
 

QUICK GUIDE 
STRIKE OR BALL? 

(refer to the latest Babe Ruth League, Inc. Rules & Regulations for detailed explanations and approved 
rulings) 

 
(OBR 2.00) BALL – a pitch which does not enter the strike zone in flight and is not struck at by 
the batter. 
  
(OBR 2.00) STRIKE is a legal pitch when so called by the umpire, which – 

(a) Is struck at by the batter and is missed; 
(b) Is not struck at, if any part of the ball passes through any part of the strike zone; 
(c) Is fouled by the batter when he has less than two strikes; 
(d) Is bunted foul; 
(e) Touches the batter as he strikes at it; 
(f) Touches the batter in flight in the strike zone; 
(g) Becomes a foul tip. 

 
(OBR 2.00) STRIKE ZONE – That area over home plate the upper limit of which is a horizontal 
line at the midpoint between the top of the shoulders and the top of the uniform pants, and the 
lower level is a line at the hollow beneath the kneecap. 
 The strike zone shall be determined from the batter’s stand as he is prepared to hit a ball. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Situation 1: Pitched Ball hits batter while he is in the batter’s box – 
• If the ball is in the strike zone when it touches the batter, it shall be called a STRIKE, 

whether or not the batter tries to avoid the ball (6.08b) 
• If the ball is outside the strike zone when it touches the batter, it shall be called a BALL if 

he makes no attempt to avoid being touched. 
 
Situation 2: The pitch touches the ground and bounces through the strike zone, it is a BALL. 

• If such pitch touches the batter, he shall be awarded first base. 
• If the batter swings at such a pitch after two strikes, the ball cannot be caught for the 

purpose of rule 6.05c and 6.09b. 
• If the batter hits such a pitch, the ensuing action shall be the same as if he hit the ball in 

flight. 


