
 

QUICK GUIDE 
RUNNERS ADVANCE 

(refer to the latest Babe Ruth League, Inc. Rules & Regulations and the Official Baseball Rules for 
detailed explanations and approved rulings) 

A runner may advance ONE BASE when – 
(OBR rule 7.04a) There is a balk 

(OBR rule 7.04b) The batter’s advance forces the runner to advance 

(OBR rule 7.04c) A fielder after catching a fly ball, falls into a bench or stand or falls 
across ropes into a crowd when fans are on the field; 
(OBR rule 7.04d) While he is attempting to steal a base, the batter is interfered with 
by the catcher or any other fielder; 
(OBR rule 7.04e) A fielder deliberately touches a pitched ball with his cap, mask or 
any part of his uniform detached from its proper place on his person 
 Award is made from the position of the runner at the time the ball is 
touched. 
 
(OBR rule 7.05h) If a ball, pitched to the batter, or thrown by the pitcher from his 
position on the pitcher’s plate to a base to catch a runner, goes into a stand or a 
bench or over or through a field fence or backstop. 
(OBR rule 7.05i) if the batter becomes a runner on ball four or strike three, when 
the pitch passes the catcher and lodges in the umpire’s mask or paraphernalia. 
(OBR rule 7.05j) if a field deliberately touches a pitched ball with his cap, mask or 
any part of his uniform detached from its proper place on his person. 

 
Each runner including the batter-runner may, without liability to be put out, advance 
TWO BASES – 

(OBR rule 7.05d) If a fielder deliberately touches a thrown ball with his cap, mask 
or any part of his uniform detached.  NOTE: if the ball is not touched there is no 
penalty. 
(OBR rule 7.05e) If a fielder deliberately throws his glove at and touches a thrown 
ball.  NOTE: The ball is alive. 
(OBR rule 7.05f) If a fair ball bounds or is deflected into the stands outside the first 
or third base foul lines; or if it goes through or under field fence, shrubbery or 
scoreboard, or if it sticks in these. 
(OBR rule 7.05g) With no spectators on the playing field a thrown ball goes into the 
stands or into a bench, or over or under a field fence, slanted part of the screen 
above the backstop, or remains in the messes of a screen. Note: the ball is dead. 
 In all cases the umpire shall govern the position of the runners at the time 

the wild throw was made. 
  



 
Each runner including the batter-runner may, without liability to be put out, advance 
THREE BASES – 

(OBR rule 7.05b) If a fielder deliberately touches a fair ball with his cap, mask or any 
part of his uniform detached.  NOTE: if the ball is not touched there is no penalty. 
 (OBR rule 7.05c) If a fielder deliberately throws his glove and touches a fair ball. 
NOTE: if the ball is not touched there is no penalty. 

   

 
 
Each runner including the batter-runner may, without liability to be put out, advance to 
HOME, scoring a run – 

(OBR rule 7.0ta) If a fair ball goes out of the playing field in flight or if a fair ball 
which, in the umpire’s judgment, would have gone out of the playing field in flight, 
is deflected by the act of a fielder in throwing his glove, cap or any article of his 
apparel. 

 
 
 
 

 


