
room cleaned up now!” So you disregarded the note, but when your mama got home you discovered to your pain 
that her written word had all of her authority behind it.

Receiving the Bible as God’s voice speaking directly to us is important because of another common problem 
among God’s people. These are the folk who know what God said, and can even repeat it back to you, but they ar-
en’t doing anything about it. Every parent is familiar with this scenario. Your child disregards your direct instruc-
tions, and when you confront that child later and say, “What did I tell you to do?” he or she can repeat your words 
verbatim. But for some reason your command didn’t carry any weight with that child, so the result was disobedi-
ence. And a good parent won’t let that go without appropriate discipline (see Hebrews 12:5–6). 

Have you ever said, “I wish God would just speak to me like He did to Abraham or Moses”? Well, there are 
two answers to that wish. 

First, you don’t really mean it, because if God did speak to you the way He spoke to Moses, your heart proba-
bly would not survive the experience. When even angels spoke in the Bible, people trembled and fell down. 

Second, and more important, God has spoken to you and me in His Word. It is His voice. So when we open 
our Bibles, maybe we should start saying, “I am going to listen to God’s voice speak to me today.” 



Jesus Used the Bible to Affirm His Deity

Jesus was being challenged by His opponents one day when He tried to tell them that He was God. They ob-
jected, accused Him of blasphemy, and got ready to stone Him (see John 10:31–33). Jesus turned to the Scripture 
to make His case, and the way He used the Word has a lot to teach us about the Bible’s authority.

“Jesus answered them, ‘Has it not been written in your Law, “I said, you are gods”?’ If he called them gods, to 
whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be broken), do you say of Him, whom the Father sanc-
tified and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?” (vv. 34–36, italics 
added).

Jesus was using a powerful argument here. He said that if the Bible—in this case the psalmist Asaph (Psalm 
82:6)—used the term gods for men who were merely God’s representatives, then those who were accusing Jesus 
should not object if He called Himself God. Why? Because they had just seen Him heal a blind man (John 9) and 
do other miracles, for one thing. 

What I want you to see here is the binding authority of Scripture. Not even one word can be changed. Let me 
give you a term you may not have encountered before. Scripture is irrefragable, which means it cannot be voided 
or invalidated. How important is this trait of Holy Writ? It was important enough to Jesus that He built a criti¬-
cal argument around it. 

Not only each letter of the Bible, but even the smallest part of each letter (see Mat-
thew 5:18), is vital and carries God’s authority.

The Lord’s opponents might have wished they could nullify or get around the word gods in Psalm 82:6, be-
cause it is the Hebrew word Elohim, which is one of the names of God. But Jesus had them, because God’s Word 
called His representatives “gods,” and nothing could change the Scripture. Paul used a similar tactic in Galatians 3 
to prove that Jesus is Abraham’s promised seed. The validity of Paul’s entire point hung on the difference between 
the singular “seed” and the plural “seeds” (v. 16). Not only each letter of the Bible, but even the smallest part of 
each letter (see Matthew 5:18), is vital and carries God’s authority. 

Jesus Said the Bible Carries His Authority

Jesus Christ also said that the Bible carries the imprint of His divine authority. He announced to His dis-
ciples, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away” (Matthew 24:35). That statement on 
the lips of anyone other than Jesus would be heresy, but He alone can claim, “All authority has been given to Me 
in heaven and on earth” (Matthew 28:18). Therefore, Jesus’ words, which are recorded in Scripture, will outlast 
history, because the Word is eternal. I love the way the psalmist put it: “Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in 
heaven” (Psalm 119:89). 

We are not seeing more power in our lives and in the church at large because we 
aren’t taking the Bible seriously

Now I don’t know about you, but this raises a question in my mind. Since Jesus possesses all authority, and 
His Word has all of His authority behind it, why are we as Christians not seeing God’s Word at work any more 
than we are? I am convinced the reason is that we are not living as though God’s Word were our authority. We 
are not seeing more power in our lives and in the church at large because we aren’t taking the Bible seriously. To 
paraphrase the Nike commercials, we fail to “just do it.” 

This reminds me of the wedding in Cana of Galilee at which Jesus performed His first miracle (John 2:1–11). 
It’s interesting that even though Jesus commanded all of creation, He didn’t mind going to an ordinary, everyday 
wedding. Our Lord never tried to hang out with the elite and show off His power. 

You’ll remember that at this wedding in Cana, they ran out of wine and Mary told Jesus about the problem 
(v. 3). Even though Jesus seemed to deny Mary’s request, she told the servants at the wedding, “Whatever He 



says to you, do it” (v. 5). In other words, “This man has the authority to ask anything He wants of you.” 
This is worth noticing because Jesus had not told them what to do yet. Mary didn’t know that Jesus was 

going to give the servants an order that didn’t seem to make sense, which was to fill the stone jars with water. All 
she knew was if Jesus acted, something powerful would happen. 

Do you see where I’m going? We often say to God, in our actions if not always in our words, “Show me what 
You want me to do first, and then I’ll decide whether I want to do it.” Of course, there is nothing wrong with ask-
ing God to show you His will. But He never reveals His will so we can discuss and debate it. God is into obedience, 
not just presenting options. Jesus’ power to turn water into wine at Cana was activated when the servants obeyed 
Him. And the beautiful part of the story is that the wine Jesus made was better than anything they had ever tast-
ed before. 

Have you ever run into something God is asking you to do that you don’t want to do? And worst of all, it 
doesn’t even seem to make sense? But if God is calling you to obey, don’t try to figure it out. Don’t go asking 
everybody else what you should do. Don’t take a vote and see how many other folk would agree with you. Just do 
what God says. 

Rejecting the Bible Means Rejecting Jesus

If Jesus Christ tied His authority so closely to the Bible’s authority, then the logical conclusion is that to 
reject the authority of Scripture is to reject Christ. 

If Jesus Christ tied His authority so closely to the Bible’s authority, then the logical 
conclusion is that to reject the authority of Scripture is to reject Christ.

We saw earlier in John 10:34–36 that Jesus appealed to the authority and inviolability of the Bible to argue 
that He was correct in saying, “I and the Father are one” (v. 30). His detractors understood very clearly that Jesus 
was claiming to be God, and they wanted to stone Him for blasphemy (vv. 31–33) because Jesus was claiming an 
authority they said no one but God should be able to claim. And they were exactly right. Jesus could only claim 
this authority because He was God in the flesh.

Jesus answered their charge by showing them that they could not reject Him without rejecting the Word of 
God they professed to believe. He pointed to the works He had done (vv. 37–38) as proof of His deity, knowing 
the Jews believed that Messiah would do great miracles when He came (see John 3:2). 

You can’t say you love and believe God’s Word without loving and believing the Savior whom God has sent. 
It is said of Jesus in the Gospels that He spoke “as one having authority, and not as [the] scribes” (Matthew 7:29). 
The scribes had opinions and their Jewish traditions, but Jesus spoke with the voice of God, and we have His 
words in the Bible.

