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I am happy to announce the most recent additions to our ambassador family:  Sarena Peace 
(Stephens, AR),  Danna Garland (Victoria, TX), and Karl Conner (Dripping Springs, TX). 

 
 

  

Sarena has been playing about two years and actually plays in four different venues each 
month.  She has been instrumental in getting PB started in at least two church venues in SW 
Arkansas…Magnolia and Mt Holly.  She has generated glossy fliers to increase awareness of PB 
in surrounding towns.  Sarena is also in the process of organizing a PB club for southwest 
AR.   And to top that off, Sarena has been notified that she has been approved to receive a 
training grant from the USAPA.  She gained permission from the mayor of her city to use the 

gymnasium to play pickleball. The grant was used to purchase an additional net for this new venue 

due to the number of participants wanting to play.  (Congratulations, Sarena). 
 
 

  

Danna has been playing about a year and a half.  She has helped with the growth of PB in Victoria 

and is working with the present ambassadors to expand that growth.  She volunteered to help open 

another PB venue, which escalated into this great community effort.  She contacted the local Health 

Dept and was invited to do a presentation on PB for about 15 community activists that are working 

on how to help the county become active and healthy.  The county has designated grant money to 

help with this initiative.  Now they have agreed to donate all new PB equipment to the Boys/Girls 

Club.  And there are plans to start a PB program for preteens and teens to learn the game as well. 
  

  
  

Karl has been playing over four years.  He has also been teaching the game about that long.  He has 

conducted demos and instruction at various locations in Virginia and Dripping Springs.  Karl is 

looking at getting PB started on some under used tennis courts and has plans to grow the game in and 

around Dripping Springs. 
 
 

  

(I think we have a powerful group with these three additions). 
  

  
  

Mike Goldberg (Houston, TX) provides the following info:  



  

The ANNUAL KATY YMCA DOUBLES TOURNAMENT will be held on the weekends of Dec.2-3 
and 9-10, 2017. The "open" and younger divisions are on the first weekend and the "senior " 
events are on the second. Registration is now open on www.pickleballtournaments.com . For more 
information, contact Mitus Junatas at junatas.misc@gmail.com or call the Monty Ballard YMCA in 
Katy. 
 
 

  

The NASA-JSC Gilruth Center at 2101 E. NASA Pkwy., Houston 77058  (Tel: 281-483-0304) now 
has Pickleball on 3 courts on weekdays in the mornings and afternoons and some limited 
availability on weeknights. Call them for details.  (This is a new venue). 
  

  
  

Pam Boyd (Austin, TX) Greater Austin Pickleball (GAP) recently held a Pickled Pink Ladies 
Night event at Austin Tennis & Pickleball Center to raise money for the Susan G. Komen 
Foundation. Attendees were treated to chair massages, lots of raffle prizes, a cancer 
awareness lapel pin, music, refreshments and open pickleball play for ladies only. GAP 
raised close to $200 for the foundation while having a great time playing pickleball! 

 
 

  

 

  

  
  

and another from Pam…The city of Taylor, TX recently had a ribbon cutting ceremony 
followed by a blind draw tournament at their brand new courts! Taylor, approximately 25 
miles northeast of Austin, currently has three dedicated pickleball courts with several 
tennis courts directly beside the pickleball courts. Look for lots of outdoor tournament 
play in Taylor in 2018.  
  

 

  

  
  

David Barron (Columbus, MS) notes that he has been busy in Columbus and Starkville MS: I 
conducted two clinics in Starkville MS where 58 turned out for the two sessions on 
September 18th.  We now have two open play sessions each week with three courts at the 
Starkville Sportsplex and usually have between 15 and twenty turn out each time we 
play.  Since the clinic an additional 27 players been brought in by those that took the 
original clinics.  Will be doing a PB demonstration for a church group of about 200 at a 
Thanksgiving dinner on Nov 12th.  We will have a few regular players demonstrating game 

http://www.pickleballtournaments.com/
mailto:junatas.misc@gmail.com


play, then let those that want to get out hit balls on a couple of other courts.  Our aim is to 
get enough from that group to do another beginner clinic, and then have them come to our 
open play.  The Starkville Sportsplex has been behind PB and is also considering turning 
one outdoor tennis court into three outdoor courts.   Many thanks to Lou Fratesi in Starkville 
who started playing with me in Columbus for a couple of months, then got me interested in 
helping him start PB play in nearby Starkville.  Without his assistance we would not have 
obtained the Starkville Sportsplex.  That facility is beautiful and large enough for six 
courts.  We normally set up three but have occasionally set up four. 
  

