
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PLAYING RULES, POLICIES 
and PROCEDURES 

 
National Capital Ontario Baseball Association (2016) Incorporated 



 

 

2.1 MEMBERSHIP AND REGISTRATION  
 

 

Every Baseball Association or Team or Club presently a Member of the National Capital 
Ontario Baseball Association or desirous of joining the NCOBA shall send to the NCOBA 
Secretary a list of its Officers, a current copy of the By-Laws and Playing Rules, Policies 
and Procedures (Constitution), and Association/Club boundaries of such Association or 
Team or Club immediately following the Annual General Meeting of the respective 
Association or Team or Club.  

All Clubs of any Classification desirous of entering the NCOBA playdowns must 
affiliate through a Member in their area or as a direct entry to the NCOBA where 
there is no NCOBA Affiliated Member in that area. 
 

2.1.1.3 Clubs must register through the Ontario Baseball Association Affiliated Association in 
which they are playing, provided they have been released by their home Association, 
and not through the one to which they belong because of territorial rights. There will be 
no charge for the release of such team. 

 

 

2.2. BUDGET AND FEES  

 

2.2.1. Budget  

Unless otherwise changed by resolution of the Board, the financial year end of the Corporation shall be 
the 31st day of December in each year. The Treasurer will prepare a proposed budget for the 
subsequent year to be presented at the last monthly Executive Committee meeting prior to the Annual 
General Meeting. Once approved by the Executive Committee this budget and the supporting fees and 
fines will be the proposed budget for the next operating year. This proposed budget must be approved 
by the incoming Executive Committee at their first meeting following the Annual General Meeting. 
Changes to that budget during the year would require a majority vote of the Executive Committee. 

 

2.2.2. Fees  

The Annual Members fees are set by the Board of Directors for the subsequent year of operation. The 
amount of each fee is itemized in Appendix VII along with a summary of fines. Unless otherwise 
specified, any fee or fine must be paid within thirty (30) days of being levied or the team/association 
will not be in good standing and the amount will be taken from the Performance Bonds at the end of 
the season if not paid. The Annual Members' fees shall be: 

 

Performance Bond 
 

Performance Bonds are required of each and every team. Performance Bonds for teams entering 
into the NCOBA will $250. 

 

No later than 14 days prior to the Scheduling Meeting, all Performance Bonds for an Association MUST be 
in the possession of the NCOBA prior to the NCOBA Secretary approving of team applications, OBA Umpire 
Clinics, OBA Coaching Clinics, OBA sanctioned open or play-off tournaments, etc.  

It is understood and agreed that while a performance bond or any part thereof is being held by the 
NCOBA, that the same shall be invested in trust for the Local Association/Direct Entry, filing the same 
in the name of the NCOBA, and it is understood and agreed that all interest accrued on such 
investments shall become the property of the NCOBA, which funds are to be used by the NCOBA at its 
Board's discretion for the maintenance and care of the NCOBA. 

 

2.1.1.2. 

 

2.1.1  Membership 

2.1.1.1. 



 

 

Any Performance Bond, or portion of such, deemed inactive by the NCA Board, due to a team not 
being registered under the bond for a period of time, shall be redeemed by the NCOBA at the rate of 
10% of the original amount of the bond for each year that a team is not registered, commencing at the 
start of the second consecutive year that a team is not registered. 

 
Team Entry 

 
A Team Entry fee (see Appendix VII) for each and every team plus the current applicable Baseball 
Ontario Team Certificate Tax. 

 
All Team Entries shall be in the hands of the Secretary of the NCOBA not later than 7 days prior to 
the scheduling date set for that particular team(s). 

 
Although the Team Entry must be in the hands of the Secretary of the NCOBA prior to the scheduling 
date, the actual Team Entry fees are normally charged to the team/local association subsequent to the 
scheduling meeting. Should a team withdraw from competition after scheduling but prior to the start 
of the season, the team/local association will forfeit the team entry fee regardless of whether it has 
been paid at that time or not. Penalties for withdrawing from competition after the start of the season 
are addressed under 4.0 – League Playing Rules. 

 
Individual Player Fee 

 
(Player in this instance is to be defined as 'Registered Player'. All Managers/Coaches and other 
parties listed on the roster shall be charged the insurance fee, only, which is to be determined from 
year to year.) An Individual Player Fee (see Appendix VII), for each and every player. 

 
2.2.3. An Association, Single Entry, or Direct Entry in good standing with the NCOBA may request the return 

of an amount equal to their existing Performance Bond(s) on October 31st. At or prior to the Annual 
General Meeting, all Performance Bonds for an Association must be in the possession of the NCOBA 
prior to the Secretary's approval of applications for OBA Umpire/Coaching Clinics, OBA sanctioned 
open or play-off tournaments, etc. 

 
2.2.4. All Team Entry Forms, properly completed, along with the required Performance Bond, Team Entry 

Fee, and applicable Administration Fee must be received by the Secretary of the National Capital 
Ontario Baseball Association no later than seven days prior to the scheduling meeting which shall be 
held no later than the last Sunday of April. Team entries postmarked, fax dated or courier dated after 
the respective dates above may be accepted subject to late penalties (see Appendix VII). 

 
2.2.5. Insurance  

All teams/clubs registered with the NCOBA shall purchase the OBA Liability and Accident Insurance 
through the NCOBA at a cost to be determined annually by the NCOBA Board, subject to cost 
adjustments made by the OBA. The cost shall be determined by the NCOBA Board following the 
establishment of the Insurance fee for the current year, by Baseball Ontario. Other teams within the 
boundaries of the NCOBA and registered with Member Local Associations, may also purchase the 
OBA insurance plan through the NCOBA at the cost noted above. 



 

 

2.2.6.  Other Fees  
2.2.6.1. Bank Charges 

 The current bank charge plus an administration fee (see Appendix VII) will be assessed 
 for each cheque returned from the bank NSF, or for any bank fee imposed due to a 
 request from a member association or Team/Club. 

2.2.6.2. Special Handling Fee 
 All costs incurred in handling special requests, such as but not limited to overnight 
 courier services, expedited processing of players' certificates, etc., will be assessed back 
 to the requesting Association or Team/Club including an administration fee of 10% of the 
 costs. A minimum cost (see Appendix VII) plus the 10% administration fee shall apply. 

2.2.6.3. Collection Fee 
 All costs, with a minimum charge (see Appendix VII), incurred in the collection of 

outstanding monies, such as fees and fines, due to the NCOBA, will be assessed to the 
Member Association or Team/Club. If the costs are not paid within thirty (30) days, they 
will be recovered from the performance bond and the member Association or 
Team/Club will have an additional thirty (30) days to replace the monies taken from the 
bonds or face suspension. 

 
 
2.3. PLAYER REGISTRATION  
 
2.3.1. The names of all players in all Series must appear on an approved Baseball Ontario Team Roster. 
 
2.3.2. All coaches/managers must submit to their Local Registrar their roster (list of players with OBA 

Number {if returning Rep player}, birth date, address and telephone number, along with legible copies 
of birth certificates and releases, where required. 

 
2.3.3. Each Local Association has the option of preparing and submitting their own rosters or having the NCOBA 

Registrar do this on their behalf. If they choose to have the NCOBA Registrar do this they must inform the 
NCOBA Registrar no later than the date set for scheduling. A personal charge (see Appendix VII) for each 
initial team submission and an additional charge (see Appendix VII) for each resubmission will be levied. The 
charges will be collected through the NCOBA and passed to the Registrar. Either the Local Registrar of the 
NCOBA Registrar if so chosen, will update/create rosters for each team through the OBA website. The 
rosters will be submitted for approval by the NCOBA Registrar. Copies of required birth certificates and 
releases are to be forwarded to the NCOBA Registrar or NCOBA Secretary by e-mail or fax. Rosters will not 
be approved until birth certificates and releases are received. Copies of NCOBA and OBA approved rosters, 
birth certificates and player releases are filed with the NCOBA Registrar. 

