
Vicky Noakes 

Vicky learned to play pickleball in Ruidoso, NM in 2008 only playing in the summer for the first two 

years. Then in 2009 found 2 guys in Oklahoma City that were playing. That started her love for 

pickleball. In 2012, with the encouragement from Christie Borne she applied to be the first 

ambassador in Oklahoma City. She volunteered to take over the record keeping of the unofficial 

Oklahoma City club. Starting with 6 players the club has grown to 425 and 13 venues in seven years. 

She also was helping run the Ruidoso Pickleball Club in the summers with about 100 members.  

 

Vicky has received several grants through the USAPA to introduce pickleball to new players and open 

new venues. Her true love of teaching comes out when she is giving beginner lessons in OKC and 

Ruidoso.  She has introduced the game to more than 1000 players & continues to give lessons every 

week. She has called & begged to give many demos during the years. Some were well attended and 

then in the early years where no one would show up. Her determination has finally paid off within the 

last year because now people are calling the club asking how they can get involved with pickleball.  

In 2011, she started playing tournaments and has participated in tournaments at all levels:  local, 

regional, state, national and won many medals. She has participated in the Huntsman Senior Games 

the last two years, National Senior Games in Cleveland and Minneapolis, & the National USAPA 

Tournament for the last 3 years.  

 

She has been tournament director for the Yukon Senior Games two years and trained other club 

members to take it over. Then in 2014, she approached the OKC All-Sport Association about including 

Pickleball in their Winter State Games.  She has been the director for the Oklahoma State Games for 

two years with 180 players. She has learned to use the tournament software 

Pickleballtournaments.com to manage the large tournaments.  She also has run numerous smaller 

tournaments in OKC and Ruidoso, NM. 

 

In 2014, she was instrumental in organizing the official Greater OKC Pickleball club and has been the 

President ever since. During her time in office she has put in place a rating system, started leagues at 

all levels at night and started shootouts during the day.  She has negotiated corporate pickleball 

memberships at two health clubs for the GOPB membership. The last gym was a great addition 

because it gave them 6 pickleball courts helping with the club overcrowding.  

In 2015, she was selected to be the Mid-South Oklahoma District USAPA Ambassador of Oklahoma, 

and in 2016 gave up her GOPB (Greater Oklahoma Pickleball) Presidency to further the Pickleball 

influence across the state of Oklahoma.  

  

Vicky is highly respected in all aspects of Pickleball, and also in several different states where she has 

traveled.  She assists whenever she can anywhere she’s playing. 

 


