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Section 1. League fees 

There are no leagues fees for the Fall Baseball League. 

Each team must be insured and must supply a copy of their insurance upon request. 

Section 2. Requirement for Play 

Unless approved by the District Commissioner in writing, all players shall have fulfilled the following 

requirements prior to playing in a League game: 

Player Eligibility 

Must live within leagues boundaries and be up proper age.  Players are assigned their division of 

play based upon 2017 age rules (age as of May 1, 2017) 

Rosters 

Each team must have at least 10 players on their roster and no more than 15 players.   

Fields 

Each team must have a home field and submit field openings for the expected schedule. 

Managers and coaches 

Teams must have one Ripken/Babe Ruth certified manager and up to two (2) additional coaches per 

team 

Coaches are permitted to warm up the pitcher between innings or in bullpen 

A scorekeeper may be in the dugout, as space allows 

Section 3. Game Lineups 

In order to start a game on time, the batting order of each team shall be submitted 15 minutes prior to the start 

of the game. All players must be on the list and accounted for.  

At this time, the Manager needs to announce his Roster Strategy: 

Continuous Batting Order– everyone bats and free substitution is allowed. 

If a player is injured or leaves the game early when using a continuous batting order, the batting order 

will skip that batter without penalty. 

If a player is ejected when using a continuous batting order, the defense will be awarded an out each 

time the ejected player's turn at bat occurs. 

Late arrivals can be added in the bottom of the lineup. 
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Traditional Starting Lineup -   9/10 man roster with designated substitutes. 

A tenth hitter can be added to the batting order during regular season league games. “EH” is optional. This 

player will be indicated in the line-up as the "EH" (extra hitter) as described in Section 10. 

Late arrivals may be placed on the lineup card as substitutes. 

Starters may be reinserted in their original spot in the starting lineup. 

Each player on the lineup card must play at least 3 innings in the field and get at least one plate appearance. 

If a player is injured or ejected, a substitute must be used to replace the player in the lineup.  If no more 

substitutes remain, the opposing manager picks the player to be placed in the lineup. 

Section 4. Team Responsibilities 

The Home Team is responsible for all preparation and cleanup of field. 

9yo – 15yo (Minors, Majors & Babe Ruth) 

 The home team for umpires for regular season games, teams split the cost in the playoffs 

 The home field will schedule two certified umpires per game. 

8yo (Rookie)  

 The home team for umpires for regular season games, teams split the cost in the playoffs 

 The home field will schedule one certified umpire per game. 

The home team will provide the home plate umpire with 3 new baseballs per game and, visitors 

will provide any others as needed. 

Home team will provide game results to the District Commissioner within 24 hours 

Each Manager is responsible for cleanup of their respective dugout. 

Section 5. League Game Rules 

All League games will be played under the Official Major League Baseball (National League) and the Cal 

Ripken and Babe Ruth Baseball Rules and Regulations. All managers and coaches are responsible to be 

familiar with these rules and regulations. 

Section 6. Season 

All teams must be available to play on Saturdays from Sept 10th to Oct 29th.  Game times will be declared by the 

home team.  All teams must declare date availability for scheduling by Sept 2nd.  Sundays will serve as rain 

dates, if both teams are available to play. 

Teams must play a minimum of 5 of the 6 scheduled games to be eligible for the championship round on Oct 22
nd

, 

23
rd
 & 29

th
.  Championship round will be by random draw, 2 game minimum.   

Divisions/teams electing to not participate in a championship round will be scheduled 6 games. 

Game time may be changed after the “final” schedule is published with the mutual consent of the opponent. 

Where there is not agreement, the original game time starts will be official. Each team will make every 

reasonable effort to comply with schedule changes. Changes in starting time should be communicated to your 

opponents as far in advance as possible. 

Confirm Games - Managers are REQUIRED to confirm game times and locations with each other by 

WEDNESDAY of each week. The home team manager shall initiate the confirming phone call. 
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Section 7. Duration of Games & Ten or Twelve Run Rule 

8yo – 12yo (Rookie, Minors & Majors) 

 6 innings in a regulation game 

 No new inning shall start after 2 hours from the 1
st
 pitch 

 10 run rule applies after 4 complete innings  

13yo-15yo (Babe Ruth) 

 7 innings in a regulation game 

 No new inning shall start after 2 ½ hours from the 1
st
 pitch 

 10 run rule applies after 5 complete innings. 

Note: Teams may play additional innings, as time allows, upon agreement by BOTH managers AND 

umpires prior to the start of the game.  Only regulation innings will count towards standings. 

Section 8. Replacement of an Injured Player or Ejected Player 

Injuries 

A player may be removed from the game for reason of injury at any time. 

Your team insurance injury report must be filled out ASAP and submitted to your insurance company. 

A player removed from the game for an injury MAY NOT reenter the game. No exceptions! 