 
2.3.4. Upon NCOBA Registrar's approval, the Local Registrar will receive notification, through e-mail, that a 

roster has been approved or rejected. An approved NCOBA roster will bear the NCOBA logo and date of 
approval in the bottom right corner of the roster. Should a roster be rejected for any reason by the 
NCOBA Registrar, the Local Registrar will receive notification, by e-mail, and an explanation will be 
found in the “Notes” section of the online roster system through the OBA website. 

 
2.3.5. Upon receipt of NCOBA approved rosters, Local Registrars are responsible for distribution to 

the appropriate coach/manager. 



 

 

2.3.6. Changes to rosters are made by adding or deleting names shown on the roster through the OBA 
website by either the Local Registrar or the NCOBA Registrar if so chosen with either a personal charge 
(see Appendix VII) to be paid through the NCOBA to the NCOBA Registrar for this work or a processing 
fee (see Appendix VII) paid to the NCOBA. If done locally the Local Registrar then notifies the NCOBA 
Registrar of the change and the approval process is repeated. The last day for submitting a roster or 
roster change without incurring an administrative fee is May 1; changes to previously submitted rosters 
may be made to June 15. 

 
2.3.7. OBA approved rosters are not distributed until mid-July. The NCOBA Registrar is notified of OBA approved 

rosters. The NCOBA Registrar notifies the Local Registrar of OBA approved rosters. Again, the Local Registrar 
is responsible for distribution of OBA approved rosters to the coaches/managers. Note, if coaches planned 
on attending a coaching clinic and did not attend, the OBA will remove that coach from the roster and said 
coach will not be allowed on the bench or field for the remainder of the season. 

 
2.3.8. Lost approved Team Rosters can be replaced by the Local Registrar through the OBA website. 
 
2.3.9. The NCOBA must forward to the OBA Taxes for all players and teams whether they participate in the 

OBA Play-offs or not. No player may participate in an OBA sanctioned tournament without his/her name 
appearing on an approved OBA Team Roster approved by the NCOBA Registrar or in the OBA play-offs 
without his/her name appearing on an OBA approved roster approved by the OBA. The Registrar of the 
NCOBA will at no time approve any Rosters until advised by the NCOBA Treasurer that all bonds have 
been filed, team entries paid, and the team/Local Association is in good standing with the NCOBA. 

 
2.3.10. No player shall be added to a Team Roster before September 15th of the preceding year, nor after 

June 30th of the current playing year. 
 
2.3.11. Players on the roster of one Club must be properly released before being added to a second Team 

Roster. This clause applies to ALL SERIES. Where a player has been released by his Club, said release 
must be approved and signed by an official with that authority of the affiliated Local Association of 
which his Club is a member before such release is valid. Any player added to a new Team Roster to play 
for another affiliated Club or playing for a non-registered OBA Club before his release from the first Club 
is signed, may be subject to suspension by the Executive Committee. 

 
2.3.12. Any player who has been available to play but has not been played by his Club in three (3) or more 

consecutive League games has the right to appeal to the NCOBA Executive Committee should 
his/her Local Association refuse to release him/her. 

 
2.3.13. Any previously submitted Team Roster returned by the NCOBA Registrar due to errors or omissions 

must be rectified and resubmitted to the NCOBA Registrar no later than June 15th otherwise the 
deadline for resubmitting the corrected roster and any associated documents is June 30th. 

 
2.3.14. Only players whose names appear on an approved Team Roster shall be eligible to participate in 

the National Capital Ontario Baseball Association. 



 

 

2.3.15. Team rosters must have twelve (12) players and may have a maximum of twenty-five (25) players. Each 
team roster must have at least one (1) Manager and /or one (1) or more Coaches, who are all certified 
in accordance with the requirements of Baseball Ontario and who shall be responsible for the team. If 
the team roster has less than 12 players, the team may make a request to the NCOBA Executive 
Committee to have the roster approved and if the Executive does approve then the Registrar would 
proceed with the approval process. 

 
2.3.16. When a player or the parent or guardian of a player fails to meet their financial obligations to the 

NCOBA, said player will not be permitted to participate in any team, program or event sanctioned by 
the NCOBA until such time as the Registrar of the NCOBA confirms in writing that the player or the 
parent or guardian of a player has met his financial responsibility. 

 
 
2.4. AGES  
 
Teams in the NCOBA must follow the age restrictions on players as published by the OBA. 
 
 
2.5. CLASSIFICATION OF CLUBS  
 
2.5.1. The NCOBA in accordance with the Rules and Regulations of the OBA shall determine representatives 

for Annual Competition in the classifications published by the OBA. All OBA rules regarding calculation 
of household numbers will be followed. If any Local Association feels it has a circumstance that does not 
fall under the provisions of the OBA classification rules, it has the right to appeal to the NCOBA. 

 
2.5.2. Team classification shall be determined, on the recommendation of the responsible Commissioner of 

the respective Series, by the Executive of the National Capital Ontario Baseball Association on the basis 
of competitive merit in accordance with the guidelines of the OBA at the Classification Meeting of the 
NCOBA. 

 
2.5.3. A Team/Club must participate in the NCOBA League established for the appropriate Series applicable 

to the Team/Club to be classified. 
 
2.5.4. All NCOBA team classifications must be in the hands of the Ontario Baseball Association on a date to 

be determined annually by the Ontario Baseball Association, but no later than the second Saturday 
before the August Civic Holiday. 

 
2.5.5. The Ontario Baseball Association shall be the final authority, who if it is deemed necessary in the 

interest of fair competition, may alter or change the nominations as submitted by the National Capital 
Ontario Baseball Association. 

 
2.5.6. For classification purposes, if a team has not reported the required information (i.e. win/loss 

record, tournament records, etc.) prior to the classification meeting, they will not be classified. 
 
2.5.7. No player may participate with more than one (1) Team or Club in any one (1) series. 



 

 

2.6. PLAYERS TO QUALIFY UNDER RESIDENCE RULES  
 
2.6.1. No player shall compete in any NCOBA League or Playoff games who has not been a bona-fide and 

continuous resident within the boundaries of the local association, indicated on the team 
registration form to which his Club belongs before June 1st of the baseball season, except in the case 
of students who shall be allowed to take up residence until June 30th or players below Senior when 
a bona-fide move of the family takes place before June 30th. 

 
2.6.2. Players must play within the boundaries of the local association in which he/she resides. 
 
2.6.3. Where a player does not reside within the boundaries of a Local Association or Team or Club or Direct 

Entry, OR the Local Association does not offer a team at the series the player qualifies for (series as 
defined by the OBA) the player shall be eligible to play for any Local Association within the NCOBA. 

 
 
2.7. PLAYERS CHANGING CLUB OR RESIDENCE  
 
2.7.1. All OBA Rules for Players Changing Clubs or Residence must be adhered to within the NCOBA 

including the procedures for releases and release appeals. 
 
2.7.2. All release appeals to the NCOBA are subject to an appeal fee (see Appendix VII). If the appellant is a 

player and the appeal is successful, then fifty percent (50%) of the amount of the fee will be returned. 
If the appellant is a team or association then no money will be returned if the appeal is successful. 

 
2.7.3. Once a player has received a release from his present team he shall have the right to play any place in 

the NCOBA. However, a player may return to the team at his/her place of residence at the beginning 
of any season without a release. Note: Local Association rules take precedence for the Association. 

 
2.7.4. A player who has applied for Change of Residence shall not participate in any game or practice until 

his transfer has been ratified by the NCOBA Registrar and by the Secretary of the OBA. 
 
2.7.5. Players wishing to leave the NCOBA to play for a team under the jurisdiction of another OBA affiliate 

must first secure a release from their Local Association prior to seeking the mandatory release from 
the NCOBA. Such requests for a release from the NCOBA will be heard by the NCOBA Executive 
Committee at a regularly scheduled meeting. If the request is denied, the appeal is to the OBA. 

 
Where the player seeking to play for a team outside of the NCOBA does not reside within the 
boundaries of a Local Association or the Local Association does not offer a Rep team at his series (as 
defined by the OBA), the player may apply directly to the NCOBA for a release. If, however, the home 
diamond of the team he wishes to go to in the other Affiliate is closest to his residence (as the 'crow 
flies') than any NCOBA team at his age no release is required. 