WE MUST RESPOND TO 
GOD’S VOICE TO US IN THE BIBLE

The fact that the Bible is completely authoritative and cannot be broken is a wonderful doctrine of the Chris-
tian faith. But the truth and power of God’s Word can be nullified in your experience if you refuse to let the Word 
speak to you as it is or you start mixing it up with your human viewpoints. 

Now please notice that I did not say the Bible can lose its power or authority. That will never happen because 
God said His Word is “forever settled in heaven.” But the Bible’s power is blunted in our lives when we do not 
respond to God in humility and obedience. 

Don’t Mix the Bible’s Words with Your Words



This is probably the number one travesty that people who claim to believe and follow God’s Word commit 
against it. A lot of people who try to mix their own thoughts with the Bible’s teaching have many degrees after 
their name. Education is fine, and the church has benefited from well-trained commentators and scholars who 
seek to understand what the Word means. 

This is not what I’m talking about. There’s a big difference between an honest attempt to understand the Bi-
ble as it reads and diluting its teachings with human thinking. The best example of this is in Scripture itself, when 
the Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus to accuse His disciples of breaking “the tradition of the elders” (Matthew 
15:1–2). 

But Jesus came back at them with a much more serious charge, that of nullifying the Word of God (vv. 4–6), 
using the example of God’s commandment to honor one’s father and mother. Jesus showed how the scribes and 
Pharisees allowed people, mainly themselves, to get around this clear command with a hollow promise to give 
those resources to God while actually not having to give them away at all. 

Jesus gave the bottom line of this kind of thinking when He said at the end of verse 6, “And by this you 
invalidated the word of God for the sake of your tradition.” The point is that God never meant for the command-
ment to honor your father and mother to be skirted on a technicality. 

The Jews added so many traditions and regulations to the Law that they ended up creating a barrier around 
the Word so people couldn’t get to it. Now let’s give them enough credit to say that they were trying to help God 
out. And there were questions that had to be worked out in everyday life. But these rules became more important 
than what God said. 

The Bible says, “Let God be found true, though every man be found a liar” (Romans 3:4). The issue Jesus 
dealt with was the authority of God’s Word. If God says we are to honor our parents, then trying to find a “loop-
hole” in that command is a sin against the truth. 

This thing of truth and authority is at the core of why the Holy Spirit is not doing more in our lives. The Spir-
it is the Spirit of truth who is obligated only to God’s Word. So when we start diluting the Word with our human 
viewpoints, the Spirit steps back, because He is not going to bless our speculations.

Just before the closing benediction in Revelation, we find a dual warning to anyone who either “adds to” or 
“takes away from” the words of this book (Revelation 22:18–19). God pronounces a curse when people start mess-
ing with His message. God doesn’t need anyone to help Him say what He wants to say. 

I think of this because I’m one of those people who anticipates what I think others are going to say in a con-
versation and then helps them out by finishing their sentence for them. Sometimes the other person will say, “No, 
that’s not what I meant at all.” I took the wrong train trying to anticipate their train of thought and wound up in 
the wrong station.

Well, God is not looking for our help to finish His sentences. Everything He wanted said, He preserved in 
the pages of His Word. The reason the Spirit is not free to work His supernatural activity in our lives is that we are 
dealing with mixed truth, the Word diluted by human thinking. You know you have run into this when you hear 
someone say, “I know what the Bible says about this, but . . .” In other words, this person’s case is different. He’s 
the exception.

Don’t Poison the Pot of Stew

There’s an interesting story in 2 Kings 4:38–41 about the prophet Elisha and the “apprentice prophets” who 
were under his tutelage. There was a famine in the land, and these student prophets were hungry. Elisha told his 
servant to make a pot of stew for everybody, and one of the prophets gathered some wild gourds for the stew. The 
gourds looked fine to him, and he probably thought they would add a little spice to the stew. So he decided to help 
out by tossing the gourds into the stew.

But as everyone ate, some apparently began to feel sick and said the stew was poisoned. Someone cried out 
to Elisha, “O man of God, there is death in the pot” (v. 40). Elisha took care of the problem, and the stew was fine.

This story helps to explain why, for instance, we don’t let just anyone take the pulpit and preach in our 
church. Our church is committed to the truth and authority of God’s Word, and our people don’t need to be get-



ting sick from someone who thinks he is helping God out by adding to what God has said.
Unfortunately, this happens every Sunday in churches all across this nation. Plenty of pastors and teachers 

are tossing “wild gourds” into the pot—adding human wisdom to God’s Word or even allowing human views and 
opinions to replace the Scriptures. This is why people can actually be worse off by going to church, because they 
come away more confused and unsure than ever about whether the Bible is even true, let alone whether it has any 
relevance to them.

Now you may say, “Don’t worry, Tony. I don’t go to a church like that. Our pastor and other teachers believe 
and teach the Bible faithfully.” 

Praise God for that. But you can still “get sick” spiritually even in a good church by tossing your own wild 
gourds of human opinion into the Word. I often hear people say, “My mama taught me,” or “All my friends say.” 

Well, godly mothers certainly have a lot to teach us. And friends can help us see things in a different light. 
But before you listen to what other people are saying, check it against what God says. A lot of the advice people 
get is given by folk who aren’t even living out their own advice. Don’t let someone else spoil the effect of the Word 
in your life with the poison of human opinion. 

Take Your Bible Out of the Museum

I mentioned in a previous chapter that the French atheist Voltaire boasted that by the time he was done, the 
only Bibles left would be museum pieces. He was spectacularly wrong, but I must say that as a pastor I have seen 
many Bibles in museums.

I’m not talking about the British Museum or some other great holder of ancient biblical manuscripts. I’m 
talking about the “museum” of people’s houses, or even their cars. Many Christians have Bibles on the shelf at 
home. A lot of people have a Bible for every room of the house, and I’ve also seen a lot of Bibles in the back win-
dows of cars. But these places are museums if the Bibles never get taken off the shelf and read. 

There used to be a day when having a big Bible on the coffee table was impressive, but that’s not a big deal 
anymore. I love the story of the woman who was being visited by her pastor. She wanted to impress him, so she 
said to her daughter, “Honey, go get that wonderful book that Mama loves so much and reads from every day. You 
know, the book Mama keeps on her nightstand.” The little girl ran off and came back with the Sears catalog! 

Let God Set Your Life’s Agenda

Biblical authority means that God has the supreme right to determine our decision making and set the agen-
da for our lives. God doesn’t want our rationalizations, but our response. He wants us to do like we do when we’re 
driving and come up over a hill only to see a police car sitting on the side of the road. 

That police car is a symbol of the officer’s authority—and we know the officer also has the clout to back up 
that authority. So if we are doing wrong by speeding, we don’t just say, “Big deal. So what if I’m doing eighty in a 
fifty-five zone? I don’t need to do anything.” 

No, when we see the police car and we know we are not living right at that moment, our heart starts to 
palpitate and we hit the brake. Why? Because we have run into a legitimate authority that we respect, and we 
respond. In other words, the presence of this authority creates a response, not just an analysis. 