If a player is injured during game one of a double header, he may play in game two if he is deemed 

healthy enough by the manager. 

Ejections 

A player ejected please see Section 27. 

The replacement for the injured or ejected player shall be designated, by the manager, in the 

following order of eligibility: 

(a) a player who has not yet entered the game 

(b) a starting player who has been removed once from the game. 

If there are no legal subs left; see Starter Re-entry rule. A game can be finished with 8 players, but each 

time the removed player’s name comes up in the lineup, it counts as an out for the team. 
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Section 9. Starter Re-entry 

Player re-entry is governed by the official re-entry rule as stated in the Official Babe Ruth or Cal Ripken Rule 

Book. 

Any of the ten starting players may withdraw and re-enter once provided such player occupies the 

same batting order position whenever he is in the lineup. A substitute, once withdrawn may not re-

enter. A continuous line up with free defensive substitution is allowed, but must be declared at the 

beginning of the game. 

There may be no agreements made for free-substitution of players. Unless a “Continuous Line Up” is 

declared PRIOR to the start of the game. 

All pitchers are governed by the provisions of Official Baseball Rule 3.05 if withdrawn while on the mound. 

Re-entry of a player otherwise ineligible to return will be permitted if all substitutes have been used and an 

injury occurs which prohibits the player from continuing the game. The opposing manager selects the 

substitute. When this event occurs, the injured player may not be reinserted.  

Section 10. EH 

An Extra Hitter is optional but must be announced at home plate before the game begins. 

If utilized, the extra hitter is considered to be a part of the legal lineup and as such can exchange defensive 

positions with other players just the same as any player in the lineup. A player that begins the game as an 

EH, or becomes an EH at any time thereafter is not required to remain solely as the EH. 

Section 11. DH 

Designated Hitters are not allowed 

Section 12. Courtesy Runner & On Deck Batter 

A courtesy runner for the catcher and pitcher is allowed when there are two outs in the inning.  The courtesy 

runner MUST be an available substitute or the last BATTED out.  The pitcher and/or catcher MUST begin the 

following half-inning at their position when a courtesy runner is used. 

An on-deck batter is allowed in the field of play unless prohibited by home field rules. 

Section 13.Sliding Rule 

There is no must slide rule. Head first sliding is only allowed in the Minors, Majors & Babe Ruth divisions. No 

head first for the Rookie division unless returning to a base. 

Section 14. Electronics 

Cell phones, IPods and other electronic devices are not allowed in the dugouts by players. Adults on the 

playing field or in dugouts must have their devices turned off during all games, unless used for scorekeeping 

purposes. Umpires will be made clear on this! 

Section 15. Playing Field 

All players and coaches must remain in the dugout area. No player is allowed outside the dugout for any 

reason other than specific game related activities. Coaches may stand behind the dugout fence or within the 

dugout dimensions. 



ENY Babe Cal Ripken / Babe Ruth 

2016 District 3 Fall Baseball League  

 Page 5             September 2016 

Section 16. Fake Bunt Rule 

Rookie, Minors & Majors only- A batter may not fake bunt and then take a full swing on the same pitch or the 

batter will be called out, runners will return to the base they previously occupied and scorebook will show this 

as a put out by the catcher 2-3. 

Section 17. Live Ball - Rookie & Minors 46/60 only 

A pitched ball is live until the pitcher has possession of the ball and is in contact with the pitching rubber and the 

catcher is in the catcher’s box ready to receive the next pitch. At that point the runners can no longer advance, 

unless that player was advancing before the defense was set. 

The ball becomes live if a play is attempted on a baserunner or the battery loses control of the ball. 

Pitched Ball:  A runner may advance after a pitched ball has crossed the plate. The Ball will be live until 

the Pitcher and Catcher are in position for the next pitch, the runner is not advancing, or a time out has 

been called. If the runner is advancing before the Pitcher and Catcher are in position he may continue to 

advance until they are stopped.  If the Pitcher and Catcher are in position and the runner is not advancing, 

or they are just leading off the base, the play is ended and the Ball is no longer live.  A runner may 

advance at any time until the play has ended. (Pitcher is on the rubber and the catcher is in position behind 

the plate). 

Example: If the Pitcher is walking back to the mound or the Catcher is putting gear on, the Ball is still 

live, and the runner may start to advance again.  (Catcher should ask for a "time out" before putting 

gear back on). 

A hit ball is live until the defense stops the play, NOT when the ball is simply thrown back to/towards the 

pitcher. The runners may advance until defense stops the play/runner. 

Hit Ball:  A hit ball is live until the runners have been stopped from advancement, the Pitcher is on the 

rubber with the ball and the Catcher is in position. If the runner is advancing before the Pitcher and 

Catcher are in position he may continue to advance until he is stopped. If the Pitcher and Catcher are in 

position and the runner is not advancing, or they are just leading off the base, the play is ended and the 

Ball is no longer live. 