 
 
2.8. PLAYERS MAY ADVANCE TO HIGHER SERIES  
 
2.8.1. A player in any series, Junior and below, shall be allowed to advance and compete with a Club in each 

higher series in his own Local Association without affecting his status in the series and classification 
in which he signed. Any player who advances MUST PLAY with his ORIGINAL CLUB when the Club he 
advances to and the Club he signed with have games on the same DATE. NOTE: Any Club 
KNOWINGLY POSTPONING A GAME so that a player may advance, will be suspended from the 
NCOBA and the OBA playoffs. 



 

 

Advancing to participate in a playoff game shall be subject to the eligibility requirements of 
Clause 2.3.11 of the NCOBA Constitution and the rules of the League advancing to. 

 
2.8.2. A player may advance as follows: a Rookie may advance only to Mosquito, a Mosquito may only 

advance to PeeWee, a PeeWee may only advance to Bantam., a Bantam may only advance to Midget. 
 
2.8.3. Any non-NCOBA team requesting to play within the NCOBA shall provide the team roster to both 

the NCOBA Registrar and the commissioner of the series they are playing within. 
 
 

 
3.1 SCHEDULING MEETING  
 
3.1.1. The scheduling meeting for all teams in the NCOBA shall be held not later than the last day of April. 
 
3.1.2. The scheduling meeting shall be for the purposes of preparing schedules in all series, reviewing new rule 

and constitutional amendments, and determination of play-off format. Each team must have a 
representative (i.e. Manager or Coach) present to avoid any discrepancies in the schedule. 

 
 
 
 
4.1. LEAGUE PLAYING RULES  
 
4.1.1. All games played under the auspices of the NCOBA shall be played in accordance with the Official 

Rules of Baseball or as amended by the Board of the NCOBA or the Executive of the OBA. 
 
4.1.2. Amendments or interpretations to the Official Rules of Baseball or amendments of the OBA or NCOBA 

Board shall become effective immediately upon publication of the revised Rules of Baseball or 
adoption by the OBA or NCOBA Board. 

 
4.1.3. For all games played under the auspices of the NCOBA the following order shall set precedence 

for determining the applicable playing rule: 
 

A. NCOBA League Playing Rules or interpretations,  
B. OBA Playing Rules or interpretations, 
C. The Official Rules of Baseball or interpretations. 

 
Under no circumstances shall an NCOBA League Playing Rule amend an OBA Playing Rule such that 
the intent of the OBA rule is lessened. 

 
4.1.4. A team whose home Park is suitable for night baseball may play any or all home games under lights. 
 
4.1.5. Barring extenuating circumstances, all teams must play and properly report at least ninety percent 

(90%) of its games scheduled prior to the NCOBA classification meeting, to be considered for 
classification purposes, and must play and properly report ninety percent (90%) of its full schedule of 
games prior to the last day of the season to be eligible to compete in NCOBA and OBA play-offs. 



 

 

4.1.6. All rained out games MUST be re-scheduled and the date submitted to the Series Commissioner, as 
directed, within seven (7) days. The home team MUST make the first approach to reschedule. If the two 
(2) teams fail to agree upon a new date within seven (7) days the Series Commissioner shall then have 
the right to reschedule the game at his/her discretion. Any team failing to play game when ordered will 
automatically forfeit the game and will be fined (see Appendix VII). When despite the efforts of the 
commissioner and the teams to order the game to be scheduled on any date, it is not possible to 
reschedule a rainout game or a game that teams have agreed to reschedule, that game will not count 
as a default nor will it count as a game played by either team, nor will points be awarded for a victory. 

 
4.1.7. A team defaulting twice by failing to show on two separate scheduled dates in the current playing 

season shall be suspended immediately. The Team Manager and/or Coaches MUST appear before 
the NCOBA Executive Committee for consideration of reinstatement. 

 
4.1.8. Teams failing to fulfil their obligations in NCOBA play, as determined by the NCOBA 

Executive Committee, shall relinquish all or part of their Performance Bond to the NCOBA. 
 
4.1.9. In all NCOBA games the period for the Home Team to take batting and fielding practice is up to fifteen  

(15) minutes before the scheduled time of game. The VISITING TEAM's infield practice is for the next ten  
(10) minutes only. The HOME CLUB shall be required to notify the teams of the termination of their 
allotted time for the various practices. It shall be the duty of the Manager of the team at practice to 
order his team to vacate the diamond immediately. When a Club is late, only the remaining time shall 
be allotted for its practice in accordance with the above. 

 
4.1.10. In all NCOBA games, the diamond must be properly laid out; the batters' boxes marked; the pitcher's 

mound properly built up and the playing field kept sufficiently clear of spectators and obstructions 
for the proper performance of the players. 

 
 
4.2. SPECIAL LEAGUE RULES  
 
4.2.1. All special league rules outlined in the following sections shall apply in all Series, in all league games, all 

non-tournament games to determine league championships and all games to determine the NCOBA 
representative to OBA Championships. 

 
4.2.2. The scheduled starting time for all NCOBA games, regardless of Series, shall be the time 

published/posted by the Commissioner, in the printed league schedule, unless altered at the pre-
game meeting with umpires and with the agreement of both teams, and the umpires, because of 
unforeseen circumstances. 

 
4.2.3. Unless the score is tied, all regular season, non-tournament league playoffs and OBA determination, 

in the Rookie Ball, Minor Mosquito, Mosquito, Minor 12 PeeWee and PeeWee Series shall not exceed 
seven (7) innings. 

 
Unless the score is tied, in the Minor Mosquito, Mosquito, Minor PeeWee and PeeWee Series no 
new inning shall start after two (2) hours from the scheduled starting time. OBA mercy rules apply. 

 
When the score is tied play cannot end unless there is a park curfew or a situation where the lights go 
out; the game continues regardless of inning or time until a winner is determined. If the tie is in game 
1 of a scheduled double header, game 1 should continue until a winner is determined before game 2 
commences. 



 

 

In Rookie Ball, at the two (2) hour curfew and one team winning by ten (10) runs or more, the game 
is considered an Official game even if the normal Official game duration has not been reached (i.e. 
after four (4) innings played or three and one-half (3 ½) innings with the Home Team winning). 
Curfew will take precedence over innings played ONLY in Rookie Ball. 

 
4.2.4. OBA pitching rules and penalties regarding pitch counts apply to all NCOBA games. OBA Line-up 

Rules apply to all NCOBA games. 
 
4.2.5. Unless the score is tied, all games, regular season, non-tournament league play-offs and OBA 

determination in the Minor Bantam, Bantam, Bantam Girls, Minor Midget, Midget, Junior and Women 
regular season schedule shall be nine (9) inning games. Unless the score is tied, no new inning shall 
start after 2½ hours from the scheduled starting time. Also a mercy rule of fifteen (15) runs or more 
after five (5 or 4 ½ with the home team ahead) innings, or ten (10) runs or more after seven (7 or 6 ½ 
with the home team ahead) or more complete innings shall apply. The exception to this rule is that in 
double headers each game shall be seven (7) innings with a curfew of two (2) hours and a ten (10) run 
mercy rule shall apply after five (5 or 4 ½ with the home team ahead) or more innings. 

 
When the score is tied play cannot end unless there is a park curfew or a situation where the lights go 
out; the game continues regardless of inning or time until a winner is determined. If the tie is in game 
1 of a scheduled double header, game 1 should continue until a winner is determined before game 2 
commences. 

 
4.2.6. In Minor Peewee, Peewee, Minor Bantam, Bantam, Bantam Girls, Minor Midget, Midget, Junior 

and Women's ball OBA rules regarding re-entry (substitutions) apply. 
 

Neither OBA rules nor NCOBA rules allow for substitution of the catcher on the base paths with the 
'last out' when there are two outs in a half-inning. This may occur as part of 'local tournament rules' 
when time is an issue but is not part of regular play. 

 
4.2.7. In all Series, in all games, regular season, non-tournament league play-offs and OBA determination, in 

case of a called game due to rain, darkness, light failure, park or local curfew, etc. regulation rules 
shall apply. 

