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Clifton League 
Begins New 

Chapter 
 
      There has been a Babe Ruth 
League chartered in Clifton, NJ 
since 1952, a year after the 
league was started in Hamilton, 
NJ.  Currently the Cal Ripken 
Division charter is being 
administered by the Clifton 
Midget League. 
     As the town of Clifton 
celebrates its 100th anniversary 
and the Clifton Cal Ripken/Babe 
Ruth League celebrates its 65th 
anniversary, a new chapter 
begins. 
   The CML has formed a Buddy 
Ball team for special-needs 
athletes.  Every player will have 
an on-field shadow to ensure they 
are safe and in tune with the play 
on the field. 
   Clifton resident Robert 
Marriello has a 10-year-old son 
who is a baseball fanatic who has 
autism.  He told his dad “I just 
want to play ball”.   

 
   Marriello had an idea and 
approached Tyler Reed, the CML 
president, asking him for a patch 

of grass at the baseball park so he 
could throw down some bases 
and teach special needs children 
the basics of the game. 
   Reed told him “if we’re going 
to do this, we’re going to do it 
right.” He told them they would 
get Field #1 with the scoreboard.  
Reed said Marriello’s team of 20 
Clifton youths would officially 
join the nearly 300 players from 
ages 5 to 12 who play in the 28-
team Cal Ripken league. 
   Reed told him that “everything 
you do is going to be fully 
integrated because we’re doing it 
together.” 
   The league’s long-time uniform 
vendor donated the Buddy Ball 
team’s jerseys at no cost. 
   “There won’t be stats or 
standings,” Marriello said. “This 
is just for the love of the game. 
They will have an activity once a 
week that’s non-threating where 
there’s no bullying.” ♦ 

 
 

Baseball Quote 
“Last year, more Americans went 
to symphonies then went to 
baseball games. This may be 
viewed as an alarming statistic, 
but I think that both baseball and 
the country will endure.” 

         ~ President John F. Kennedy 
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Expansion of CR 
Major/70 WS 

 Babe Ruth League, Inc. is 
implementing a new opportunity 
for the Cal Ripken Division to 
expand participation at the CR 
Major/70 WS that will result in 
more leagues having the 
opportunity to participate in this 
once-in-a-lifetime experience. 
     Beginning with the 2017 
tournament season, the leagues 
that win their respective 2017 CR 
Major/70 11-Year-Old Regional 
Tournament will be invited to 
participate as invitational teams 
at the 2018 CR Major/70 WS. 
     The leagues involved will be 
required to pay their own travel 
to and from the 2018 CR 
Major/70 WS and lodging at an 
approved World Series hotel. 
     The league accepting this 
invitation will be permitted to 
participate in the 2018 CR 
Major/70 District and State 
competition but will not be 
eligible to participate in regional 
play. ♦ 

 

 

What Other Rule? 
 An umpire down in 
Florida who has been a long-time 
official with the Treasure Coast 
Officials Association, was over-
heard asking a coach who was 
grousing about a call, “What 
other rule would you like me to 
ignore today, Coach?”   

     In 1875, The Robert M. 
DeWitt Publishing Company of 
New York pubished DeWitt ‘s 

Baseball Umpire’s Guide, a 
Complete Book of Instructions to 
the Umpires of the Professional 
and Amateur Arena, edited by 
Henry Chadwick, there is the 
following paragraph. 

     “The duties of the Umpire in 
Base Ball are, first, to correctly 
interpret the laws of the game. 
Secondly, to see that the 
contestants do their work on the 
field and at the bat fairly and as 
the rules of the game require. 
Thirdly, to decide all disputed 
points of play which may occur 
during the progress of a match 
game. What he cannot do, 
however, is to refuse to enforce 
any section of the code of rules 
under which he is empowered 
to act in the position. “ 

    That is precisely the point the 
umpire was referencing when he 
asked the dissenting coach, 
“What other rule would you like 
me to ignore today, Coach?” 
Nothing has changed in the 
umpire’s code of ethics with 
respect to rule enforcement in the 
past 135 years. Umpires are not 
hired to pick and choose the rules 
they will enforce and those they 
will not enforce. They are hired 
for their knowledge of the rules 
and their ability to enforce all of 
them impartially. There is a fine 
line between not enforcing any 
section of the code of rules under 
which they as umpires are 
empowered to act and being a 
walking rule-book-accident 
waiting to happen. That is 
another reason they are hired; to 
employ common sense as they 
facilitate the game through its 
innings. To the extent that they 
walk that tightrope carefully, 

they will be upholding the best 
demonstrated practices of great 
officiating, and will have 
provided the players, coaches, 
and fans with the oversight of the 
game to which they are entitled. 

So, respect the umpires and their 
knowledge of the game’s rules. 

  Reprinted from a blog posted March 
14, 2010 by Steve Johnson♦ 

 

 

 

 



 

Regional 
Tournaments 

10-year-old 
Site: Basking Ridge, NNJ 
Host League: Ridge Baseball CRL 
Dates: July 20-24 
 
12-year-old / 60 ft. 
Site: Poughkeepsie, ENY 
Host League: Poughkeepsie CRL 
Dates: July 19-23 
 
12-year-old / 70 ft. 
Site: Clifton Park, ENY 
Host League: Clifton Park CRL 
Dates: July 18-22    
13-year-old 
Site: Somers Point, SNJ  
Host League: Atlantic Shore BRL 
Dates: July 25-30 
 
14-year-old 
Site:  Hamilton, SNJ 
Host League: Hamilton BRL 
Dates:  July 25-29 
 
13-15-year-old 
Site: Niskayuna, ENY 
Host League: Niskayuna BRL 
Dates:  July 25-29 
 
16-18-year-old 
Site: Mt. Olive, NNJ 
Host League: Mt. Olive BRL 
Dates:  July 20-24 
 
 

 

2017 TOURNMENTS 

Invitational 
Tournaments 

8-year-old 
Site: Troy, ENY 
Host League: Spring Youth CRL 
Dates:  July 27-31 
 
9-year-old 
Site: Douglassville, NWPA 
Host League: Daniel Boone CRL 
Dates:  July 27 - 31 
 
11-year-old / 70 ft. 
Site: Clifton Park, ENY 
Host League: Clifton Park CRL 
Dates:  July 27-31 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
World Series  
 
Cal Ripken 10-Year-Old 
Site:  Hammond, IN 
Dates:  Aug. 5-12 
 
Cal Ripken Div. Major/ 60’ 
Site: Clemmons, NC 
Dates:  Aug. 3-10 
  
Cal Ripken Div. Major/70’ 
Site: Branson, MO 
Dates:  Aug. 3-10 
 
 
13-year-old 
Site:  Mountain Home, AR  
Dates:  Aug.10-17 
 
14-year-old 
Site: Glen Allen, VA 
Dates:  Aug. 10-17 
 
13-15-year-old 
Site: Lawrenceburg, TN 
Dates: Aug. 10-17 
 
16-18-year-old 
Site: Ephrata, WA 
Dates: Aug. 5-12 

SOFTBALL WS 
Site: Jensen Beach/Stuart, FL 
  8U: July 28- Aug 5 
10U: July 28 – Aug 5 
12U: July 28 – Aug 5 
14U: July 19- 27 
16U: July 29-27 
18U: July 29 -27 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


