
 

QUICK GUIDE 
RUNNER IS OUT 

(refer to the latest Babe Ruth League, Inc. Rules & Regulations and the Official Baseball Rules for 
detailed explanations and approved rulings) 

(OBR rule 7.08) Any runner is out when – 
(a)(1) He runs more than three feet away from his baseline to avoid being tagged 
unless he is trying to avoid interference with a fielder fielding a batted ball. 
(a)(2) After touching first base, he leaves the baseline, obviously abandoning his 
effort to touch the next base. 
(b) He intentionally interferes with a thrown ball; or hinders a fielder attempting to 
make a play on a batted ball; 

 (c) he is tagged when the ball is alive, while off his base (see exceptions in the 
rulebook). 

 (d) he fails to retouch his base after a fair or foul ball is legally caught before he, 
or his base, is tagged by a fielder. 

• He shall not be called out for failure to retouch his base after the 
first following pitch, or any play or attempted play. This is an 
appeal play. 

 (e) he or the next base is tagged before he touches the next base, after he has 
been forced to advance by reason of the batter becoming a runner. 

 (f) he is touched by a fair ball in fair territory before the ball has touched or 
passed an infielder: 

• Exception: If a runner is touching his base when touched by an 
Infield Fly, he is not out, although the batter is out; If runner is 
touched by an Infield Fly when he is not touching his base, both 
runner and batter are out. 

 (g) he attempts to score on a play in which the batter interferes with the play at 
home base before two are out. With two out, the interference puts the batter out 
and no score counts. 

 (h) he passes a preceding runner before such runner is out 

 (i) after he has acquired legal possession of a base, he runs the bases in reverse 
order for the purpose of confusing the defense. 

 (j) he fails to return at once to first base after overring or over sliding that base. 

 (k) in running or sliding for home base, he fails to touch home base and makes 
no attempt to return to the base, when a fielder holds the ball in his hand, while 
touching home base and appeals to the umpire for a decision. 