 
4.2.8. All tie games shall be played to completion if weather and light and park or local curfews permit. 
 

All innings in a tie game, played after the respective league curfew, shall be played as an extra inning. If a 
tie game cannot be completed on the scheduled date because of weather, darkness, light failure, park or 
local curfew, etc., if time and facilities permit the Series Commissioner may order the game replayed in 
its entirety, or continued, or recorded as a tie in the final win-loss record of both teams. 



 

 

4.2.9. In regular season NCOBA play a game is a regulation game (Official Game) when at the following point 
has been reached: for Rookie Ball, three-and-a-half (3 ½) innings with the home team ahead, four (4) 
innings, or two hours with one team ahead by ten (10) runs; for Minor Mosquito to Peewee, three-and-
a-half (3 ½) innings with the home team ahead or four (4) innings; for Minor Bantam to Senior, four-
and-a-half (4 ½) innings with the home team ahead or five (5) innings. Note that for Minor Bantam to 
Senior when the game length is reduced from nine (9) innings to seven (7) innings because it is part of a 
double header, the point at which the game is a regulation game does not change; it remains as four-
and-a-half (4 ½) innings with the home team ahead or five (5) innings. If the game is stopped for ANY 
reason prior to the game being an Official Game then it is deemed to be NO GAME. If the game is 
stopped for ANY reason other than default or mercy after becoming an Official Game the game is 
considered a Complete Game. The game will only be considered a Suspended Game if the game has 
reached Official Game status and the score is tied when stopped for any reason or the visitor has just 
taken the lead and the home team has not had their chance at bat in the bottom of the inning. The 
series commissioner will rule on where the suspended game will be continued. 

 
During NCOBA playoffs to determine the team proceeding to the OBA Provincials where a home and 
home series is being played, if a game is stopped for any reason other than default or mercy, it will 
be continued from the point of stoppage and the series commissioner will rule on where the 
suspended game will be continued. 

 
For suspended games, the costs associated with the resumption of that game (umpires etc.) remain 
the responsibility of the team/association responsible for the costs of the game when it started. 

 
4.2.10. Any Special League Rule(s) adopted by a league, at the Scheduling Meeting, which are not applicable to 

that league under the existing NCOBA or OBA Constitutions, must be approved by the NCOBA Board 
before use. 

 
 
 
 
5.1 CHAMPIONSHIPS and GAME COSTS and PROCEDURES  
 
5.1.1. Eligibility  

In order to be eligible to participate in the Ontario playdowns, Teams or Clubs must represent an 
Association, City, Town or Municipality within the boundaries of the NCOBA or an NCOBA 
approved Direct Entry. 

 
5.1.2. All players must have taken part in at least seven (7) NCOBA league games for his/her Club, in order 

to be eligible to play in the NCOBA Championships and/or playdowns for OBA Championships unless 
otherwise agreed to as per Clause 2.5.3. 

 
 
 
 
5.2. OBA PLAYDOWNS  
 
5.2.1. The National Capital Ontario Baseball Association shall conduct any necessary playdown(s) in all 

applicable classifications for the purpose of determining the NCOBA representatives in the 
Ontario Championships. 



 

 

5.2.2. The NCOBA must declare representatives for participation in the Ontario Championships, and those 
representatives must be prepared to enter play-downs when necessary on the dates as set by the 
OBA Executive (for all series) but in NO case shall that date be later than the FOURTH (4th) Saturday 
in August. 

 
5.2.3. In order that the final games may be played prior to NCOBA and OBA deadlines, all teams competing 

in NCOBA games may be required to play two (2) or more games a week. 
 
5.2.4. Any team failing to play a game when ordered will automatically forfeit their right to continue in 

NCOBA play. 
 
5.2.5. Where exceptional circumstances arise in any League, the Series Commissioner shall request that the 

Secretary submit an application to extend the date of declaring a representative for OBA playdowns. 
 
5.2.6. Criteria for Advancing to the OBA Championships and OBA Playdown formats: 
 

1) Where multiple teams are permitted to attend in any classification, the team finishing highest in the 
regular season standings amongst those of the same classification automatically gets one of these 
seats without the risk of losing it. All others will play a best of three (3) series with the team who has 
best winning percentage being declared the home team in game one (1) and three  
(3). This bye can be refused by the head commissioner or NCOBA Board of Directors 
without means of appeal, if scheduled league games possibly affecting the league results 
were not played. The remaining eligible teams will hold a playdown to determine the 
remaining representative(s).  

2) Where a single spot is permitted by the NCOBA at any classification the team finishing highest in the 
regular season amongst those of the same classification automatically gets a place in the final play 
down pairing as the home team. All others will play a best of three (3) series with the team who has 
best winning percentage being declared the home team in game one (1) and three  
(3). Byes [if applicable] will also be determined based on highest winning percentage. Tie 
breaking formula for determining standings is the same as that listed later for the 
NCOBA Divisional Championship  

3) In no case shall a playdown involve a team that placed lower than fourth (4th) in league 
play when compared to teams that hold the identical classification.  

4) Home field advantages throughout playdowns will be determined by league standings 
as determined first by win/loss percentage and then using the tie breaker noted below.  

5) Teams playing outside the NCOBA must enter a playdown if there are more teams than 
positions available at provincials. Home field advantage between two teams that played outside 
the NCOBA will not be determined by standings in another loop. That will be determined at the 
plate by coin toss or in advance by coin toss through the Head Commissioner.  

6) In any split division where not all teams play each other during the regular season no bye will 
be permitted. A playdown will be mandatory in such a division.  

7) Commissioners are NOT permitted to determine eligibility under these rules. The Head 
Commissioner shall be responsible for determining playdown eligibility and his/her decision 
if disputed may be appealed in writing to a committee of three (3) NCOBA Officers as named 
by the NCOBA President who shall make a final ruling based solely on the written appeal.  

8) Where time constraints or travel distances are a concern, the Head Commissioner may order at 
his/her sole discretion that the first two games be played as a home and home double header. 
Where four (4) teams are competing for one spot a sudden death playdown may be ordered 
when time will not permit a “best of” series. In this case one (1) will play four (4), two (2) 
versus three (3) in round one (1). 



 

 

9) Where four (4) teams are competing for one spot a sudden death playdown may be ordered 
when time will not permit a “best of” series. In this case one (1) will play four (4), two (2) 
versus three (3) in round one (1). 

10) Where three (3) teams are competing for one spot a sudden death playdown may be ordered 
when time will not permit a “best of” series. In this case two (2) will play three (3), three (3) 
will play one (1), and, if necessary, one (1) will play two (2).  

11) Number of innings and mercy rules for home and home series games in playdowns will be the 
same as those in use during the regular season for the particular division; however there will 
be no time limit. 

 
 
 
 
5.3. NCOBA DIVISIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS  
 
5.3.1. The NCOBA will conduct an end-of-season championship (or championships) for all divisions. These 

championships are only available to the teams that played in the division in the regular season. 
Teams that applied and were approved to play elsewhere are excluded. NCOBA Championships must 
have confirmed FORMAT, DATE and LOCATION (host) before June 15th in each year. 

 
5.3.2. All teams who have earned the right by virtue of their final standings in league play, must participate 

in the NCOBA Championships. 
 
5.3.3. The NCOBA Board will approve the end-of-season championship formats for the divisions. These can 

either be tournament formats or where there are insufficient teams in a division for a tournament, 
they can be home and home playoff series. This championship tournament or playoff is to be held no 
later than the end of August. If deemed necessary, the Series Commissioner has the power to order a 
tournament or a single game(s) to be held to declare a winner. 

 
5.3.4. NCOBA Divisional Championship – Tournament Format Barring extenuating circumstances, NCOBA 

championship tournaments will be comprised of not more than eight (8) teams, one (1) of which may 
be the host club. The format of the eight (8) team tournament will match the OBA Championship eight 
(8) team double knockout format. Regular season standings will be used to place the teams in the 
following matchups: 1vs 8, 4 vs 5, 3 vs 6, 2 vs 7 (substituting the host club for the 8th place team if the 
host is not in the top eight (8) positions). 

