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I want to welcome five newly appointed ambassadors this month.  Is 
Kari-Ladd of Weatherford, TX, Mike Meeks of Grand Prairie, TX, 

Bonita Ziervogel and Cindy & Tex Morris of Baton Rouge, LA. 
 
 

  

Is has been playing over 4 years and has helped with demos at an elementary school and rec 
center in Gillette, WY before moving to TX.  She also wants to begin a ‘drop-in’ PB play in 
Weatherford to expose others to the game.  Is hopes to help with clinics and demo drills in 
other areas of Fort Worth as well. 
 
 

  

Mike has been playing a little over 3 years.  He leads and is the coordinator for the PB program 
at a church.   He has organized a beginners clinic there and partnered with fellow ambassador 
Dennis Whatley as instructor.  He then organized and coordinated a basic skills/intermediate 
PB clinic and partnered with District Ambassador Charlotte Rivera.  Mike has also assisted the 
staff of another church with their PB program.  He assists Dennis as needed with PB for 
beginners at another venue in his area.  Mike wants to encourage growth and basic skill 
development at local venues that have few players or mostly beginners who might need help 
with their game.  Mike has initiated contact with a travel coordinator and a major cruise line 
that sails from Galveston, TX to include PB on cruises.  He will be co-hosting a PB cruise in 
2018. 
 
 

  

Bonita has been playing about 10 years and has assisted in a couple demos in the Baton Rouge 
area.  She wants to share her love of the game and show that PB is fun for every age or skill 
level.  Bonita also wants to contribute to the health and wellness of our community. 
 
 

  

Cindy has been playing about 2 years while Tex has been playing about a year and a half.  Tex is 
the sponsor and organizer of the Hallowheel PB tournament benefitting Rock N Roll PB and 
para PB, while Cindy is a co-director of the same event.  Cindy has helped with a demo and was 
interviewed by a local tv station that covered the clinic/demo.  Both provide help with new 



players who come to any venue they happen to be playing in.  They also want to bring outdoor 
play to the Baton Rouge area and use their contacts from tennis to help grow the PB express. 
 
 

  

It looks like we have a fine group of ambassadors to add to our family. 
  

 ______________________________ 

  

Congratulations to Pam Boyd (Austin, TX) for receiving a USAPA grant.  The venue (Hill 
Country Indoor, Bee Cave, TX) will be the first in the Austin area to allow PB players a place to 
practice and drill during the day.  That location does not currently offer PB.  
  

**If you apply for a grant, the money cannot be used at a current PB venue.  The idea of the 
grants is to GROW the game at new venues. 
  

 -------------------------------------------------------- 

  

Kathy & Paul Hamilton (Victoria, TX) sent the following: 
  

We (Danna Garland, Kathy Hamilton, and I) have been working with the Victoria County 
Health Department the last couple of months to add a new venue, the Boys and Girls Club 
of Victoria.  The county's Fit Victoria program has offered to provide us with seed money to 
buy equipment and to help offset the electric bill for when we play at the G&B Club after 
hours.   
  

 --------------------------------------------------------- 

  

The G&B Club administrator is excited about us playing in their gym.  This will mean that 
the gym sees more use, but more importantly, we will be able to interact with the children 
and teenagers who are members.  We will teach the teenagers the rules of the game, and 
then let the teens teach the younger children who want to play.  The director is anticipating 
that we will become positive role models for the children.  There is also the hope that the 
kids will go home, talk about Pickleball to their parents, and the parents will eventually 
come out to play. 
  

The G&B Club is located in a lower economic section of town that has primarily black 
families.  Engaging the children and their parents will add some much needed diversity to 
our little group. 
  

We have plans to begin playing at the B&G Club on the first week of October.  There will be 
no fees or dues for players.  However, we are asking for donations to the B&G Club to help 
them offset expenses.  With each dollar donated, the B&G Club comes closer to being able 



to reduce their fees for the children who join or who would like to join, but cannot afford the 
fee. 
  

However, I have not been out to the club since Hurricane Harvey.  Depending on the 
damage to the center, we may need to delay the beginning of our play at the Boys & Girls 
Club. 
  

 -------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

Carol Call (Lubbock, TX) provided: 
  

Lubbock Texas held its first ever pickleball tournament the weekend of September 9th & 10th at 
the Lubbock Country Club (LCC).  Mel McRee, tennis professional, at LCC ran the tournament, 
and there were 20 players. 
  

We had an entertaining final this Sunday morning.  Jesus Alvarez and Brian Everett (top photo), 
from Amarillo Texas (and the only out of town participants) competed against 13-14 year olds 
Alan Mann and Harrison Bennett for the championship. 

  

Our club, Lubbock Plays Pickleball, loaned LCC two of our four nets and five of our club players 
also competed in the event.  Observers and participant had a fabulous time!  The weather was 
beautiful and another tournament is planned for this winter at LCC’s indoor arena. 
  

  
  

(Champs)  

  

 (Runners up) 

  

  

 -------------------------------------------------- 

  

Ernie Ortiz (Conroe, TX) has been working on a new PB project called Convert A Net.  It is a tool 
to convert a regular tennis net to a PB net in two or three minutes.  Go to 
http://convertanet.com/ for more info or to see a short video https://youtu.be/eL4ME5iV_zM. 
  

Congratulations, Ernie. 
  

 --------------------------------------------------- 

  

https://youtu.be/eL4ME5iV_zM


Alice Tym (Chattanooga, TN) reminds us of a tournament in western Mexico.  Check: 
sancarlospickleball.com and this tournament is listed on pickleballtournaments.com, as well. 
  

 ------------------------------------------------ 

  

To all ambassadors… 

  

USAPA used to send me a list of potential expiring memberships.  I would call you and remind 
you about that.  Then came our District Ambassadors and I gave them the same info and they 
contacted you.  Now, you will need to act a little more quickly when you receive notice from the 
USAPA as I do not receive word of your impending loss of membership.  If you are dropped due 
to not renewing your membership, and you enjoy being an ambassador, you merely need to 
reapply to be one after renewing your membership.  We certainly hate to lose you, but it is now 
your responsibility to take care of business. 
  

  
  

A reminder…stay in touch with your District Ambassador. 
  

 ------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

I have received several calls/emails regarding state/large tournaments in our region for next 
year.  Here is what I have at this point.  Remember, we would like you to submit any 
tournament or clinic to our Mid-South website, sanctioned or not.  (I know MS will no longer be 
in our region, but they are NEAR by). 
 
 

  

March    1-4…   USAPA Mid-South Regional (Grapevine, TX) 

  

              22-26…Mid-America Championship (Hot Springs, AR) 

  

April    10-12…TX SOG (San Antonio, TX) 

  

              25-27…OK SOG (OK City area) 

  

May        4-6…   MS SOG (Biloxi, MS) 

  

  
  

AR SOG and LA SOG have not yet announced dates for SOG (Senior Olympic Games). 
  



 -------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

I just got back from playing in the Bainbridge Cup and the Spanish Open (Madrid, Spain).  That 
was a wonderful experience!  The meeting of cultures, the food, the interaction of the 
participants, and seeing the joy of award winners from the various countries (Russia, Finland, 
France, Canada, England, Australia, Spain, Denmark, Italy, Wales, Sweden, Belgium, Holland, 
and USA) was really fun.  (I may have left some out).  Our Mid-South Region was well 
represented with many award winners.  Another positive was being able to watch the ‘pro’ 
division.  WOW!  If you ever get a chance to do something like this, you will not regret it. 
 
 

  

I think that does it for this month.  I hope our region has no more hurricanes.  
 
 

  

tom 

  

  
  

  
 


