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Jim started playing Pickleball in Hot Springs Village, AR, in 2007.  Soon after that he started entering 

tournaments and joined the USAPA.  At that time he applied for "Ambassador At Large" because Jim and 

Sandy had an R.V. and traveled quite a bit for both work and play. 

During their travels, Sandy and Jim would put up a net that they'd purchased and teach Pickleball to 

anyone who would show an interest.  One of the places they believe they were instrumental in growing 

Pickleball is Thane, WY.  Thane still has a very active group, and they also hold tournaments. 

In 2010, the McPherson's "finally" convinced the Hot Springs YMCA to schedule times for 

Pickleball.  After a few weeks of clinics and training, the Hot Springs area has a very successful group, 

thanks to Bill James who was one of the players at Jim's first clinic. 

In 2011, while in Angel Fire, NM, in their R.V., the Angel Fire Resort agreed to allow the McPherson's to 

tape the tennis courts and give Pickleball clinics.  That caused quite an uproar among the tennis 

players!  They also contacted the Angel Fire Community Center and set up times for Pickleball to be 

played inside in the gym.  They trained about 25 players and the Angel Fire group continues to 

grow.  Late that summer the McPherson's bough a condo in Angel Fire, and go back each summer to 

play and work with that group.  Last summer they formed an official club and elected Rick Hooker as 

their president, who is now an ambassador.   

In 2012, the Village Church of Christ built a new building in Hot Springs Village that included a 

gymnasium.  Jim tried to contact them as soon as he saw the concrete slab.  In exchange for court time 

for their advanced group of players, Jim and other volunteers, including Sandy, gave clinics to the church 

members.  The church has now graciously opened the gym to the Pickleball community, and has 32 

hours a week in the gym scheduled for Pickleball. 

These are some of the real successes Jim and Sandy have had, but are in no way all of the places where 

they have set up times, given clinics, etc.  Some have never taken hold, and some struggled from lack of 

leadership and fizzled out, after the McPherson's left.  Others are still trying to catch hold and become 

successful. 

Jim has always been very active in the tournament promotion of Pickleball.  Jim and Sandy ran the 

brackets and tournament desk for the Arkansas Sr. Olympics for five years, in which time the entries 

climbed from the 20's to well over 100.  Jim also helped organize and run the first couple of Hot Springs 

tournaments at the YMCA.  There are several other tournaments the McPherson's have been involved 

in, and are continuing that effort. 

Jim continues to be active in the club in Hot Springs Village, and "does his thing" to help grow Pickleball 

in his home club. 

 

 


