
BEEVILLE ADULT SOFTBALL LEAGUE BYLAWS AND POLICIES (MEN’S)

The Beeville Adult Softball League will play all games (regular season and tournament) under USA Softball 
(Amateur Softball Association, or ASA) rules, unless otherwise noted in these bylaws and policies

The following bylaws/policies regarding the playing rules have been adopted by the BASL:

1. The purpose of our softball league is first and foremost to HAVE FUN. All participants must realize that 
not all players will be on the same skill level, and that there may be vast differences in skill level between 
members of the same team or between two teams in the league. Boasting, bragging, taunting, verbally 
abusing and/or otherwise putting down other players will not be tolerated. This extends to the fans of each 
team as well. Teams are responsible for the actions of their fans and are subject to punishment by the 
umpire or any BASL representative if they do not attempt to control their fans. The umpire and/or a 
representative of the BASL reserve the right to issue warnings and ejections, or stop play and deem the 
game a forfeit in favor of the offending player’s opponent, if any of the above-mentioned behavior 
becomes too severe. Winning may be important to you, but good sportsmanship must take priority over 
wins and losses.

2. Regular-season games will be played on the same day of the week every week as determined prior to the 
start of the season. Games in the end-of-season championship tournament may be scheduled any day of the
week provided the managers from both teams agree to the proposed date.

3. In order to participate in the league, all players from each team must have a signed waiver form on file 
with the BASL. All players must be at least eighteen (18) years of age to play in the BASL. Waivers will 
be provided to the team managers and must be submitted to the league prior to beginning of play for that 
particular player.

4. Teams will be limited to twenty (20) roster spots. A preliminary roster must be submitted to the league 
prior to the team's first schedule game and final roster must be submitted to the league at least fourteen 
(14) days prior to the final day of regular-season play. The final roster may only contain players who are 
eligible for postseason play (please see Rule 5 below for details on postseason eligibility).

A. Players are permitted to play on multiple teams as game-day pick-ups, but are only eligible to play for 
one team in the end-of-season championship tournament.

B. No player pick-ups will be permitted during the end-of-season championship tournament.

C. Players must have played in at least HALF of their team’s regular-season games to be eligible to play 
in the end-of-season championship tournament.

D. Teams will be limited to a maximum of THREE (3) pick-ups for all regular-season games. A 
minimum of SIX (6) players listed on the team's roster must be on-site and available to play or the 
game will be ruled a forfeit.

I. Pick-up players CANNOT be used in place of a team's roster-listed player; they may only be used 
to complete a nine- or 10-person lineup.

II. Teams are NOT permitted to submit a lineup that features "extra hitters" if they are using pick-up 
players in the game.

III. Approved rulings regarding pick-up players:

a. Team A has six players from its roster at the game: Team A is permitted to pick up THREE
(3) players to complete a nine-person lineup. 

b. Team B has seven players from its roster at the game: Team B is permitted to pick up THREE
(3) players to complete a 10-person lineup.

c. Team C has eight players from its roster at the game: Team C is permitted to pick up TWO
(2) players to complete a 10-person lineup, but is not permitted to use a third pick-up player
for an 11-person lineup. 
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5. Managers will be responsible for submitting a lineup sheet prior to the game. Lineup sheets will be 
provided to each team at each game. Team managers must list their lineup with FIRST AND LAST 
NAMES OF ALL PLAYERS on the form, which will be presented to a BASL representative or the 
umpire prior to the start of the game. The lineup sheets submitted prior to the game will be the ONLY 
forms accepted for determination of a player's postseason eligibility. Score books with a player's name 
listed will NOT be accepted as proof of a player's participation in a game.

A. Team managers may only list players who are present at the field and are likely to play in the game on
the lineup sheet. If in the judgment of the BASL, a manager lists a player who is not present and does 
not play on the lineup form solely for the purpose of meeting postseason eligibility requirements, the 
game is subject to forfeiture by the offending team.

B. The designated home team is responsible for maintaining the official score book for all BASL games. 
The designated visiting team's manager must provide the home team's score keeper with a copy of 
their official lineup. In the event that the home team does not maintain a score book and the visiting 
team does maintain a book, the visiting team's score book becomes the official score book for the 
game. If neither team maintains a score book for the game, the score as tracked by the umpire will 
become official and NO protests about batting lineups and/or scores will be permitted.

6. Twelve-inch softballs will be used during league/tournament play. All teams, as part of your entry fee, will
receive twelve (12) men’s softballs to be used as game balls through the season. The league will also have 
extra softballs that may be purchased from the league during games.

