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1. What are Winner’s Circle Dinners? 

a. This is a tradition of parents providing a team meal after every home game. Eating a 

meal as a team following their game allows for coaches to have good team meetings 

post game, encourages team bonding, and encourages the athletes of each level to stay 

and watch the other teams play.  

2. How does it work? 

a. Each season, a Signup Genius Link is distributed to the teams. The teams are divided by 

level and gender: Varsity and JV for both boys and girls, so there are 4 dinners at each 

home game that are organized separately, by separate groups of parents. Typically, you 

feed the team your child is on (if my daughter plays Varsity, I sign up for a Varsity Girls’ 

Game date.)You pick the date that works for you and sign up at that link. There are at 

minimum, three families allotted for a dinner, but when teams are large, there might be 

four or five families in charge of a dinner on a particular game night.  

3. Do we feed the team families? 

a. No; just the players and their coaches (though often the families coordinating the night 

prep enough for themselves in addition to the players.) That is entirely up to your little 

group, though, but the tradition is just the team and the coaches.  

4. Do we need to coordinate with the other level (like if my son is a JV boy, do I need to 

coordinate with the parents doing the VB dinner?  

a. No. the dinners for the four teams are independent of each other. 

5. Who is in charge of the dinner on my night? 

a. Usually, the first person to sign up for a slot takes the lead for that night, but certainly 

the coordination of the evening is that groups’ effort. Y’all decide what you want to 

serve and get it ready.  

6. How do I know how much to prepare?  

a. Coaches should provide roster numbers. You are feeding your team and the coaches. If 

you are unsure, ask your child’s coach how many are on the roster and how many 

coaches there are to prep for.  

7. What, exactly do we prepare?  

a. Usually, a salad, an entrée, a dessert and some H2O. It can be as simple as pizza, salad, 

cookie and water, or as elaborate as…well, as your group of parents wants it to be. The 

3-4 families setting up dinner that night are in charge of it. The choice is yours.  

8. Do we need to provide tables and chairs? 

a. No, there should be serving tables out at the pool. The kids will sit in the bleachers or on 

the deck for their team meeting. They don’t need chairs. There are plugs for crock pots 

in and around the pool office. If there is a fridge in the pool office, check with coaches 

before you utilize it, but it’s probably fine.  

9. Do we need to provide plates, forks, etc? 

a. Yes 
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10. What if I need to change my date?  

a. Sign up genius will send you a confirmation email. In that email is a button to “cancel 

this sign up.” If you need to cancel, click that and follow the prompts. Re-sign up for 

your preferred date and you should be good to go. 

11. What if I don’t know any of the people I’m signed up with? 

a. Your best bet is to start meeting other parents at the Parent Meeting your coaches will 

host early in the season. Just as your child is meeting his/her new teammates, so, too, 

will parents need to meet each other. We are, after all, going to be hanging out with 

each other for several years! If you aren’t signed up for the first game, it’s a good idea to 

be bold and start asking who’s who as you sit with other parents in the stands. Some 

years, coaches will circulate a contact info sheet, but that will always depend on the 

willingness of parents to share their contact information. If you can’t figure out who 

your peeps are, talk to your child’s coach. He or She can help you figure out who 

everyone in your group is. Getting to know new people can be nerve wracking, but we 

are all here to support our kids, so hopefully, everyone is chill ☺ 

12. Can I get a group of people together that I know and have that group do a night? 

a. Of course! Just make sure everyone signs up on Signup Genius so there isn’t any 

confusion.  

13. What if Signup Genius is full and there are no available slots?  

a. Well, you might consider yourself lucky and not worry about it. Or you might offer to 

help another group of your team’s parents on another night. That is up to you. But that 

also means that after every home game, your child gets a meal prepped for him/her 

after the game, so it’s always a good thing when all the slots are full. And maybe the 

next season, if you are able, you will get a slot so you can pay it forward. You would NOT 

be expected to jump in on another team’s open slot.  

14. Anything else should I know? 

a. It’s a good idea to ask your child’s coach if anyone on the team has food allergies or if 

there are vegetarians we should be aware of and prep for. 

b. Parents of seniors should NOT sign up to feed the team on Senior Night; that evening 

should be yours to relax and enjoy watching your player. 

c. Senior Night is NOT connected to Winner’s Circle Night. It is strongly encouraged that all 

non-senior and even JV parents offer to help with senior night festivities, as all of us 

have paid it forward until our own children are the ones being celebrated on their 

Senior Night.  

If you have any other questions about Winner’s Circle Dinners, please don’t hesitate to ask your child’s 

coach, or any parent who seems knowledgeable. We were all new to this at some point!  

Welcome to Bear Nation Aquatics! 

 


