
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dee Vincent, 2011 Pickleball Pioneer Award Winner 

 

 

Dee Vincent was unable to attend the Mid-South Tournament to receive the Pioneer Award, 

so it was awarded at the Arkansas Senior Olympics in September 2011. 

 

Dee played pickle ball at Happy Trails Resort in Surprise, AZ and in 2006 returned to Hot 

Springs Village, AR where she took her paddle and ball to the Recreation Committee 

meeting and explained details about pickle ball and told them that everyone in the Village 

doesn’t play golf or tennis and this would be the game to fill the bill. 

 

The committee questioned how interest would be developed. Dee explained that classes and 

demos would be held at three old tennis courts and that she would return the next month to 

give a report of the results. With help from Marti Rader in training, in one month 108 persons 

came to observe or take a lesson. Going back to the next meeting Dee presented the results 

and convinced the committee they should paint a pickle ball court in each tennis court rather 

than taping everyday. This was done and attendance continued to increase. With additional 

effort Dee convinced the committee to convert one tennis court into four pickle ball courts, 

making six courts with the two painted ones still available. 

 

Regular lessons and play times were established. One of the things Dee felt was very 

beneficial to organizing the club was getting phone number and email address of everyone 

who came for training, putting them in a database to keep in continual touch with them. Dee 

also became a dealer for equipment so paddles would be readily available. Dee purchased the 

paddles and sold them to the members, all proceeds from the sales went into a kitty to 

purchase the needed balls and other supplies for the club.  

 

In September 2006 Dee encouraged members to participate in the Arkansas Senior Olympics 

and several awards were won. After several years of participation, Dee was asked if she 

would be in charge of the Senior Olympics and host it at a venue in or near the area. With the 

help of a wonderful group of pickle ball players in HSV, it has been successfully hosted for 

the past three years in a local high school.  

 

The HSV Club has grown to over 280 members, and several have attended numerous 

tournaments and the Nationals. As a result of this club there have been many other locations 

which have been established. An Ambassador at Large has grown out of this club and started 

several other play locations. A visitor from San Antonio, TX had never seen pickle ball and 



while in Hot Springs Village was introduced to the game. From this he has started numerous 

pickle ball groups in Texas.  

 

It has been a delight for Dee to know that so many people have come to enjoy pickle ball as a 

result of her original visit to the Hot Springs Village Recreation Committee on May 8, 2006. 

 


