Hi everyone,

My name is Janet and I'm the current Ringgold Boys’ soccer booster president.  I'm sending this information to all of you so that you have some basic start up information.  Our new middle school coach is Nick Cichon, and we are really excited to have him!  More information will be coming soon regarding practice dates and such.
   
I am always open to questions.  I was a new parent and totally clueless once, so please, don't wonder about anything, just ask!

If any of you know of another boy that is interested in playing, please let me know.  We had some kids on a sign-up sheet that we don't have contact information for.

We are really excited about this middle school team and looking forward to a great year!!
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WELCOME RINGGOLD RAM MEN’S SOCCER BOOSTERS!

We are excited to kick off the 2017-18 soccer season filled with excitement and fun both on and off the field.  The booster organization is comprised of the families of all Middle School and High School players.  It is our goal to work as a team for the team.  We exist as a volunteer organization to provide the “extras” enjoyed by the team.  The officers serve as liaisons with the coaching staff, but do not have any authority as to coaching decisions or field play.  Likewise, the coaching staff supports the booster’s efforts as they are consulted and participate in the events we sponsor, but do not determine how our budget is allocated.  A list of committees is attached and will provide a good overview of some of the “extra” things we do off the field in support of our players and coaches who work so hard on the field.  It is expected that every family sign up for at least one committee and works in the concession stand.  
Officer positions are 2 years per term.  An officer may be re-elected for 2 consecutive terms for the same position.  Voting takes place in October-November and new officers take their role after the banquet in January.  Your current officers are:
Janet Walters:  President
Colleen Lombardi:  Vice President 
Felicia Garrett:  Treasurer
Betsy Schoedel:  Secretary
Chrissy Cole:  Middle School Vice President 

Your current coaches:
High School
Head Coach:  Steve Persaud 
Assistant/JV Coach:  Jim Brandemarte 

Middle School
Head Coach:  Nich Cichon
Assistant Coach: Jesse Pry

Athletic Director
Laura Grimm,  724-258-2200

Please “favorite” the website:  http://www.leaguelineup.com/welcome.asp?url=ringgoldmenssoccer   for Middle School, JV and Varsity schedules, standings and rosters.  Our booster minutes are posted there as well as updates, concession schedules, ball boy schedules, and our by-laws.  Please, take the time to read the by-laws.  A lot of very helpful information is housed there.
The Ringgold Athletic department website is :  http://ringgoldrams.org/    Here you will find schedules, standings, headshots, and information that is from the Athletic Director, Laura Grimm.
We have a contract with One-Call.  This service allows communication via voice, text, and e-mail.  Please make sure Janet has the phone number(s) where you would like to receive these messages. The officer contact, website and one-call information are provided in order to promote communication and ensure every family has easy access to all soccer news.  Please take advantage of them and stay involved.
You will receive notice of booster meetings at least one week in advance.   Coming to the meetings ensures you are informed of all activities and have a voice in all decisions. When we discuss finances and volunteer opportunities, we do so in terms of players.  Each family gets one vote per player. For example, if you have 2 players, you will get 2 votes at meeting, and take 2 turns in the concession stand. To make the most of the season for our players, everyone’s active participation in the booster organization is essential.  Meeting minutes will be posted on league lineup in brief of what may have been discussed.   The best way for you to have the most up to date information is to attend the meetings.  We, as officers, try our best to stick to the agenda and keep everyone’s time in consideration.

The Ringgold Men’s Soccer Team has seen many WPIAL playoffs and championship games.  Along with their coaches, we are proud of how hard our players work on and off the field.  It is expected that our coaches support and respect all player’s academic and civic obligations, and in return expect complete focus and when on the field.   We have complete confidence in our coaches and expect them to also be completely focused on our players.  Therefore, we respectfully ask that you let them do what they do best.  If you have a question about your player, please ask to speak to the coach privately sometime other than game day.  If you have a general question or concern, any booster officer would be happy to speak to you anytime and help to get you the answers you need.  Also, please encourage your player to arrive on time, stay properly hydrated and stretched in addition to giving 100% effort at practice and game day.  It is important to avoid injury and to be able to play competitively that all players pay attention to their hydration and physical condition.  
All players are taken, by bus, to and from all away games.  Players are required to ride with the team unless special arrangements are made and permission slips are signed with the coach.  Usually the bus leaves between 1 and 1 ½ hours before each game from the high school.  Middle school players are picked up at the middle school.  A confirmation blast will be sent out prior to game day to confirm times.  
The Boosters provide food for the players on the bus after their away games on the way home.  We try to keep these healthy.  Drinks are also provided.  If your player has any allergies, please make us aware as soon as possible.
Practice schedules are given out by our coaches.  For now, our middle school team will practice at the Racetrack field in Monongahela.  They are taken by bus right after school and parent will pick them up at the Racetrack.  Please keep in mind, this field is often wet and muddy, and the best soccer spikes may not be a good idea.  In addition, sunscreen and bug spray are encouraged. 
Uniforms are passed out before the season.  They are signed for by each player and expected to be returned in the shape it was given.  One pair of blue and white socks are given to each player.  Individual and team pictures are taken each year after uniform pass out.  
Fundraising is a very important part of our organization.  This money allows us to provide all of the extras for our teams including a bbq at the end of mandatories, occasional pizza parties, food for away games, additions to uniforms, gifts at the banquet, and much more.  There will be mandatory fundraisers with a buy-out option.  
High School season typically starts with a pre-season outdoor tournament, 2 scrimmages, and then the regular season.  Middle school season typically starts after Labor Day.  Practices are year round for all teams.  While some are not considered, “mandatory,” they are encouraged.   Soccer is one of the most physical of sports and we like to keep our players in tip top shape for their best health!
Varsity games consist of two 40 minute halves, with a 10 minute intermission.  JV games consist of two 30 minute halves with a 10 minute intermission.  There are some Varsity games with no JV game as some schools don’t have a JV team.   JV players attend all Varsity games.  Players are typically expected to be at the field for home games 45-60 minutes early to warm up.  Away game bus times are sent out weekly.  
Middle school players serve as ball boys for the Varsity games.  The schedule is created and managed by the Middle school coach.  
We play indoor tournaments during the Winter.  These are put on by local schools as a fundraiser for their boosters.  (We do this as well.)  These tournaments are typically current 8th through 11th grade players.  These are very fun events for both players and parents.  Cost is typically $20 per tournament.  Players will need to buy t-shirts for these tournaments at $5 each.  
Our indoor tournament is one of our biggest fundraisers.  The best thing about this is that the profit money has typically been split between families that work the tournament to go into their individual account to help pay for summer camp.  We host about 20 teams.  We hold concession, raffles, and other money makers.  All help is welcome and this is usually held in February or March.  
Individual accounts.  Some fundraisers (including the indoor tournament,) are set aside for individual accounts.  This money may be used for summer camp, to pay for other indoor tournaments, or to purchase a new backpack or other items as needed.  If a player leaves the organization, all money in their individual account goes into the Booster general fund.  
Separate emails will be coming to you regarding signing up for committees, concession, and other information. I’ve really tried to give some basic information while covering as much as possible.  Please, if you have any questions, concerns, or comments, the booster officers are here to help.  We have all been new parents, and no question is too much.  We are truly here with all of our players best interest in mind.  Help us make this season a fabulous one for everyone!!
See you all soon, 
Janet Walters
724-344-3509
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