Paul told Timothy to preach the Word whether it was convenient or not because people would want to have 
“their ears tickled” instead of hearing the truth (2 Timothy 4:2–3). There’s nothing wrong with feeling good, as 
long as it’s the truth that is making you feel good. But when a lie is making you feel good, it’s illegitimate. 

Too many people treat the Bible the way Great Britain treats the queen. The British people give great honor 
to the queen, and she is involved in many impressive and elaborate displays of her power and authority. But when 
it comes to governing the country, the queen is for show only, because England is a constitutional monarchy. The 
queen is the representative head of the land, but she is just a figurehead. She doesn’t make or veto laws, and she 
doesn’t formulate policy. The queen has no real authority. She doesn’t set the agenda for her country.



But God wants to occupy the place of supreme authority in your life, and He wants to 
set your life’s agenda as you submit yourself to His Word.

People can have Bibles in every room of the house, in their cars, and even at their offices, and yet still want 
to have their ears tickled by the latest religious fad or clever deceiver. But God wants to occupy the place of su-
preme authority in your life, and He wants to set your life’s agenda as you submit yourself to His Word. 



4
The

Bible
Is

Powerful
In March 2003, President George Bush ended months of speculation about whether American forces would attack 
Saddam Hussein’s regime in Iraq, when a method called “Shock and Awe” was launched. The president is report-
ed to have authorized the massive attack by uttering two words: “Let’s go.” On March 19, the skies over Baghdad 
began lighting up as the U.S.–led aerial attack began.

How could two simple words like “Let’s go” send the greatest military force on earth and its coalition part-
ners into action? What was it about this brief command that generated enough power to bring down a dictator 
and send him into a hole in the ground to hide?

We know why the words “Let’s go” had so much power behind them. It’s because they came from the lips of 
the president of the United States and commander in chief of our armed forces. President Bush holds the most 
powerful position in the world, and therefore his words have the power of his office behind them. When the 
president gave the order, folk weren’t sitting around yawning, ignoring what he said, or trying to figure out if he 
really meant what he said. The president is a powerful person with a determined purpose, and the people under 
his command fall in line with his will.

I drew out this analogy a little more because I want to set the scene for our study in this chapter. The Word 
of God can transform any situation or person, because built into it is the ability to pull off whatever God desires it 
to accomplish. Power is the ability to affect change or produce the desired effect. This is a good working definition 
of what I mean by the power of God’s Word. 

A key Scripture passage that teaches this truth is one of the verses from that great section of Isaiah 55 we 
quoted in the opening chapter. Verse 11 says, “So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; it will not re-
turn to Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.” 

The unstoppable power of God’s Word is another attribute that sets it apart from anyone else’s word. When 
God had finished giving Job a lesson in His awesome power, Job confessed: “I know that You can do all things, 
and that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted” (Job 42:2). The prophet agreed, saying, “For the Lord of hosts has 
planned, and who can frustrate it?” (Isaiah 14:27). 

We humans spew out a lot of words, and people make all manner of boasts, promises, and threats. But a lot 
of what we say never comes to pass, for which we can be thankful. Our plans are frustrated all the time because 
we are not all-powerful. And a lot of people talk just to show everyone that they are in charge, but their attempts 
to throw their weight around have no real purpose behind them. These are the kind of people who often answer 
the question, “Why are you doing this?” with, “Just because I can.”

God’s Word has neither of these shortcomings. It cannot be frustrated or stopped, and God never goes 
around showing off His power just because He can. His Word is always purposeful when it goes out from His 
mouth, and that purpose is always achieved. God’s power is never random or out of control. He always has a plan 
that He intends to fulfill. 

I want to give you two great biblical examples of the power that God’s Word has to accomplish His purposes. 
We could call these the Bible’s external and internal power, because they refer to the creation around us and our 
soul and spirit at the innermost recesses of our beings. The word that God spoke, as revealed and preserved in the 
Bible, can bring a world into being and cut to the core of our hearts. 



GOD’S WORD HAS 
THE POWER TO CREATE A UNIVERSE

When the writers of Scripture wanted to illustrate the awesome power of God, they often pointed to His cre-
ation of the world. The psalmist declared, “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath of 
His mouth all their host” (Psalm 33:6). Then he added in verse 9, “For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, 
and it stood fast,” referring to the earth and all of its mighty oceans. 

When the writers of Scripture wanted to illustrate the awesome power of God, they 
often pointed to His creation of the world.

God Can Make Something Out of Nothing

To simply speak a world into existence is power beyond anything we can imagine. Theologians have a phrase 
for the creative act of God whereby He made the universe out of nothing. It is called creation ex nihilo, or “out of 
nothing.” In other words, God did not need any raw materials to work with when He created the world. He created 
the raw materials and everything else with His word. 

I’ve seen the Taj Mahal in India and Buckingham Palace in London. They are incredible feats of architecture, 
but the builders had to have the raw materials with which to build. Even Rumplestiltskin in the children’s fairy 
tale had to have straw to spin into gold. 

But Genesis 1 records again and again that “God said . . . and it was so.” This is creation ex nihilo, making not 
just something out of nothing, but everything out of nothing. We hear about people making something out of 
nothing in terms of rescuing a project that is going nowhere, or putting together a business deal or maybe even a 
treaty when all hopes for an agreement seemed to be over. 

Of course, no human being can literally make something out of nothing—unless we count the evolutionists! 
Nor can we just speak and make whatever we want happen. You may be able to make lemonade out of a lemon, 
but at least you have to start with a lemon. My wife can put together a bunch of leftovers, make a little gravy to 
cover them, and serve the best meal you never knew you already had. But she has to have some leftovers to work 
her special touch on. 

But God spoke just two words in the Hebrew text of Genesis 1:3, which could be translated “Light be,” and 
light appeared. He spoke again and the dry land appeared. Time after time, God said the word and whatever He 
commanded came into being. There were no gaps or lapses. God simply worked out His will through His word. 

You’ve never seen power like this before. As commander in chief, the president of the 
United States can speak two words and set a great military machine in motion. But as 
commander in chief of the universe, God’s two words create the sun.

You’ve never seen power like this before. As commander in chief, the president of the United States can 
speak two words and set a great military machine in motion. But as commander in chief of the universe, God’s 
two words created the sun. 

God Can Create Life Out of Death

I like the way Paul put it. He said that God “calls into being that which does not exist” (Romans 4:17). The 
apostle made this great statement of God’s power in the middle of discussing Abraham’s faith in God’s promise 
to give him a child even though he and Sarah were way too old to become parents. In fact, the Bible says that in 
terms of their ability to bear children, both Sarah and Abraham were as good as dead (v. 19). 

That was no problem for God. His word to Abraham was, “I will surely return to you at this time next year; 



and behold, Sarah your wife will have a son” (Genesis 18:10). This was God’s promise to Abraham, and it came to 
pass. 