7. The following softballs are the ONLY approved softballs that are permitted to be used during BASL play 
(softballs used by the BASL are ASA approved and must carry the ASA approved logo on the ball):

A. MEN’S SOFTBALLS

I. Champro CSB6Y (12 inch, .44 COR, 375 compression, durahide cover)

II. Champro CSB10Y (12 inch, .44 COR, 375 compression, leather cover)

III. Champro CSB24Y (12 inch, .52 COR, 300 compression, durahide cover)

IV. Champro CSB20Y (12 inch, .52 COR, 300 compression, leather cover)

8. Approved softball bats ONLY may be used during play. 

A. Approved bats must be manufacturer-stamped with a BPF NOT TO EXCEED 1.20.

I. EXCEPTION: Bats designated as “Senior League” bats or stamped with a “Senior League” stamp
are NOT permitted during BASL play. The BASL does NOT recognize any form of “Senior 
League Card.”

B. Altered or Illegal bats: If a batter enters the batter's box with or is discovered using a non-approved, 
illegal, or altered bat (whether a pitch is thrown or contact is made or not): The result is a dead ball, 
the batter is out, base runners must return to the last base occupied at the time of the infraction, the bat
is removed from the game, the manager is warned, and the player is ejected from the game and shall 
be suspended for the remainder of the season.

I. If a previous batter had used the same non-approved or altered bat and a pitch was made, the 
current batter only is assessed the effect listed above.

II. When a batter enters the batter's box with or is discovered using a non-approved, illegal, or altered
bat previously identified by the umpire or used by a prior batter (whether a pitch is thrown or 
contact is made or not): The manager is ejected from the game and will serve a one-game 
suspension; the player is ejected from the game and shall be suspended for the remainder of the 
season; and the team shall forfeit the game with the score being recorded as 9-0 in favor of the 
offending player’s opponent.
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9. Games are limited to fifty (50) minutes. No new inning may begin after the 50-minute mark of any game. 
The umpire on duty will be responsible for maintaining the official time if the timer on the outfield 
scoreboard is not being used.

A. If the 50-minute mark is reached while the HOME team is leading and is at-bat in the bottom of an 
inning, the game will be automatically ended with the current score standing as final.

B. If the 50-minute mark is reached while the VISITING team is leading and is at-bat in the top of an 
inning, the game will continue until the HOME team’s offensive half-inning is completed.

C. If the 50-minute mark is reached while the VISITING team is trailing and is at-bat in the top of an 
inning, the game will continue through the visiting team’s offensive half-inning and then ended with 
the current score standing as final.

10. A game is considered official if at least FOUR (4) complete innings have been played. If after four 
complete innings, the game is stopped for any reason, the current score will be deemed final.

11. Mercy/run rules are in effect. The run rules are as follows: 20 runs after three innings, 15 runs after four 
innings and 10 runs after five innings.

12. A team consists of at least TEN (10) players. Teams are permitted to begin the game with NINE (9) 
players, but the 10th spot in the lineup will be considered an OUT in every at-bat until a 10th player 
arrives.

A. If a team begins the game with nine players, upon arrival of the 10th player, the team manager must 
report to the umpire that a 10th player is being added to the lineup and that player may be added to the
lineup in the 10th spot.

13. Teams are permitted to use a lineup of eleven (11) players with an extra hitter (EH).

A. An extra hitter may NOT be added after the game begins.

14. All walks are one-base walks. Two-base walks are NOT used during men's league play.

15. Teams will have six (6) infielders and four (4) outfielders.

A. EXCEPTION: In the event a team begins the game with nine (9) players, the infield must still consist 
of six players. The remaining three players may play in the outfield.

16. All at-bats begin with a one-ball, one-strike count. In any count with two (2) strikes, the batter is afforded 
one foul ball/tip. Any subsequent foul ball/tip will result in the batter being called out.

17. A legal pitch is one defined as having an arc of between six (6) and twelve (12) feet. Any pitch that is not 
deemed legal by the umpire will be recorded as a ball.

A. The umpire shall call out “illegal” or “flat” on any pitch deemed not legal. If the batter does not swing 
at the pitch, the pitch will be recorded as a ball. The batter may still choose to swing at the pitch. A 
declared illegal pitch which is hit in play is treated as any other pitch with the result of the play 
standing (a declared illegal pitch counts as a strike if the batter swings and misses or fouls the pitch 
off).

18. Pitchers will be afforded a maximum of two (2) warm-up pitches between innings. Pitchers may use no 
more than one (1) minute to throw their warm-up pitches.

19. Teams are permitted to have ONE (1) courtesy runner per inning. The courtesy runner must always be the 
person who was retired for the previous out either in the current inning or the previous inning. No courtesy
runners are permitted until the first out is recorded in each team’s first offensive half-inning.
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20. Teams are limited to FIVE (5) OVER-THE-FENCE home runs per game. All subsequent home runs hit by
MALE players after the allotted five are recorded as outs.