 
If a tournament is played, each team may be required to pay an entry fee which is not to exceed 
the approved limit (see Appendix VII), subject to Board approval and which is to cover the cost of 
the tournament. 

 
In all NCOBA tournament style play-offs games, ALL GAMES will be seven (7) innings with an eighteen  
(18) run mercy rule after three (3) (two-and-a-half (2 ½) if the home team is ahead) or more innings 
and a ten (10) run mercy after five (5) (four-and-a-half (4 ½) if the home team is ahead) or more 
innings. No NEW inning is to start after two (2) hours from time of the first pitch unless the game is tied 
in which case it must continue until a winner is determined. 

 
5.3.5 NCOBA Divisional Championship - Home and Home format In all series of the home and home style 

play-offs it shall be the best two (2) out of three (3); except in the final series in any category, if both 
clubs agree, a longer series may be permitted. The Series Commissioner shall reserve the right to order 
a sudden death game in any semi-final or final play-off. Game lengths, mercy rules, and time limits for 
these home and home games are the same as in the regular season for the particular division. 



 

 

5.3.6. The higher ranking team in the final League standings, shall have the Home grounds for the third 
or deciding game. The standings in all Series shall be determined by won/loss percentage. 

 
5.3.7. In the case of ties in the standings as determined by the won/loss percentage, the higher ranking 

team will be determined by the following order of tie breakers: 
 

The most league games played.   
Time and facilities permitting, as determined by the Series Commissioner, a single game(s) 
be played by the tied teams.  
The results of the games) involving the tied teams,  
Runs for less runs against involving the tied teams,  
Runs for divided by runs against involving only the tied teams,  
Runs for less runs against in the total league games played,  
Runs for divided by runs against in the total league games played,  
If a tie still exists, a coin toss by the League Commissioner will be made.  

 
5.3.8 Game Costs and Procedures  

In all NCOBA League, OBA play-down or play-off games, the Home Club or in the case of a tournament, 
the hosting local, shall have control of the arrangements for grounds, umpires, convenors, official 
scorekeeper, and game necessities. Where one team travels to play a regular season doubleheader at 
another team' location, the host team is still responsible for the umpire costs etc. regardless if the 
team' split who is the home team for the two games. 

 
5.3.9. Each mnager will provide a batting card (printed first and last names, jersey numbers, and positions, and 

any substitutable players) to the Umpire-in-Chief prior to the commencement of the game. Bona-fide 
players of either team who arrive after the commencement of the game, may have their names added 
to the list upon reporting to the Umpire-in-Chief. 

 
5.3.10. All completed score sheets, batting cards signed by the Plate Umpire, reports, and play-off forms 

mustbe mailed (postmarked) by the home tam to the Series Commissioner within twenty-four (24) 
hours of the conclusion of each game. 

 
 
5.4. DIVISION OF RECEIPTS  
 
5.4.1. In all games, the visiting tam shall be responsible for the costs of their own travelling. I the case of a 

default by the home team, the home tam may be liable for he travelling expenses of the visiting team 
at the approved rate (see Appendix VII) per kilometerone way, incurred by the opposing team. 

 
5.4.2. If the visiting team defaults a game, the vsiting team may be responsible for game expenses but 

imited only to the following: umpire fees, lining of field, and use of lights. 
 
5.4.3. All financial claims for expenses must be in the hands of the National Capital Ontario Baseball 

Association Secretary in writing within fourteen (14) days of the time of occurrence. 
 
5.4.4 Any team that does not play either the games defined by the Series Commissioner as part of an OBA 

Playdowns or participate in the NCOBA Divisional Championships when they have qualified, may 
have their coaching staff suspended and pay a fine (see Appendix VII). 



 

 

6.1. GAME REPORTS  
 
6.1.1. For all games, either League, Tournament, or Playoff played by a NCOBA team, NCOBA Official Score 

Sheets must be completed in FULL. The home club in games played within the boundaries of the 
NCOBA is responsible for completing the game sheets in full and retaining these for the balance of the 
season. The game number, date, both teams involved and final scores and ejections are to be reported 
electronically on the NCOBA online game report form to the Series Commissioner within twenty-four  
(24) hours of the completion of the game. Failure to forward the sheets and information shall result in 
a fine (see Appendix VII) for each game not reported, at the Commissioner's discretion. 

 
6.1.2. NCOBA approved score sheets and batting cards may be obtained in lots of twenty-five (25) from the 

NCOBA Secretary by any association or team or club at a price to be determined annually by the 
NCOBA Executive Committee. 

 
6.1.3. For all NCOBA regular season or playoff games, the home team scorekeeper shall be the 

Official Scorekeeper. 
 
6.1.4. The Official Scorekeeper shall score the game on National Capital Ontario Baseball Association game 

sheets. The home team manager shall be responsible for retaining the original completed copy of 
each score sheet (home and visitors) and completing the online game report form noted in Clause 6.1. 

 
1.5. The home team manager shall supply a NCOBA batting card to the visiting team manager. The manager 

and coaches present shall identify themselves, the players and all substitutes on the batting card by 
printing first and last name, playing position, and jersey number for each and every player, manager and 
coach, present or expected to be present at the game. Managers shall exchange batting cards, including 
tendering the original copy of each lineup to the Home Plate Umpire prior to game time or at the 
presentation of ground rules. Additional players names with jersey numbers may be added to the 
batting cards upon the players' arrival at the game. 

 
61.6. The Home Plate Umpire shall record all substitutions on his copy of the batting cards. Upon 

completion of the game he shall sign his copies and return the copies to the Official Scorekeeper. The 
Official Scorekeeper shall attach the batting cards to the game sheets for retention by the home team 
with the game sheets for the duration of the season. 

 
6.1.7. Teams must report to the respective Series Commissioner the results of play-off games, including 

NCOBA play-offs for OBA representation, OBA preliminary round play-off games, within twenty-four 
(24) hours of the game(s). All tournament results and OBA Championship game results are to be 
reported within 5 days of the conclusion of the tournament. Failure to report within the required times 
shall result in a FINE (see Appendix VII) per tournament or play-off round. 

 
Teams must report, by telephone, to the respective Series Commissioner the results of all tournament 
and play-off games, including NCOBA play-offs for OBA representation, OBA preliminary round play-off 
games and OBA championship tournament games, within twenty-four (24) hours of the game(s). 
Failure to report, by telephone and submission of game sheets, within the required times shall result in 
a FINE (see Appendix VII) per tournament or play-off round. 



 

 

7.1. OFFICIAL BASEBALLS  
 
7.1.1. The OBA list of approved baseballs for the upcoming season will be used. 
 
 
8.1 OFFICIAL FIELD DIMENSIONS  
 
8.1.1. The Official Field dimensions used in League and Championship play are as published by the OBA. 
 
 
9.1. SERIES COMMISSIONER  
 
9.1.1. The Executive Committee shall appoint a Series Commissioner to handle each Series. The Commissioner 

shall have the power to disqualify any team for refusing or failing to play when ordered. 
 

9.1.2. The Series Commissioner shall be responsible for the coordination of preparation of the League Playing  
Schedule, presiding at the scheduling meeting for his/her series, maintaining up-to-date league 
standings, issuing Permission to Enter Forms to OBA sanctioned tournaments, determining NCOBA 
play-off participants and opponents, and any other responsibilities that might arise during the 
operation of the league. 

 
9.1.3.  The Series Commissioner shall classify all teams/clubs in his series and notify each team of the 

recommended classification within one (1) week of the NCOBA classification meeting. 
 
9.1.4. Wherever possible the Series Commissioner, or an NCOBA Executive Committee member should 

be present at all deciding games in a final series. 
 
9.1.5. The Series Commissioner shall make arrangements for playoffs by contacting clubs personally 

regarding dates and times for all games and any further arrangements that might be necessary. 
 
9.1.6. The Series Commissioner must make such playoff contacts at least thirty-six (36) hours in advance of 

said date and times. 
 