The power of God’s Word is discovered as we cooperate with the purposes for which 
God gave us His Word.

The power of God’s Word was on display in an even greater way in the birth of Jesus Christ, who was the 
fulfillment of the promised Son of which Isaac was a type. Luke 1:26–38 is an incredible passage of Scripture that 
tells of the angel Gabriel announcing to Mary that she was going to have a baby. Mary was stunned at this word, 
and wondered how this could be since she was a virgin. This was an impossible situation as far as Mary was con-
cerned. 

You know the rest of the story. Gabriel informed Mary that she would be with child by the Holy Spirit, so the 
One she bore would be a miraculous child. And not only that, but Gabriel let Mary know that she was not the only 
one God was working with. He informed Mary that her older relative Elizabeth was already six months into her 
pregnancy, even though she and her husband Zacharias had never been able to conceive and she was now too old 
to have children. 

I want you to see the last two verses of Gabriel’s conversation with Mary. After announcing that Elizabeth 
was expecting a child, the angel said to Mary, “For nothing will be impossible with God” (Luke 1:37). Mary had 
hardly had time to absorb the startling news that she was going to conceive and bear the Savior of the world, and 
now she was being told that Elizabeth was going to have a baby too. 

At least Elizabeth had a husband, and her baby had come about by means of human conception, just as Isaac 
was fathered by Abraham. However, Elizabeth’s conception of John the Baptist was still a miracle because she was 
old and her womb was as dead as Sarah’s. But when it came to the virgin Mary and the birth of Jesus, we have the 
miracle of all miracles. 

The angel had the message that made sense out of all this for Mary: “For nothing will be impossible with 
God.” Now let me show you something interesting about this verse. The word nothing here actually translates 
three words in the Greek text that literally mean “not any word.” The idea is that no word God speaks is too hard 
for Him to fulfill. So the fact that Mary was a virgin was no obstacle to God. 

We said earlier that when God exercises His power, it is always purposeful. The angel explained God’s pur-
pose in giving Mary a son: “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will 
give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will 
have no end” (Luke 1:32–33).  

The angel’s point was that God was working out a plan. In order to accomplish this plan He needed a virgin, 
because no human father could be involved. Mary thought she was in an impossible situation, but God didn’t 
want her to focus on the impossibility because that word is not in His vocabulary. Mary got the point and said, 
“May it be done to me according to your word” (v. 38). End of conversation.

God Can Make Something Where You See Nothing

Now the fact that God can speak and make it so ought to be good news when you look at your circumstances 
and don’t see any way that anything can happen. You read in your Bible that God says He can do anything, but 
nothing is changing at your place of work or at home. That’s when you need to remember that God doesn’t need 
anything to do His work, because His Word is powerful. No word that He speaks is impossible for Him to do. And 
all of God’s authority stands behind the Bible.

The Enemy can throw up a lot of defenses, and may even appear to be winning some-
times because God allows human choices and failings to be part of His plan.

This means it doesn’t matter who tries to stop God from carrying out the Word He has spoken. The Enemy 



can throw up a lot of defenses, and may even appear to be winning sometimes because God allows human choices 
and failings to be part of His plan. But God guarantees that even these things will be incorporated into His divine 
program. No matter how long it takes or what has to happen to get there, God will accomplish His objective. His 
Word is sure and effective. 

Now don’t misunderstand. I’m not saying there is some kind of special power in the pieces of paper stitched 
together between leather to make a Bible. One charge that liberal theologians and churchmen make against evan-
gelicals is that we worship the Bible instead of worshiping God. 

No, we worship the God who has revealed Himself to us in His Word. The Bible is like the electrical outlet 
in your home that puts you in touch with the power source when you plug into it. Without the power, the plug 
would be dead—which, by the way, is the problem with every other so-called holy book in the world. They lack 
power because they are just human words on a page. The plug is dead, so to speak. 

God’s Word Sustains What He Has Created

God not only brought the universe into existence by the power of His Word, but that same Word also sus-
tains His creation. The writer of Hebrews said of Jesus, “He is the radiance of [God’s] glory and the exact represen-
tation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power” (1:3). God is able to sustain what He brings 
into being (see 2 Peter 3:5–7). 

This is part of the good news of our salvation. As the gospel song puts it, God didn’t bring you this far just 
to leave you. The reason you can’t lose your salvation is that what God creates, He keeps. If you are a Christian, 
you are a new creation in Christ (see 2 Corinthians 5:17), and no one can snatch you out of God’s hand (see John 
10:28–30). 

You’ve probably heard it said that plants grow better when you talk to them. Well, apparently it has been 
scientifically demonstrated that this is true, even though most of us thought only crazy folk talked to their plants. 

How can talking to plants help them? What happens is that when you speak, you take in oxygen and release 
carbon dioxide. According to a scientific study, when you speak close to a plant it absorbs the carbon dioxide from 
the breath going out of your mouth. 

When I read that, I said to myself, “Oh, I feel an illustration coming on.” When your breath goes out, the 
carbon dioxide you release enters the plant and has the power to produce something good that the plant needs to 
grow. Now if human words have the power to help sustain a plant, what do you think can happen when the Word 
goes out from God’s mouth? His Word has the power to enter all of creation and sustain it, including you and me. 
If God can plant the seed of His eternal, pre-existent Son in a virgin’s womb, then nothing else is impossible for 
Him to do. 

GOD’S WORD HAS THE POWER TO SEARCH US

Now we’re getting down to the nitty-gritty. From the vastness of creation we are going to focus down to the 
inner workings of the human soul and spirit. God’s Word has the power to pierce into the deepest recesses of our 
being with laserlike power and precision. 

We know this from a great passage of Scripture that I hope is familiar to you: “For the word of God is living 
and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both 
joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And there is no creature hidden 
from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do” (Hebrews 
4:12–13). 

God’s Spirit Is Active in His Word

The Bible is not dead words on a page, but is alive and powerful, which is the idea behind the word active. 



The Bible is a living document because it is the Word of the living God, animated by the living Holy Spirit. Genesis 
1:2 says that God’s Spirit was “moving,” or hovering, over the waters of the earth at creation, breathing life into 
the creation. 

The Bible is a living document because it is the Word of the living God, animated by 
the living Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit does the same thing with the Word that He did with creation. The Spirit hovers over the 
Word and breathes life into it, with the result that we are not to read the Bible the way we read a novel, a history 
book, or any other book. We read other books to get information or to be entertained, but we should read the 
Bible to get life from it and allow it to penetrate our hearts. 

As a pastor I am often asked by people how they can know when the Bible is really beginning to come alive 
to them. My answer is simple. You know the Bible is alive to you when it begins to cut on you, because that’s what 
Hebrews 4:12 says the Word is designed to do. 

God’s Word Cuts to the Heart

The writer of Hebrews likened the Bible to a two-edged sword that cuts on both sides as it is thrust into the 
target. Roman soldiers carried these swords, which were kept very sharp. When a Roman soldier used his two-
edged sword on an enemy, it penetrated deeply for maximum effect. 

