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I want to welcome four newly appointed ambassadors for our 
region:  Patty Harrison (Tyler, TX), Millie Enzler (Dallas, TX), 
Mary Latimer (Mercedes, TX), and Jason Schefferstein 
(Rockwall, TX). 

 
 

  

Patty is a tennis pro at the country club where she works and has already implemented PB into 
their program.  She will also be introducing PB at the USPTA Texas pros convention in 
February in Horseshoe Bay, Tx.  She plans to work on getting some demoes going in the local 
middle and high schools as well.  Lastly, Patty is working to get four dedicated PB courts built 
at the CC.  She has been playing a couple years. 
 
 

  

Millie has been playing a little over a year and has been working with the City Rec Dept to try to 
get lines painted on some of the outdoors tennis courts so that there will be more options (and 
courts) for playing PB.  She also wants to work with rec centers to get more scheduled 
days/hours to play PB. 
 
 

  

Mary was previously an ambassador in Ohio.  When she and her husband arrived at Llano 
Grande RV Park and Resort two years ago, there were about 50 PB players.  Last year, that 
doubled, and she is expecting that number to grow in 2018.  They gave free lessons in Ohio and 
continue to do the same in Mercedes.  Mary has also started a Facebook page for their PB 
group. 
 
 

  

Jason has been playing almost two years.  He has helped conduct demos at several venues 
including church gyms, a community center, and the ‘Y’.  He is also helping to teach PB at two 
different Episcopal schools in the area.  He is a partner in a company he bagan called Pickleball 
Therapy which helps people who battle PTSD, depression, anxiety, and other physical or 
mental challenges.  Their goal is to launch an indoor facility with 8-12 courts in coordination 



with local state governments and donors.  They are also working with the local school board to 
get PB introduced in the schools. 
  

It certainly looks like our new group of ambassadors is off to a great start.  Please welcome 
them when you have the opportunity. 
  

 ------------------------------------------- 

  

Carla Norris-Hopkins (Little Elm, TX) notes that she was contacted by the Colin Powell 6th 
Grade Center PE teacher to again introduce Pickleball to her 6th graders, as well as to the 
7th & 8th grade PE classes of Lakeside Elementary.  Carla initially contacted Principal Liz 
Miller in November, 2016 to offer instruction to the PE classes - especially since her son 
showed an interest and played with the adults during the previous Summer.  Then in March 
she heard back from the Ms. Miller and teacher Tammy Harkins who wanted to showcase 
the sport to her classes for three days. This time around the teacher contacted Carla to again 
bring in volunteers to mark the courts and teach Pickleball since the kids enjoyed it so much 
earlier in the year.   
  

So, with the invaluable help of 13 Pickleball player teacher volunteers they completed a 

successful week of teaching, demonstrating and guiding the kids in this wonderful, fast-growing 
sport. The volunteer team made it all possible and were very much needed as they answered 
the call by donating their time, talent, skill, experience and love whatever day or times that 
they could during the week of  November 13-November 17, 2017.   The team consisted 
of Bob Shechan - who marked the courts while teaching a young helper in the process - Lead 
teachers Andy Burnett and Angela Luhman, Dan Harrison, Susan Sage, Peter Wilson, Deborah 

Barton, Lyn Davis, Linda Loyd, Tua Roose, Len Bazay, Bob Romagosa (also adding his Certified 
Referee skills) , John Alcoze, Barry Stengle (not pictured) and  Carla.   Others who helped by 
loaning much needed paddles were Tara Niemann, Athletics and Aquatics Supervisor at the 
L ittle Elm Rec Center,  Ambassador Juanita Vincent , Angela Luhman and Linda 

Loyd .  Thanks also to Ellen Gilgore for her offer to again provide paddles as she did in 
March. 
 
 

  

The students showed remarkable improvement by the end of the week , including teacher Tammy 

Harkins and her aide, Coach Gunn whom the kids had a big laugh with whenever he missed a 
shot playing them or when playing the Pickleball volunteer teachers between classes.   
  

Friday all five Period classes had a tournament and the Pickleball teachers were amazed at how 

well some of them played and happy for the good sportsmanship they all showed.  Every volunteer 

planted a seed  that will grow and blossom into more  love and promotion of the sport and 
hopefully tournament medals .  Their teacher is also going to start a Pickleball Club at the 
school!!  This was a rewarding week of Junior Pickleball.  (Great job, Carla & friends). 
 