Section 18. Intentional Walks 

Intentional walks are not automatic. The pitcher is required to throw four balls to the catcher. 

Section 19. Appeals 

The appeal of a missed base or a runner leaving the base early is not automatic. The umpire will not rule until 

the team on the field makes the proper appeal. 

Section 20. Batting Order 

A batting lineup will be made of either 9 batters without an extra hitter, 10 batters with an extra hitter, or a 

continuous batting lineup. Free defensive substitution is allowed ONLY when using a continuous batting order. 

Any of the lineups are optional but must be declared to the opposing manager before the game begins.  
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Section 21. Playing Time 

Each player on the lineup card must play at least 3 innings in the field and get at least one plate appearance.  

Failure to comply with this rule, unless due to injury or ejection, shall be a FORFEIT. 

Section 22. Pitching 

It is recommended that leagues consider the health and safety of the player at all times. Consideration must be 

given to where and when each player might have pitched in other places when determining limits. 

13yo– 15yo (Babe Ruth) 

3 innings (9 outs) per game maximum per pitcher 

10yo– 12yo- (Minors & Majors) 

2 innings (6 outs) per game maximum per pitcher 

8yo (Rookie) 

Pitchers allowed only 2 innings per game. One pitch in an inning constitutes an inning pitched 

Section 23. Trips to the Mound 

Trips to the mound by a manager or coach from the dugout are limited to one per inning per pitcher. The 

second trip in the same inning to the same pitcher will result in his removal from the game as pitcher. He 

may assume any other position. Any attempt to circumvent this rule will result in a trip being charged by 

the umpire. 

Section 24. Double headers 

The home team position will switch for the 2
nd

 game if two teams play a double header. 

Section 25. Infield Fly Rule 

11yo– 15yo (Majors & Babe Ruth) 

 The infield fly rule applies 

8yo-10yo (Rookie & Minors) 

 No infield fly rule 
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Section 26. Bats & Equipment 

All players’ uniforms should be baseball pants, matching shirts and hats. 

Managers and coaches should wear attire that represents their team/league. 

13yo- 15yo (Babe Ruth) 

 The bat may not exceed 34” in length and the barrel may not exceed 2-5/8” in diameter. 

 All aluminum/alloy barrel bats and all composite handle (only) aluminum/alloy barrels are 

allowed. 

 Only composite barrel bats certified and marked BBCOR .50 will be allowed. 

 

8yo– 12yo teams (Rookie, Minors & Majors) 

 The bat may not exceed 32”in length and the barrel may not exceed 2-¼” in diameter. 

 Only 2-¼” barrel non-wood bats marked BPF 1.15 will be allowed. 

 
 No metal spikes. 

Section 27. Non-regulation Games and Tied Regulation Games 

Once a game begins and the 1
st
 pitch is thrown the game will be completed in full with the following 

exceptions: 

All divisions- unless the “mercy rule” is applied.  

13yo- 15yo (Babe Ruth) 

If play is stopped for any reason, weather, darkness, etc. the game must have reached 5 complete innings. The 

final score will be the score of the last complete inning. 

8yo– 12yo teams (Rookie, Minors & Majors) 

If play is stopped for any reason, weather, darkness, etc. the game must have reached 4 complete innings. The 

final score will be the score of the last complete inning. 

If play is stopped for any reason and the proper numbers of innings are not complete, as stated above, the game 

will be resumed from the exact point it was stopped. The scheduler must be notified within 24hrs and will 

reschedule the game only if needed for post season berths. If not needed for a standings, the final score is the last 

compete inning. 
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Section 28. Protests & Game Disputes 

Questioning an umpire’s call is allowed during the game by the manager ONLY and he shall maintain at all 

times a professional manner while addressing the umpire. Coaches or scorekeepers that violate this rule will be 

subject to immediate ejection. Judgment calls cannot be disputed or protested.  

Protests and game disputes should be resolved by referencing the Rule Book and through mutual discussion 

with the umpire in chief. Please carry a copy of the rulebook and these rules. Only a team manager or 

acting manager can declare a protest and must identify the rule or regulation that has not been properly 

applied, the moment it occurs. Play will stop until the umpire acknowledges the protest and signs the team 

scorebook. The game will resume and complete to conclusion. The manager will email a written description 

of the situation, including the rule to the league director within 24 hours to be considered. 

Section 29. Ejected Player/Manager/Coach 

Ejections and suspensions 

Anyone ejected will immediately leave the playing area & dugout area.  Failure to do this will result in 

forfeiture of the game and can result in an ejection from the league. 