Now if this imagery seems a little graphic to you, you’re getting the idea. God’s Word is so sharp and power-
ful that it can plunge into our spirits like a sharp sword that cuts not even just to the bone, but into the marrow 
inside the bone. No other book can reach down into a person that deeply and bring about the effects that the 
Bible can. 

In other words, God wants His Word to do spiritual surgery on us. He wants to lay bare our souls so He can 
show us what’s on the inside of us. Have you ever said or done something that seemed out of character for you, 
and you wondered later where in the world that came from? Maybe it was there all the time. 

All of us are capable of reacting in ways that are unusual for us, but at the same time we don’t really know 
our own hearts very well. The Bible says, “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can 
understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). The answer is that no one can understand the human heart perfectly—no one, 
that is, except God. He knows our deepest thoughts because our souls and spirits are completely exposed before 
Him. 

This explains why people testify that when they read the Bible, they feel as if it is looking into the deepest 
recesses of their minds and hearts. They feel this because the Word is alive and powerful, constantly probing us. 
It’s a good thing to be probed and exposed by the incision that God makes in our lives by His Word, because that’s 
when we really deal with deep-rooted sin and begin to grow. 

How would you feel if you went into your bathroom one evening during a party you were hosting and found 
some of your guests going through your medicine chest and every drawer in your bathroom, checking out your 
stuff and showing each other what they found? What if you went into your office or den and found other guests 
discussing your checkbook, reading your journal, and rifling through every folder in your personal file cabinet? 

You would feel violated, and rightly so, because your guests have no right or authority to dig into your per-
sonal life at that kind of intimate level. Their probing is illegitimate, but God has the authority to search us by His 
Word because He made and redeemed us. 

Let God’s Word Do Its Work in You

Make no mistake about it. One of the most risky things you can do is give the Holy Spirit permission to 
open you up and do spiritual surgery on you. But it’s also one of the most important things you can do, for the 
same reason that it’s important to give your doctor permission to operate on you when you have something that 



needs to be fixed or removed. It isn’t until you submit to the surgeon’s knife that real healing can take place. 
It’s amazing that medical science has such sophisticated equipment that doctors can look inside a human 

heart while it is beating to see what is going on. Doctors can now see things that may be hidden from sight, but 
that can kill you. 

A skilled heart specialist doesn’t just look into your heart like an impartial observer who simply records what 
he sees without making any judgments or decisions. The doctor critiques, or evaluates, the situation based on 
what his examination reveals. 

Hebrews 4:12 says that God’s Word does the same thing. It critiques “the thoughts and intentions of the 
heart.” That’s what the word judge means. It is the word for a critic. A drama critic watches a play and then makes 
judgments about what is good, what needs to be improved, and what needs to be discarded. 

We may assume that most of our thoughts and intentions, or plans, are fine. But we are ultimately not capa-
ble of making that judgment. We need the Holy Spirit to take the sword of the Word and slice us open right down 
to the core of our being. We need to separate what is good from what is worthless, the way a person in Bible times 
would winnow wheat to separate it from the chaff, so the good wheat would be saved and the bad chaff would 
blow away in the wind. 

The Word of God is living and powerful, and what God wants to do is show us the power of His Word. 
Through the Word you will come to see yourself as God sees you, which is as you really are. You will also come to 
see God in ways that you could not see Him otherwise. And when God begins to stitch you up after performing 
spiritual surgery, you will come back from the operation stronger than ever.

Experience the Power of God’s Word

Someone may say, “I’m not sure if I know what you’re talking about. I read the Bible, but I’ve never experi-
enced anything like what you’ve been describing.” 

I’ve been a pastor long enough to know that many Christians feel this way, even if they don’t say so. One 
reason the Bible may not seem to have any power in our lives is that we are not using it in accordance with God’s 
purposes for His Word. 

What I mean is that if we are reading the Word just so we can say we’ve had our devotions, because we feel 
like we’re supposed to, or because the preacher said we should, then we are going to miss the purpose God has for 
us. God’s purpose is that His Word go into our deepest parts and begin to remake us from the inside out, con-
forming us to the image of Christ (see Romans 8:29). 

The power of God’s Word is discovered as we cooperate with the purposes for which God gave us His Word. 
The Word will always accomplish God’s will, which is good and perfect (see Romans 12:2). The only question still 
on the floor is whether we are going to get in on the action. 



5
The

Bible
Is

Sufficient
Go into almost any bookstore today and you will probably find books that include the word Bible in their title. 
You’ll also find books that, while they might not contain the actual word, have been called “the bible” on their 
particular subject, such as the vegetarian’s bible or the fashion bible. I understand there is even a hunter’s bible. 

Why would an author or a publisher want to call a book the such-and-such “bible”? Why would a reviewer 
refer to a book, or perhaps a magazine or some other publication, as the “bible” in that field? They do it because 
the Bible is associated with the final word on a subject. The idea is that this publication contains everything that 
anyone will ever need to know about the topic at hand. So when you see the vegetarian bible, the author is trying 
to tell you that everything you need to know about being a victorious vege¬tarian is contained within the pages of 
his book. 

We might think this is a backhanded tribute to the Bible, but it is a tribute nonetheless. Every time someone 
in the publishing world uses the word bible to describe his product, he is giving an unintentional witness to the 
doctrine known as the sufficiency of Scripture. The Bible’s sufficiency means that God’s Word is comprehensive 
in its ability to speak to every area and every need in life. There is no issue we will ever face that is not addressed 
either by direct command or by general principle in the Word. I can guarantee you that the vegetarian bible or the 
fashion bible has left out something pertaining to its field. But in the Bible, God has given us “everything pertain-
ing to life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3). 

I’ve been preaching the Bible since I was eighteen years old, and yet I feel like I have only begun to tap into 
the endless vein of truth in God’s Word. Every time I go to the Word there is something new I didn’t see before, 
something deep I didn’t understand. In other words, the Bible is inexhaustible in scope and thus sufficient for life. 

While the Bible is so deep that theologians can spend a lifetime plumbing its depths, 
it is so simple a child can read and understand it.

Someone has said that while the Bible is so deep that theologians can spend a lifetime plumbing its depths, 
it is so simple a child can read and understand it. The sufficiency of Scripture is such that every age can learn from 
its teachings. Paul put this doctrine into a compact statement when he wrote: “All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching [or doctrine], for reproof, for correction, for training [or instruction] in righteousness; so 
that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16–17). 

One magnificent passage of Scripture lays out the sufficiency of the Word in very beautiful and clear terms. 
In Psalm 19:7–14, the psalmist David made six statements about the ability of God’s revelation to address every 
area of human existence, and in particular every area that we as believers need to know if we are going to please 
God. These verses also speak to the all-consuming desire we should have for the Word, and remind us that God’s 
Word can keep us from sin. 

