
MID-SOUTH REGION NEWSLETTER 
Jan-17 

 
A month or so ago, we had no new 
ambassadors to report on.  We will make up 
for that this month by adding Dan Dyer 
(Amarillo, TX), Gina Carroll (Fort Worth, TX), 
Jane Underwood (Edmond, OK), Tien Nguyen 
(Edmond, OK,) Rommie Maxey (Richmond, 
TX) and Gordon Irwin (Copperas Cove, TX).   
 
Dan Dyer has been playing PB over nine years 

and is a former president of the Tellico Village PB Club in TN.  He served 
as a tournament coordinator, evaluations director, drill instructor, and 
trainer.  He made many presentations to various committees to help 
grow the game there as well as in the Lenoir City and Loudon schools.  
He has the same kind of goals for helping PB to continue expanding 
it’s growth in Amarillo. 
 
Gina Carroll has been playing about a year. With Dallas being a growing 
hotbed of PB, she wants to help Fort Worth to get on the map as well.  
She has helped facilitate getting PB in a local community center and 
hopes to facilitate future clinics and grow PB in the FW area.  Gina is 
well aware of the health aspects of PB not to mention the importance of 
getting school systems involved with the sport. 
 
Jane Underwood has been playing about a year and a half.  Her group of 
players has expanded from eight to almost 20.  As others have related, 
she can soon expect an explosion as her group will continue to grow.  
Jane has spearheaded drill participation with her group, which should 
help improve the skill level of those attending.  She really enjoys just 
‘spreading the word’ about PB. 
 
Tien has been playing about six months.  He has helped local players 
with their strokes, strategies of play, and ways to maximize warm ups.  
He also provides constructive feedback for fellow club members and 
friends.  He recently got the approval of the Commander at Tinker AFB 
to paint PB lines on their outdoor basketball courts.  He is hoping to 
provide a demo to the Air Force military as well as civilians.   



Rommie Maxey has been playing one year and gives instructions to 
beginners on a weekly basis.   The instruction and learning continues 
the progression as outside sources are brought in to conduct clinics and 
help improve overall play.  Rommie is the president of the Sweetgrass 
PB club and expects continued growth at a high rate. 
 
Gordon Irwin is a former ambassador in our region.  We are glad he has 
returned after about a years absence.  He has already met with the local 
Parks & Rec, who seems to have a lack of manpower.  Gordon has 
volunteered to go through the process of being an ‘official’ volunteer, 
which will basically allow him to open and close the building for PB.  He 
is also planning on meeting with the manager of the local Y as they have 
a huge gym that could be used for PB at some point during the week. 
 
It is easy to see (and hear about) some heavy recruiting for 
ambassadors from the District Ambassadors.  Great work!  It will only 
make your job easier.   A big Mid-South welcome to our newest 
ambassadors. 
 
Vicky Noakes (OKC, OK) and the PKC PB Club recently hosted a ref 
training class.  USAPA Certified Ref Trainer Fred Thompson conducted 
the class of about 35 attendees. 
 
Mike Goldberg (Houston, TX) notes the Real Dill tournament will again 
be held at the Houston Badminton Center.  The deadline to register is 
the last day of this month.  He also announces that city-wide senior 
leagues are being formed for the same venue.  You can call Mike (218-
793-4360) for info. 
 
Jim McPherson (Hot Springs Village, AR) reports that the Mid-America 
Indoor PB Championships in Hot Springs (March 24-26) has well over 
200 registrants.  There is a 300 player limit.  Go to 
(pickleballtournaments.com) for more info/register. 
 

Robin Pickens (Fourche Valley, AR) 

First, I would like to clarify that my group consists of several very 

small, rural towns......which presents a challenge in itself to grow 

pickleball...towns including places that are just a wide spot in the 



road like Gravelly, Bluffton, Rover, Plainview, Ola, Danville..... 

We have been playing in the Plainview, AR old school gym for a 

couple of years now......with two courts that have permanent painted 

lines on the floor thanks to a generous school district! We play there 

twice a month......  

About six months ago we managed to get into a school gym in 

Danville, AR.......The school district is extremely helpful and generous 

in letting us play..........right now we have three courts taped, with 

hopes of permanent lines being put down this year for us....... 

After many requests and denials.......we have also been blessed with 

using the gym at the First Baptist Church in Danville, AR...we have 

taped two courts there.......and use the facility on a limited basis for 

now.......:)  

We also got the go ahead to paint lines on the existing tennis courts 

at Chamberlyne Country Club in Danville....which we will do as soon 

as the weather warms up this spring......There will be two courts for us 

there......although there is room for more! 

And as you already know, I am talking with the Danville Mayor about 

dedicated courts in the city.....nothing written in stone yet, but ready 

to do what I can to make that happen......I will keep you posted on 

this one for sure.... 

