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Welcome to the 2016 Coach Pitch Chatham County Little League Baseball Program. 

 

Program Rules and Highlights. 

 

Rule #1 Have Fun!  This is an instructional league for 9 and under baseball.   The rules 

are relaxed to focus on the primary fundamental concepts of the game.   

   

Rule #2 Good sportsmanship at all times.  All coaches, parents, fans, spectators, league 

officials and players must display good sportsmanship at all times.   Everyone is 

encouraged to cheer for both sides and avoid any negative feedback or criticism toward 

players, coaches, or officials.    

 

Rule #3 We will play under the Little League rules and regulations for 9 and Under 

(Minor League).  The County program has relaxed some of the rules in the spirit of good 

sportsmanship and enhanced participation.  All Little League rules apply with the 

exception of the following modifications or enhancements.  

 

The rules are as follows: 

 

The number of Defensive Players is 10.  A team may have 4 outfielders instead of 3.    

The county reminds all coaches that players should play at least 2 full innings on defense 

(6 consecutive outs).   This may be difficult to achieve based upon the total number of 

players and the time limit of a game.   Players who have not met this objective should 

begin the next game as a starting defensive player.   

A team bats the entire roster.     

Rules for offensive play:   The coach shall pitch and each batter may receive up to 

6 pitches or 3 strikes.  A strike out occurs when – the batter swings and misses on 

a 3rd strike or after 6 pitches have been pitched.  No batter shall be called out on a 

foul ball.    Foul balls will result in an additional pitch until a strike out occurs or 

the batter has put the ball in fair play.   There are NO WALKS in coach pitch 

baseball. 
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The offensive side is retired when the following occurs: 

 Three outs are called. 

 A team has allowed everyone in the lineup (batting order) to hit once.  

 The offensive team has scored 5 runs in a single inning. 
If all players do not hit during an inning, the batting order will resume, in subsequent 

innings, where it left off.  

Batting out of order:   There is no penalty, however the missed batter shall bat to 

re-establish the correct batting order.  Remember all players should bat at least 

once per game, so try to avoid getting out of order. 

 

ERRORS:   A ball shall remain live if an error occurs.   Only one additional base may be 

obtained as the result of an error.  However, if a defensive player makes a subsequent 

attempt to put out a runner which results in another error then the runner may advance 

one additional base.   

Errors create teaching opportunities.   Coaches are reminded that errors occur at all levels 

of play.   We should all agree that negative criticism at this level does not promote good 

outcomes.  We want to create a positive experience for players, limiting embarrassment 

and allowing coaches to instruct and teach the rules of the game.  

 

TIME CALLED:   A time-out may be called in the infield only while the defense is in 

control of the ball.   For safety reasons, an umpire may call time immediately if an injury 

occurs, that in his/her judgement, requires medical attention.   Runners may only advance 

to the next subsequent base unless, in the opinion of the umpire, the play would have 

resulted in extra bases.  

 

TIME LIMIT:  Each game is timed at 1 hour and 15 minutes.   No new innings may be 

started after this time.   In order to meet the participation standard when the home team is 

leading the game, the home coach at the expiration of time may request his team continue 

to bat to allow all players an opportunity to bat and hit the ball.   All players must bat at 

least once. However, if all players on the home team have had at least two opportunities 

to bat then the game is declared complete.   

 

PITCHING: Each team will have a manager/coach pitch to his/her players. The distance 

should be a minimum of 30ft. The manager/coach has the option of throwing overhand or 

underhand (though Little League strongly recommends overhand).  

 

PLAYOFFS: 5 teams from each division will make the playoffs. 4# v #5 in the first 

round. #4/#5 v #1 and #2 v #3 in the second round. The winners from the second round 

will play for the division championship. The division Champion from each league will 

then play a County Championship game. The tournament will be single elimination.  

 

SEEDING TIE BREAKER: #1 Total wins, #2 Division Wins, #3 Head to head, #4 coin 

toss. 

 

 

 

ALL-STARS 
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1. The winning coach of the County Championship will be the All-Star manger if 

he/she so desires. If he/she wishes to decline the Chatham County Little League 

Board will vote on a replacement manager.  

a. Chatham County Little League Board has the right to reject any manager 

due to discipline reasons.  

2. Each manager may select 2-5 players from their team to attend All-Star tryouts. 

The All-Star team will be determined by the All-Star manager and selected 

coaches/members of the board.  

 

 

Our goal is for each player to learn the game.   While it may be disappointing for a player 

to be called out, it is part of the game.  Players need to learn that baseball like any other 

game has winners and losers.   Let us all work together to create a learning experience 

that is fun but instructional for this age level.  Whether a team has won the game or lost 

the game the experience in playing the game should be exciting for both the players and 

the parents. 
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