9.1.7. The Series Commissioner shall decide annually at the scheduling meeting in conference with the league 

entrants, the method by which each League Championship shall be declared. This method shall consist 
of one (1) of the following: 

 
Home-and-home series style play-offs.   
A tournament which may be true or altered double knock-out, round-robin, or a 
combination thereof.  
A combination of both.  

 
Home-and-home series may at the same time, serve as a playdown round to determine 
OBA representation. 



 

 

10.1. MANAGERS, COACHES, AND TEAM STAFF  
 
10.1.1. In all games played by a team registered with the NCOBA at least one (1) coach or manager, signed to 

an OBA Manager/Coach card, shall be present. 
 
10.1.2. All managers and coaches and team staff come under the jurisdiction of the umpires and are subject to 

penalties. The umpires shall see that the rules governing coaches in ALL GAMES are strictly enforced. 
 
10.1.3. As per the Official Rules of Baseball, in Minor Bantam and above, any team member in uniform may 

act as a base coach. 
 
 
11.1 UMPIRES  
 
11.1.1. Registration  

All umpires must be first approved by the Association which is affiliated with the NCOBA before they 
qualify as Registered Ontario Baseball Association Umpires. The umpire is to pay a registration fee as 
set by the OBA Supervisor of Umpires. 

 
11.1.2. The NCOBA Umpire-in-Chief shall maintain and annually update a list of OBA registered umpires within 

the NCOBA, with their full address, postal code and telephone numbers. All applications and 
recommendations are to be renewed yearly. 

 
11.1.3. All umpires who have been approved and recommended should affiliate with an Umpires Association in 

their district. Where none now exists an Umpires organization should be formed. This Association in 
turn shall affiliate with the local affiliated Association in their area. In districts where there are no 
affiliated associations established, the clubs making application for direct entry into the NCOBA must 
follow the same procedure and recommend the names of umpires to be registered. 

 
11.1.4. To qualify for an OBA Umpires Card, an umpire must attend an OBA Umpires Clinic and pass a 

written test annually, as required by the Baseball Ontario Supervisor of Umpires. 
 
11.1.5 Game Attire  

All Umpires shall be properly dressed, when officiating at any baseball game under the jurisdiction of 
the NCOBA. as approved by the OBA Umpiring Committee. Failure to comply could mean loss of 
accreditation. 

 
11.1.6 Game Requirements and Management  

Umpires handling NCOBA games must have an OBA registration card. The home plate umpire must 
be currently registered at the corresponding OBA Umpire Level and be registered with the OBA. The 
base umpire must also be currently registered with the OBA. In all NCOBA playoff games, only 
umpires certified at the OBA Level for the Series with a current OBA registration card may officiate. 

 
11.1.7. All umpires are the official representatives of the NCOBA Executive Committee and are to be 

respected as impartial in all games and on all plays. 
 
11.1.8. All umpires must be prepared to show their Umpire's Card to managers of clubs and NCOBA convenors 

prior to the commencement of the game. No request to see an umpire's card shall be accepted after 
the game has commenced. 



 

 

11.1.9. In all regular season, exhibition, or playoff games, the home club shall supply at least two (2) umpires 
for the game except as required under Clause 11.1.10 or exempted by Clause 11.1.6. The home club 
shall assume all costs for both umpires in accordance with Section 11.1.15. 

 
11.1.10. In the event that umpires, as required by Section 11.1.6 for league games, are not available at 

game time, replacement umpires, OBA accredited or otherwise, will be used to ensure that the 
game is played. The use of replacement umpires shall not be a basis for protesting the game. 

 
11.1.11. The home club in a home-and-home series shall notify and supply OBA registered umpires. 

Any visiting club who wishes a change of umpires for the third or deciding game only, may 
request same through their Series Commissioner, but must pay the umpires mileage and fees 
plus any other extra costs that may occur. 

 
11.1.12. In all home-and-home play-off final series, in Minor Bantam, Bantam, Minor Midget, Midget, 

Junior and Senior Series three (3) umpires shall officiate while two (2) shall suffice in Minor 
Mosquito, Mosquito, Minor PeeWee and PeeWee. 

 
11.1.13. No umpires will be paid by the NCOBA. The home club except as stated in Clause 11.1.11 

must assume the umpire fees. 
 
11.1.14. The Home Plate Umpire and Base Umpire(s) must file individual and complete reports to the 

NCOBA Umpire-in-Chief concerning accidents, ejections, delays in starting, and protests. This 
report is to be signed by the respective umpire. Reports must be forwarded for each game 
within twenty-four (24) hours of the time of the incident. 

 
11.1.15 Umpire Fees 

 Umpire fees for NCOBA play shall be the responsibility of the local association or home team. 
 
11.1.16. Mileage allowance for NCOBA umpires is at the OBA approved rate per kilometer one (1) way 

for all Series. When two (2) or more umpires come from the same city or town to the game, 
only one (1) will be paid mileage allowance. 

 
11.1.17. In all NCOBA games which are postponed because of rain or other causes, if the umpires arrives 

before notification of the postponement, they shall be entitled to payment of one-half (½) fees plus 
mileage. If the game has been started, the Umpires will be entitled to full fees and mileage. 

 
 
12.1. UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENT  
 
12.1.1. Uniforms  

Provided the teams are completely uniformed, the uniformity as laid down by the Official Playing 
Rules of Baseball shall be disregarded and no protest will be considered by the NCOBA after the game 
has been played. 

 
12.1.2. In all games played by a NCOBA team, all team members, including the manager (head coach), coaches, and 

players MUST be in COMPLETE AND MATCHING BASEBALL UNIFORM in order to participate in the game on 
the field. All other personnel must be appropriately dressed while in the bench area. 



 

 

Note: Complete Baseball Uniform shall consist of: 
 

Corresponding tops or jersey.   
Corresponding (similar) baseball caps.  
Baseball pants (NOT SHORTS, JEANS OR TRACK SUITS).  
Baseball socks and stirrup socks.  

 
12.1.3. All uniform tops or jerseys worn during a game shall have the player's number firmly affixed to the 

back of the jersey. The size of the number shall be such that the entire number is visible above the top 
of the baseball pants but no smaller than 200mm (8" from top of number to bottom of number. Shirts 
worn under the baseball top do not require numbers unless the back of the shirt is visible. 

 
12.1.4. It is strongly recommended that players advancing (paragraph 2.8) wear the uniform of the team 

to which they are advancing. 
 
 
13.1. EQUIPMENT  
 
13.1.1. All batters and base runners and the on-deck batter must wear a prescribed protective baseball 

helmet with flaps, covering both ears. Any helmet changes shall be requested of the umpires and for 
safety reasons only. 

 
13.1.2. In Minor Rookie Ball, Rookie Ball, Minor Mosquito, Mosquito, Minor PeeWee and PeeWee series, 

shoes with metal cleats are prohibited. 
 
13.1.3. All catchers must wear a protective baseball helmet and an acceptable throat guard properly affixed 

to the mask. 
 
13.1.4. In addition to wooden bats, metal bats shall be allowed in NCOBA play. Subject to the following, these 

bats shall meet the dimensional requirements, specified in Rule 1:10 of the Official Rules of Baseball. 
In Minor Bantam, Bantam, Minor Midget, Midget, Junior and Senior, only wood bats (including 
composite wood bat) shall be used in all games. Metal/wood bats are not to be considered wood. 



 

 

14.1. PROTESTS, COMPLAINTS AND APPEALS  
 
14.1.1. Protests  

All protests must be filed (postmarked or e-mailed or faxed) with the Secretary of the NCOBA within 
forty-eight (48) hours of the scheduled time of the game being protested. A deposit (see Appendix VII) 
will be given to a member of the Executive of the Local Association of the protesting team, and held in 
trust. The name and position of the Executive member, holding deposit in trust, must be identified in 
the protest. The deposit must be submitted to the NCOBA Secretary by the next scheduled NCOBA 
Executive Committee meeting or the protest hearing, whichever occur first. If the deposit is not 
submitted by the next scheduled NCOBA Executive Committee meeting or the protest hearing, 
whichever occurs first, an approved amount (see Appendix VII) will be withdrawn from the protesting 
team's Performance Bond and the protesting team will be suspended. The approved amount must be 
repaid to the NCOBA for reinstatement of the team. If the protest is upheld, only the amount equal to 
the original deposit amount will be withdrawn from the Performance Bond and the protesting team 
suspended until that amount is returned. When a Protest is allowed the fee will be returned to the 
Protesting Club by the NCOBA. When a Protest is disallowed, the fee will be retained by the NCOBA. 