 



  

 

  

 --------------------------------------------- 

  

Robin Pickens (Danville, AR) mentions that after months of hard work by an awesome group of 

people , we have been approved 

  

by the Arkansas Parks and Tourism department with a grant to construct a brand new dedicated 

pickleball facility! Lighted and fenced with several other amenities included! 

  

Construction should begin Spring 2018!  (Congratulations, Robin) 

  

 ------------------------------------------- 

  

Barb Patterson (Georgetown, TX) shares that a grand total of 64 players (20 more than last year) 

participated in our second annual “Dinks and Dogs Duos” event on Saturday, December 2nd in Sun 

City Texas. Partners in Novice, Intermediate, Advanced and Potpourri (mixed levels) had two 

minutes to see how many dinks they could hit back and forth in a row. This year’s record was 106 

dinks! At the end of the dinking contest participants ate hot dogs which were grilled court-side. But 

more importantly, we donated a gigantic box of toys, as well as over $400 to the Georgetown Blue 

Santa program.  (Fantastic project).  
  

 

  

 ------------------------------------------ 

  

Congratulations to Ernie Ortiz (Conroe, TX) for getting his new Convert a Net mentioned in the 
latest Pickleball magazine. 
  

----------------------------------------- 

  

Well, you guys must have really responded to continue to promote our USAPA Mid-South 
Regional.  We are now well over 400 registrations.  (about 425).  Without a doubt, this will be 
the largest attended Mid-South EVER.  Thanks for all your help.  Hopefully, we will soon begin 
the process of moving those on the waitlist to their intended bracket. 
  

 -------------------------------------- 

  

A reminder regarding another large event in the Mid-South Region…The Mid America Indoor 
Championships…March 23-25 in Hot Springs, Arkansas.  20+ courts indoors.  For info, go to 
PBT (pickleballtournaments.com).  
  



 ========================= 

  

This will be the last Mid-South newsletter for two of our states, Mississippi and Tennessee, as 
they are each moving to a different region.  Mississippi will move into the Atlantic South while 
Tennessee is going to the new Middle States Region.  
  

I want to thank all of you in those two states and that I appreciate all the time and energy you 
have donated to help grow the game of PB.  I am also honored to have been able to meet (most 
of) you in person.  I wish you the best of luck in your new region and hope that you will be able 
to continue to stay connected to the game we love for a long time. 
  

 ==================================== 

  

A gentle reminder… 

  

Hopefully, your District Ambassador has contacted each of you regarding updating Places to 
Play on the USAPA website.  Please do NOT begin that process until 2018 has arrived.  There 
are useful help guides available under Places 2 Play on the home page. 
  

  
  

                                     THE ROLE OF AN AMBASSADOR 

  

  
  

An Ambassador is a representative of and spokesperson for the USAPA in the area they 
represent and/or at large. Their primary responsibility is to promote and grow the game of 
pickleball. 
  

Ambassador Standards and Expectations 

  

  

  

1. Support the goals of the USAPA, which are to promote and grow our game with 
others of all ages. 

2. Teach the game to new players. 

3. Encourage and support the identification of and development of new Places to Play. 

4. Promote and solicit USAPA memberships. 

5. Advise players of USAPA Board actions, such as rules changes and other important 
information. 



6. Maintain and expand “Places to Play” on the USAPA website within your geographical 
area. All listings should be “Updated” at least once a year, even if the information has 
not changed, so that the “Updated Date”, is not more than one year old. An 
Ambassador may be the contact person for a location when appropriate, but USAPA 
membership IS NOT required in order to be listed as a “Contact” for a location, to post 
a new location or to update any location with appropriate information. Ambassadors 
should be able and willing to add or update listings, as well as to encourage or assist 
others, especially the “Contact” person, in updating the information themselves. 

7. Promote goodwill with other Ambassadors, players, facility representatives, and the 
general public. 

8. Become familiar with, support and abide by the Official Rules. 

9. Understand and practice the Code of Conduct. 

10. Become familiar with the information and resources on the USAPA website. 

11. Refrain from publicly criticizing the USAPA or its rules, policies, goals, projects, 
officers, members or operations; Ambassadors are team players who work to 
promote, not oppose, the USAPA. 

12. Additional activities MIGHT include (optional): arranging, facilitating and teaching 
clinics for beginners or to improve player skills; organizing tournaments leagues and 
ladders for all levels of play; leading and assisting with the formation of pickleball 
clubs; communication through newsletters, mailing lists and social media. 

 HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON. 

tom 
  

 


