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We want to welcome Courtney Johnson of Rowlett, TX, and Ron 
Evans of St Bernard Parish, LA, to our family of ambassadors. 
Courtney has been playing about five years, and was part of the group 
that started PB at the NRH Centre in North Richland Hills, TX.  She 
helped players learn the rules of the game and how to play.  She 
moved to Rowlett two years ago and has helped conduct the 
inaugural Rowlett Rumble in 2015 with fellow ambassador Susan 
Henderson.  Courtney has a goal of becoming a certified ref so that 
she can help players understand the rules of the game better.  She 

also wants to get younger players involved in PB. 
  

Ron has been playing four years.  He participates at six different venues in the New Orleans 
area.  He has been involved in a couple of demos, but more importantly, has been in numerous 
meetings with the St Bernard Rec Dept that resulted recently in PB open play.  He has worked 
on the newly formed committee in establishing the 1st annual Big Easy PB Tournament being 
held next month in New Orleans.  Ron is also working on having some cross region competition 
with a nearby group of players in the N.O. area.  One of Ron’s goals is to meet with school board 
personnel and try to get PB introduced into the physical ed program. 
  

Congratulations to Clayton Edwards (Ada, OK) who was recently awarded a USAPA 
Grant.  After putting Ada on Places to Play (USAPA website) last year, there were six players 
who showed up on a continual basis at a private court.  In May, he offered a ‘Learn to Play’ 
clinic and 24 potential players showed up.  They now set up three courts with 12-20 players 
attending once a week.  (We are glad your grant helped you gain players in your area, Clayton). 
  

Tenna Sandberg (Montgomery, TX) has been leading successful adult clinics and is now 
reaching out to the youth of the area.  Conroe ISD has also invited fellow ambassador Mary 
Simpson and her to open the school year with a tutorial on PB during the back to school in-
service for that districts’ teachers.  (That is a good cross-section of players). 
  

Mike Morgan (Germantown, TN) reports that the Racquet Club of Memphis held a Masters 
Pickleball Tournament. Approximately 110 participated in either doubles or mixed. It was 
streamed live on you tube. Players came from Ar. Fl. Ms. Ok. Tn-Nashville and 
Chattanooga. There were two international players (Italy and Ecuador) who live in Memphis 
and Nashville respectively. Taylor Taylor, our newest ambassador, hosted the event with 
the help of Randy Stafford a USAPA and Racquet Club MBR. Jennifer Pugh, Ms. 
Ambassador ran the tournament desk keeping the games flowing throughout the two days. 
If you are on Facebook see Memphis Pickleball for photos and info. 
  



Pat Heurtin (St Francisville, LA) notes that she has received several requests for a 
Beginners Class.  She looks forward to using their new ball machine to help players refine 
their strokes. 
Pat will also be working with elementary school teachers in January.  The school principal is 
excited that Pat is available to do this, not to mention the district Superintendent.  
Pat is once again slated to teach an OLLI PB class through the LSU system to retirees and 
other interested people. 
  

  
Mary Hodge (Richardson, TX) sends the following:  
Beginning Monday, Sep 11, the City of Richardson will add Heights Recreation Center as a 
second venue for pickleball. Currently, pickleball as a city program is only played at 
Huffines Rec Center one day a week. Pickleball is under the auspices of their Senior Center 
and is offered to the 55+ population.   Fellow ambassador, David Wilmot, is employed by 
the City to run the pickleball program. It has been such a success at Huffines that the City is 
now expanding it to their other rec center, Heights. 
  

  
In addition, some of our regular PB players are members of All Saints Catholic Church in 
North Dallas and suggested David and I contact them regarding offering PB. We did and 
they plan to begin a once-a-week schedule on Wednesday, Sep 20. 
  

  
David and I will work with Heights and All Saints to provide basic instruction for new players 
and to facilitate play. All Saints is on the edge of Richardson and will be convenient for 
many of our current players. These new venues--All Saints and Heights--mean Richardson 
will have access to daytime play six days of the week. First United Methodist Church 
Richardson is adding evening play beginning Monday, Sep 11 (no PB on the third Monday 
of each month, though). 
  

  
Mitus Junatas (Houston, TX) conduted a clinic for teachers in the Alief ISD (noted in a 
previous newsletter).  There was a recent follow up clinic and the district Wellness 
Coordinator mentioned that the teachers enjoyed playing and that most campuses have a 
plan for running a PE class after basketball season is over (so the courts can be marked) 
and to also have some teacher play time after school. 
  

  
Mike Goldberg (Houston, TX) recently had National Champion Daniel Moore conduct PB 
lessons/clinics at the Houston Badminton Center. 
  