 
14.1.2. Once a Protest has been dealt with by the NCOBA Executive Committee or other committee, delegated 

to act in such matters by the NCOBA, any ruling handed down will be considered as final by the 
NCOBA. No further action will be taken. 

 
14.1.3. The President of the NCOBA has the power to appoint a committee to handle all protests which must be 

disposed of within five (5) days from the time the Secretary receives the Protest and evidence in 
support thereof. 

 
14.1.4. All protests and evidence in support thereof, must be in duplicate and signed by an Officer of the protesting 

club and an Officer of the parent affiliated association. A copy of said protests, etc., and evidence must be 
served upon the Management of the Protested Club and also forwarded to the National Capital Ontario 
Baseball Association Secretary within forty-eight (48) hours after the said game. The club protested shall be 
allowed thirty-six (36) hours to file a defence and evidence with the Secretary of the NCOBA and the 
Management of the Protesting Club. The copy of the defence forwarded to the NCOBA Secretary must be 
accompanied by a deposit (see Appendix VII) to be forfeited to the NCOBA should the protest be allowed. A 
reply to the said defence may be served upon the management of the protested Club with a copy to the 
NCOBA Secretary at least twelve (12) hours before the time fixed by the NCOBA for hearing the protest. The 
fee of the defending club will likewise be retained in the case of a win by the protesting club. Each Club may 
be represented at the hearing by two (2) representatives, Only one (1) of whom shall be permitted to speak. 
WHERE ASSOCIATIONS OR CLUBS ARE ONLY CALLED IN TO GIVE EVIDENCE THEY SHALL NOT BE REQUIRED TO 
DEPOSIT A DEFENCE FEE. 

 
14.1.5. All correspondence re: protest and defence of appeals must be forwarded by REGISTERED MAIL, 

COURIER SERVICE, FACSIMILE MACHINE, PERSONALLY DELIVERED. OR E-MAIL. Affidavits, witnessed 
by Notary Public, MUST accompany all aforementioned correspondence. 

 
14.1.6. Protests based on umpires' judgement decisions will not be permitted. 
 
14.1.7. A protest based on an umpire's interpretation of the rules must be lodged with the umpires before the 

game resumes, and the opposing team and scorekeeper must also be advised by the umpire before 
the game resumes. 



 

 

14.1.8. Protests which in the opinion of the President, as advised by the Series Commissioner, are based 
solely on technicalities which cannot have any possible bearing on the outcome of the game will not 
be entertained. 

 
14.1.9. Clubs and/or players which knowingly play against INELIGIBLE PLAYERS and do willfully conceal this 

knowledge from the NCOBA until it shall suit their convenience to use it in any protest which may arise 
shall be considered equally guilty with the offending club or players and shall be dealt with accordingly. 

 
14.1.10 Complaints  

Complaints based on umpires' judgement decisions will not be permitted. 
 
14.1.11. A complaint based on an umpire's interpretation of the rules must be lodged with the NCOBA 

Umpire Committee within twenty-four (24) hours of the conclusion of the game. 
 
14.1.12. A complaint regarding the actions or eligibility of a team or individual team personnel must be 

lodged with the NCOBA Series Commissioner within twenty-four (24) hours of the actions. 
 
14.1.13 Appeals  

Appeals based on umpires' judgement decisions will not be permitted. 
 
14.1.14. A club, manager, coach or player that has been suspended shall have the right to appeal to 

the Executive Committee for a hearing. All appeals must be accompanied with a specified fee 
(see Appendix VII). If the appeal is upheld, half of the fee will be returned to the appellant. 

 
14.1.14. An appeal based on an umpire's interpretation of the rules must be lodged with the 

NCOBA within twenty-four (24) hours of the conclusion of the game. 
 
14.1.15. Appeals to team classifications may be made to the respective Series Commissioner up to three  

(3) days prior to the NCOBA classification meeting. Further appeals to classification will be 
accepted from association and teams/clubs at the NCOBA classification meeting. The appeal 
must be accompanied by a non-refundable administrative fee (see Appendix VII) for each 
team appeal. This non-refundable administrative fee will be retained by the NCOBA. 

 
14.1.16. Appeals to classification changes made by the NCOBA Executive Committee at the NCOBA 

classification meeting will be accepted up to three (3) days following the NCOBA classification 
meeting. The appeal must be accompanied by a non-refundable administrative fee (see 
Appendix VII) for each team appeal. This non-refundable administrative fee will be retained by 
the NCOBA. Appeals by an association or team/club of rulings made by a Series Commissioner, 
convenors, etc. shall be dealt with by the NCOBA Executive Committee or a committee 
delegated to act on such matters by the NCOBA. The appeal must be accompanied by a 
nonrefundable administration fee (see Appendix VII). This is not to be confused with the 
handling of protests in accordance with Section 14.1. 



 

 

15.1 SUSPENSIONS AND EXPULSIONS  
 
15.1.1. Any Association or member of this Association violating the By-Laws or Playing Rules, Policies and 

Procedures (Constitution) of the NCOBA or OBA or refusing to abide by the decision of the Executive 
Committee or other committee or Series Commissioner may be expelled or suspended. It is the duty 
and obligation of all NCOBA Executive Committee members and appointees to report fully and 
immediately any violation of the NCOBA By-Laws or Playing Rules, Policies and Procedures 
(Constitution) or directives of the NCOBA Executive Committee or Board of Directors. 

 
15.1.2. Club(s), their officers, managers, coaches or players may be suspended for knowingly: 
 

Permitting betting or improper conduct by players managers, coaches or officers at 
Association games.  
Offering, agreeing, conspiring or attempting to lose any Association game or being interested 
in any pool or wager thereof.  
Playing with a club or association that has been suspended or expelled.  
Knowingly having on its list of signed players any disqualified players.  
Permitting officers to conduct business of cubs or associations inimical to the best interest 
of organized sport.  

 
15.1.3. Any player who shall play under an assumed name shall be suspended from the NCOBA. 
 
15.1.4. Any player found guilty of playing over he age limit permitted in the series in which he is 

participating shall automatically be suspended. 
 
15.1.5. Any team found guilty of using a player over he age limit permitted in the series in which he is 

participating or playing under an assumed name, shall be automatically suspended along with the 
manager and all caches of the team. 

 
15.1.6. Players, coaches, manager, and umpires in uniform must refrain from using any tobacco products, 

alcohol and drugs during all games. Penalty for this would be immediate ejection for players, 
coaches and managers and may result in loss of accreditation for umpires. 

 
15.1.7. Players, coaches and managers ejected from any League, exhibition, or play-off game by an umpire are 

suspended for one (1) game without appeal, and this to be the next scheduled game. Exception to be 
if the ejection is in the first game of a double header and the result is the team cannot play the second 
game because of lack of coaches or insufficient players, then the individual suspension that puts the 
team in that position will be for the next playing date. 

 
15.1.8. In all NCOBA play, the manager or coach shall not cross the foul lines of the playing field for th single 

purpose of arguing an umpire's decision. Infringement of this rule shall result in automatic ejection 
from the game and all other penalties noted in these rules. 

 
15.1.9 Any player, coach or manager ejected by an umpire from any NCOBA sanctioned regular season, play-off 

or tournament game is suspended in accordance with the following chart, and this is to be the ext 
scheduled game(s) in that season/tournament or pay-off. The player, coach or manager may be subject 
to further suspension depending on the severity of the circumstances leading to the ejection at the 
discretion of the Head Commissioner and/or Discipline Committee. 