 

Pat Heurtin (St. Francisville, LA) shares their new banner. 



 
 
Carla Norris-Hopkins (Little Elm, TX) sends the following: 
A few of our pickleball players were on the CBS DFW evening news this 

week when they were filmed playing Pickleball at the Little Elm Community 

Rec Center.  The city's annual Mayor's Fitness Challenge was being 

featured. 

Interestingly our four players filmed represent four different age 

groups:  30+, 45+, 55+ and 65+, which is a good example of how this sport 

is for everyone.   

I have included the link if this is a story that might fit the newsletter.   

http://dfw.cbslocal.com/video/category/news/3608042-little-elm-getting-fit/ 

 

Barb Patterson (Georgetown, TX) shares the following: 
A new 55+ subdivision, called "Heritage Vizcaya," is being built in 
Round Rock, Texas. Four beautifully landscaped pickleball courts 
(with lights!) were built next to their amenity center. So all they 
needed were some people to help them learn how to play the game. 
Tim Dean, Chuck Flanagan and Barb Patterson have all spent time at 
these new courts running free Beginner and Intermediate clinics. The 
new players are enthusiastic and eager to learn the game; they're 

http://dfw.cbslocal.com/video/category/news/3608042-little-elm-getting-fit/


picking it up very quickly! 
 
 
 
Our USAPA Mid-South Regional (Mar 9-12) is open for registration at 
(pickleballtournaments.com).  This is a member only tournament 
using Age/skill format.  We will be using the Jugs lime green ball. For 
more info go to the above website.  The LA State Games tournament 
immediately proceeds Mid-South at the same venue.  
 
 
 
 
 
. 
Tim Dean (Cedar Park, TX) hosted a Certified Ref Training Clinic by 
fellow Ambassador/Ref Trainer Larry Honeycutt for thirteen Austin, 
TX area attendees. This was the first such event in the Central TX 
District 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
Chuck Flanagan (Georgetown, TX) sends the following link to view 
his clubs excellent PB newsletter: 
 
https://www.sctexas.org/Files/Library/27380/JANUARY2017KITCHE
NTALKFINAL.PDF 
 
Our friend Jack Warner is back home in TX after spending some 
extended time in a Navada hospital.  I know that those of you who 
know this personable young man (80+), helped him make it back due 
to your thoughts and prayers.   
 
 
 
 
 
The following is sent by Ray Pereyra, who is in charge of the USAPA 
Community Grant Program:  (I hope many of you will take advantage 
of this fine program…tom). 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Attached is the 2016 end-of-year results of USAPA Community 
Program administered by the USAPA Board for the benefit of 
members wishing to startup a new pickleball location. The charts 
show the grants awarded and funds awarded per region. More 
detailed grant statistical information is available upon request. 
The complete Community Grant Program description is at the 
following link on the USAPA website: 
http://www.usapa.org/usapa-grant-program-rules/ 
USAPA has budgeted funds to continue the community grant 
program into 2017. I would encourage ambassadors/members to 
apply for the grants early in the year as in previous years the 
budgeted funds were depleted before the end of the year. 
2016 Award Summary: 128 total grants; approximately $31,000 
in total awards.  
 
 

http://www.usapa.org/usapa-grant-program-rules/


 
If you wish to submit an 
interesting article to the 
USAPA Newsletter, send 
it directly to Bob Nibarger.   
 
(Disregard the note to 
shared folder). 

 
REMINDER… 
 
If you have a USAPA banner, it must not be continually displayed in a 
gym, on a fence, etc,  It can be used only at USAPA sanctioned events.  If 
the event is not sanctioned, it can be displayed at a USAPA membership 
table only. 
 
RE liability at sanctioned events… 
“Yes, referees and volunteers who are performing services for the 
sanctioned tournament are covered under the USAPA tournament GL 
(general liability) policy included with sanctioning.  It always helps to 
have everyone associated with the event sign the USAPA waiver” – 
Justin (CEO USAPA) 
 
 
 



Super Senior International Pickleball Association 
(SSIPA)  
Webpage is active:  www.SSIPA-PB.org 
 
 
Thanks to those of you who have helped your District Ambassador in 
updating Places to Play.  As of this morning, we are very close to 
completing that ‘fun’, but needed job.  Our percentages for each state are 
MUCH better than last year.  Two of our states have updated 100% of 
their venues.  Three states have three or less venues to attain 100%.  
Please look at your state to see if you can help.  It does not take a long 
time if everything is correct.  If things are not correct, a call to that 
venue might be in order.  Then go from there.  Again, I hope each of you 
can say you have helped in this project. 
 
Thanks to all who sent information for this newsletter.  This is for 
ambassadors and sometimes, you may come across something that you 
might feel will work for you as well. 
 
tom 

http://www.ssipa-pb.org/