Any player, coach or manager ejected from a game is suspended for one game (the next scheduled game). The 

player is not allowed in the dugout or on the field before, during or after the game. He/she must be present in 

the stands for the game he/she is sitting out. If not, the player/manager/coach will be suspended for the 

ensuing game. Upon such an ejection the manager must notify the District Commissioner by email within 24 

hours of the ejection. Any further ejections will be brought before the District Commissioners and can result in 

additional suspensions or removal from the league. 

If a player is ejected from a game, he will be removed from the lineup and counted as an “out” for his/her turn at 

bat. 

If using 10player batting order with an EH, the EH now becomes an active defensive player. 

Section 30. Code of Conduct 

No officer of the League, manager, coach or player shall at any time, whether from the bench, playing field or 

elsewhere use language or display actions which will in any manner refer to or reflect upon their 

colleagues, teammates, opposing players, managers, coaches, umpires or spectators.  THIS IS A ZERO 

TOLERANCE POLICY. If the incident occurs on the playing field, the violator will be automatically ejected 

and subject to suspension or termination from the league at the discretion of the League president. 

No additional disciplinary actions may be taken against a player, coach or manager without consent of 

the District Commissioner other than the penalties specified above.  
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Section 31. Cancellation of Games 

After the season schedule has been approved by the League Officers, the only reason a league game may be 

canceled is because of inclement weather conditions which affect the field of play and safety of the 

league players. 

Rain Outs - Decisions regarding rainouts rest solely with the home team. Home fields must cancel umpires. 

Decisions to call games should be made considering the visiting team's travel. If possible, games 

should be called prior to the time the visiting team must depart their hometown. Make sure that you 

have your contact list with you at all times. 

Confirm Games - Managers are REQUIRED to confirm game times and locations with each other 

on or before WEDNESDAY of each week. The home team manager shall initiate the confirming 

phone call. 

Rescheduling of rain out games – Sundays should be used for rescheduled games. Games may be moved 

to the visitor's field if necessary. If that occurs, the original home team remains the home team at the 

visitor's ballpark and will still provide extra baseballs, if needed. Once a new date has been established, 

notify scheduler. Be sure the person in your league that schedules umpires is informed. If there is 

disagreement as to a makeup date, league director may cancel the game and decide placement in the 

standings. 

Section 32. Forfeits 

Teams will be allowed 15 minutes from the scheduled start time before a forfeit will be called. 

Although it is the intent of the League to avoid game forfeits, any team failing to field a minimum of 

eight (8) players for a game or canceling a game shall forfeit that game to the opposing team. Late players 

can be added to the bottom of the lineup when using a Continuous Batting Order or as an available 

substitute when using a traditional 9/10 player lineup. 

Teams that fail to appear for games with sufficient players will forfeit and must pay ALL umpires 

present for the scheduled game. Since there are no exceptions, your house league game times, 

particularly makeup game times should take into consideration existing travel league commitments. 

Section 33. Warming up the Pitcher 

Any coach or player can warm up a pitcher between innings. A player when warming up a pitcher is 

encouraged to wear a catcher’s mask. 
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Special additions & clarifications by Division age 

Rookie Division 46/60 

 Base stealing is not permitted. No leading. 

 Runners can advance after a pitched ball passes home plate. 

 Balk rule does not apply. 

 No batter may advance to 1
st
 base on a dropped 3

rd
 strike. 

 Continuous batting order must be used by both teams and for all games. 

 Free Defensive Substitution is allowed. 

 Infield fly rule not in effect. 

 No head first sliding unless returning to a base. 

 Pitchers- allowed only 2 innings per game. 

 A half inning ends when 3 outs are recorded or 5 runs have scored until the 6
th
 inning. At the start of the 

6
th
 inning, 3 outs must be recorded. 

Minors Division (46/60) 

 Base stealing is not permitted. No leading. 

 Runners can advance after a pitched ball passes home plate 

 Balk rule does not apply. 

 No batter may advance to 1
st
 base on a dropped 3

rd
 strike. 

 All Lineup options are available. Manager must decide which lineup they are using at the beginning of 

the game and continue the entire game using that strategy. 

Majors Division (50/70) & Babe Ruth Division (60/90) 

 Leading and stealing are permitted. 

 All Lineup options are available. Manager must decide which lineup they are using at the beginning of 

the game and continue the entire game using that strategy 

 Batter may advance to 1
st
 base on a dropped 3

rd
 strike. 

 Balk rule does apply. 

 If the pitcher goes to his mouth while on the pitcher’s mound, the umpire shall call a “balk”. 

 The “3
rd

 to 1
st
” pickoff move will be called a balk 

The District 3 Fall Baseball League is for the kids. It is not about our coaching prowess and it is not an 

opportunity to relive lost opportunities of our own youth. Whenever the focus falls to adults while we argue 

and carry on, it not only reflects poorly on those involved but it lessens the experience that the kids are 

having. Be competitive, be passionate but remember that it is for and about the players. 