 

 

INFRACTION SUSPENSION 
  

Disputing umpire’s call One game 
  

  

Re-entering field of play Two games 
  

  

Refusing to leave diamond Three games 
  

  

Refusing to leave immediate area Three games 
  

  

Making physical contact with umpire Indefinite * 
  

  

Discriminatory slur Indefinite * 
  

  

Threatening an umpire Indefinite * 
  

  

Refusing to play Indefinite * 
   

 
Indefinite *: Indefinite pending an appeal. 

 
 
 
15.1.10 All ejections must be reported to the NCOBA Head Commissioner by the umpire within twenty- 
 four (24) hours of the game. Failure to report an ejection within the timeframe allowed will 
 result in a $10 fine per day late against the umpire(s). The maximum payable will be $30 for any 
 one ejection per umpire. After three (3) days the NCOBA will ask the local association to remove 
 the umpire from future assignments until the situation is rectified. The NCOBA will collect the 
 fine through the local association that assigned the umpires. 

15.1.11. The NCOBA Secretary shall forward immediately to the OBA the name of team(s), 
 manager(s)/coach(s), or player(s) indefinitely suspended by the NCOBA. The Secretary shall 
 subsequently notify the OBA of reinstatement. 

15.1.12. Where a local association has suspended a coach/ manager/player after having followed due 
 process, and then requests that the NCOBA uphold the suspension that they have issued, NCOBA 
 immediately implements the suspension pending an appeal hearing. The coach is notified that 
 the request to uphold the local associations' suspension has been received and implemented, 
 and if the coach wishes to appeal, a hearing is scheduled as soon as possible. Both sides are 
 invited to the hearing to present their case. The Appeals and Protest Committee then rules on 
 the case and if the suspension is to be upheld it is brought to the Executive Committee for 
 approval. 

15.1.13 Any association, coach, executive member, or player found to be “tampering” with another 
 player whose rights are held by another association shall be guilty of an offence. The minimum 

penalty for tampering will be a five (5) game suspension to the coach(s) found to be 
responsible and/or negligent, or in the case of an executive member or association, the 
minimum penalty will be a fine as outlined in Appendix VII. For the purposes of this rule, 
ignorance of the rules of tampering and/or the particular circumstances surrounding the case is 
not relevant to the application of the penalty. 

 
The definition of tampering is player acquisition that falls outside of the OBA (Baseball 
Ontario) playing rules. 



 

 

16.1. DISCIPLINE  
 
16.1.1. All suspensions will be reviewed by the Discipline Committee regardless of where they are 

earned (NCOBA and OBA). If the act warranting a suspension is deemed to be in excess of the 
minimum requirement an additional suspension will be assessed. 

 
16.1.2. There will be no appeal allowed where the suspension is for an automatic one (1) game suspension for 

an ejection or the length does not exceed three (3) games. 
 
16.1.3. In the event that an ejection is not issued but a conduct report is received, the NCOBA reserves the right 

to investigate and act in the absence of action by the game official. 
 
16.1.4. An appeal of a decision of the Discipline Committee does not automatically make the appellant 

available to play. On a case-by-case basis the committee will decide if the appeal will delay the 
implementation of the previously issued suspension. 

 
16.1.5. An appeal of a suspension must be in writing and must accompany reasonable grounds for such an 

appeal in addition to the appeal fee set out in Appendix VII. 
 
16.1.6. No appeal will be granted automatically. 
 
16.1.7. The above rules and suspensions will also encompass other activities such as but not limited to: alcohol 

use, use drugs or narcotics and performance enhancing drugs or methods. 
 
16.1.8. Where circumstances warrant, an immediate temporary suspension may be imposed during the 

period of time between when the NCOBA becomes aware of an issue, through the investigation of 
such issue, until a decision is rendered. 

 
16.1.9. A suspension issued in another jurisdiction will not be deducted from the suspension assessed by the 

NCOBA although the NCOBA is free to consider such a fact when arriving at a decision. 
 
 
17.1. TOURNAMENTS  
 
17.1.1. All clubs registered with the NCOBA who desire to enter and participate in an OBA 

sanctioned tournament must first secure a signed Permission to Enter Form from the 
respective Series Commissioner of the NCOBA. 

 
Any clubs or association, wishing to hold a tournament where three (3) or more teams are competing, must 
first apply for permission to hold same through the OBA online application process. This will automatically be 
sent to the NCOBA for approval. OBA fees for hosting are to be paid directly to the OBA. A specified fee (see 
Appendix VII) will be invoiced to each host following approval of the tournament. 



 

 

18.1. FALL TRAVEL AND SUMMER GAMES TEAMS  
 
The following applies to any and all NCOBA Fall Travel teams and Summer Games teams created with the 
approval of the NCOBA and operating after the regular season has completed or during the regular season. 
 
18.1.1. All coaches/assistant coaches/managers of NCOBA Fall Travel or Summer Games teams must be 

approved by the NCOBA. In order to be considered for the role of coach/assistant coach/manager, the 
individual must provide a current (within the year) CIR including the Vulnerable Sector check to the 
NCOBA and must have met all of the current OBA coaching requirements for the age group that they 
are going to be traveling with. 

 
18.1.2. Each team must submit a roster of the coaches/assistant coaches/managers and players to the NCOBA 

Secretary prior to any games being played. That roster is to include the local association of each player, 
their birth date and their home address including postal code. All players must be from approved 
NCOBA team rosters that year. 

 
18.1.3. A budget showing expected funds to be collected and to be disbursed shall be filed with the NCOBA 

Treasurer and/or Finance Committee members prior to any games having been played. All teams must 
have an independent party in addition to the coaching staff responsible for the funds and budget of the 
team. Should players be charged a fee for participating in a try-out for one of these teams the amount 
of the fee has to be approved by the program director in advance of the tryout and be part of the 
budget and announced to all participants prior to the tryouts taking place that these fees are to cover 
the cost of running the tryouts and the balance goes to the selected team. Once the team is formed, all 
costs for the team must be met by contributions from the players that make the team. Any coach or 
manager expecting to be reimbursed by the team members for their travel, meal, and lodging expenses 
must have prior approval from a majority of the NCOBA Finance Committee and this has to be 
communicated to the players in advance of the tryouts and be shown as part of the team budget which 
is to be distributed to the players/parents at the first tryout they attend. The amount of any funds 
raised to offset coach/manager travel expenses shall be no more than $50 per player to a maximum 
total of $700 for the team. The NCOBA will contribute team entry fees for the following tournament for 
Affiliate teams: Ontario Summer games (Bantam). 

 
18.1.4. A list of all tournaments must be filed with the NCOBA as part of the budget submission. 
 
18.1.5. All teams traveling outside the province must purchase out of country insurance through the OBA. The 

premium for that insurance must be paid to the NCOBA before the team will receive approval from 
the NCOBA for any travel outside of the province. 

 
18.1.6. If Tournament deposits are required, the NCOBA will advance the same upon request and approval of 

the NCOBA board at a monthly meeting, and the same must be reimbursed to the NCOBA seven days 
prior to the tournament but no later than September 10th in each year. If advances are not reimbursed 
n time then sanctions will be applied; those may include suspension of the team, suspension of the 
coach, removal of the coach's good standing within the NCOBA. 

 
18.1.7. All teams must submit a final statement of their finances to show that all funds collected from 

parents/players has been spent on the team or returned to the players/parents. 



 

 

18.1.8. All NCOBA Fall-travel teams must wear a standard NCOBA uniform as defined by the Executive and 
any uniform purchases must be approved in advance by the NCOBA Executive. 

 
18.1.9. Any player selected to play for a Fall Travel team cannot leave his rostered team to play for the Fall 

Travel team Coach or Assistant Coach in the subsequent year unless any of the following apply: a) he is 
returning to the Local Association in which he resides, b) the Local Association in which he resides or 
which holds his playing rights will not be fielding a team at his series (as defined by the OBA) in the 
subsequent year in question, c) The Local Association chooses either to release the player or 
determines not to offer him a position on their team. If none of the above apply and the player appeals 
to the NCOBA for a release then the NCOBA will follow normal protocol for determining if a release will 
be granted (the OBA does not recognize conditional releases barring a player from going wherever he 
wishes within the Affiliate once released). 