Verses 1–6 of Psalm 19 form a backdrop to this poetic tribute to the Word, and we need to review them 
briefly. They deal with general revelation, the truth about God that He has written, so to speak, into every atom of 
creation and made available to every person. The psalm begins with a declaration of this truth: “The heavens are 
telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the work of His hands” (v. 1). 

In other words, even someone who can’t read or doesn’t have a Bible can still know beyond a doubt that 
there is a God. The reality of God ought to be clear simply by observing the world around us. The Bible never 



spends time defending God’s existence, but says instead, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God’” (Psalm 
14:1). People have to be taught not to believe in God, because it is natural for human beings to look around them 
and above them and conclude that someone bigger and more powerful than they made all of this. It’s also natural 
for people to worship or at least try to placate the God they know is there. 

Just reading Psalm 19:1–6 makes it clear that God’s revelation of Himself in creation is powerful and pro-
found. But general revelation is also limited. It is enough to condemn the sinner, as Paul said in Romans 1:18–23. 
In fact, those who reject or pervert this witness in nature are “without excuse” (v. 20) because they did not follow 
it to its logical conclusion, which is to seek the God of whom it speaks. 

But general revelation is limited because it is not sufficient in and of itself to save the sinner. Psalm 19:3 says 
of the heavens as God’s witness, “There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard.” We can look at 
the stars or the oceans and know that the creator God must be great and powerful. But we must go to His Word 
to learn that He has spoken to us and revealed that He is altogether righteous and judges sin, and is the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We can be eternally grateful that Psalm 19 does not end with verse 6—or that Romans 1 does not contain 
only condemnation, for that matter. Let’s consider this psalm’s six declarations about the glorious sufficiency of 
God’s Word. 

THE BIBLE IS GOD’S PERFECT GUIDE FOR US

David began what we could call this hymn of praise to God by saying, “The law of the Lord is perfect, restor-
ing the soul” (Psalm 19:7a). “Law” is another term for the Scripture. David must have wanted to begin at the top, 
because he described the Word of God as perfect. This term refers to that which is whole, complete, not lacking in 
any area. The Bible is complete in its revelation of divine truth. 

There Are No Flaws in God’s Word

Now let me clarify something here before we go any further. To say that the Bible is complete is not to 
claim that God has told us everything. We know that isn’t so. The apostle John said that if everything Jesus did 
while He was on earth was recorded, even “the world itself” could not contain the books this would require (John 
21:25). And John was just talking about a three-year slice of time. 

To say that the Bible is complete is not to claim that God has told us everything.

The Bible says, “The secret things belong to the Lord our God” (Deuteronomy 29:29). His knowledge is in-
exhaustible. If God told us everything, we would be like Him. Much of what the Lord has for us will have to wait 
until we are with Him in heaven. But in the meantime, God’s revealed Word has everything we need to know to 
be all that God expects us to be. 

God’s Word Has Power to Restore Us

The second half of this phrase in Psalm 19:7a gives us the blessing or benefit of His perfect Word: It restores 
the soul. This is a picture of something being brought back to its original condition. It speaks of being revived or 
refreshed. The Bible is sufficient to take what is broken and restore it, much like you might restore an old piece of 
furniture to its original beauty. God’s Word can make old things new. 

What is your soul? The Hebrew word nephesh refers to the essence of your being, who you are at your core. 
Most of us spend most of our time trying to fix what we do rather than who we are. But we only do what we do 
because we are who we are. God’s Word deals with our whole being, and it has the power to turn us inside out so 
we can see ourselves the way He sees us. 



Now that’s often a painful process, because many people who look great on the outside are broken, bruised, 
and battered on the inside. An insightful little poem says, “If every man’s internal woe were written on his brow, 
how many who our envy know would have our pity now.” 

All of us have scars on our souls, but God’s Word can heal us on the inside. And this is not just true of salva-
tion. Christians need spiritual healing too. As someone has said, salvation cleanses us from sin, but it doesn’t cure 
us of sin. Paul said our sin-contaminated bodies are decaying every day, but I love what he added: “Yet our inner 
man is being renewed day by day” (2 Corinthians 4:16). Paul’s words are a great confirmation of what David was 
saying in Psalm 19. 

Get the Benefits of God’s Word

Now let me tell you something. You can’t have a provision this awesome and comprehensive and not take 
full advantage of it. You can’t have a promise and a guarantee this sweet and just leave it lying there on the table. 

It was easy for me to encourage my youngest son, Jonathan, during his high school football career. First of 
all, I love football and I knew that Jonathan loved it too. Second, I didn’t want to have to pay for college, and Jon-
athan was good enough to have a shot at getting a scholarship. 

Well, Jonathan got a football scholarship to Baylor University, and I got my praise on because as of this 
writing, Baylor is about $20,000 a year! Not only did the scholarship provide a “full ride” for Jonathan with every-
thing paid, but I could see him play in Waco, less than one hundred miles away. 

I know you will agree with me that it would be a shame to have a comprehensive, all-sufficient provision 
like that and not take full advantage of it. Jonathan was red-shirted, or held out of competition, his first year in 
college, so at this point he still has one year of eligibility left even though he will graduate before his final football 
season. But he is planning to pursue further studies, which will also provide him with a fourth year of football. 

Now all together, that’s about five years of college at $20,000 a pop. You can do the math. That’s why when 
my son comes home saying, “I’m tired,” or says he’s thinking about taking it easy with fewer hours than he needs 
to maintain his scholarship, I don’t want to hear about it. Not when he has a scholarship that valuable. You can’t 
have a gift like that and not use it. 

The same is true many times over for the gift we have in God’s Word. The Bible can restore you if you will 
avail yourself of its benefits. 

THE BIBLE CAN MAKE US WISE

Psalm 19:7 goes on to make a second statement about the Word of God. “The testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple.” 

God’s testimony refers to His truth as revealed in Scripture. The statements a witness makes in court are 
supposed to be nothing but the truth, but only God’s witness is 100 percent true. Thus it is completely solid, or 
trustworthy. You can build your life on it. That’s what the psalmist meant when he said the Word is “sure” like a 
rock, as opposed to something unstable and flimsy.

We Need to Be Wise in God’s Estimation

Jesus used this contrast in His famous story of the wise man who built his house on the rock and the foolish 
man who built on sand (see Matthew 7:24–27). The rock held firm in the storm, while the sand gave way because 
it was ultimately an unreliable foundation. The difference between the two men in Jesus’ story was whether they 
heeded or ignored His Word. That’s what makes a person wise in the biblical sense. Wisdom is the ability to live 
life skillfully under God.

I don’t know any Christian who doesn’t want to be wise. Even many unbelievers want to make what they 
consider to be wise choices. What does the Bible mean when it calls someone simple? It doesn’t mean somebody 



who is stupid or lacks intellect. The simple person in the Bible is one who doesn’t know how to make good choic-
es. It is the person whose judgment or ability to discern things from a godly standpoint is flawed. The simple 
person doesn’t know how to set the right boundaries, or how to position himself under God correctly. So he goes 
ahead somewhat blindly, doing what seems best at the moment. 