He also announced the upcoming League City Pickleball Championships - If you 

want to get tournament experience and play serious matches that count, here's your 
chance to do it locally. The League City Recreation Department is holding this tournament 



over the 4-day weekend of September 7-10, 2017. It's all doubles, (MD, WD and MXD) with 
age divisions.  
  

Additionally, Mike announces that the VillaSport Fall PB Tournament will be held Oct 
14th (noon-5pm).  For info, contact Tiffanie at: sportscoord_tw@villasport.com. 
  

A New Outdoor Pickleball Program in Katy. At 6:00pm on September 14th, The Falcon 
Point Community will be having their first Pickleball  mixer on their outdoor tennis courts on 
Kingsland Blvd. to introduce the sport to their community. They would love to have some of our 

 experienced Katy players there to play with the new players. If you can be there and would be 
willing to act as a referee for some beginner games or play with some of the begining players, call 
Mike G. at 281-578-0371 or email to goldmg@wt.net.   

  

Ron Evans sends this info re a new venue in the New Orleans area: 
St. Bernard Parish Recreation Department will host weekly Pickleball Games beginning 
August 23, 2017 for ages 16 and older.   The games will be held every Wednesday at 6:00 
p.m. at Val Riess Sports Complex, located at 1101 Magistrate Street in Chalmette.   The 
games are under the leadership of Pickleball instructors Ron Evans and Cliff Zeairs.   For 
more information contact the Recreation Department at 504-278-4295. 
  

  
And…another tournament to consider…The City of Knoxville (TN) PB 
Tournament.                      Info 
at: http://www.pickleballtournaments.com/welcome.pl?tid=1460#1 

  

  
AND NOW…THE ONE YOU HAVE ALL BEEN WAITING FOR… 

  

PICKLEBALL BATTLE OF THE SEXES CHARITY EVENT 

  

BRAZILIAN BOMBER VS THE BEAST 

 CO SPRINGS, CO, AUGUST 17, 2017 — #1 ranked women’s singles player, Simone 
Jardim will face off against #1 senior men’s player, Scott Moore, in what promises to be a 
major slugfest. The Pickleball Battle of the Sexes is the must-see pickleball event of the 
decade. 

The original Bill Jean King vs Bobby Riggs “Battle of the Sexes” in 1973 was viewed on TV 
by 90 million people. Inspired by this famous historic battle, Scott challenged Simone to a 
pickleball version after they both took gold medals that day. She immediately accepted. 
 “Her quick response concerned me, as I knew that she actually believed she could win,” 
Scott says.   “So everyone understands how this fires me up, I grew up with two older 
brothers always beating me up in every sport we played, and this should be a great way to 
bring exposure to the amazing sport of pickleball,” Simone says displaying her competitive 
spirit. 
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The pickleball version promises to be more competitive than the tennis one as the 
competitors are confident with their game and are determined to win. Scott also says that 
the off-court entertainment will be superior to the original battle’s and will feature dance 
routines and an additional double’s battle between Simone and Corrine Carr vs Steve 
Dawson and Scott Moore. 

The Pickleball Battle of the Sexes will be on October 7th, 2017 at 2pm PST at the Bobby 
Riggs Tennis Club. It will stream live with commentators Alex Hamner and Morgan Evans 
via PPV for $9.99 and can be accessed on pickleballtrips.com. 50% of proceeds will go to 
St. Jude’s  Children's Hospital and developing pickleball in Asia. 

  

Baton Rouge will host the 1st annual “Hallowheel” charity PB tournament on October 
28th.  This will be a MX only event (outdoors).  There will be a standing player/wheelchair 
player exhibition as well as open practice on the evening of the 27th.  There will also be 
food, a DJ, party, costumes, player gifts, raffle, and much more.  For more info or to 
register, contact Tex at (autigertex@att.net)(225-266-8112).  There is a limited number of 
entries available. 
  

  

Please don’t forget to visit our Mid-South website:  www.midsouthusapa.com   If you are 
aware of any local tournament, clinic, demo, please send that info to Tim Dean and he will 
list it on the website.  You can also go to this site to find a link to our Mid-South Facebook 
page. 
  

Our USAPA Mid-South Regional in Grapevine, TX (near Dallas) will soon be listed on 
pickleballtournaments.com.  (We are already listed on the USAPA website).  Although the 
tournament is March 1-4 (the first will be for set up, open practice, and the dinner social that 
evening), it is anticipated that registration will begin in early January.  However, it MIGHT 
open a little earlier.  I certainly hope that all of you will help promote this event. 
  

Out thoughts and prayers go out to all our friends in southeast Texas and southwestern 
Louisiana during their fight with the floods caused by Hurricane Harvey. 
  

tom 
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