  
  

In Columbus I still have one outdoor court at Elm Lake golf course.  I was having four to six 
people twice a week for the past summer months, but now that it's turned cold outdoor play 
may be limited.  Fortunately I will hold two beginner clinics at the downtown YMCA on 
November 29th with the Y receptive to having open play at least once a week after that 
depending on response.  They also are open to doing the same at the Caledonia YMCA 
gym after the downtown clinics.   In addition I have agreed to be the Instructor at our local 
College (MUW) for the Spring LEP classes that start the end of January. 
  

  
  

North MS is seeing good growth in Pickleball play.  Herman Martin came down from Tupelo 
when we did our clinics in Starkville and I had the opportunity to attend their clinic recently 
in Tupelo.   
  

Columbus, Starkville and Tupelo have created respective PB Facebook pages. 
  

  
  

 

  

  
  

 

  

  
  

Barb Patterson (Georgetown, TX) shares their inaugural Inter-Community Pickleball Meet 
(affectionately referred to as the "Geezer League" while we were in the planning stages) in 
central Texas. Lots of Pickleball, a great lunch and camaraderie with 48 of our fellow Texas 
players. We are hoping to have 4 meets per year. The event was organized by a group of 
Sun City Texas players. 
 
 



  

 

  

  
  

Rich Karakis (Knoxville, TN) sends this update: This is just a quick note to let you know that 

pickleball continues to pick up steam here in the greater Knoxville area.  Over the past several 

months we introduced pickleball to the Cherokee Country Club in Knoxville and we now have a 

growing contingent of new players playing on portable courts with painted lines on one of their 

existing tennis courts (which we hope to convert at some time to four dedicated pickleball courts).  
  

  

  

  

We’re excited to note that Rarity Bay, an active adult community in suburban Vonore, TN had a ribbon-cutting celebration for FOUR 

new dedicated pickleball courts on November 8th.  

  

Until now, the pickle ballers had to share time on the community’s tennis courts, and to say 

  

  

  

that they’re excited about these courts is an understatement.  The above is a photo of the 
‘charter’ members at the ribbon cutting. 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
  

  

  

Back in Tellico Village, we hosted our first-ever Veterans’ Day Pickleball Party on Saturday, 

November 11, for all resident veterans and their families and it was a very well-received event that 

we’ll do every year.  Here’s to the vets!  
 
 

  

  

  

  

  

Wayne Pozzi (Victoria, TX) notes that he was able to introduce Pickleball to a private 

  

  

 



school here in Victoria. Faith Academy's high school and jhigh are both taking it up during 
PE classes. I donated a net and four paddles with some balls to help them out. My group 
and myself went to the school and held a clinic to show them the basic principles of the 
game. We will hold more exhibitions and I plan on going occasionally during that class time 
to help them out with fine tuning their games. Doing my best to promote the great game of 
Pickleball. 
  

  
  

For those of you who did not get a chance to watch matches from the USAPA National 
tournament on TV, there is a 2-hour special on the tournament on the CBS Sports Network on 
Dec 6th, at 8:30 pm Central. 
  

  
  

As ambassadors, please remember that January is ‘update Places to Play’ month.  Do NOT begin 
that process before January 1st.  We want to have all venues in your area updated with a 2018 
date, which means that if you begin early, you will need to play a let and do it again.  Preferably, 
we can get this done during the first two weeks of the new year.  Your District Ambassador will 
be in touch with you sometime soon re which venues you are responsible for.  Here is a quick 
guide: 
  

  
  

The Places to Play database is designed to be a year round listing for local players and 
for those planning to visit or move to the area.  
  

  
  

On seasonal locations where play is suspended, especially indoor locations, do NOT request 
that the location be deleted, but do put a note in the Comments section regarding play 
being suspended until Fall /2017, or sometime in Jan/2018. 

  

  
  

A location should only be deleted if pickleball cannot be played there by anyone for over a 
year, not if seasonal or just because most players are going somewhere else to play. 