All of us make unwise decisions at times. Some of the choices we have made would have been different if we 
knew before the decision what we learned after making it. Maybe we didn’t calculate the data correctly, or inves-
tigate it thoroughly enough. Maybe we were too immature at that point in our lives, and so we were unsure of 
ourselves and did not exercise good judgment. 

It Is Imperative to “Choose Wisely”

Whatever the case, we need the sure Word of God to guide us. Psalm 19 is a reminder that the Bible can save 
us a lot of heartache by giving us the ability to discern situations with godly wisdom and make God-honoring 
choices. 

It’s easy to get frustrated with a child or someone else who won’t listen to you, even though you know the 
person is headed for trouble because you can see further down the road. When another person is intent on mak-
ing a bad choice, sometimes you have to step aside and let that person learn a hard lesson, especially if the person 
is a young adult. You can try to advise and warn of the consequences. When I was about to do something my 
father thought was foolish, he would lay on me that old line that every kid in my generation knows so well: “Use 
your head for something besides a hat rack.” In other words, think about what you’re doing, because you’re about 
to mess up. 

I love the action and adventure of the Indiana Jones films. In the third film Dr. Jones was on a search for the 
Holy Grail, which was supposed to be the cup that Christ drank from at the Last Supper. 

When Jones finally tracked down the Grail’s location, he found himself in a room with many cups, not 
knowing which one was the right cup. Unfortunately, the bad guys were also after the cup, and the head bad guy 
was in the room with Jones. And since the villain had a gun, he got to choose first. The old knight guarding the 
cups warned the bad guy, “Choose wisely, because if you choose wrong, there are consequences.” 

You knew this character was going to make a bad choice, of course, and he did—going for a fancy cup that 
would befit a king. But when he drank from it, he began to melt away right in front of our eyes. 

Indiana Jones watched this and realized that a wrong choice meant death. So he began to analyze the sit-
uation as he looked over the cups. He remembered that Jesus was a carpenter, so He would likely have had a 
wooden cup. There was only one wooden cup among the group, so Jones drank from it and was proved right. He 
also used some of the water from it to heal his father, who had been shot by the bad guy. The cup of cursing to the 
foolish villain became a cup of blessing to Indiana Jones when he got his thinking straight and chose wisely. 

God’s Word gives us the ability to be wise not in our own eyes, but in the Lord’s eyes.

The Bible says there are only two cups in the world, “the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons” (1 Corin-
thians 10:21), and we cannot drink from both of them. If we choose foolishly, we drink from the bitter cup of the 
devil. But when we choose wisely, we drink in blessings. God’s Word gives us the ability to be wise not in our own 
eyes, but in the Lord’s eyes. 

THE BIBLE GIVES US 
THE DETAILS OF GOD’S WILL

The third of the psalmist’s six declarations in Psalm 19 about Scripture is also packed with good stuff. “The 
precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart” (v. 8a). Here David described the Bible using a word that means 
the particulars of divine instruction. 



Sometimes God states explicitly what He does and does not want us to do, while at other times He gives us 
general principles that apply to a multitude of situations. Both are designed to govern our character and conduct, 
and both are equally authoritative. God’s precepts just spell out things in more detail so that we can live a well-or-
dered life. 

God’s Precepts Are Always on Target

One example of a biblical precept is in Proverbs 6:1–5, where we are told not to become “surety,” or what we 
would call a cosigner, for another person’s debts. The reason is obvious: If the borrower defaults on the debt, we 
will be left holding the note and the debt. God’s Word tells us by way of principle to be wise in how we handle our 
finances, but Proverbs 6 gets down to a specific case of avoiding the trap of guaranteeing someone else’s debts. 

The great thing about the Lord’s precepts is that they are always “right,” or on target. They never miss the 
mark. This word in Hebrew means to show someone the correct path, the right way, the road he or she ought to 
take. Now in the case of avoiding surety, most folk would agree that this is the right thing to do because the risks 
of taking on another person’s debts are enormous. In fact, Proverbs 6 advises the person who has done this not to 
allow himself any rest until he gets out of that mess. 

But God’s precepts are right even when nobody else agrees.

But God’s precepts are right even when nobody else agrees. If the Bible says one thing and everybody else is 
saying another thing, then everybody else is wrong. The gospel is “foolishness” to the unsaved world (1 Corinthi-
ans 1:21), but it is the right path to take. Jesus spoke about two roads, the broad road that is crowded but leads 
to destruction, and the narrow road that has plenty of room because there are so few people on it (see Matthew 
7:13–14). Don’t be impressed because your friends are on the broad road. Everybody wants to be on that road 
because it looks like the way to go. But joy is found on the narrow road with Christ. 

The Word of the Lord is a pathfinder. It is the perfect document for people who don’t know what to do or 
which way to turn. It is better to be simple in the world’s eyes and need the Word than to be brilliant and think 
you don’t need it. 

There Is Joy in Following Jesus

When you obey God’s precepts, they rejoice your heart. When you follow the biblically prescribed path, you 
will be happy you took that road. 

How do you know when you’re on the right path, especially when everyone else seems to be going the other 
way? You know the path is right cognitively when it is the path that the Bible prescribes. But you know you are 
on the right path experientially when you have God’s indescribable joy in the midst of the journey, no matter how 
difficult or painful. 

It’s like a woman delivering her baby. It’s painful, but she knows the pain will produce joy when her baby is 
placed in her arms. The Word of God operating in the life of the believer will bring joy and rejoicing even when the 
way is painful. 

THE BIBLE GIVES US 
COMMANDS TO ENLIGHTEN US

There is more good news in Psalm 19, because the Word tells us, “The commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes” (v. 8b). This statement expresses the fact that the Bible’s teachings are divine mandates, 
which means they are not optional. God is not writing down suggestions for us to consider. Most people think the 
Bible contains ten commandments, but here David described all of God’s revelation as a commandment that is 



binding on us. 
God isn’t the only one looking for our obedience. Many other people want us to take their words seriously 

and obey what they tell us. How many times did your parents or teachers say to you as a child, “Did you hear what 
I said?” What they meant was, “Are you going to do what I said or not?”

The trouble with obeying others is that if you aren’t careful whom you obey, it can lead to disaster, because 
people’s commands are not pure. The world heard again and again this pathetic defense from Nazi leaders on 
trial in Nuremberg for killing Jews in World War II: “I was only following orders.” Some also tried to argue that as 
soldiers, they had been trained to follow their commanders’ orders and they saw this as their first duty no matter 
what they were told to do.

The Nazi horror is one of the worst examples of impure human commands that are not fit to be followed. 
But God’s commandments are free of all contamination. Following them will enlighten our eyes and help remove 
the impurities from our hearts so we can see things clearly. 

