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I feel very strongly that there is one person above everyone else who deserves to receive the 2013 

Pickleball Pioneer Award.  

 

This individual meets all of the criteria ten times over and always comes through for his local, state and 

regional players. He also has traveled to conduct tournaments where pickleball has not yet been 

experienced in the fullest and expertise is needed. An example was the Texas State Senior Games in 

Temple which had been plagued with small attendance and inefficient operation. His input was a major 

turnaround year for the TSGames. If a local ambassador or interested party has potential players who are 

interested in learning the game of pickleball, he will travel to their location, train and enable them in way 

that allows them to understand and experience the game. Although he encourages tournament 

participation, he realizes that larger tournament competition isn’t for everyone, he encourages local fun 

tourneys that all can enjoy.  

 

He is by far the best Ambassador when it comes to sharing information, promoting pickleball, holding 

clinics for whatever particular area of interest some group may have.   He has assisted and promoted 

whenever needed to get people really interested and to help them start up leagues and recruit other 

players.  He has conducted “hands-on” clinics for state parks & recreation associations of Arkansas, 

Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas , Alabama and at the National Conference of Recreation and Parks in 

Atlanta. He even taught pickleball to some inmates at a maximum security prison. 

 

He has travelled nationwide at all levels to participate in tournaments and never fails to volunteer and help  

wherever needed. He has participated in the Senior Games of 14 different states, 3 USAPA Nationals, 4 

NSGA Winter games and the Atlantic South Regional Tournament.  He has directed and played in all four 

previous Mid-South tourneys and will so again this year. He was primarily responsible for the Mid-South 

being the first to host a USAPA regional tournament. He is the director of the upcoming NSGA in 

Cleveland this year, the first year that pickleball is recognized as an official sport. 

 

He treats all players with respect and never refuses to play with anyone who others might not consider a 

“good-enough” or “strong enough” player to bother with and despite all his accomplishments and success 

he will be the first to tell you that he has had lots of great helpers through the years. 

 

It is my honor and great pleasure to introduce the 2013 Mid-South Pickleball Pioneer award winner,  Tom 

Burkhart.    