A. Base runners and the home-run hitter are NOT required to complete the circuit of bases when a home 
run is hit. All base runners and the hitter may immediately return to the dugout following the home 
run. It is the responsibility of the TEAM MANAGER to ensure that the correct number of runs is 
credited to their team when a home run is hit.

21. The “MIDDLE RULE” will apply to all batters. An area marked by two lines on either side of the pitching
rubber will be considered a dead-ball area. If any player hits a ball that travels THROUGH AND 
BETWEEN the zone markings and, in the umpire’s judgment, the pitcher could have made a play on the 
ball, that batter is automatically out and no runners may advance on the play.

A. The home-plate umpire has sole discretion on all aspects of the rule. The ruling by the umpire on the 
call will stand as called, and no appeals will be heard unless specifically permitted by the umpire.

B. The ball must, in the umpire’s judgment, present a safety risk to the pitcher in order for the rule to be 
enforced (Slow-rolling grounders and balls hit above the pitcher’s reach that do NOT pose a safety 
risk remain live and must be played by the defense).

C. If, in the umpire’s judgment, the pitcher clearly vacated the zone between the markings in an effort to 
field a batted ball from a different position on the field, the ball shall remain live even if it passes 
between the zone markings.

22. TIEBREAKER PROCEDURES: Any tie, either after seven complete innings or after the time limit is 
exhausted, must be broken using the following tiebreaker procedure:

A. ALL EXTRA INNINGS: Each team in their offensive half-inning begins with a runner on SECOND 
BASE and ZERO (0) outs, and ALL batters begin their at-bat with a THREE-BALL, TWO-STRIKE 
COUNT. The runner on second is the player who was retired for the last out in the team’s previous 
offensive half-inning.

23. In the event that the outfield scoreboard is not in use during any game, the umpire on duty will track the 
score on a scoreboard near home plate. 

24. The BASL board of directors has the sole discretion to reschedule any postponed or weather-delayed 
games for ANY night of the week at ANY point in the season. The board will seek input from the 
managers of both teams before making a final decision on rescheduling a postponed or weather-delayed 
game.

25. ELIGIBILITY PROTEST: A formal protest may be filed with the BASL if an opposing player’s eligibility
is in question. The game will ALWAYS be played in its entirety as scheduled. Teams will be notified of 
all rulings on the eligibility of the player in question within two (2) business days or prior to that team’s 
next scheduled game. 

A. Per USA Softball Code Article 301, Part E, Protests about a player’s eligibility may be made at any 
time before, during or after a game, up to the next scheduled game for the team of the player in 
question.

B. If the player in question is deemed to not be eligible, the game in which the player participated will be 
deemed a forfeit in favor of the offending player’s opponent. All rulings by the BASL board of 
directors are considered final.

C. Eligibility decisions will not be made on-site unless the team’s next scheduled game is to be played 
that same day.

26. ALCOHOL: The City of Beeville and Veterans Memorial Park PROHIBITS the use of alcohol on the 
playing fields and/or in the dugouts of all of its baseball/softball facilities. Any player, manager and/or fan 
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found in possession of any alcoholic beverage on the field or in the dugouts is subject to removal from the 
facility.

A. Ice chests are NOT PERMITTED on the playing field and/or in the dugouts.

B. Glass containers are also PROHIBITED from use on the playing field and/or in the dugouts.

27. SMOKING: The City of Beeville and Veterans Memorial Park PROHIBITS smoking on the playing fields
and/or in the dugouts of all of its baseball/softball facilities. Any player, manager and/or fan found 
smoking on the field or in the dugouts is subject to removal from the facility. This rule also extends to the 
use of vapor/e-cig devices.

28. MUSIC: Teams are permitted to play music in their dugout during games. The umpire may, at their sole 
discretion, ask either team to turn down/turn off their music if it is deemed as a distraction to the opposing 
team.

29. SWEARING: Swearing/cussing directed at an opponent or teammate is strictly PROHIBITED in the 
BASL. Spectators are also PROHIBITED from swearing/cussing at any player or any other spectator. The 
umpire and any BASL board member may rule on swearing/cussing by players or spectators.

A. PLAYER PUNISHMENTS

I. First offense: Verbal warning from umpire/board member;

II. Second offense: Ejection from current game;

III. Third offense: Suspension from league for remainder of the season.

B. SPECTATOR PUNISHMENTS

I. First offense: Verbal warning from umpire/board member;

II. Second offense: Spectator will be asked to leave the park (Security/local authorities will be called 
to remove spectator if he/she does not leave voluntarily);

III. Third offense: Spectator will be barred from attending BASL games (Local authorities will be 
notified of indefinite expulsion and will be notified if offending spectator attempts to return to the 
park for BASL games).
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