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 Piedmont Buddy 
Ball a Success 

 
    The Piedmont Babe Ruth 
Baseball and Softball League in 
Hockessin, DE was anxious to 
start a Buddy Ball program for 
some time. They got their wish in 
2016 when they opened the 
inaugural Buddy Ball season in 
May.  
     Over 20 players with physical 
or intellectual challenges 
participated in the opening 
season. Players, buddies, friends, 
and relatives along with Rocky 
Bullwinkle, the Wilmington Blue 
Rocks mascot, joined together to 
open the season.  
     The players hit the ball off a 
tee; some in wheelchairs, and 
advanced one base at a time. 
Games were played over a 4-
week period in the Spring and 
two weeks in the Fall with many 
highlights. Buddy Ball 
Commissioner Manny Alvarez 
said he is not sure who had the 
most fun the players, the buddies 
or the spectators.  
     The league prepared two 
fields for Buddy Ball play with 
league members and league 
supporters stepping up to donate 
time, labor and material to the 
field work. Everyone seemed 
interested in Buddy ball. 
     The Buddies, who assist the 
players, were in some cases 

siblings but mostly local high 
school students, baseball and 
softball players. St. Mark’s High 
School JV and Varsity softball 
team came in mass to support the 
new league. Other schools 
represented as buddies or 
coaching assistants were Tower 
Hill, Brandywine Springs and the 
Charter School. 
     The season highlight came 
when Jax, a 6-year-old, 
attempting to score from third 
pulled off an unexpected Pete 
Rose headfirst slide into home. 
The place went crazy as he got 
up and dusted himself off. 
Somebody has been watch 
baseball for sure. 
     Piedmont would like to thank 
BRB Commissioner Robert 
Faherty and the various leagues 
that gave advice on starting a 
Buddy Ball league but especially 
to Steve Onorato and Steve 
Johnson Buddy Ball Directors of 
East Brunswick Baseball League.  
    Piedmont is looking forward to 
a second great season which 
opens on April 23rd. ♦ 
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Baseball Quote 
“In the beginning, there was no 
baseball. But ever since there 
have been few beginnings as 
good as the start of a new 
baseball season. It is the most 
splendid time in sport.” 

     ~ B.J. Phillips 
Time (1981) 

 

 

Celebrating Forty 
Years 

      It says a lot about a 
community that they are willing 
to devote their time and resources 
to provide their youth with a 
positive and educational sports 
experience.   
     Congratulations to the 
Piedmont Babe Ruth Baseball 
and Softball League in 
Hockessin, DE for celebrating 40 
years of affiliation with Babe 
Ruth Baseball, Inc. in 2017. 
 
 

Gender Oriented 
Volunteerism 

 Does your league have 
trouble getting volunteers to help 
out with the teams?  Do you need 
more volunteers for concession 
stands, etc.? Try getting rid of the 
gender oriented division that 
exists in volunteerism. 

Youth sports often use 
gendered language drawn from 
family relations.  Team coaches 
are never referred to as the “team 
dads” but support volunteers are 

consistently referred to as “team 
moms”.  

Because the role is often 
defined as “feminine” men do not 
want to take on the role of team 
parent. Many consider the role to 
be trivial and unimportant and 
too domesticated. 

 Leagues often make the 
mistake of assuming that fathers 
will volunteer to be assistant 
coaches and mothers to be “team 
moms” and they recruit 
accordingly.  

This sometimes means 
that the woman who becomes the 
team parent has done so only 
because the system has coerced 
her into taking the job. 

If your team is lacking for 
volunteers take a good look at 
your system.  Call your league 
support structure “Team Parents” 
and treat the job accordingly. 
Open up ALL volunteer 
positions to anyone, regardless 
of gender, who is willing and 
capable of doing the job. Treat all 
volunteers in every position with 
the same respect. ♦ 

 

 
Kudos Where 
Kudos is Due 

Do you have a league, a 
group, or a volunteer that is 
doing something that you think 
they should be recognized for?  
Giving recognition to those in 
our region was one of the reasons 
this newsletter was started. If you 
have a story, send your info to 
marbaberuth@optimum.net to be 
put into a future newsletter. ♦ 

2017 Regional 
Tournament Sites 

The regional tournament 
sites have been set as follows. 
Note the date cited is the 
tentative start date.   

8 years-old: Troy, ENY, July 28. 

9 years-old: Douglassville, 
NWPA, July 28. 

10 years-old: Basking Ridge, 
NNJ, July 20. 

11/70:  Clifton Park, ENY, July 
28. 

12/ 60: Poughkeepsie, ENY, July 
18. 

12/70: Clifton Park, ENY, July 
18. 

 

 

13 Years-old: Somers Point, 
SNJ, July 25. 

14 Years-old: Hamilton, SNJ, 
July 25. 

13-15 years-old: Niskayuna, 
ENY, July 25 

16-18 years-old: Mount Olive, 
NNJ, July 20.  
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