
NCOBA Player Release Guide 
 
 
 
As of February 24th 2019, NCOBA has instituted a new by-law for the approval of player releases.  
Answers to some commonly occurring questions are shown below.  For more information, please 
refer to the NCOBA Player Release by-law which can be obtained from your local association or 
the NCOBA secretary (secretary@ncoba.ca). 
 
What is a player release? 
A player release is a document issued by NCOBA that allows a player to seek OBA Rep level playing 
opportunities outside their home boundary region.   
 
When would a player seek a release?  
NCOBA encourages all players to try out for OBA Rep baseball playing opportunities in the 
player’s home boundary region.  However, if a player attends a tryout but is not offered a roster 
position on a team in his/her home boundary region, or if there are special circumstances 
(described below), then this player may choose to request a release from their home association.  
A signed release document is required for a player to try out, and potentially be rostered with 
any OBA Rep team in NCOBA that is outside their home local association. 
 
My home local association does not offer an OBA Rep program at my level.  Do I require a 
release? 
No release is required.  You are allowed to join any OBA Rep team in NCOBA.  However, your 
player’s rights will still belong to your home local association.  If your home local association is 
able to offer a team at your level next year, you must return and try out in your home local 
association. 
 
What are the ‘special circumstances’ that would be considered to be valid grounds for a 
release? 
Special scenarios will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.  Some examples include, but are not 
limited to the following: 

- Unusual circumstances involving player residency. (e.g. split families, unique child care 
arrangements that prevent participation in local association events, etc…) 

- Social issues. (e.g. history of bullying involving another Rep team member in the local 
association) 

- A player played with a Rep team in an outside local in the previous year(s) without a 
release because no team was offered by their local association, and the player and family 
became invested in the outside local, and the player has been selected to play for this 
same outside association in the current year.  (2019 only) 

- The family received an unofficial promise of a waiver from their home local association 
before the new by-law was enacted. 



IMPORTANT: No releases will be granted for requests related to issues with the following features 
of an OBA program being run by the local association; fields, training, fees, coaches. NCOBA’s 
position is that all local associations offer OBA programs of good quality, while recognizing 
differences between how these programs are delivered, partly due to the different factors that 
an association must work with in each boundary region.  Player families are encouraged to 
volunteer and participate in the running and management of their local associations, particularly 
in cases where a family believes improvements can be made. 
 
I am in a situation where I need to obtain a player release – how do I do that? 
Fill out the first page of the Player Release Application (added to the end of this document) and 
send it to an executive member of your local association (typically the President, Secretary or 
Registrar).  The local association will fill out its section and forward to NCOBA within 7 days of 
receiving the request.  NCOBA will fill out its section and send back to the player and the local 
association within 7 days of receipt of the application.  If the application has been approved the 
local association must issue a signed release to the player.  If the application is not approved, the 
player can choose to play with their home local association, or to appeal the release application 
decision. 
 
My request for a release was not approved by my local association, and I would like to appeal 
this decision.  What should I do? 
To submit an appeal of a release decision by a local association, the following documents must 
be submitted to the NCOBA secretary (secretary@ncoba.ca) by the player: 1) the application for 
release made to the local association, 2) all evidence and correspondence submitted to support 
the application, 3) a copy of the decision made by the local association, 4) an application to 
NCOBA to appeal the release decision, and 5) an appeal fee of $100, to be paid to NCOBA.  The 
appeal will be evaluated by the NCOBA Executive Committee, which may ask for a meeting with 
representatives for the player and the local association.  If the appeal is not successful, then the 
player may choose to play for the home local association, or to submit an appeal of this decision 
to the OBA. 


