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Guidelines for Cancellation of Activity on  

Town of Longmeadow Athletic Fields 
 
Due to inclement weather and poor field conditions, the Town of Longmeadow reserves 

the right to deny an athletic activity or event from playing on a Town field.  The two 

main purposes of this policy are to ensure the safety of the participants and to prevent 

Town fields from getting abused and destroyed when the turf is vulnerable. Parks & 

Recreation Staff, DPW, LHS Athletic Director, Longmeadow Police Department or any 

other designated person (such as the on-site home team coach or referee)  may deny use 

of a field and/or require an activity to stop. 

 

Authorized Parties to Call Cancellations: 

 Using the criteria below, the LHS Athletic Director will cancel all high school 

play by 1:00pm, M-F for day games and by 3:00pm but not before 1:00pm, M-F 

for night games. 

 Using the criteria below, the Grounds Foreman will cancel all play other than for 

the high school, by 3:00pm but not before 1:00pm, M-F. 

 Using the criteria below, the adult responsible for each youth and adult sport (i.e. 

Sport Association President) will cancel play on weekends. 

 All cancellations that occur Monday-Friday will be recorded on the LPRD hotline 

565.2255. 

*The Athletic Director reserves the right to make the final determination on field use 

cancellations for school fields. 

*The Director of Parks and Recreation reserves the right to make the final determination 

on field use cancellations for town fields. 

 

 

Conditions that require cancellation of an activity: 

 

1.  Standing puddles of water on the field 

2.  Footing is unsure and slippery 

3.  Ground is water logged and “squishy”. 

4.  Grass can be pulled out of ground easily 

5.  Lightning 

6.  Severe weather storms 

When should activities be stopped?  

The sooner that activities are stopped and people get to a safe place, the greater the level 

of safety. In general, a significant lightning threat extends outward from the base of a 

thunderstorm cloud about 6 to 10 miles. Therefore, people should move to a safe place 

when a thunderstorm is 6 to 10 miles away. Also, the plan’s guidelines should account 

for the time it will take for everyone to get to safety. Here are some criteria that could be 

used to halt activities. 
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 If you see lightning. The ability to see lightning varies depending on the time of 

day, weather conditions, and obstructions such as trees, mountains, etc. In clear 

air, and especially at night, lightning can be seen from storms more than 10 miles 

away provided that obstructions don’t limit the view of the thunderstorm.  

 If you hear thunder. Thunder can usually be heard for a distance of about 10 

miles provided that there is no background noise. Traffic, wind, and 

precipitation may limit the ability to hear thunder to less than 10 miles. If 

you hear thunder, though, it’s a safe bet that the storm is within ten miles.  
 Regarding play at LHS or Williams, the lightning horn will sound and indicate 

early warning to evacuate the field.   

In addition to any of the above criteria, activities should be halted if the sky looks 

threatening. Thunderstorms can develop directly overhead and some storms may develop 

lightning just as they move into an area.  

Where should people go for safe shelter?  

There is no place outside that is safe in or near a thunderstorm. Consequently, people 

need to stop what they are doing and get to a safe place immediately. Small outdoor 

buildings including dugouts, rain shelters, sheds, etc., are NOT SAFE. 
Substantial buildings with wiring and plumbing provide the greatest amount of 

protection. Office buildings, schools, and homes are examples of buildings that would 

offer good protection. Once inside, stay away from windows and doors and anything that 

conducts electricity such as corded phones, wiring, plumbing, and anything connected to 

these. 

In the absence of a substantial building, a hard-topped metal vehicle with the windows 

closed provides good protection. Occupants should avoid contact with metal in the 

vehicle and, to the extent possible, move away from windows.  

When should activities be resumed?  

Because electrical charges can linger in clouds after a thunderstorm has passed, experts 

agree that people should wait at least 30 minutes after the storm before resuming 

activities. 

Who should monitor the weather and who is responsible to make the decision to 

stop activities?  

Lightning safety plans should specify that someone be designated to monitor the weather 

for lightning. The ‘lightning monitor’ should not be the coach, umpire, or referee, as 

they are not able to devote the attention needed to adequately monitor conditions. 

The ‘lightning monitor’ must know the plan’s guidelines and be empowered to 

assure that those guidelines are followed. 
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What should be done if someone is struck by lightning?  

Most victims can survive a lightning strike; however, medical attention may be needed 

immediately -- have someone call for medical help. Victims do not carry an electrical 

charge and should be attended to at once. In many cases, the victim’s heart and/or 

breathing may have stopped and CPR and/or an AED may be needed to revive them. The 

victim should continue to be monitored until medical help arrives; heart and/or 

respiratory problems could persist, or the victim could go into shock. If possible, move 

the victim to a safer place away from the threat of another lightning strike.  

More information:  

 Lightning Safety for the Family  

 National Collegiate Athletic Association ightning safety recommendations used 

for intercollegiate athletic events  

 Local lightning or weather safety information: contact the nearest National 

Weather Service Office nearest you.  

 Find out more about NOAA Weather Radio, your 24/7 source for weather and 

emergency information  

 

 

When games are played or special events are conducted on fields with poor/unsafe 

conditions, it often causes irreversible damage to the field. It takes months, sometimes 

years, for the field to get back into quality playing condition. 

 

We require that all maintenance on fields is conducted by the town unless previously 

arranged.  This includes not putting  diamond dust, kitty litter, peat moss or any other 

drying agent (or what people think is a drying agent) on the infield skin clay. 

 

 

Teams, Leagues and/or organizations that refuse to follow the policy will be subject to 

the following disciplinary action: 

 

1.  First Offense:  Written warning to team and President of the 

Organization 

 

2.  Second Offense:  Suspension of the team or organization from practicing or game 

play on fields for one week. 

 

3.  Third Offense:  Forfeiture of a team's privilege to either practice or 

play games on Town of Longmeadow fields for the remainder of the season. 

 

 

 

http://www.weather.gov/os/lightning/resources/lightning-safety.pdf
http://www.ncaa.org/sports_sciences/sports_med_handbook/1d.pdf
http://www.ncaa.org/sports_sciences/sports_med_handbook/1d.pdf
http://www.stormready.noaa.gov/contact.htm
http://www.stormready.noaa.gov/contact.htm

