
TODD VALLEY SOFTBALL LEAGUE 

 

OFFICIAL GIRLS 8 & UNDER COACH PITCH RULES 

 

 

2018 (Revised 5/29/18) 
  
The umpire for the game is the responsibility of the home team or host.  When both 
teams are on home fields, the host is the first team listed.  In the event of a rainout or the 
need arises to change dates of scheduled games, please contact the opposing team 
coach well in advance to avoid confusion and to schedule an alternate date.  All games 
must be played. 
  
PRIMARY RULES: 
  
1.        Player eligibility -- 8 years and under, player must not reach 9 before January 1. 
  

2.    Pitching distance is 27 feet.  There should be a chalked circle placed 8 feet around 
the pitcher’s mound. 

 

3. Base length is 50 feet. 
 

4. Players can pitch a maximum of 2 pitches.  If the ball is not put in play after 2 
pitches, the coach will come in to pitch the remaining pitches.  The coach of the 
team in the field has the option to waive player pitching at any point and the coach 
from the hitting team will then step in to pitch.  The pitcher shall remain in the 
pitcher’s circle as a fielder while the coach is pitching.   

  

5.        A batter cannot strike out or be walked.  Each batter will be allowed 5 pitches to put 
the ball in play.  A foul ball on the 5th, 6th or 7th pitch will allow another pitch to the 
batter.  Each batter will be allowed a maximum of 8 pitches to put the ball in play.  If 
the batter fails to put the ball in play after 8 pitches she will be counted as an out 
and the next batter in the batting order will take her place at bat.  

 
6.  Any batted ball that does not go beyond 10 feet from the plate will be considered a 

foul ball.  A chalked circle will be drawn to show the 10 foot designation.  No bunting 
is allowed. 

 

7.       A caught foul ball will be an out whenever it occurs, including the 5th pitch or any 
subsequent pitch.   

  

8. All games will be played with no more than 10 and no less than 8 players on the 
field.  A maximum of 6 players allowed in the infield and a maximum of 4 in the 
outfield. 

  

9.       All offensive players on the bench will bat consecutively whether or not they are 
playing in the field. 

  

10.    Either 3 outs or 5 runs will determine an inning. 
  

11.    The time limit on games is 75 minutes. 
 



12. Five innings will be played unless the game is tied.  If tied, continue until the time 
limit has been reached, otherwise declare a tie. 

 

13.     All teams must keep a scorebook in the event of a dispute over the game scores.  
The home team scorebook has final authority.  The winning team is responsible for 
reporting the final score to the Todd Valley website within 48 hours of the 
completion of the game.   In the event of a tie, the home team should report the 
score. 

 

14.  A batter who throws her bat is out after one warning.  (This is an umpire’s ruling). 
 

15.     There will be no base stealing. 
  

16.     Runners may advance until any infielder, including the pitcher, has control of the 
ball in the infield area. Time will be called by the umpire at that point.  If a runner 
attempts to advance beyond the allowed next base, the runner can still be thrown 
out trying to advance. 

 
17. In the event of an overthrow, runners may advance one base and then play is dead. 
  

18.     A runner who leaves the base before the ball passes over home plate or is hit by 
the batter is out.  Leading off is not allowed. 

 
19.     The dropped 3rd strike rule is not in effect. 
 
20.   If at any time a player is injured during a play, time-out shall be called immediately 

and all runners will advance no more than one base. 
  

21.     All teams will play with a RIF 11” ball (either SS-5-11-2 or DX-5-11-S).  True-Grip 
optic yellow 

  

22.   Unlimited substitutions in the field are allowed.  The batting order will remain the 
same. 

  

23.   Helmets are required for the batter, all base runners and the on-deck batter.  
  
24. The home team will be responsible for furnishing one umpire certified by USA 

Softball and at least 15 years of age. 
 