  

  
  

NEVER change the name and address of a listing. Instead, add a new listing for a new 
location.  The latitude & longitude on the MAP Link does not automatically change, nor 
does the original “Date Added”, which is a hidden item on each listing.  



  

  
  

Be sure that listings have a phone number (for contact person and/or facility), email 
address and/or website where current schedules and information can readily be obtained. 
  

  
  

On outdoor locations, especially, be sure to include details on when the courts are 
available, not just when your group plays there.  Please include as many details as 
possible: are they dedicated PB courts with permanent pickleball nets; mixed-use courts 
using the tennis nets or portable pickleball nets; are there lights, restrooms?  What are the 
park hours, what are their time limits, etc. 
  

  
  

Please review the guidelines on the Places to Play Help Guide to look for other ways to 
improve listings on the database.  There is also a link at the top of every Places to Play 
page. 
  

  
  

Thanks for your help in updating all Places to Play listings with accurate and detailed 
information.  
  

  
  

I have just completed conducting a three-week beginner’s class that met weekly for 1 ½ hours 
per session.  
 
 

  

REGISTRATION OPENS DECEMBER 1 (at 1:00pm, Central) FOR THE 2018  MID-SOUTH 
REGIONAL IN GRAPEVINE, TX ON MARCH 1-4.  The deadline for registration is February 
11th.  There is limited registration and there will be a waitlist for skill levels/age groups that fill 
up quickly.  Those on the waitlist may possibly be moved to their preferred bracket beginning 
January 1st.  It is certainly to one’s advantage to register early on 
(pickleballtournaments.com).  There is much info at that site including events, lodging, etc.  I 
hope you all will help promote this sanctioned event.  It is also a SSIPA event. 
  

  
  

http://usapa.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=55b122122aa28dd9bfdbd8222&id=cfeb080d6a&e=602d9a29ac


I encourage you to send any tournament listing to our Mid-South website 
(www.midsouthusapa.com) (Tim Dean, webmaster) as well as anything else you would like to 
add.  If we list all our events on our website, it will help in possibly not having conflicting dates 
for a tournament in your area.  One of our District Ambassadors has already sent a nice list of 
tournaments.  
  

  
  

Winnie Montgomery (Hot Springs, AR) sends the following: 
  

  
  

The 2018 MID-AMERICA INDOOR PICKLEBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS (Mar 22-25) is now 
Open for Registration on  pickleballtournaments.com.  We are looking forward to a super 
tourney, both in size and FUN.  Please put it on your 2018 “go to” calendar and join us for a 
fun Pickleball experience. 
 
 

  

The Mid-America is a USAPA Sanctioned Age Group tourney open to 19 year olds and 
up.  The 60+ Age Groups will be a Super Senior International Pickleball Association 
(SSIPA) embedded event for which annual plus members who medal will receive year end 
Award Points. 
  

  
  

NOTES: 
  

• If entries warrant it, all or some Age Groups may be divided into Skill Levels 

  

• ENTRIES are limited to 10 per bracket; others will go onto the Waiting List ... so ENTER 
SOON!. 
  

• LODGING rates, because March is Horse Racing time in Hot Springs, will double before 
the tournament begins, as happened last year.  GET YOUR LODGING RESERVATIONS 
and LOCK IN YOUR RATES ASAP.  
  

    There are many vacation homes for rent in Hot Springs Village at very reasonable prices: 
3 bedroom/2bath homes go for about the same nightly rates as a nice double bed 
hotel/motel room, and that’s at regular rates before the hotel/motel rates go up for racing 
season.   HSV has great deals, especially if a few players share a home.  Soon, there will 
be more lodging information on  PT.com. 
  

http://www.midsouthusapa.com/
http://pickleballtournaments.com/
http://pt.com/


• Referees will be paid. 
 
 

  

  
  

Another reminder…If you are working to get PB at a venue that does not already have PB, you 
have an excellent chance to be approved for a USAPA training Grant for up to $250.  That is 
something to take advantage of. 
  

  
  

Thanks for all the info and pictures this month.  Remember… this is for ambassadors and by 
ambassadors.  However, feel free to share any info in the newsletter that you think players in 
your area might be interested in. 
  

  
  

to 

  

 