The opposite of having our eyes enlightened is to have them darkened or blinded. God blinds the eyes and 
hearts of those who refuse to listen to or obey Him. Jesus prayed in Matthew 11:25, “I praise You, Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them 
to infants.” The intelligent here are those who are wise in their own eyes and don’t feel they need God’s Word to 
enlighten them. But people who are dependent on God get to see life in the blazing light and truth of His Word. 

THE BIBLE WILL ENDURE FOREVER

We have two more statements about God’s transforming Word to consider from Psalm 19, and they just 
keep getting better. Beginning in verse 9 we read, “The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever.” 

The word clean is similar to pure in that it speaks of an absence of impurity or defilement. God conveys 
His truth without flaw or blemish. Psalm 12:6 declares, “The words of the Lord are pure words . . . refined seven 
times.” 

The fear of the Lord is the reverential fear or awe that the Bible inspires in the hearts of those who love Him 
and seek to live by His commandments and precepts. The fear of God will last forever, because even when we are 
in heaven with Jesus, God will not lose any of His majesty, and we will not lose the awe in which He wants us to 
hold Him. In fact, our awe of the Lord will be infinitely increased when we are with Him in His uninterrupted, 
holy presence. 

As the pure expression of God’s heart and mind, the Bible will also last forever. “Forever, O Lord, Your word 
is settled in heaven” (Psalm 119:89). The Bible is permanent and always relevant. It will never go out of date or 
out of print. 

We have talked about the permanence and never-ending popularity of the Bible. Instead of going out of 
print, the Bible keeps getting translated into more and more languages. 

People dedicate their entire lives to translating the Bible into the languages of obscure or forgotten tribes 
whose members may only number in the hundreds or thousands. Why? Because these translators are convinced 
that the Bible is the revelation of God that alone tells us how to be saved, and that when all else of earth is gone, 
God’s Word will remain. It was interesting to study philosophy in college and learn about the worldviews of great 
thinkers. Many of their ideas have been refined, replaced, or discarded altogether. But the Bible gives us the only 
worldview, and the only heaven view, that will last forever. 

THE BIBLE REVEALS GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS

Last certainly does not mean least in the case of Psalm 19:7–9, because the last of David’s six declarations 
about the Word of God is also great: “The judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous altogether” (v. 9b). 
Judgments refer to the ordinances or divine verdicts issued from the bench of the Supreme Judge of the earth. 
The Bible is our infallible standard for judging all of life’s situations. 



Because the Bible is the unadulterated truth of God, you might become right with 
God when you apply it.

God’s Word produces righteousness in the life of the believer who seeks to live by it. Because the Bible is the 
unadulterated truth of God, you become right with God when you apply it. 

God’s Word Is Surpassing in Its Value

The remaining verses of Psalm 19 may be read as expanding this final statement about God’s Word as His 
judgments. But more likely they refer to all that David has said in the previous section about the Bible and its val-
ue. But whatever the case, let’s look at them in closing because they answer an important, if unspoken, question: 
If the Bible is this incredible and sufficient for all of our needs, what priority should it have in our lives?

The psalmist spoke to this, and he didn’t stutter. The words of God are “more desirable than gold, yes, than 
much fine gold” (v. 10a). It would be news to many people in our culture that there is something more important 
than money. I would like to think that we as believers know that, but we unfortunately don’t always act like we 
know it. 

The first time some people realize there are more important things in life than money is on their deathbed. 
That’s when they want a Bible or someone who can tell them what life and death are all about. 

When legendary New York Yankees center fielder Mickey Mantle found out in a Dallas hospital that he was 
dying of a rapidly spreading form of cancer, a spiritual drama began to unfold that no one knew about until Man-
tle’s funeral, when his former teammate Bobby Richardson told the story. 

Mantle had always been afraid to talk about religion, but he knew the end was near. So he called for his close 
friend Richardson, a godly believer who had had an impeccable testimony among his Yankee teammates. Richard-
son came to Dallas and shared the gospel with Mickey Mantle on a Thursday. Mantle received Christ as his Savior, 
and when Richardson asked him how he knew he was going to heaven, Mantle weakly quoted John 3:16 with a 
big smile on his face. He died a few days later on Sunday morning. No amount of gold could have substituted for 
the gift of eternal life Mickey Mantle received on his deathbed.

Paul knew the surpassing value of the Scriptures. When he was in prison, he asked Timothy to bring his 
“parchments” (2 Timothy 4:13), his copies of the Old Testament. Paul knew that in his situation, he needed a 
word from God. The Word is more precious than your paycheck or anything your paycheck can buy, which means 
anything this world offers. 

God’s Word Is Sweet in Its Effect

Psalm 19:10 also says the Word of God is “sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.” 
That means it is better than any dessert you can dream of. Have you ever read a passage that became sweet to 
you? There’s nothing else like it. That’s why the Bible invites us, “O taste and see that the Lord is good” (Psalm 
34:8). 

We are not talking about just reading the Bible, but about tasting and savoring what God has said. There’s a 
big difference between reading about a kiss and kissing your sweetheart. The dictionary may accurately describe 
kissing as an expression of affection that involves two pairs of lips coming into contact with each other. But that 
doesn’t do anything for me. I want love I can feel. 

God wants you to taste and savor His Word. For David, the Word was something to be experienced as well as 
to be known. The Bible is true, but you want more than just the facts of Scripture. You want the reality of it. You 
want the Bible to take on life, which is the ministry of the Holy Spirit who gives life to the words on the page in 
front of you. And when that happens, the Scripture will become flavorful to you. 



God’s Word Is Powerful in Its Protection

In verses 11–13 of Psalm 19, the psalmist continued with a tribute to the Bible’s ability to protect believers 
from sin of every kind. These include “hidden faults” (v. 12), those deep-down flaws we may not always be aware 
of that can trip us up, and “presumptuous sins” (v. 13), those we plan and deliberately commit. David’s goal in all 
this was to be “blameless” and “acquitted of great transgression.” 

The psalm closes with a great prayer that expressed David’s desire to respond properly to the wonderful 
truth that God’s Word was all he would ever need. “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my rock and my Redeemer” (v. 14). 

God’s Word is sufficient for every area of life. All the ingredients you need to be acceptable to God are there 
in the Scripture. You don’t have to mess with the recipe. Just dig in and enjoy it. 

You may remember an old commercial for Prego spaghetti sauce. A man comes into the kitchen where his 
wife is making spaghetti. He looks at the sauce on the stove and asks, “Where are the tomatoes?” His wife an-
swers, “They’re in there.” 

Then he asks if the sauce has onions, and again she says, “They’re in there.” This goes on a few more times 
as the man asks about various ingredients and the wife says each time, “They’re in there.” Then we find out the 
reason this sauce is so comprehensive is that it’s Prego.

Well, God’s Word has it all in there too. If your life is falling apart, the help you need is already in the Word. 
You say, “I’m worried. Does God have a word for me?” Yes, it’s in there. “I don’t know how I am going to pay my 
bills.” It’s in there. “I just found out I have cancer.” It’s in there. 

Whatever you need, it’s in there, because the Bible is sufficient to address every need you will ever have. 
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