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Coach Pitch Division Exceptions to ASA Softball Rules (2018) 

1. A pitching machine will be used. This will insure that all players are getting the same ball 

pitched to them instead of relying on the coach from each team to pitch. This will help with 

transition for hitting off the tee to having a ball pitched to them. The coach of the team 

batting will operate the machine. A batted ball that hits the coach or the pitching machine is 

a live ball and in play, even if the ball goes into foul territory. 

2. Games shall be 6 innings in length with a maximum of 5 runs scored by a team in an inning. 

Games are scheduled for 1 hour and 15 minutes. No new inning will start after one hour. The 

inning being played at the one hour mark will be completed. The visiting team will complete 

their at bat. The home team will bat if behind by 5 or less runs. If the home team is ahead or 

behind by more than 5 runs the game is over. Games can end in a tie. Players and umpires 

should be at the game no later than 30 minutes prior to game time. 

3. Batters will be given up to 6 pitches, 3 pitches from the machine and 3 pitches from the 

coach. Strikes will not be called. On the 6
th
 pitch, the batter will be called out if they do not 

hit the ball. If the batter hits a foul on the 6
th
 pitch the batter will get an additional pitch. The 

batter will receive additional pitches if they continue to foul them off.   Walks will not be 

allowed. A batting tee will not be used. Bunting will not be allowed. A batter can not run on 

a dropped third strike. The 12 foot arc will not be used.  

4. The batter will be warned once for stepping out of the batter’s box while swinging, or 

throwing the bat. The second time, the batter will be called out. 

5. No base stealing or leading off is allowed. A runner may not leave the base until the ball has 

been hit. A runner may be called out for leading off. 

6. An 11 inch official softball will be used.  

7. The Infield Fly rule will not be called. 

8. Each play is over:  

A. Once the ball is thrown to the pitcher and breaks the plane of the pitcher’s circle. The 

ball may be thrown to the girl playing the pitcher’s position, or to the coach who is 

pitching. 

B. OR when all runners have come to a stop, and the player in possession of the ball asks 

for a timeout and the umpire calls time, 

C. OR When the umpire determines play has stopped, and calls time out.  

9. A runner who is half way or more to the next base when play is stopped will be given the 

next base; if less than half way, she must return to the previous base. 

10. Players will advance one base on a hit. Players will be allowed to advance two bases on a 

clean hit to the outfield. The definition of a "CLEAN HIT" is defined as “If the ball is not 

touched and goes into the outfield it will be considered a clean hit. If a ball rolls through 

the legs of a player and is not touched it will be considered a clean hit. Players may 

advance to 2nd base at their own risk and can be thrown out.” Base runners will not 

advance on an overthrow. 
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Coach Pitch Division Exceptions to ASA Softball Rules (2018) 

11. When in the field, each player will play a minimum of 1 inning in the infield on defense. 

Players may not play the same position for more than 2 innings.  

12. Score will be kept to determine wins and losses. 

13. A team may have all of their players on the field at a time. Normal softball positions will be 

played including five infielders, a catcher and a rover. All outfielders including the rover 

will start play on the grass. There must be at least 7 players on the field, or the game is 

forfeited. There may be free substitution at any time. 

14. Coaches will teach players to make plays by throwing the ball. A player fielding the ball 

may not run to a base if the same play would normally be made by throwing the ball to the 

player covering that base. Example: Runner on 3
rd

, Ball hit to the pitcher. Pitcher will 

throw home to the catcher for the play. If the pitcher runs home to make the play, the 

runner will be called safe.  

15. Rover Rule - Only infield players are allowed to cover a base. A Rover MAY NOT come 

to the infield with the intention of covering a base. They can make a play on the ball, but 

must throw the ball to an infield positional player in order to get a runner out. This is the 

same as if a pitcher were to make a play on a ball. They must throw the ball in order to get 

an out. 

16. The player in the pitching position will start in the circle behind the coach who is pitching. 

She may move right or left in order to see the batter. 

17. Catchers will wear full catching equipment, to include a catching helmet and mask with a 

throat protector, shinguards and chest protector. All batters and runners will wear a batting 

helmet with the chin strap in place.  

18. Composite bats ARE NOT ALLOWED in Coach Pitch Division games. Players may use 

composite bats during team practices, at coach’s discretion. 

19. Crash/Collision Rule: The Sliding Rule (Must slide on a close play or be called out) has 

been removed from the Hallie Girl’s Softball League in favor of the ASA Crash/Collision 

Rule 8 Section 7 Paragraph Q. Additional information can be found in the ASA Rule Book 

under “Rules Supplement” #13.  

 The Runner Is Out – When a defensive player has the ball and the runner remains upright 

and crashes into the defensive player. EFFECT: The ball is dead. The runner is out. All 

runners must return to the last base touched. If the act is determined to be flagrant, the 

offender shall be ejected. An errant throw drawing the defense into the path of the runner is 

not a crash. 
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20. The primary goal of the Coach Pitch Division is to teach and develop players. Coaches may 

be on the field to instruct players. Coaches can not be on the infield during play. They can 

come in to instruct players between plays but must return to the outfield before the next 

pitch. A defensive coach will be allowed behind the plate to help the catcher with "wild" 

pitches. If the coach retrieves the ball they must give it to the catcher to throw back. This 

coach is required to be MUTE will on the field. 

21. Girls will be given the chance to play all positions during the season if they are interested 

and capable of doing so. 


